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Preface 


My acquaintance with and attitude to the Benko Gambit. 


Dear reader, I am delighted to present you with the first part of my work on the Benko Gambit. I hope 
that my work will help you achieve great results in your own games, but to begin with I would like to 
tell you about my first acquaintance with this wonderful, dynamic opening. 


I learned to play chess quite late, at the age of 12. From my first acquaintance with chess, I was often 
drawn to sharp games and I really liked bringing the bishop to g7. I felt the dynamic potential of this 
piece and I began to use the King’s Indian Defense, then I became more and more interested in other 
interesting constructions, such as the Modern-Benoni and Griinfeld Defense. For a long time I was 
skeptical about the Benko Gambit, ever since the book by Boris Avrukh —Grandmaster Repertoire 2 - 
1.d4 volume 2 — was published. It was 2010 and at that time, I took every author’s word for it and 
never tried to refute any analyzes, so I was suspicious of the Benko Gambit for a long time. 


Everything changed in 2012, however, as the wonderful book Attack with Black by Ukrainian 
Grandmaster Valeriy Aveskulov was published; I was amazed by this book. I liked the lines 
suggested by the author; besides, there were improvements in Avrukh’s recommendations, and 
therefore, comparing the analyzes, I realized that playing the Benko Gambit is not only interesting, 
but also fun. I started playing this opening and the results were good. But then I lost a game to Dmitry 
Elizarov, a FIDE master from Rostov-on-Don, and this greatly influenced me. And then other 
opening tutorials came out that interested me with other possibilities of playing for Black. Well, the 
final knife in the back of the Benko Gambit was dealt by Alexey Kornev’s book “Practical repertoire 
for White, Volume 3”, in which the author chose the main line and recommended 12.a4 (This will be 
discussed in the second volume of Benko Gambit Revisited). 


For many years I abandoned the Benko Gambit, considering it an incorrect opening. But the years 
passed, I still had great faith in any chess author, and I did not even work fully with the ChessBase 
program: I didn’t have any real chess analysis of my own, I had only books and a lot of faith in the 
authors of these books. But then gradually insights began to occur in my head: I began to doubt more 
and more the ways suggested by the authors, and gradually I began to analyze more and more and I 
realized that I myself could analyze and offer excellent solutions. The next meeting greatly influenced 
my perception of the game and the opening approach. 


In 2019, at a tournament in the city of Sochi, I met Timur Gareyev, the world record holder in 
blindfold chess. Timur is a very original grandmaster, one who likes to surprise his opponent with 
unexpected and rare variations. He analyzed his schemes a lot using cloud engines, and when I looked 
I realized that his approach was very interesting. I also began to analyze new schemes for myself and 
began to discover other chess ideas. In the fall of 2019, together with Timur Gareev, I played at a 
tournament in St. Petersburg. In one of the games, he used the Benko Gambit! I was surprised he 
played this variation, but Timur believed — and still believes — in this opening. In addition, he played 
the Benko Gambit at the 2021 World Chess Cup against the strong grandmaster Vladimir Fedoseev 
and ended up with a draw! 


Therefore, I tried to analyze the Benko Gambit again. The analysis was greatly influenced by the 
Leela Chess Zero neural network. It was thanks to her that I believed in the Benko Gambit! Gradually 
analyzing more and more, I came to the conclusion that this opening is playable and Black’s 
resources are not exhausted. I started playing it again and I was especially good at using this opening 
in rapid and blitz. In chess with shorter time controls, the initiative is especially important, so the 
Benko Gambit proved to be especially good. Yes, we sacrifice a pawn, but we have a long-term 
initiative. So, gradually, the idea of creating this book was born to me though I did not remotely 
expect that it would be possible to write two books. 


I was faced with different questions of how to play this or that line. Having spent a long time 
analyzing, it seems to me that I have successfully solved these problems. I am grateful to the chess 
publishing house, “Thinkers Publishing”, and in particular to its director, Daniél Vanheirzeele, who 
believed in my idea and ensured my work was published. 


History of the Benko Gambit 


For the first time, the Benko Gambit — known also as the Volga Gambit in certain parts of the world 
as will be explained below — was met in the game Rubinstein-Spielmann, in 1922. This game saw: 
1.d4 Af6 2.43 c5 3.d5 b5 This is similar to the idea of the Benko Gambit and is known in theory as 
the Pseudo-Benko Gambit. Then Rubinstein played 4.c4 which led to one of the tabia of the Benko 
Gambit proper. Nevertheless, if we take the classic variation of the Benko Gambit after the moves 
1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 then, judging by my database, it was played like this for the first time in the 
game Stahlberg-Stoltz, Stockholm 1933. Thus it appears, in fact, that this gambit was first used by a 
Swedish grandmaster, Gésta Leonard Stoltz, a six-time Swedish champion (by the way, the game 
ended in a draw, but afterwards grandmaster Stoltz didn’t play like this way again because he had a 
very bad position right from the opening.) After Stoltz, the opening was adopted by the Lithuanian 
and Canadian chess player, International Master Povilas Vaitonis. And with great results — 3/3! 


In Russian-speaking countries, this opening is called the Volga Gambit — the name proposed by the 
famous Soviet International Master, Peter Romanovsky, after a 1946 article by a Kuibyshev (now this 
city is called Samara, and sits on the Volga and Samara rivers) chess player, Boris Argunov, was 
published in issue No. 2 of the magazine, Chess in the USSR. This article was called “Notes on the 
Volga Gambit” and in it the author considers the modern interpretation of this opening, namely 1.d4 
&)£6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6. This article was small and mostly for informational purposes. Only 
later did Black find the idea associated with ...g7-g6, which is associated with the development of the 
initiative on the queenside. 


In the West, and in many books, the opening is called the Benko Gambit and to this very day all over 
the world this opening boasts a double name — some call her the Volga Gambit, some call him the 
Benko Gambit. I still prefer to call this opening the Volga Gambit, after the Soviet chessplayers who 
suggested this name. But, of course, Grandmaster Pal Benko expanded the possibilities of the 
variation. By the way, if we take historical justice as a guide, then this gambit could also be called 
“Swedish”, since — as was noted earlier — a version of the opening was played by a Swedish 
grandmaster. If we go back even further, the name “Spielmann’s Gambit” is not bad. But dear reader, 


these are my personal fantasies, and for the purposes of publishing these books we have agreed to call 
it the Benko Gambit! 


Whatever name we choose, this audacious gambit had a reputation for being a flawed way to begin a 
game, but then the American grandmaster Pal Benko — who produced a number of victories in the 60s 
and 70s — made a great contribution to the development of this gambit. 


In Garry Kasparov’s book, Revolution in the 70s, Lev Alburt’s memoirs are also noted, with Lev a 
prominent specialist of this opening in those years. “At the beginning of 1971, I accidentally read in 
Chess in the USSR a translation of Brown’s article from Chess Life (1970) “Is the Counter-Gambit 
Correct?” The author told about his games with Gligoric, Ivkov and Padevsky, played in the 1970s by 
the Benko Gambit. And by the way, he noticed: here it is sometimes advantageous for Black to 
exchange queens (this was noticed by Bronstein, per Garry Kasparov’s note). It’s a paradox: after all, 
Black sacrificed a pawn for the initiative and it seems that he needs to play with the queens, 
especially since White has a protected passed a-pawn. .. But gradually I realized that the exchange of 
queens is indeed almost always in Black’s favor! It turns out that with queens on, White has more 
chances to attack. Besides it is difficult for Black to undermine the center with ...f7-f5, which is very 
effective without queens. 


“Having made this discovery for myself, I immediately adopted the gambit, and it brought me a lot of 
points! Opponents played Wfe2, and after the reply ...“%a6 they looked at me as if I was crazy and 
happily chopped on a6. Then they made a couple of moves, made sure that White had nothing, 
offered a draw and ... were surprised again, getting a refusal. At home, I analyzed the Benko endgame 
a lot, almost to bare kings, looking for ways to win for Black. And I developed a whole set of 
principles: which pieces should be left, which ones should be exchanged. Usually, the more pieces 
there are, the more chances Black has to win ... “ 


Work on the book 


I’ve used engines to aid my analysis, namely: Stockfish, Leela Chess Zero, Komodo, and Fat Fritz. 


When writing the book, I tried to provide comprehensive answers to all likely moves and possible 
replies, impossible though that may be. However, I think this book will be useful both for keen 
amateur players and those of a higher standard, even up to Grandmaster level. For most of the 
options, I have tried to explain why I think that the assessment is the way it is - this will be especially 
useful for amateurs who will understand the essence of the position thanks to words rather than a 
simple, dry numericalm or figurative assessment. 


When analyzing, I often asked myself questions, for example: “What will happen if the pawn is 
destroyed?” and “If White plays like this, what is the best way to react?” and so on, etc. Therefore, 
sometimes the analysis grew like a large tree of options. Nevertheless, I believe that it is better to give 
as comprehensive an answer as possible than not to give it. If a point is clear to the reader, he can skip 
some lines. 


Relevance of the opening book 


Any and every opening book is out of date. Unfortunately this is true and there is no getting away 
from it. But why do I recommend my book to you, dear reader? First of all, the lines are all analyzed 
very deeply. You do not have to turn on the engine and wait for the computer to produce a ready- 
made solution. Believe me, in analyzing this book, I used the most modern equipment, and thus the 
reader saves a lot of time. In our information age, time is very precious, and by buying my book you 
will gain at least time. I have spent a huge amount of my own time analyzing the various lines, but 
also commenting on the options especially for you, my friends. 


In addition, in this book’s pages you will find tons of novelties not seen in practice, and in many of 
the lines I offer strong improvements. Many sources were reviewed, where the authors defended 
certain options from White’s point of view, while I defended Black’s side. In addition, this book has 
absorbed my attitude and approach to various positions, and I have been analyzing the Benko Gambit 
for more than 10 years! I wanted to approach each position from the point of view of a human, as 
close as possible to a practical game. In addition, even if this book becomes outdated at some point, I 
am sure that it will always be possible to improve the variations — but the backbone of studying this 
opening can be taken from this book; this is normal work on chess. 


When and against whom can the Benko Gambit be played? 


You can play this opening against anyone. This opening is especially well suited for rapid and blitz 
games, since in the reduced time control in particular the role of the initiative increases. Generally 
speaking, not in every opening will you find such a thing as Black having the initiative from the very 
first moves (although this pleasure is paid for with a whole pawn!). I played this opening with a 
classical time control against the ex-champion of Russia, Grandmaster Igor Lysyj, and very 
comfortably equalized in the opening, although later the class difference showed and my eminent 
opponent beat me. Nevertheless, the opening had absolutely nothing to do with it. This opening 
worked great when I played it in Rostov-on-Don, when I beat many strong players and after that they 
preferred to play 1.c4, doing whatever they could to avoid the Benko Gambit. Of course, to my 
understanding this opening is especially good to play against amateurs, or weaker players than 
yourself, who do not know its intricacies — you can quickly get a promising position. This opening is 
suitable for active players striving for a lively, initiative-rich game, with a strong spirit. After all, you 
need to understand that if something goes wrong, you may face big problems, since you do not have a 
pawn, but as in any opening there are pluses and minuses, and in the Benko Gambit there are also 
disadvantages. First of all, in some places you need to play very accurately (this will be especially 
evident in the positions that we will consider in volume 2) and the cost of an error is quite high. But if 
the reader carefully studies the books, then I think that there should be no problems and the Benko 
Gambit will give you many of your most interesting fights! 


Why did I write a book in two volumes? 


I think this question may arise from many readers, so I will immediately give an answer in absentia. 
The fact is that during the process of writing the book, it turned out that there was quite a lot of 
material, so we — myself and Thinkers Chess Publishing — decided to make the book in two volumes. 
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The first volume deals with rare lines, or lines in which White avoids the most principled lines, while 
the second volume deals with the main lines of the Benko Gambit. In this volume, we will look at the 
rare moves after 1.d4 @f6 2.c4 c5. For example, 3.dxc5, 3.e3, 3.43, all of which you will need — and 
get! — an answer to. We will also touch on move orders such as: 1. d4 Af6 2.43 c5 3.d5 b5 and, 
further, we will consider more basic lines after the moves: 1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5. In fact, we will 
consider all moves except the most popular — 4.cxb5 — as the second volume will be devoted to this 
continuation. 


Dear reader, 


I hope this book will help you in your own practice and games and that you can take advantage of my 
advice. I would also appreciate your feedback, notes or comments. You can contact me by e-mail: 
alexekov@yandex.ru I wish you happiness, health and prosperity. 


Alexey Kovalchuk, Taganrog, Russia, January 2022 
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Part I 
Minor Sidelines Without 3.d5 


Chapter 1 
Various 3rd Move Sidelines 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.-- 
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Chapter Guide 


Chapter 1 — Various 3rd Move Sidelines 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 
a) 3.-- 

b) 3.Ac3 

c) 3.cxd5 e6 4.-- 
d) 3.dxc5 e6 4.2f4 
e) 3.dxc5 e6 4.g3 
f) 3.dxc5 e6 4.03 
g) 3.dxc5 e6 4.43 


( a) 3.-- 


1.d4 Df6 2.¢4 ¢5 
In the opening, the control of and struggle for the central squares is of enormous importance, so with 
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the last move Black wants to put pressure on the d4-square. White has many interesting possibilities, 
but the main one is the capture of space with 3.d5, which we will look at in the following chapters. In 
this chapter, we will look at some rather rare continuations. 


a 


6 WN (es he On oe = oo 


Position after: 2...c5 
3.¢3?! 


We can’t say it’s great timing to play this move. 
A) 3.84?! This only helps Black. 3...cxd4 4.W/xd4 [4.2xb8?! &xb8 5.!4%xd4 Black does not need to 
defend the a7-pawn, but can play actively instead: 5...b5!N 6.W/xa7 2b7 7.Wid4 bxc4 8.Wxc4 e5 
9.Wic2 d5 10.Ad2 2b4 11.Agf3 e4 12.a3 2a5 13.b4 2b6—+ Black has better development for a 
pawn; White’s position is hopeless.] 4...ac6 5.Wd1 e5 6.225 Very often, when the cl-bishop leaves 


its shelter, one can pester the b2 pawn, so, 6...&/b6!N 
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Position after: 6...8b6!N 


7.Ad2 Wxb2 8.2xf6 Ab4! 9.&c1 gxf6—+ Black has both a material and positional advantage. 


B) 3.225? Wb6! Attacking b2 and d4. 4.W/b3 [If 4.2xf6 0-1 (49) Alpala Mejia, D — Vergara, D 
(1966) Lichess.org INT 2020 Don’t be shy, you need to take the pawn. 4...!4/xb2! 


ee 


Position after: 4...Wxb2! 


5.Ad2 exf6 6.Agf3 Ac6—+ An extra pawn and two bishops give Black a decisive advantage.] The 
easiest now was 4...%/xb3 5.axb3 cxd4 6.23 Ac6 7.222 e5—+ with a healthy extra pawn. 
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3...cxd4 4.Wixd4 Ac6 
The white queen has come under attack and must retreat, thus Black wins time. 
5.Wdl d5 6.2g¢2 


6.cxd5 After this Black’s play is quite simple 6...W%xd5 7.Wixd5 Axd5 8.292 @db4 9.4)a3 e5 10.2d2 
Se6+ Black’s pieces are aggressive, the knight on b4 is especially strong, and White’s a2 pawn is also 
weak. 


6...d4! 7.23 e5 8.0-0 2e7 


Black has seized the center with his pawns and already seems to be playing as though with the white 
pieces. 


fia mae 
ML&7), 7 


a 


Position after: 8...8.e7 
9.e3 


The most natural continuation; White also fights for the center. Instead: 


A) 9.64 e4 10.4¢5 has been seen previously and I now recommend the improvement 10...d3!N 
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Position after: 10...d3!N 


11.exd3 [But not 11.Axe4? Axe4 12.2xe4 2f6—+ when White is losing material.] 11...2g4! 12.%b3 
Ad4 13.4a4+ b5! 14.cxb5 0-0 15.2e3 Ae2+ 16.Lh1 exd3!F Black is much better; he has a strong 
passed pawn on d3, and it is dangerous to grab the rook on a8 as the light squares in White’s camp 
will be fatally weakened. 

B) 9.b3 A slow approach. 9...0-0 


B1) 10.e3 was better, for example: 10...2¢4 11.h3 2h5 12.24 296 13.exd4 exd4 14.0h4 Be4 15.a3 
[On 15.3 there is 15...Ad7—-+] 15...2xg2 16.Axg2 Ae4+ The d4-pawn is strong, Black is also 
ahead of White in development, and the advanced position of the pawns on the kingside is in 
Black’s favor as he can pester them by playing ...f7-f5 


B2) 10.2b2? 
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Position after: 10.2,b2? 


Here the bishop unsuccessfully faces off against the d4-pawn; White apparently wants to expand 
the bishop’s activity by playing e2-e3, but this leads to a bad position: 10...2f5 11.Ah4 [11.€3? is 
very sad after 11...dxe3 12.Axe5 exf2+ 13.2h1 Yxd1 14.8xd1 Ead8 and Black has a big 
advantage] 11...2e6 12.@\d2 a5 13.4%b1 Wd7 14.2d1 Bad8 15.a3 Bfe8 16.Wic2 Ag4 17.0hf3 2f5—+ 
Black has a great positional advantage, and here he will play ...e5-e4, further clamping White in a 
vice. 


9...894 10.h3 
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Position after: 10.h3 
Having caused the h-pawn to move, Black can simply retreat the bishop. 


10...2e6N 11.exd4 exd4 12.Abd2 0-0 13.8e1 Re8 14.a3 a5 15.Ab3 d3 


Position after: 15...d3 


The d-pawn boldly advances without fear of capture. 


16.263 2xc4 17.8c1 2a6 18.Abd4 Dxd4 19.2xd4 2f8 20.2xe8 Wxe8 21.2f1 Wed 22.8c3 Ad5St 


White has not solved his problems, and even if he regains the d3-pawn, thanks to the activity of the 
pieces the initiative is on the side of the black pieces. 


(b) 3.Ac3 


* 


1.d4 Af6 2.¢4 c5 3.Ac3 


a 


Position after: 3.c3 


This move has been encountered in practice. It is sometimes played by amateurs but very rarely by 
strong players. Of course, if my opponent played something like this against me, I would be very 


happy. 


3...cxd4 4.Wxd4 Ac6é 
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Position after: 4...0c6 


That’s it. Black brings out a piece, and White must again move the strongest piece, wasting precious 
time. Let’s take a look at the various queen moves. 


5.Wdl 


The safest move, as from here the queen does not prevent its pieces from entering the game and does 
not fall in battle itself. On the other hand, this is a sad move, as White did not improve his position in 
any way. We should consider White’s other attempts to improve the queen more aggressively. For 
example: 


A) 5.%/d2?! White may have problems after this. It is usually played with a plan to bring the bishop 
to b2, but the problem with this continuation is that Black can immediately pose problems: 5...e6! 
With a specific positional threat of ...2b4 
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Position after: 5...e6! 


A1) 6.e4!? In practice, no one has ever played 6...axe4!N 7.Axe4 d5 8.cxd5 exd5 9.Ac3 d4 
10.23 [Worse is 10.W%e2+? 2e7 11.4d1 0-0 12.Af3 2¢4—+ White has retained his piece, but he 
has lost a lot in development, and since his king is located in the center, the clouds will soon gather 
over him.] 10...2c5 11.We2+ Se7 12.He4 0-0 13.a3 &£57 White has an extra piece, but he is 
lagging behind in development and his king is in the center. These factors give Black more than 
enough compensation for the piece, and it is he who plays to win. 


A2) 6.e3 This has no independent meaning after 6...d5 7.013 2d6 8.cxd5 exd5 9.a3 (see 6.a3.) 
A3) 6.23 White ignores the threat of ...2b4. 6...d5 7.cxd5 exd5 8.e3 2b4 
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Position after: 8...2,b4 


We can clearly see that White’s position is devoid of harmony. 9.2d3 0-0 10.0-0 2¢4 11.a3 and 
now 11...8xc3!N is strong. 12.bxc3 &xf3 13.gxf3 Ad7 14.Yh1 Ac5F Usually two bishops 
represent great strength, but we are dealing with an exception. White’s pawn structure is damaged 
and therefore Black’s chances are much greater. 


A4) 6.a3 A clear move, preventing the bishop’s lunge. 6...d5 7.cxd5 exd5 8.e3 2d6 9.A£3 0-0 
10.b4?! Ded! 


ot ei ar OS 


Position after: 10...0e4! 
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11.Axe4 [Worse was 11.%c2? 2f5 12.2d3 &c8—+ The most unpleasant ...£2b4 or ...2\b4 is 
threatened, and White’s position is hopeless.] 11...dxe4 12.@\d4 Wf6 13.2b2 We5 14.2e2 Hd8+ 
White’s position is alarming. It is not clear what to do with his king to reunite the rooks and bring 
them into play. For example on 15.0-0 Black has 15...&%g6— with great attacking prospects against 
the white king. 


B) 5.%d3!? Here the queen can also come under attack, especially from the swoops of knights. 
5...26 6.0 297 
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Position after: 6...227 


B1) 7.a3?! This slow move was made in a correspondence game. After 7...d6 8.e4 224 9.2e2 Hc8 
10.b4? Even in a game played by correspondence there is a place for oversights and rude 
awakenings! [10.2b1!? was better. 10...2xf3 11.Wxf3 Ad4 12.Wd3 Ad7= with the threat of ... Ae5 
and an attack on the c4-pawn. The black knight on d4 is indirectly protected due to the discovered 
check.] 10...Axe4! 11.2b2 &f5 Black had an extra pawn and a positional advantage in Pronovost, 
D (1876) — Huber, F (1825) ICCF email 2014. 


B2) 7.g3 Of course, it is worth considering how the game develops with fianchettoing. 7...d6 8.222 
Now I like the idea of provoking White into weakening his position. 8...2f5!N 9.e4 294 10.24 
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Position after: 10. &f4 


Of course, it’s difficult to analyze everything, but I like the following illustrative line. 10...h5! 
11.0-0 Ad7 12.h3 &xf3 13.xf3 AdedS 14.We2 Ad4t. 


B3) 7.c4 White sets up the Maroczy pawn structure. However, it should be noted that the position 
of the queen on d3 is unfortunate. 7...d6, and now: 
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Position after: 7...d6 


B3.1) 8.h3 It is possible not to let the bishop come to g4 but now it is good to improve the 
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position of the black steed: 8...Ad7! 9.2e2 Ac5 10.We3 Ab4 11.Wd2 2d7 12.0-0 0-0 13.2b1 
&xc3! Nowadays, do not be afraid to give up such mighty bishops, in return for a healthy pawn. 
14.bxc3 Aba6 15.Wh6 f6 16.0d4 e5 17.Ab5 Axe4. White has some compensation for the 
material damage, but this is not sufficient to equalize the odds. 
B3.2) 8.2e2 224 9.0-0 Nobody has yet played 9...2xfN 10.M4/xf3 @d4 11.4d3 Ad7 12.2b1 
&\xe2+ 13.Axe2 Wa5oo Black’s position is no worse and in practical play I would choose Black’s 
side. 
C) 5.Wh4?! It may seem that this active move is not bad, however, Black has the strong reply 
5...b4! 
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Position after: 5... Ab4! 


Taking advantage of the fact that the queen has moved away from the queenside, it suddenly turns 
out that the c2-square has become vulnerable. 6.2b1 White’s position is not yet been lost, but I 
suggest 6...d5! 7.cxd5 Afxd5 8.2d2 2f5 9.e4 Axc3 10.2xc3 Ac2+ 11.We2 Bd7 12.ed2 Ba4+ 
13.2d3 e6 14.Wixd8+ &xd8 15.Af3 Ab4 16.2xb4 2xb4+. Black is content with the advantage of the 
bishop pair. 


5...e6! 


Black’s play is pretty simple; he wants to play ...d7-d5 and ...2b4 


25 


onan a. 
“4 


a 


Position after: 5...e6! 
6.Af3 


A) 6.825 White determines the position of the bishop too early. Instead 6...h6 7.2h4?! [7.2xf6!? 
Wxf6 8.02 b6 9.e3 2b7 10.2e2 g5 11.0-0 2e7 Black has a comfortable position with the two 
bishops and an attack on the kingside] 7...g5 8.2¢3 Wa5 9.e3 De4 10.We2 287 11.Age2 d5t Black 
has an advantage in space, and at any moment he can destroy White’s dark-squared bishop. gaining 
the bishop pair. 


B) 6.c4 White captures the center, but as his pawns become more advanced, it allows Black to 
“hook” them; a strike in the center after ...d7-d5 will be effective. 6...2b4 Threatening ...Ae4 
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Position after: 6...2,b4 


B1) 7.2d2?! Superfluous, as the bishop is not well located here. 7...0-0 8.2d3 d5! 9.exd5 exd5 
10.Age2 


Position after: 10. ge2 


White’s pieces in the center are located awkwardly, and this circumstance can be used by playing 
10...dxc4!N 11.2xc4 We5 12.W%/b3 Now the violent 12...b5!! 13.2xb5 &b8! emphasizes the 
unfortunate position of the white pieces. 14.0-0-0 &e6! The bishop on b4 is of course inviolable 
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due to the check on d3, when the queen is lost. 15.%/a4 a6! Black wants to open lines for attacking 
the white king. 16.2f4 [If 16.2xa6 then 16...%b6—+ White’s position is very dangerous] 16...W%e7 
17.2xa6 2d7 18.265 &xb5 19.Axb5 Ae4 20.Hed4 Ac5 21.We2 Hfc8 22.2xe5 Ab3+ 23.axb3 
Exc2+ 24.4)xc2 Wxe5—+ Black has excellent winning chances. 


B2) 7.23 d5! 


—— 


Position after: 7...d5! 


White’s center is now under more pressure, while Black’s play is easier and freer. 8.exd5 exd5 
9.cxd5 Wxd5 10.4f3 0-0 11.0-0 &xc3! Black gives up the bishop, but spoils White’s pawn 
structure. 12.bxc3 294 13.8e2 Wa5t Black’s pieces are more active, the queen attacks the c3- 
pawn, while White’s two bishops have no strength. Black is to be preferred. 


6...2b4! 


Now White needs to seriously reckon with ...2xc3. 
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Position after: 6...2,b4! 
7.202 


The most competent defense against the capture on c3. 
7.4c2 This also defends against ...&2xc3, but here the queen is not safe. 7...d5 
A) 8.cxd5 With this move White gives Black an isolated pawn. 8...exd5 


Position after: 8...exd5 
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9.e3 [Not good is 9.£2d2? since Black has at his disposal 9...d4! 10.0e4 2xd2+ 11.@fxd2 0-0—+ 
White is catastrophically lagging behind in development.] 9...0-0 10.2e2 [10.23 doesn’t change 
the state of affairs: 10...294 11.0d4 &c8 12.0-0 2d6F and Black’s pieces are more active.] Here it 
was worth playing 10...@e4! 11.0-0 2f5 12.%b3 2e6F The white queen is positioned 
unsuccessfully, while Black can look to capture on c3 to damage White’s pawn structure. 

B) 8.¢3 0-0 9.8e2 dxc4 


B1) 10.2xc4 doesn’t change things siginificantly. I like the response 10...b6!N 11.0-0 2b7 12.8d1 
Wb8! 13.2e2 WeS5F The difference in the activity of the bishops makes Black’s position preferable. 


B2) 10.0-0 Black has a few good moves in this position, but I again recommend 10...b6!N 11.8d1 
We7 12.2xc4 2b7 13.2d2 Hac8 14.2e1 Wc5 15.2d3 De5 16.Axe5 Wxe5t The initiative is on 
Black’s side. 


7...d5 8.cxd5 exd5 9.e3 0-0 10.8e2 He8 11.0-0 
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Position after: 11.0-0 


Black has an isolated d-pawn, however, White’s pieces are constrained and the d2-bishop is 
especially underwhelming. I suggest the further... 


11...a6! 12.2c1 2d6 13.W%c2 We7 14.8fd1 2e6 15.a3 Bac8o 


Black is no worse. The d5-pawn is well protected, and he can gradually improve his position and test 
his chances on the kingside. 


( ¢) 3.cxd5 e6 4.-- ) 
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1.d4 Af6 2.¢4 c5 3.dxc5!? 


Indeed, why not destroy the black pawn that disturbs the white center? On the other hand, this pawn 
will almost always be won back, and the fact that White has exchanged his central pawn for a “half- 
central” one may serve as some success for Black’s strategy. This move has never been popular and 
most of the time it is used by amateurs, but in my database there are 1000 games with this move. 
Strong players among them include Hess, Miladinovic, Scherbakov, and Yakovich. 


3...e6! 


The most natural continuation and the strongest reply. Black simply wants to recapture with the 
bishop on c5, developing a piece. White, as it were, has surrendered the center and gained no 
advantages for doing so. In practice, White has played in different ways, and we will consider some 
of these possible continuations. 
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Position after: 3...e6! 
4.2¢3!? 


Actually an interesting and logical move. White wants to protect the pawn. 
In practice, White has also played: 
A) 4.e3 This leads to a transposition after 4...2xc5 5.0£3 0-0 (see 4.4f3.) 


B) 4.a3 This has independent meaning. 4...2xc5 5.b4?! [After 5.e3 I would recommend going to the 
main lines with 5...0-0 6.0£3 (see 4.03 or 5.0f3 0-0 6.e3] 5...&xf2+! 
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Position after: 5...2xf2+! 


Black does not need to be asked twice; this bold piece sacrifice gives Black a long-lasting initiative. 


6.2xf2 Ag4+ 


B1) 7.%g3? From the rubric “The king is a strong piece and will protect himself’, this leads to an 
even more dangerous position. (7...h5 8.e4 Wf6 9.242) Now Black has to strive to open lines, 


which he does best after 9...d5!N 
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Position after: 9...d5!N 
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10.exd5?? loses immediately. [10.h4! dxe4 11.Wel e3 12.0c3 Ac6 13.Af3 Wg6—> Black’s attack is 
slow and unpleasantly suffocating.] 10...h4+ 11.@h3 [If 11.x¢4 there arrives unexpectedly 
11...W£5# Yes, this is checkmate! ] 11...e5—+ White must part with the queen. 


B2) 7.el Wh4+ 8.93 Wt 9.Ba2 
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Position after: 9.a2 


9... 2+ 10.d2 Ae3 11.Ah3 Axd1 12.Axf2 Axf2 13.2g1 Ag4= White has some compensation 
for the pawn due to the two bishops and Black still needs to solve the problem of developing their 
light-squared bishop. However, since the position is without queens, time is not so important and 
Black should gradually establish harmony after which he will have a minimal advantage. 


C) 4.64?! An unsuccessful defense after 4...a5! 
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Position after: 4...a5! 


White cannot keep his pawn ‘fist’ on the queenside. 
C1) 5.%a4? is completely unfortunate: 5...0a6! 6.a3 axb4 7.axb4 @c7 8.Wixa8 Axa8 9.Exa8 2e7 


10.2f4 0-0 11.8d2 and now 11...d6—+ Although White has nominally compensation for the queen 
in the form of a rook, a piece and a pawn, he lacks in development, so his position is hopeless. 


C2) 5.65 &xc5 6.4\c3 White’s structure on the queenside is weakened, and Black has a convenient 
outpost on c5. I now recommend 6...d6!N 7.e3 Abd7 8.Af3 Abb 9.203 e5 10.0-0 2e6 11.Ad2 0- 
0+ Black has harmoniously positioned pieces, while White has a weak c4-pawn. 


D) 4.63? This weakens the dark squares too much. 4...2xc5 5.2b2?? 
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Position after: 5.2b2?? 


This move loses immediately. [Better was 5.e3!? Ae4! 6.2b2 2b4+ 7.Le2 0-OF The unfortunate 
position of the white king is clearly in Black’s favor.] Now Black wins easily after 5...W/a5+! 6.2c¢3 
[6.A\d2 does not save White, after 6...2e4—+ with a double threat of mate on f2 and a shot on d2] 
6...4\e4!—+ Threatening to take on c3 and mate on f2; White simply has no defense. 
In practice, the most popular is 4...¢\a6 However, I do not recommend this move due to 5.a3! @xc5 
6.b4 Ace4 7.3 Ad6 


rrr 


Rei VY 
b d 


aT 


y : 4, AZ, ay 
yt atits 


rs ee LEIS Se Ol SOT 


Cc 


35 


Position after: 7...0d6 


Now White has 8.c5!N 8...Af5 9.2f2 d5 10.e3+ Although the position is difficult, I like White’s 
position more. They have seized space on the queenside, while I do not understand what the knight on 
f5 is doing; in the future, Black must constantly reckon with g2-g4. 


Apart from the moves we have seen here, many other will be analyzed in the next subchapters. 


Back to my choice... 

4...Wa5+! 

Only one game was played with this move, and even then, in correspondence! 
5.Wd2 


I also considered the move 5.Ad2!?N 5...2xc5 6.2xc5 Wxc5 7.e3 b6 8.Agf3 0-0 9.2e2 2b7 10.0-0 
&\c6= With the further development of the rooks on c8 and d8, after which one can think of ...d7-d5. 


5...Wixd2+ 6.Axd2 4a6é 7.Ab3?! 
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Position after: 7.0b3?! 


This is a dubious move. In the game, Black thought that he urgently needed to win back a pawn and 
played 7...Ae4 (1-0 (18) Van Bommel, T — Kerry, J IECG email 2000) but I recommend an 
improvement. 


White should have played for example 7.23 2xc5 8.2g5 2e7 9.e4 d6 Black has a reliable 
“hedgehog” position. Personally, I like to play such positions Black because of the more advanced c4 
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and e4 pawns, which I can look forward to as hooks, suitable and attractive for undermining. 
7...Ab4!N 8.2d1 Ag4 9.2d4 Ac6 10.h3 Axd4 11.hxg4 Axb3 12.axb3 2xc5F 
Black won back a pawn and at the same time gained the advantage of the two bishops. 


( d) 3.dxe5 e6 4.24 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.dxc5!? e6! 4.2f4!? 


a 


Position after: 4. 2f4!? 
The bishop is much more reliable here than on g5 
4...2xc5 5.e3 0-0 6.0f3 d5 7.Ac3 Ac6 


A position has arisen akin to the Queen’s Gambit, but with an improved version for Black, since 
White has surrendered the center by playing dxc5. I want to note that the bishop is on f8, because 
usually dxc5 is only played when the bishop is on e7, to win a tempo, so in this position Black has 
extra tempo. In this critical position White has some choice... 
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Position after: 7...0c6 
8.a3!? 


This move deserves attention. White wants to play b2-b4 and it is also worth noting that his bishop 
remains on fl — in the case of ...dxc4 he can recapture on c4 in one move. 


A) 8.8e2 dxc4! Making White lose the tempo. 9.2xc4 Wxd1+! 10.8xd1 2b4! 
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Position after: 10...2b4! 
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A cool positional move, the goal of which is to spoil the pawn structure. It also threatens ...Ae4. 
After 11.0-0 2xc3 12.bxc3 We4 13.Bcl Bd8 14.h3 b6 15.Ad4 2b700 White’s two bishops are not so 
strong in this position, and in practical play I would choose Black, who has a wonderful object for 
attack — the c3-pawn. 


B) 8.cxd5?! is unsuccessful: 8...Axd5 9.Axd5 exd5 


mane 


ae eS 


Position after: 9...exd5 


B1) If White wants to prevent ...2b4 by playing 10.a3 then after 10...d4! 11.4xd4?? [11.b4!? 2b6 
12.2b5 Wf6 13.0-0 2¢4 14.h3 2h5 15.2xc6 bxc6 16.a4 Bfe8 17.a5 dxe3! 18.2xe3 Zad8 19.We2 
&xe3 20.fxe3 We7+ White’s pawns on b4 and e3 are weak, so Black’s chances are better. ] 
11...0xd4 12.exd4 &2xd4 13.Wd2 Wf6—+ 0-1 (17) Stajcic, N (2345) — Yakovich, Y (2530) 
Kecskemet 1991. White’s position is hopeless due to his extremely retarded development. 

B2) 10.2d3 2b4+ 11.%e2?! [Better was 11.2f1!? 2d6 12.!a4 &xf4 13.Wxf4 Wb6F In view of the 
unfortunate position of the white king, Black’s chances are preferable.] 11...Wf6+ Black is much 
better, and after 12.{%b1?! 294 13.h3 &xf3+ 14.gxf3 0-1 (27) Borsos, B (2301) — Nevednichy, V 
(2551) Lisbon 2018 14...h6—+ Black has a great positional advantage, and a damaged pawn 
structure has been added to White’s insecure king problem. 


8...2e8! 


A very strong move; Black plans ...e6-e5 
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Position after: 8...&e8! 
9.295 


Since ...e6-e5 is threatened, White removes the bishop in advance. 


A) If 9.8e2 the pawn thrust is good: 9...e5! 10.2g5 d4 11.2xf6 Wxf6 12.0e4 We7 13.b4 2b6 14.c5 
&c7 15.2c4 2e4 16.0-0 Zad8F Black has a minimal advantage due to the advantage of two bishops 
and a passed d4-pawn. 


B) It also makes sense to consider 9.cxd5 exd5 10.S2e2 and I now recommend the improvement 
10...d4!N 


40 


YW Aff, 


anNowo ft oO ® N © 


Position after: 10...d4!N 


With this move Black is ready to sacrifice a pawn, in order to activate his pieces. 11.Aa4 2f8 


B1) 12.Axd4 Axd4 13.Wixd4 Wxd4 14.exd4 Ad5 15.2cl 2g4 16.f3 2f5 Black builds his 
compensation on the fact that White is lagging behind in development 17.2f2 Zac8 18.Ac5 b6 
19.Ae4 He2 20.Ed1 &xe4 21.fxe4 Exe4 22.8d2 Exd2 23.2xd2 Bxd4F Of course, White has some 
compensation for the pawn, but Black can still boast a small advantage. 


B2) 12.exd4 is another possible continuation. 12...2d6 13.2xd6 Wxd6 14.0-0 294 15.Ac3 &xf3 
16.2xf3 @xd4= Because of the knight’s possession of the central square on d4, Black has a 
minimal advantage. 


Back to our main line and now it’s good to play... 

9...h6!N 

A useful move. In some variations, the h7-pawn will not be under attack. 
10.2xf6 


Tempting for White, risky. 


Insstead 10.8h4 2e7 11.cxd5 Axd5 12.8xe7 Acxe7 13.Axd5 Axd5 14.2d3 Wb6 15.Wc2 It is worth 
noting that the pawn is on h6 and Black does not have to waste a tempo. This is the benefit of Black’s 
ninth move. 15...d7 16.0-0 Sec8 17.Wd2 Bd8= 


10...8xf6 11.cxd5 exd5 
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Position after: 11...exd5 
12.8xd5 


Worse is 12.4\xd5?! Wxb2 13.2e2 [13.Ac7? loses immediately: 13...2b6 14.Axa8 2a5+ 15.Ad2 
"d8—+ and Black will deal the killing blow on d2.] 13...2e6 14.0-0 Bad8 15.8c4 De5 16.2b1 Axf3+ 
17.Wxf3 We5 18.afd1 &d7+ Black has a ‘bishop pair advantage’ and pressure on the d-file. 


12...Ad4! 13.Axd4 &xd4 14.8cl 294 15.8e2 Zad8 16.W%xb7 2xc3+ 17.bxc3 &xe2 18.2xe2 Bb8 
19.43 2b2+ 20.ef1 Weot 


White has an extra pawn, but for this he has paid the right to castle. The initiative belongs to Black: 
his rook on b2 is active and he can slowly construct an attack. 


( e) 3.dxc5 e6 4.g3 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.dxc5!? e6! 4.93!? 
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Position after: 4.g3!? 


After this move, positions emerge that are reminiscent of the Tarrasch Defense, but in a slightly 
advantageous version for Black. 


4...2xc5 5.292 0-0 6.Af3 Dc6 7.0-0 d5 


The Tarrasch Defense has appeared on the board, but Black has an extra tempo, because in the usual 
lines he plays ...2e7 before White takes on c5. Here, Black has played ...&f8xc5 directly. Black is 
ready to play positions with an isolated pawn: in return he gets lively piece play and good dynamic 
opportunities. 
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Position after: 7...d5 

8.cxd5! 

The most logical continuation. In fact, the c4-pawn was already under threat of destruction, so this 
capture is quite timely. Other moves, as my analysis shows, are worse. 


A) 8.a3?! White needs to be careful. After this careless move Black can snatch a pawn without 
remorse. 8...dxc4! 
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Position after: 8...dxc4! 
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Al) If 9.%a4 Black won’t just give up the c4 pawn: 9...0a5! 10.Ac3 2d7 11.Wc2 and now after 
11...0b3 12.&b1 &c8+ Black has an extra pawn and White’s compensation is blurred. 


A2) 9.@bd2!? I think this is the best sequel although Black can play 9...e5! 10.Axc4 e4 11.Ag5 
We7 12.b4 2d8 13.Wc2 2d4 14.2b1 &f5+ Black’s position is obviously better than White’s. The 
bishop on g2 butts its head against the pawn on é4, and the knight on g5 is also not handsome. 


A3) 9.Wic2 b5! 


SToTtls 4 feeee ate 


E72 
a 


ZG ep 
“ik l 7 


epee, “yp “yy 7, sa 
1, UN 


‘fora ? 
7 


BON) ROOT 


(eee 


Seeeed 


3 wun’ 


ESY, As YY Wy 
jaqay 27 LL W ee 
EEE 


abcdefgh 


— 


Position after: 9...b5! 


10.b3 2a6 11.bxc4 bxc4 12.e3 The strongest move now is 12...Aa5! 13.2d1 Wc7 14.Abd2 c3! 
Black does not hold on to his extra pawn, but instead activates even more of his pieces 15.%xc3 
4\d5 16.W4e5 [White must avoid 16.W/c2? due to 16...Axe3!—+] 16...2d6 17.Wh5 Zab8+ Black is 
better because White did not have time to develop his queenside. 
B) White can defend the c4 pawn with 8.@bd2?! But what does the immured bishop on cl think of 
this move? 8...2b6 The bishop moves away from possible attacks from the knight on b3 in advance. 
9.cxd5 exd5 10.Ab3 He8 
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Position after: 10...&e8 


B1) It is a pity to part with a bishop in case of 11.2¢5 h6 12.2xf6 Wxf6 13.W%d2 and now following 
13...d4 14.2acl 2e6+ The d4-pawn squeezes White’s position, and don’t forget that Black also has 
two strong bishops. 


B2) 11.Abd4 Many may be wondering what happens in the event of this “Nimzowitschian” 
blockade. 
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Position after: 11.\bd4 
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11...e4 12.2e3 Wf6 13.8c1 Bg! 
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Position after: 13...2¢4! 


B2.1) White can’t play 14.h3? 2xf3 15.0xf3 [15.2xB? Axg3 16.fxg3 Bxe3—+ and White’s 
position falls apart.] 15...2xe3 16.fxe3 Axg3—+ 


B2.2) 14.Axc6 bxc6 15.4d4 Hac8 
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Position after: 15... 2ac8 


16.b4 [16.£3? is no good due to 16...Axg3 17.hxg3 Exe3 18.fxg4 Wxd4—+ and Black will win at 
least one more pawn] 16...h5! 17.a4 a6 18.23 2xf3 19.exf3 Ad6+ The knight moves to c4 from 
where it will have a dominating effect, and if 20.Axc6 White loses an exchange after 20...2xe3 
21.fxe3 @c4 22.b5 axb5 23.axb5 @xe3F. 


B3) 11.24 Finally, it’s interesting to see how Black plays against this developing move. Whites 
brings the bishop out and wants to play Hcl. 
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Position after: 11.24 


11...h6! White needs to be ready for ...g7-g5 in some variations, and in general it is useful for 
Black to take control of the g5-square. An interesting position, but as the analysis shows, White 
does not solve his problems in any of the continuations. What is White’s difficulty? The fact is 
that, oddly enough, White has problems in finding the best squares for his pieces. He needs to keep 
an eye on the weak f2-square, while it is also unclear what to do with the cl-bishop. if he can’t find 
a good place to develop the bishop, then the problem of developing the al-rook follows. 


B3.1) 12.bd4 
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Position after: 12. \bd4 


Now 12...8e4! is very strong. For example: 13.2e3 Exe3! 14.fxe3 Ag4 15.Wd3 We7t Black, in 
giving up the exchange, has spoiled White’s pawn structure and gained the advantage of the two 
bishops; Black’s play is more promising. 


B3.2) 12.8cl We7 13.Bel? Ag4! 14.Afd4 Axd4 15.0xd4 g5—+ Just as at the beginning of a play, 
if a gun is displayed on the wall, then at the end it should be fired, and so we see here — after 
Black’s ...g7-g5 “shot”, White’s position is hopeless 
B4) 11.e3 As the saying goes: “One heals, the other cripples”. White removes the pressure from f2, 
but the bishop on cl becomes even more passive. 11...¢4! 12.h3 2h5 


B4.1) 13.g4? This is too optimistic. 13...226 14.@bd4 Sac8. But there was a great chance to 
punish White for his insolence on the kingside by 14...h5! 15.0h4 2e4 16.¢5 Dh7 17.f4 Af8—+ 
when Black has a decisive advantage due to White’s pawn structure 


B4.2) 13.Abd4 
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Position after: 13. Abd4 


In such positions, a very simple, but strong move is 13...ae4! Now after 14.24 W/f6 15.24 26+ 
Black has a great position. He can disturb White’s kingside by playing ...h7-h5, or he can plan: 
...a5, ...Bac8, ...Ab4, while White’s main problem is the undeveloped queenside. 


8...exd5 
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Position after: 8...exd5 
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9.295! 


White is not afraid to part with his bishop because it is the quickest way to put pressure on the d- 
pawn. Let’s consider the alternatives: 


A) 9.a3 The idea of the move is to play b2-b4 and develop the bishop to b2. 9...Ae4! 10.b4 Wf6! 
11.8a2 2b6 12.2b2 and now the strongest move is 12...d4!N 
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Position after: 12...d4!N 
It is not easy to make such a move in practical play, but dynamic factors due to the weakness of f2 


are in Black’s favor. 


A1) 13.@xd4!? It is important to understand what happen after this move. Now Black’s main idea 
is revealed in the move 13...2e6!! when White can’t take on e6 because of ...2xf2+. 14.0f3 Bfd8 


A1.1) 15.2xf6?! is worse, e.g. 15...2xd1 16.2xd1 &xa2 17.2a1 [17.2d4?? This is losing. 
17...Axd4 18.Axd4 &xb1 19.Bxb1 Ac3 20.2b2 &xd4—+ White is left a piece down.] 17...Axf2 
18.2f1 2d8 19.Ac3 Ag4+ 20.vh1 Bc4 21.h3 Ae3 22.Bc1 &c7 23.24 b5+ Black is better because 
of the superior pawn structure. 
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Position after: 15...2d4! 


Another precise move. Now 16.@xd4 &xa2 17.Axc6 Wxc6 18.0c3 2d5 19.Axd5 Wxd5 20.Wal 
f6 21.e3 We6= It goes without saying that White’s two bishops give him some compensation for 
the exchange, but nevertheless this is not enough for equality. 


A2) 13.65 2e6 14.8al Ded 


Position after: 14...0e5 


15.4xe5 [But not 15.4)xd4?? due to 15...4c4—+ and White suffers material losses.] 15...%xe5 
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16.W4d3 Ad6 17.Ad2 Wxb5 18.%xb5 @xb5 19.28acl [19.2xb7? is not good. For example: 
19...2ab8 20.222 4c3—+ and the knight on c3 gives Black a huge positional advantage.] 19...2ab8 
20.a4 Ac3 21.2xc3 dxc3 22.8xc3 2a5+ Black is better due to the advantage of two bishops and he 
also has a pawn majority on the queenside, which in the future may give him a passed pawn. 


B) 9.4c3 White provokes Black into capturing space. 9...d4 10.4a4 2e7 A critical position. The 
knight on the edge of the board is out of play and White will have to spend time bringing it to the 


center. 


Position after: 10...2e7 
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B1) 11.e3 This doesn’t equalize as Black has 11...d3! 12.0c3 2f5 13.Wa4 Bc8 14.2d2 a6F when 
the strong passed d-pawn gives Black slightly better play. 


B2) 11.b4!N This has not been encountered in practice but I think it is the strongest move, and 
only this continuation gives White equality: 11...2xb4 12.2b2 2e6 13.Axd4 @Axd4 14.Wixd4 Was 
15.a3 Be7 16.2c3 Wb5 17.2fb1 Wxe2 18.8xb7 Had8 19.We3 Rd1+ 20.8xd1 Wxdl+ 21.2f1 2xa3 
22.&xa7= The pawns on the queenside have been destroyed, and it is problematic to win on one 
side only. The position is equal. 


B3) 11.63?! This move has been encountered in practice several times, but no one has yet played 


11...b5!N 
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Position after: 11...b5!N 


12.Ab2 &f5 13.e3 dxe3 14.2xe3 8a3 15.We2 Hc8 16.had1 Wa5F Black has a slightly better 
position due to having more active pieces and the fact that the a2-pawn can become an object for 


attack. 
9...d4!? 


This move leads to a difficult game with some complications. The idea of the move is that the pawn 
on d4 constricts White’s position and leaves the e2-pawn backward. 
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Position after: 9...d4!? 


Black can also play 9...h6!? 10.2xf6 Wxf6 11.Ac3 d4 12.He4 We7 13.Axc5 Wxc5 14.Wd2 d8 
15.8acl and now after 15...W%e7 the position is somewhat unclear. However, the d4-pawn constrains 
White’s position and Black seems to have a very comfortable position. 


10.Abd2 Be8 11.8c1 2b6 12.Ac4 


The knight on c4 is good, attacking the bishop and putting pressure on the central squares. 
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Position after: 12.@c4 


12.4b3?! The knight is pressuring the d4-pawn from this square, but this pressure will lead nowhere, 
since the pawn is well-protected. 12...h6 13.2xf6 Wxf6 14.Wd2 and now 14...a5 15.8fd1 2e6 16.Ac5 
[If 16.abxd4?! Zad8 17.c3 224 18.M%c3 De5 19.Axe5 2xd1 20.8xd1 Bxe5+ White does not have 
much compensation for the exchange and is very far from equality.] 16...2xc5 17.2xc5 2xa2 
18.Axd4 @xd4 19.Wxd4 Bad8 20.Wa4 Wxb2F Black has an extra pawn, but even if White wins it 
back, the presence of a pawn on the queenside gives Black the better chances. 


12...h6! 


12...2c7?! This move is tempting, especially for those who like to have the advantage of the two 
bishops, but here this continuation is inaccurate, as 13.e3! dxe3 leaves White with a slightly better 
position. For example: 14.2xe3! 2g4 15.W%/b3+ White’s pieces are harmoniously located, he has 
pressure on the queenside, and one of Black’s problems is that he does not have a convenient square 
for the queen. 
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13.264 


In this position, I can recommend an improvement over existing theory... 
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Position after: 13.24 
13...g5!2N 


In the original source game, Black chose the alluring 13...4d5?! but had to suffer for more than 100 
moves to gain the draw in Galego, L (2445) — Cifuentes Parada, R (2490) Cienfuegos 1996. White 
has the strong 14.2e5!N 14...Axe5 15.Afxe5 2e6 16.Axb6 Wxb6 17.Ac4+ with some pressure for 
White, who has a strong Catalan bishop on g2 while the black pawn on d4 is weak. 


14.2d2 Ded 15.b4 a6 16.Axb6 
Perhaps better is 16.24 2f5 17.4%/b3 2e6 18.M%d3 2f5 19.W%/b3 &e6= with a repetition. 


16...%xb6 17.h4 Wd8 18.a4 2f5 19.b5 axb5 20.axb5 De5 
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Position after: 20...e5 
Black has an active position and the following example variation is possible: 
21.2b4 Axf3+ 22.exf3 Ac3 23.2xc3 dxc3 24.Wxd8 Zaxd8 25.8xc3 gxh4= 


Black has a comfortable position: his rooks control the central files and he can create pressure on the 
b5-pawn. 


( f) 3.dxe5 e6 4.4f3 ) 
1.44 Af6 2.4 c5 3.dxc5!? e6! 4.0f3 &xc5 5.e3 


Another quiet developing possibility for White. 
For 5.4\c3 see 4.4)c3 


5...0-0 6.a3 d5 7.b4 8e7 


White has seized the space on the queenside and is in no hurry to develop the queen’s knight, but this 
strategy has not only pluses, but also minuses: in the future Black will be able to “hook” onto the b4- 
pawn by playing ...a7-a5. 
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Position after: 7...8.e7 
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This move is being made right now so as not to give an opportunity to exchange queens. 


A) 8.2b2 After this Black is happy to exchange queens with 8...dxc4! 
Al) 9.4xd8 &xd8 10.2xc4 a5! 


Position after: 10...a5! 
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Starting to play on the queenside. 11.bxa5 [11.b5 doesn’t make things any easier for White: 
11...Abd7 12.Abd2 Wc5 13.2d4 and now after 13...a4t Black will have a long-lasting initiative 
due to the weakness of the a3- and b5-pawns] 11...Ac6 12.Abd2 @xa5 13.8e2 Ad5 14.0-0 led to a 
Black win in Marcetic, N (2396) — Brenjo, S (2472) Obrenovac 2005. The bishop on b2 is strong, 
so it is logical to set a breakwater of pawns against it with 14...f6! 15.2fb1 e5 16.2f1 ©&f8F Black’s 
chances are slightly preferable in this position: the a3-pawn is weak, and the black pieces are better 
positioned than their white counterparts. 


A2) 9.2xc4 Wxd1+ 10.&xd1 Now I like the following idea: 10...8d7!N 11.Abd2 a5 12.b5 a4! 
13.Ae5 Be8 14.Le2 Abd7F and again Black has pleasant play against the weak a3- and b5-pawns. 


B) 8.cxd5 @xd5 9.2b2 a5! 10.65 has been seen in correspondence play. Since the bishop on b2 is a 
strong piece, I recommend exchanging it by 10...2f6 11.%c2 b6 12.2e2 2b7 13.0bd2 Ad7 14.0-0 
&c8F Black is the first to capture the c-file, and it is not so easy for the queen to find a convenient 
square, so Black has a small advantage. 


8...a5! 
A strong move, after which the queenside squares are weakened. 


9.b5 Abd7 10.2b2 b6 11.2e2 2b7 12.0-0 8c8 13.8c1 Ac5S 
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Position after: 13...0c5 


14.82 


The most logical move as White needs to reunite the rooks. 
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A) 14.4e5 has been seen in practice, with a strong blitz player on the white side (1-0 (31) Terry, R 
(2504) — Aditya, M (2438) Chess. com INT 2020) However, this move does not seem dangerous to 
me, and here I recommend 14...@\fe4! 15.cxd5 Axd2 16.Wxd2 &xd5 17.Sfd1 f6 
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Position after: 17...f6 


As we can see, the knight must retreat, and this is the drawback of the 14th move. However, 1 is 
important for White to fight for the initiative regardless of material, so they should decide on 
18.Ac6! 2xc6 19.Wxd8 Sfxd8 20.2xd8+ &xd8 21.bxc6 &xc6F White has two strong bishops for a 
pawn. Of course, this is decent compensation, but still I think that in a practical game Black can 
exert pressure — he still has an extra pawn, although White’s chances of a draw are quite high. 


B) 14.&c2 was encountered in a game between strong Russian grandmasters. After 14...Afe4: 


B1) 15.4e5!? is deserving of attention: 15...Axd2 16.2xd2 2f6 17.cxd5 2xe5 18.2xe5 &xd5 19.f3 
We5 20.24 Wf6co Black is no worse: his strong knight on c5 dominates well in the center, while 
the fl-rook does not participate in the game and the bishop on e2 is passive. 

B2) 15.44?! (0-1 (48) Galkin, A (2598) — Savchenko, B (2630) Konya 2011) Here I recommend 
15...0xd2!N 
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Position after: 15...@xd2!N 


16.2xd2 Ae4 17.8c2 dxc4 18.2xc4 Wd6F By connecting the f8-rook to the game, Black’s chances 
are slightly better due to having somewhat more active pieces. 


14...dxe4 15.2xc4 We7 16.2fd1 Yb8 17.2e5 
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Position after: 17.2e5 


This position was reached in Maly, A (2371) — Abdusattorov, N (2627) Lichess.org INT 2021 (0-1 
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(64) ) and here I recommend: 


17...2d6! 18.2xd6 Wxd6 19.2f1 Yb8 20.4% b2 Bfd8 21.Ac4 &xd1 22.8xd1 Ag4 23.Afe5 AxeS 
24.Axe5 We7= 


The position is balanced, and Black can be satisfied. 

(g)3dxeSe64.003 sd 
1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.dxc5!? e6! 4.Ac3 

White develops a piece and takes control of the e4-square. 


4... 2x5 
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Position after: 4...2xc5 
Already in this position White has some options: 
5.Af3 


A) For 5.e3 0-0 6.Af3 see. 5.Af3 

B) 5.c4?! is not good; Black can quickly develop the initiative by targeting £2: 5...%/b6! 6.W%c2 Ac6 
7.225 Ag4 8.Hh3 0-0 9.2h4 and now the bold 9...d5! 10.cxd5 exd5 11.@xd5. Black has sacrificed a 
pawn, but in return has opened the position and freed his light-squared bishop. 11...2b4+! 12.4c3?! 
[The computer says that 12.2d1!? is best, but it is not easy for a human to play like that, and even 
here after 12...Wa5+4 Black has a simple and easy game.] 12...Age5 13.0-0-0 It seems that the White 
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has fought back and was even able to castle, but this is an illusion: 13...2xh3! 14.gxh3 Ad4 15.Wd2 
Aef3 16.We3 Bfc8 17.2d3 Bc6 18.292 Bxc3+! 19.2xc3 2xc3 20.bxc3 Hc8! 21.2xf3 Wb4!—+ 
Black’s attack is decisive! 


C) 5.24? would be a serious mistake due to 5...%/b6! This is a double blow, with the pawns on b2 
and f2 under attack. 6.Ah3 Wxb2 7.2d2 Wb6 8.%\a4 Wc7 9.Axc5 Wxc5F Black already has a big, 
close to decisive, advantage and went on to win. 0-1 (32) Bwalya, G (2281) — Mulenga, P (2110) 
Livingstone 2017. 


5...Ac6 
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Position after: 5...0c6 
6.e3 


A relatively sad move, since the bishop on cl remains locked in. But on the other hand, there was 
practically no decent alternative: 


A) White can’t play 6.225? Wb6! 7.c3 Wxb2 8.2xf6 gxf6 9.Xcl 2b4 10.Wc2 Wxc2 11.8xc2 b6—-+ 
Black has an excellent position with two bishops and an extra pawn (although they failed to finish 
things off in Harsanyi, K (2083) — Majdan, J (2219) Heraklion 2004 % (47)). So remember, dear 
reader, that not only can you get an advantage in the opening, but you can also throw a big 
advantage away! 

B) 6.23 0-0 7.2g2 d5 This is considered in the previous subchapter with 4.g3. 


C) 6.2f4? 
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Position after: 6. 2f4? 


6...%b6! 7.e3 Wxb2 8.8cl &b4—+ Black has an attack and an extra pawn. 


D) 6.e4? White should be careful, for example this active move runs into 6...@g4! and White simply 
loses an important pawn. 7.2e3 Axe3 8.fxe3 &xe3—+ The two bishops and extra pawn give Black a 
huge advantage. 


6...0-0 


Position after: 6...0-0 
7.82 


A) 7.2.03 d5 8.cxd5?! [Better is 8.0-0 dxc4 9.2xc4 This position will be considered after the move 
order: 7.2e2 d5 8.0-0 dxc4 9.2xc4.] 8...Axd5! 9.Axd5 Wxd5 10.0-0 Bd8 11.8e2?! [Or 11.2c2 Wh5 
12.2.d2 b6 13.8c4 2b7 14.Wa4 Hac8 15.2c3 £5 16.2c2 2d6F Black is ahead of White in 
development and also has excellent attacking chances.] 11... £5 12.Wa4 2d7 13.e4 Wg6F Black’s 
position is better: the e4-pawn needs protection, and in some variations, Black can use the d4-square 


B) 7.g3?! This move is a waste of time 7...d5 8.cxd5 Axd5 9.2g27! [Better is 9.Axd5!? exd5 
10.292 d4 11.0-0 dxe3 12.2xe3 2xe3 13.fxe3 We7F although in view of the weak e-pawn, White’s 
position is still worse.] 9...Axc3 10.bxc3 Wxd1+ 11.cexd1 a5 12.Ad4 2d7F Black is better. He 
has a better pawn structure, and in the future he can put pressure on the c-file by attacking the c3- 
pawn. White also needs to complete development and secure his king. 
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Position after: 7...d5 
8.0-0 


A natural and logical move. 
A) 8.cxd5 exd5 9.0-0 a6 10.a3 Ke8 This position will be discussed in Chapter 6. 


B) If 8.a3 then I like 8...dxc4! 9.Wxd8 &xd8 10.2xc4 Black is ahead in development and now I 
suggest the novelty 10...4d7N when, following 11.0-0 Ab6 12.2a2 Be7! 13.2d2 2d7 14.Bfd1 Be8 
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15.2e1 &f67, Black is slightly better due to the position of the bishop on f6, and he can consider the 
maneuver ...@\c6-a5-c4. 


8...dxc4! 


Black is not against playing the position without queens. Besides, after capturing on c4, Black 
essentially has an extra tempo (he is already playing as though with the white pieces) and certainly 
stand no worse. 


9.2xc4 


9.4%xd8 Now the rook occupies the d-file with tempo. However, usually one tempo is not enough to 


take advantage, so White’s position is very solid. 9...2xd8 10.2xc4 a6 11.a3?! 
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Position after: 11.a3?! 


But this move seriously weakens the queenside. [Better is 11.b3! b5 12.2e2 2b7 A position has arisen 
that was considered after the moves 9.8c4 a6 10.b3.] 11...b5 12.2e2 2b7 13.b4 2e7 14.2b2 Ad7! An 
important move; Black can try to use the c4-square for his own purposes. 15.2fd1 Ab6 16.2xd8+ 
Exd8 17.Ad1 4c8+ Black’s position is a little better because he can use the c4-square on occasion. 


9...a6! 


A strong move, the idea of which is to play ...b7-b5, and then the bishop can be developed to an 
active position on the b7-square. 
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Position after: 9...a6! 
10.%e2?! 


Although this move is possible and White’s position is solid, nevertheless it seems to me that it is 
better for White to immediately pursue a course to simplify the position. 
A) 10.a3?! 2d6! Now, due to new circumstances, Black himself rejects the possibility of a further 
exchange of queens. 11.b4 b5 
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Position after: 11...b5 
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Al) 12.2b3?! is worse. After 12...b7 13.We2 Black can gain the advantage with 13...0e5! 
14.Axe5 &xe5 15.2b2 We7 16.Bacl &xh2+ 17.2h1 Wb8F Black has an extra pawn, and although 
White can still defend, the maximum he can dream of is a draw. 


A2) 12.8e2 We7 13.2b2 Bd8 14.%b3 2b7 15.8fd1 Ae5 16.4)d2 was seen in Kahia, H — Littleton, 
M Leipzig 1960, 1-0 (37). Natural here is 16...2ac8! 17.2acl h5 18.h3 2b8t when Black can 
develop an initiative on the kingside, while White needs to constantly control the c4-square. 


B) 10.a4?! Preventing ...b7-b5, but weakening the queenside and in particular the important square 
on b4. 10...b6 11.We2 Wc7 12.2d2 2b7 13.Bfdl Ae5 14.4xe5 Wxe5 15.8ab1. Now Black can start 
an attack by playing 15...h5! 16.h3 &fd8 17.b4 2f8+4 The bishop on b7 is very strong and Black 
wants to play ...%g5 causing weaknesses on the kingside. 


C) From my point of view, it’s best to play 10.b3!? b5 11.Wxd8 Exd8 12.8e2 2b7 13.2b2 and now 
13...Ad7 14.8fd1 2e7 15.2f1 AcS= White has no weaknesses, so the position is equal. 


10...b5 11.243 


11.2b3 is another possibility: 11...2b7 12.e4 Ad4 13.Axd4 &xd4 14.e5. Now Black should play 
14...0d5! 15.Axd5 &xd5 16.2d1 2xb3 17.axb3 Wb6F White’s pawns on b2, e5, and f2 are all weak. 
Therefore, Black’s chances are slightly greater. 
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Position after: 11...2b7 


12.8d1 
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A) 12.b3 @b4 13.2b1 was seen in a blitz game between strong Russian players (0-1 (33) Zaitsev, A 
(2465) — Sjugirov, S (2831) Chess.com INT 2020). I recommend here 13...2e7!N 
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Position after: 13...%e7!N 


The bishop on c5 is not in the best place, so it is moved to a safer spot. 14.2b2 Hc8 15.2d1 Wb6 
16.a3 Abd5 17.Axd5 @xd5 18.2d4 We7 19.2d3 2f6 20.2xf6 Axf6F In view of the strong bishop 
on b7 and the possession of the open c-file, Black’s position is preferable. 

B) 12.e4 White tries to include the cl-bishop in the game, but this move weakens the d4-square. 
12...0d4 13.0xd4 &xd4 14.225. Here it is possible for Black to increase their control over the 
center by playing 14...W%/b8! 15.2e3 2e5 16.h3 Sd8 17.2fd1 h6F The strong bishops and control over 
the d4- and e5-squares gives Black somewhat better play. 

C) 12.2d2. Now the most natural plan, according to my chess understanding, is 12...2c8! 13.fd1 
Be7 14.Bacl Ad7 15.8b1 Wb6F Black’s pieces are a little more active, and although White’s 
position is solid, the bishop on d2 is very passive. 


12...8%c7 13.a3 
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Position after: 13.a3 

Now I can recommend... 

13...2e7!N 

The bishop heads to a safe square where it will not be attacked. 
14.2d2 De5 15.Axe5 Wxe5 16.2e1 Zac8 17.f3 Bfd8t 


Black has a small initiative: the e3-pawn is still weak, and if it advances, the f4- and d4-squares will 
be weakened. 


Conclusions 

In this chapter, we examined the positions that appear after 3.dxc5, as well as other rare moves, and 
as we Saw, to a greater extent they were dubious continuations. Continuation 3.dxc5 is not often 
found in the practice of strong chess players; rather more amateurs play this way. Still, after 3...c6 
Black simply recaptures the pawn and it turns out that White gave up his central d4-pawn for the 
semi-central c5-pawn. 


After 3.dxc5 e6 a critical position arises, in which we first considered 4.g3 and other moves, while in 
the second part we examined 4.43. In the first section, we considered various continuations —even 
holding the c5-pawn with moves such as 4.b4?!, or 4.2e3, to which I recommend the very rare 
4...W4a5! 


The main move in the first section was 4.g3, when, in general, positions arise from the Tarrasch 
Defense, but in an improved version for Black. Despite the isolated d-pawn, Black in most cases 
advances it to d4 and seizes space; the e2-pawn becomes backward, and White must also reckon with 
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...d4-d3. As the reader will (hopefully!) be convinced, Black’s position is quite comfortable. 


In the latter sections, we examined the positions that arise after 4.Ac3 &2xc5 5.Af3 Ac6 6.e3 0-0 
7.2e2 d5. Here, after 8.cxd5, positions arise that we will consider in Chapter 6, and I think that White 
needs to head for this continuation. Otherwise, as we saw, after 8.0-0 dxc4 Black is already playing as 
White himself, and in many positions, he has an initiative. White is best off pursuing a course towards 
simplifying the position and trying to make a draw. 
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Chapter 2 
3.e3 d5 4.Af3 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3 d5 4.Af3 
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Chapter Guide 


Chapter 2 — 3.e3 d5 4.03 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3 d5 

a) 4.-- 

b) 4.223 cxd4 5.2xd4 

c) 4.0f3 cxd4 5.Axd4 96 6.Ac3 &g7 7.-- 

d) 4. AB cxd4 5.Axd4 g6 6.3 297 7.!b3 0-0! 8.cxd5 Abd7 9.-- 
e) 4.0f3 cxd4 5.0xd4 26 6.Ac3 227 7.4%b3 0-0! 8.cxd5 Abd7 9.225 
f) 4.0f3 cxd4 5.4xd4 96 6.Ac3 &g7 7.cxd5 

g) 4.0f3 cxd4 5.exd4 26 6.Ac3 &g7 7.2e2 0-0 8.0-0 Ac6 9.-- 

h) 4.23 cxd4 5.exd4 26 6.4c3 297 7.2e2 0-0 8.0-0 Ac6 9.Bel 

i) 4.0£3 cxd4 5.exd4 96 6.0c3 297 7.2e2 0-0 8.0-0 Ac6 9.He5 

j) 4.0f3 cxd4 5.exd4 26 6.Ac3 227 7.8e2 0-0 8.0-0 Ac6 9.c5 

k) 4.0f3 cxd4 5.exd4 26 6.Ac3 297 7.2e2 0-0 8.0-0 Ac6 9.cxd5 
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1) 4.0f3 cxd4 5.exd4 26 6.Ac3 &g7 7.2e2 0-0 8.0-0 Ac6 9.h3 


( a) 4.-- 
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Position after: 3.e3!? 


This move is not as simple or toothless as it looks — the reader needs to take it very seriously and not 
as a second-rate move. On the face if it, it is a very modest continuation; Black attacks the center and 
White defends it without further ado. The downside of this move is obviously the passivity of the cl- 
bishop, but things are not so simple. White reserves the opportunity to play d4-d5 (if he is allowed, of 
course), and the main question is: what should Black do? 


According to my database, 3.e3 was played for the first time by William Watson Rutherford, 
President of Liverpool Chess Club, in a simultaneous game against the then-world chess champion 
Emanuel Lasker in 1895. Moreover, Lasker lost this game. At a high level, this move was played by 
one of the most creative chess players of the time, Frank Marshall, against Schlechter in San 
Sebastian in 1911, the game ending in a draw. 


Although 3.e3 itself has never been popular, a variety of transpositions to other openings can arise, 
and we will talk about this further. 


3...d5! 


This is how I recommend playing. Black immediately starts fighting for the center. The game can 
now take on a wide variety of positions from openings such as the Caro — Kann Defense, the 
Grunfeld Defense, the Tarrasch Defense and even the Nimzowitsch Defense. Other sequels are also 
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possible. 
White has several options in this critical position. 


A) 3...e6 4.d500 Interesting positions arise here, and if you are interested in this development path, 
then I can recommend my 2021 book “The Modernized Modern Benoni’. For this book, I would 
like to propose a new approach. 


B) 3...g6 4.d5 It is worth noting that 4...b7-b5 is not so good here, so Black is better off playing in 
the Modern — Benoni defense style (he needs to play ...e7-e6, undermining the center), which may 
not be to everyone’s taste. 


It is important to consider the immediate captures. 
4.cxd5!? 


A) 4.dxc5 e6 5.cxd5 [5.Ac3 &xc5 6.43 0-0 7.cxd5 exd5 8.2e2 “c6 9.0-0 a6 This position is 
discussed in Chapter 6.] Now nobody has yet played: 5...W/xd5!N 6.Wixd5 @xd5 7.2d2 2xc5 8.43 
4xc3 9.2xc3 0-0 10.Af3 b6 11.8e2 2b7 12.0-0 Ac6 13.8fd1 Bfd8= with a balanced position. 


B) 4.4c3 will be discussed in Chapter 3 while 4.43 is the subject of the next few subchapters. 
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Position after: 4... xd5 
5.dxc5 


5.c4?! Af6 6.e5 Ad5 7.dxc5 e6 8.Ac3 Axc3 9.Wixd8+ &xd8 10.bxc3. I now recommend 10...2d7!N 
11.Af3 Bc6 12.8e3 Ad7 13.2dl Ve8 14.0d4 &xc5 15.Axc6 &xe3 16.Ad4 &xd4 17.cxd4 Yea 
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When I look at this position, I think Black is a little better, however Stockfish maintains a value of 
0.00. Anyway, I would happily play this position as Black. 


5...c6 6.e4 Af6 7.Wxd8+ &xd8 8.Ac3 &xc5 
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Position after: 8... 2xc5 
9.Af3 


9.295?! The main question for this move is: Why? Why does White provoke Black into advancing 
his pawns? 9...h6 10.2h4 g5 11.8g3 Ah5 12.2e5 and now a useful move would be 12...2g8! 13.4a4 
2b4+ 14.203 &xc3+ 15.Axc3 We7 16.Bd1 Ac6 17.Af3 2d7F with a small advantage due to better 
development. Black’s plan also includes: ...g5-g4 and ...f7-f5, capturing even more space on the 
kingside. 


9...Ac6 10.2957! 


Better was 10.8e2!? 2d7 11.8f4 &b4 12.8d3 &e7 13.Bcl h6 14.a3 


79 


i i7 ij 
Wy Bay Loayyus We, YY 
J 7 Os a: 
abcdefgoh 
Position after: 14.a3 


White wants to drive the bishop away and play e4-e5, creating some difficulties for Black. However, 
a strong intermediate move follows: 14...g5! 15.2¢3 2a5 16.b4 2b6 17.4b5 [But not 17.e5 Ah5—+ 
when the e5-pawn is a serious weakness.] 17...Ae8 18.h4 a6 19.Ac3 g4 20.Ae5 @xe5 21.2xe5 £6 
22.2f4 2c6co with a complex game in which Black’s chances are no worse. 


10...h6 11.2h4 g5 12.293 Dh5 13.8d1+ 


om 
, KN 


Position after: 13.&d1+ 


Here the natural continuation is: 

13...8e7! 14.2c7 2d7 15.Ae5 AxeS 16.2xe5 Bhg8 17.2d4 2xd4 18.8xd4 2c6F 

Black is somewhat better developed and has laid the groundwork for some kingside pressure. 

(b) 4.063 exd4 50x04 0d) 
1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3!? d5! 4.Af3!? 


There is a specific idea contained within this move: White wants to play cxd5 and on ...Axd5 follow 
up with e3-e4, or even dxc5. In this case, the positions are advantageous for White. Let’s consider the 
alternatives. 
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Position after: 4. Af3!? 


In this position Black has an important decision to make. According to my understanding, Black 
needs to play... 


4...cxd4! 


I do not recommend 4...e6 due to 5.cxd5! 


A) 5...Axd5 is strongly met by 6.e4! The fact that White has no knight on c3 is beneficial for them 
since Black has to remove the knight with 6...Af6 and now 7.%\c3+ comes when White has 
comfortable play and, as practice has shown, slightly better play. 


B) 5...exd5 6.2b5++ Despite the fact that strong chess players have played this way, in my opinion, 
White can claim a stable advantage. 
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5.4\xd4?! 


After this move White loses some of his control over the center. 


A) Some games even witnessed 5.cxd5?! dxe3 6.2xe3 “xd5 Now some intrigue can be kept after 
7.&C4!N 7...c6 8.2xd5 2b4+ 9.4\c3 exd5 10.W4d4 2xc3+ 11.4xc3 0-0 12.0-0 Ac6F The opening is 
over, and Black has a healthy extra pawn, but White can hope for salvation thanks to the opposite- 
colored bishops. However, there are many pieces on the board, so White is still very far from 
equality. 


B) 5.exd4 This will be extensively covered in the following subchapters, as it’s clearly the main 
move. 


5...e5! 
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Position after: 5...e5! 
Now we must consider the various knight retreats. 
6.Af3 


Or 6.4b3 @c6 when: 
A) Several games have been played with 7.2e2 2e6 8.cxd5 Axd5 9.0-0 Se7 10.2d2 
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Position after: 10.2d2 


Nobody has yet played 10...a5!N trying to exploit the unfortunate position of the knight on b3. 
11.4\c3 a4 12.4\cl @b6F The a-pawn has seized space on the queenside and in the future, there is 
the idea of ...a4-a3 cutting through the dark squares. It is worth noting the passive position of the 
bishop on d2 and the unfortunate position of the cl-knight — these factors make it possible to prefer 
the Black’s position. 

B) 7.cxd5 Wxd5 8.8xd5 Axd5 9.a3 Be6 


B1) Surprisingly, the computer recommends 10.2b5!? @xe3 11.8xe3 &xb3 12.0-0F White, due to 
slightly better development, can seek compensation. Of course, it is very difficult for a human to 
find such a path, and nevertheless Black has an extra pawn and plays without risk. 


B2) 10.41d2? White defends against ...Ad5-e3, but 10...2b6 leads to a big advantage for Black: 
11.265 a5 12.a4 2b4 13.0-0 0-0-0—+ 


6...Ac6 7.cxd5 Axd5 


A critical position, and as the analysis shows, White cannot completely solve his problems. The pawn 
on e5 provides control over the center, while the white bishop on cl is passive. 
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Position after: 7... xd5 
8.24 


A) 8.e4 The disadvantage of this move is obvious - the weakening of the d4-square. 8...2b4+! It is 
advantageous for Black to exchange the dark-squared bishops, since in this case the black squares 
will be weakened even more, in particular the d4-square. 9.2d2 &xd2+ 10.Wxd2 Ac7 11.4 xd8+ 
&xd8 12.h3 @e7 13.4c3 and now Black has 13...2e6! 14.0-0-0 Ehd8 15.8e2 f6F Even if White 
exchanges all the rooks, thanks to more active pieces and an outpost on d4, Black still has somewhat 
better play. 


B) White can choose the preventive 8.a3, taking control of the b4 square. However, all the same, 
White’s main problem is the bishop on cl, and playing e3-e4, as stated previously, weakens the d4- 
square. 8...2e6 9.2e2 2e7 10.0-0 0-0 
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Position after: 10...0-0 
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B1) White has no time for 11.b4? due to 11...e4! 12.Ad4 [12.Afd2 loses immediately: 12...2.6 
13.8a2 “xe3—+ and Black emerges with a decisive material advantage.] 12...Axd4 13.exd4 Black 
has a decisive advantage and his further plans might include: ...f7-f5, ... !%d8-c7-c2. White has a 
worse pawn structure — the d4-pawn is isolated and weak — it is also difficult for White to complete 
development. In addition, Black possesses the c-file and can use the c2- and c3-squares in some 


variations. 


B2) 11.4 @f6 12.4\c3 has been seen before. In this position Black needed to seize control of the 
a7-g1 diagonal after 12...2c5!N 13.2¢5 [If 13.64 2d4¥ Thanks to the control over the d4-square, 
Black has a slightly better game.] 13...h6 14.4%xd8 &fxd8 15.2xf6 gxf6F White had to give up his 
black-squared bishop, since there were no other useful moves available. Black has a small but 
lasting advantage, since he has the two bishops and control over the d4-square. 


C) 8.£2b5?? This would be a gross mistake. 8...%a5+! 9.Ac3 @xc3 10.2xc6+ bxc6 11.bxc3 and now 
best is not the capture on c3, but rather 11...2a6!-+ Emphasizing the weakened position of the white 
king, which will be unable to castle short. 


8...2e6 9.Abd2!2N 


This is the best move to keep White afloat. 
A) 9.2xd5?! is rather a sad move, and here I like 9... %/xd5! 10.Wixd5 &xd5 
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Position after: 10... xd5 


11.4c3 [11.0-0 doesn’t change the state of affairs and after 11...0-0-0 12.0c3 Sc4 13.8d1 Sxd1+ 
14.Axd1 £6 15.2d2 2e7 16.8e1 Bd8+ Black is clearly better in view of the bishop pair and the d- 
line at his disposal.] 11...2c4+ White cannot castle short, and Black’s two bishops are very strong. 


B) 9.0-0? @xe3! 10.W%xd8+ &xd8 11.2xe6 Ac2 12.2f5 Axal 13.2e3 Now Black needs to save 
knight al, and this can be achieved by 13...0e7! 14.2e4 f5 15.8xb7 Ac2—+ although Black also had 
a decisive advantage after the game move 13...g6 (0-1 (25) Wiech, O (2236) — Berberich, C (2068) 
Baden 2015). 


9...e4 10.04 


10.Axe4?! @xe3! 11.Wxd8+ Bxd8 12.2xe3 2xc4F The white king is stuck in the center and Black 
has two powerful bishops. 


10...Axd4 11.exd4 
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Position after: 11.exd4 
11...f5 12.0-0 8e7 13.2b5+ &£7 14.Ac4 Bf8 15.Ae5+ Yg8F 


Black has a slight advantage. White has an isolated d4-pawn, and the “paper tiger” knight on e5 is not 
dangerous. 


( c) 4.0f3 cxd4 5.Axd4 g6 6.Ac3 &g7 7.-- ) 
1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3!? d5! 4.0f3!? exd4! 5.exd4 g6! 


I like this move, Black fianchettes the bishop where in the future there is a prospect of putting serious 
pressure on the d4-pawn. 
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Position after: 5...g6! 
6.Ac3 297 


A critical position has arisen. In this position, we will consider three main systems. 


White can put pressure on the d5-pawn in different ways: 
7.295!? 


Instead, 7.%b3 7.cxd5 and 7.2e2 are all covered in the next subchapters. 
A) 7.h3 This has no independent value. 7...0-0 8.2e2 “@c6 9.0-0 See the previous subchapters. 


B) Removing the central tension is not dangerous, e.g., 7.c5 0-0 8.2.d3?! This move just wastes 
time. [For 8.2e2 @c6 9.0-0 see 7.2e2 which will be discussed next] 8...2¢4! 9.8e2 [9.h3? doesn’t 
fit in very well. 9...2xf3 10.Wxf3 “c6 11.4e2 e5—+ White is far behind in development, and 
Black’s initiative in the center is very dangerous.] 9...c6 With favorable positions that arise in the 
next subchapter. 


7...0-0! 


Black ignores the threat to the d5-pawn, and the ideas in this variation are very similar to those in the 
Grunfeld Defense. By the way, for anyone among the readers who wants to get acquainted with this 
dynamic opening, I can recommend my book “Playing the Griinfeld” by Alexey Kovalchuk! 
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Position after: 7...0-0! 
8.2xf6 


A) 8.cxd5 %)xd5 leads to convenient play for Black. 
A1) In practice we have seen 9.W%/b3 @xc3 10.bxc3 but here nobody has tried 10...%a5!N 


nae 


a "B Cc rE e = - h 
Position after: 10...Wa5!N 


11.2d2 [White can’t just develop with 11.2e2?! due to 11...2xd4! 12.Axd4 Wxg5F In this 
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variation, the disadvantages of the bishop’s position on g5 are clearly visible.] 11...%c7 12.&cl 
4\c6 13.2e2 2e6 14.W%/b1 2f5 15.8%b2 e5F With better development and being first to start active 
operations in the center, Black is slightly better. 


A2) 9.2e2 Ac6 10.0-0 h6 11.2e3 Bf5 12.Wd2 Axe3 13.fxe3 e5 14.d5 e4! 
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Position after: 14...e4! 


An important move, otherwise White will play e3-e4 and get a protected d5-pawn 15.dxc6 exf3 
16.W4xd8 Saxd8 17.2xf3 bxc6 18.2xc6 &d2 19.8f2 and now instead of 19...2xb2 (4-4 (22) 
Cichocki, A (2336) — Mikrut, D (2418) Lublin 2006) Black can play 19...2fd8 20.2e1 2e6F with 
more than enough compensation for the pawn, due to the advantage of two bishops and an active 
rook on d2. 


B) 8.2e2 can be met by the very strong 8...e6! immediately attacking the c4-pawn. 
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Position after: 8...8e6! 


B1) If 9.c5 Black has 9...Ae4! exploiting the unfortunate position of the g5-bishop. 10.2e3 Ac6 
11.8cl 2g4 has been seen (0-1 (56) Hitzler, P (2251) — Mons, L (2173) Bayern 2009) but Black 
should have played 11...@\xc5! 12.dxc5 d4+ obtaining a clearly better position. Black’s pieces are 
positioned as actively as possible, while White has not yet castled. 


B2) 9.cxd5 2xd5! Black is not afraid to give up the bishop, since White’s two bishops pose no 
threat 10.0-0 ®c6 11.He5 [11.Axd5 Wxd5 12.Wa4 
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Position after: 12.a4 
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I recommend 12...h6!N 13.2e3 a6! 14.Bacl e6 15.8c5 Wd7 16.4%b3 @d5F Black has a pleasant 
position and play against the isolated d4-pawn, while White’s two bishops have no room to show 
their strength.] 11...ae4 12.Axc6 bxc6 was Bagheri, M (2313) — Kotanjian, T (2510) (0-1 (37) 
Hamedan 2017) but I prefer 12...2xc6! 13.Axe4 &xe4 14.2f3 h6! 15.2e3 [Or 15.2xe4 hxg5 16.d5 
&xb2 17.2b1 Be5 18.2xb7 Wd6F White’s position is solid, but the black squares are weak, and the 
white bishop is limited by its own d5-pawn, so Black can torment White for a long time. ] 
15...W/d5= In view of the weak isolated d4-pawn, Black can count on a small but stable advantage. 


8...exf6! 


I like this move, despite the fact that Black voluntarily ruins his pawn structure. The move makes a 
lot of sense: Firstly, the e-file is opened, and secondly, in the future, the f- and g-pawns can roll on 
the kingside. 


9.4xd5 


This reply has a meaning in its own right, but it is risky. 


9.cxd5!? It’s better for White to transpose back in the mainline with this move: 9...Ad7 10.2e2 Ab6 
11.W%b3 (See 7.{%/b3). 


9...Ac6 10.8e2 £5 11.0-0 2e6 12.8% b3 Aad 13.8 b5 
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Position after: 13.¥8b5 
13...a6! 14.8%b4 &xd5 15.cxd5 Wxd5F 
Black has a small but stable advantage thanks to the weak isolated d4-pawn. 
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“d) 4.Df3 cxd4 5.Axd4 g6 6.2c3 297 7.43 0-0! 8.cxdS Abd7 9.-- 
1.d4 Af6 2.4 c5 3.e3!? d5! 4.0f3!? cxd4! 5.exd4 96! 6.Ac3 297 7.4/b3!? 
This move resembles the Russian system in the Griinfeld Defense: 1.d4 Af6 2.c4 96 3.Ac3 d5 4.03 


297 5.Wib3. White’s idea is to put maximum pressure on the d5-pawn, and White also puts pressure 
on the b7-pawn. 
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Position after: 7.¥4b3!? 


7...0-0! 
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Position after: 7...0-0! 


A strong move, the goal of which is to finish development as quickly as possible. Black ignores the 
danger of the d5-pawn, because after 8.cxd5 there are several reasons to allow this position: a) Firstly, 
the pawns on the d-file are doubled, so their value is not so great; b) Secondly, Black plans to win 
back the d5-pawn. 


8.cxd5 


The most fundamental move and practically the only approach; other moves lead to a loss of time. 


A) 8.83?! dxc4 9.2xc4 “c6 White has to waste time to counter the threat of ...a5. 10.2e2 Age4 
11.8d1 Axe3 12.fxe3 Black has a few good moves available here, but I recommend 12...2b8! 13.0-0 
2f5 14.c4 2g¢4 15.d5 a5 16.4% b4 Sc8F Black is better due to having the superior pawn structure 
and bishop pair advantage. 

B) 8.c5?! This is also a waste of time as now Black can put pressure on the d4-pawn with 8...Ac6 


B1) 9.243? 
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Position after: 9. &d3? 


Now Black should play 9...2¢4! 10.2e3 @d7! Putting pressure on the d4-pawn 11.W/xb7 [Both 
11.Qxd5 &xf3 12.gxf3 Axd4—+ when White has a terrible pawn structure, and 11.¥/xd5 e5! 
12.dxe5 2e6 13.Wd6 Wa5 14.0-0 Adxe5—+ when White’s queen is stuck in the center of the board, 
are bad for White.] 11...2c8 12.2b5 8c7 13.Wa6 &xf3 14.2xc6 Ab8 15.Wa4 2xg? 16.2g1 Axc6 
17.&xg2 e5—+ White has big problems due to a bad pawn structure and the king being stuck in the 
center, while Black’s initiative with pressure on the d4-pawn is very unpleasant. 


B2) 9.2e2 Ae4! Attacking the d4-pawn. 10.2e3 e6 11.0-0 £5 
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Position after: 11...f5 


Notice how well Black stands in the center, with a strong knight on e4 and a lot of pressure on the 
d4-pawn. 12.2ad1 f4 13.8cl Ag5 14.0xg5 Wxe5 15.Wa4 After 15...2d7+ Black is clearly better. 
The d4-pawn is very weak, and Black can plan ...e6-e5 in some lines. 


8...Abd7 
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Position after: 8...@bd7 


Quite a natural continuation, the goal of which is to play ...Ab6 attacking the d5-pawn and 
neutralizing the pressure on the b7-pawn. This position is one of the tabia in the Panov variation of 
the Caro — Kann Defense. 


9.d6?! 


White does not want his pawn to be pressured or regained on d5, so it is discarded on d6. 


A) 9.8c4?! The second most popular move. Yes, White defends the d5-pawn with all his might, but 
Black has comfortable play after 9...2b6 10.0-0 Axc4 11.&%xc4 b6 Threatening ...2b7 with 
subsequent destruction of the d5-pawn. 12.2¢5 White is ready to part with his bishop to protect the 
d5-pawn. 12...b7 13.2xf6 exf6! This move requires explanation: Black recaptures away from the 
center, but he can gradually advance the pawns on the kingside, while the doubled pawns on the d- 
file are weak and need constant protection. 14.2acl Wd7 15.a3 
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Position after: 15.a3 


This position has been seen in practice, but I want to improve on Black’s play a little. 15... 2h6!N 
16.8cd1 Sfc8 17.Y%b3 2a6! Both bishops come to the edge of the board and reveal their power! 
18.8fel 2c4 19.W%c2 &2xd5 The advantage of two bishops often lies in the fact that at the right time 
one of them can be exchanged. 20.4@)xd5 Wxd5 21.W%/d3 &c7¥ Although the queen is considered a bad 
blockading piece, the d4-pawn is blocked and poses no danger. Black has a slightly better c-file at 
his disposal and, despite the fact that White has the e-file, this is not dangerous for Black. 


B) 9.2e2!? @b6 10.0-0 Afxd5 11.4\xd5 Wxd5! 
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Position after: 11...Wixd5! 


B1) Black is happy to exchange queens: 12.W/xd5 Axd5 13.8d2 and here my suggestion is 
13...2e6! 14.acl Sfd8 15.8fel Sac8F In view of the isolated d4-pawn and the strong d5-knight, 
Black has a long-lasting initiative. 


B2) 12.%b4 
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Position after: 12.¥b4 


An interesting position arises for evaluation after 12...2d7 13.Bel Sfe8 14.2d3 Wd6 15.W%/xd6 exd6 
16.214 2f8 17.2e4 d5 18.23 f6T. It is clear that Black is no worse, and in practical play it is 
somewhat easier for Black to play, with a small initiative is on his side. Black can sometimes push 
the pawns on the kingside, to drive the knight f3 away, which will radically improve his position. 
The black king is also closer to the center, which can be useful in the endgame. It is worth noting 
that the knight can move to c4 trying to tease b2-b3 from White; such a pawn move would slightly 
weaken the dark squares on the queenside and be exploited by Black’s black-squared bishop. 


C) 9.24 Ab6 


94 


“ 


4 Vy 
I), ae! 
. A, 


wn “ on 


STITT, ee eet 


/ Oa0e 


a 


Cece cf ee 


abcdefgoh 
Position after: 9... Ab6 


C1) 10.d6 exd6 leads to positions already considered (see 9.d6) 


C2) 10.2e5?! There is no need for Black to play this. After 10...Afxd5 11.8xg7 &xg7 12.Axd5 
@xd5 13.2c4 Wa5+ 14.Ad2 Ab6+ Black Black is better. In a game with an isolated pawn, 
exchanges are beneficial to the side that is fighting against the isolani. White has a weak d4-pawn 
and an unsecured king in the center; these factors give grounds to consider White’s position as 
dangerous. 


C3) 10.2c4 2f5 11.0-0 Bc8 
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Position after: 11...&c8 


White’s strategy has not been crowned with success and his pieces are forced to sound a retreat. 
12.2e2 “fxd5 13.0xd5 Wxd5 14.Wa3 We4 15.2e3 “d5F with comfortable play aga8inst the 
isolani. 


D) 9.a4!? deserves attention. 9...a5! 
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Position after: 9...a5! 


I like this move. It leads to an intense game where Black can compete for the advantage. 


D1) 10.2e2!? is one option for White. For example, 10...Ab6 11.0-0 Afxd5 12.Axd5 Axd5 
13.&d1 led to success for White in Zwirs, N (2388) — Xiang, Z (2310) 1-0 (50) Groningen 2016. 
However, I recommend playing 13...W%/d6!N 14.2d2 2d8 15.8acl Wb6 16.Y%xb6 @xb6t A position 
has emerged in which it is much easier to play the black pieces. Of course, the computer easily 
holds such a position for a draw, but for a human it is much more pleasant to play as Black. For 
example, after a move such as 17.63?! Black can already claim some advantage. 17...2e6 18.2b1 
Ac8 19.f1 Ad6= With a further transfer of the knight to f5 and a slightly better position. 


D2) 10.2g5 leads to the main line: 10...Ab6 11.2xf6 exf6 12.2e2 See 9.25. 
D3) 10.2b5 Abé6 11.0-0 Afxd5 12.he1 Be4 
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Position after: 12...2¢4 


D3.1) White should have played 13.@e5!? after which Black can retreat the bishop to e6 or f5 
when the position is still quite complex, but I would choose Black’s side since White has an 
isolani and Black can transfer the knight to b4. 

D3.2) 13.44?! Ab4 14.805 &xf3 15.gxf3 h6 16.2h4 g5 was seen in Krishna, C (2402) — Petrov, 
N (2591) (4-4 (58) Barcelona 2018). Instead, after 16...%d5+, White has a damaged pawn 
structure and his two bishops are not dangerous, whereas Black can occupy the outposts on b4 
and d5 with much the better game. 


9...exd6 
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Position after: 9...exd6 


Now the pawn on d6 is well-positioned, controlling the e5 square, and Black’s plan is a simple one: 
...2b6, ...e8, and ...2e6 when he will control the important c4- and d5-squares 


10.2e2 Ab6 11.0-0 


11.2g57! h6 12.2h4 [12.2xf6 can be met by 12...2xf6 13.0-0 2e6 14.%a3 AdSF when Black’s two 
bishops give him a long-term initiative.] 12...2e6! 13.Wa3 Ac4 14.4%b4 Wb6 15.Wxb6 ®xb6 16.293 
Efd8 


Position after: 16... &fd8 


17.0-0 [White can try to save the bishop by playing 17.h3 but after 17...2ac8 18.0-0 Abd5 19.Axd5 
4xd5 20.8acl &xcl 21.xcl £5+ White’s black-squared bishop is out of play.] 17...ah5+ Black can 
gain the advantage of the two bishops at any moment, or he can play ...f7-f5, threatening ...f5-f4. 
Black can also try to use the weakness of the c4- or d5-squares by placing a knight there. 


11...2¢6 
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Position after: 11... 2e6 
Now White needs to decide where to put the queen. 
12.4%d1 


To my understanding, a reliable move, as here the queen will not get hit, but it is a somewhat sad 
move, since White simply spent time playing d1-b3 and then back W/b3-d1. This maneuver clearly 
did not improve the position of White’s pieces, nevertheless, this is the most common answer. There 
are alternatives to consider: 


In practice, 12.&%b4!? has been seen. This is an attempt to justify the Wd1-b3 maneuver. 12...2e8 
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Position after: 12...2e8 


A) 13.8e1!9N 13...2c8 14.2d2 a6 15.h3 h6 16.2acl 2f8 Now it is not easy for White to find a move 
that improves his position, but the following looks logical: 17.2f1 2c6 18.b3 Abd5 19.@xd5 [But 
not 19.&%xb7? b6 20.!%a7 Be7—+ when the queen is caught.] 19...2xd5 20.2xe8 Wxe8 21.Hel Excl 
22.2xcl &2c6t Despite the fact that all the rooks were exchanged, Black retains a small initiative due 
to having slightly more active pieces. The d5-square is also available for the black pieces. 


B) 13.825?! h6 14.2h4 Abd5 15.Axd5 &xd5 16.8fel 
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Position after: 16. fel 
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The game Orlov, K (2243) — Dimitrijevic, S (2286) Belgrade 2010 ended in a draw ('2-% (48)) after 
16...W/d7, but stronger was 16...a5! 17.%a4 &b6+ With pressure on the b2- and d4-pawns, while 
White’s dark-squared bishop is out of play. 


12...8c8 


Position after: 12...2c8 
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With this move White wants to provoke Black into playing ...h7-h6 so that this pawn can be attacked 


in the future. 


13.e1 This move is useful anyway 13...Abd5 14.%a4?! saw White lose in Gospodinow, N (2250) — 
Sievers, S (2350) 0-1 (56) Germany 2001. [Better was 14.Axd5!? 2xd5 15.a4 &e8F although Black 
has the d5-square at his disposal and his bishop is excellent, while White’s pieces are not so well 
positioned.] 14...2)xc3 15.bxc3 Ae4! 
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Position after: 15...0e4! 


A) 16.Wxa7 2d5! 17.Wa3 [If 17.c4 then 17...2a8 18.4%xa8 Wxa8 19.cxd5 “c3+ White has some 
compensation for the queen, but this is not enough for equality.] 17...axc3+ Black owns the c-file 
and the knight on c3 dominates White’s position. 


B) 16.2b2 Axc3 17.2xc3 Exc3 18.Wxa7 2d5+ Black is much better due to the weakness of the a2- 
and d4-pawns, as well as the advantage of the bishop pair. 


13...Abd5 14.8c1? 


This is a serious mistake due to the loss of the a2-pawn. 


After the better 14.0 xd5!? 2xd5 15.a4 h6 16.2d2 Wb6 17.%b1 Bfe8 18.a5 Wc6 19.hcl Wd7F Black 
has better control over the board. The control of the d5 and e4 squares is especially striking, and 
White must keep an eye on the d4-pawn. Black has a small advantage. 


14...Axc3 15.8xc3 
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Position after: 15.&xc3 


This position was reached in Kalata, P (2255) — Buchnicek, P (2314) 0-1 (76) Slovakia 2005. Now 
Black should have played... 


15...2xa2! 16.Wal 2d5 17.8fcl 


A) If 17.84xa7?? &a8—+ the queen is trapped. 


B) 17.8xc8 Wxc8 18.M4xa7 We2 19.Ad2 Hed 20.Axe4 Bxe4 21.2f3 2xf3 22.oxf3 Wxb2+ White is 
facing a very tough defense; Black has an extra pawn and White’s pawn structure 1s terrible. 


Black has excellent chances to convert his extra pawn. 


17...&xc3 18.bxc3 a5+ 


( e) 4.0f3 exd4 5.Axd4 26 6.Ac3 297 7.Wb3 0-0! 8.cxd5 Abd7 9.2¢5 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3!? d5! 4.0f3!? cxd4! 5.exd4 g6! 6.Ac3 297 7.4%b3!? 0-0! 8.cxd5 Abd7 9.2g5 
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Position after: 9.825 
The most popular move is to destroy the f6-knight, thus reducing the pressure on the d5-pawn. 
9...Ab6 10.2xf6 


A consistent decision: White wants to keep the extra d5-pawn. 


A) 10.2c4 can lead to previously-considered positions: 10...Axc4 11.4%xc4 b6 12.0-0 2b7 13.8fel1?! 
[Better is 13.2xf6 exf6 — see 9.2c4] 13...Axd5 14.We2 [No better is 14.Axd5 &xd5 15.W4b5 f6+ 
when the bishop pair and better pawn structure give Black the advantage.] 14...he8 15.4acl Sc8+ 
Black’s position is noticeably better as White has no compensation for his static shortcomings. 


B) 10.2e2 This is rather passive. 10...afxd5 11.4e4 and here it’s good to reposition the knights by 
11...0f6!N 12.Ac5 Abd5 13.0-0 b6 14.4\d3 2b7F Black has wonderfully-positioned pieces; the 
excellent, blockading knight d5 dominates in the center, while the isolated d4-pawn gives Black a 
long-term advantage. 


10...exf6! 
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Position after: 10...exf6! 


We have seen a similar take before: Black opens the e-file and in the future can gradually advance the 
kingside pawns. the doubled d-pawns have no mobility and pose no threat. 


11.2e2 


A logical move; White needs to finish development. 


A) 11.2b5?! was played in the all-grandmaster clash Motylev, A (2505) — Vokarev, S (2462) 0-1 
(38) Moscow 1999. After 11...2g4! 12.8e2 White had lost time playing 2b5-2e2 and now Black 
has the strong 12...2xf3!N 13.2xf3 Be8+. 
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Position after: 13...&e8+ 


14.%f1 White has to lose the right to castle. [If 14.e2 &c8 The white king is stuck in the center as 
on 15.0-0? there follows 15...4xc3! 16.bxc3 &xe2+ when the two minor pieces are stronger than a 
rook.] 14...f5 15.2d1 “c8! As you likely know, the best blockading piece is the knight, so Black 
brings the knight to the center — even at the cost of sacrificing one more pawn. 16.¢3 Ad6 17.eg2 
Wa5= Black is a little better: he can push the pawns on the kingside, but he can also play ...b7-b5-b4. 
The d4- and d5-pawns are weak and pose no threat. 


B) 11.h3 White plays prophylactically; this move prevents ...2¢4. 11...a5! Threatening ...a5-a4. 
12.2b5 a4! 
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Position after: 12...a4! 


B1) 13.%%b4 was better. 13...Axd5 14.A0xd5 Wxd5 


B1.1) 15.2xa4 We4+ 16.2f1 2e6 17.2e1 Wd3+ 18.¢1 Efc8F It is difficult for White to establish 
harmony on the kingside. White’s king prevents the hl-rook from entering the game. Black can 
play further ...2f8, including the bishop in the game, whereas White needs to watch out for the 
weak a2- and d4-pawns 


B1.2) 15.0-0 &xh3 16.8xa4 Bfd8 17.2b3 Wed 18.Bfel Wed 19.8xf7+ wh8 20.Ah4 Wxh4 
21.gxh3 f5+ Black has a small but stable advantage due to the many weak white pawns and 
unsecured king. 


B2) 13.2xa4?? This meets with a rude awakening! 13...Axa4 14.Axa4 We8+ 0-1 Balashov, Y — 
Botvinnik, M Moscow 1970. White resigned due to the loss of a knight. 


11...a5! 
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Position after: 11...a5! 
Black’s strong move threatens to seize space by ...a5-a4 
12.a4 


Mechanically hampering the further advance, but now the b4-square is greatly weakened and can be 
used by Black’s pieces. 


12.0-0 has been seen in a correspondence game, but after 12...a4! 13.%/d1 Black went on to win in 
Lukasevicius, P (2068) — Popescu, I (2250) ICCF email 2017 (0-1 (51). [After 13.W%b5 2e8 14.2fe1 
2d7 15.4d3 Ba5 16.Wd2 Axd5+ Black has a active piece play and the bishop-pair advantage.] Now I 
recommend playing 13...2e8!N 14.8e1 2f8 15.a3 Ba5F The d5-pawn will not go anywhere, and 
Black can gradually improve the position, and at a convenient moment pick up the d5-pawn. 


12...Wd6! 


From here the queen can move to the useful b4-square and Black is also ready to increase pressure on 
the d5-pawn by ...&d8. 


13.0-0 &d8!? 
As practice has shown, both this move and 13...&%b4!? are good. 


14.2a3 2f5 
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Position after: 14... &f35 
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15.Ah4!? The only move that keeps White afloat. After 15...2d7 16.0 Sac8 17.h3 2f8 18.Ae4 W4 
19. WYxb6 Wxe4 20.e3 Wxd5 21.Wxf6 2xa4 22.2e5 Wc6 23.Wxc6 &xc6 24.2xa5 Be7 25.8c5 &xd4= 


the position is balanced. 


15...2f8 16.Ah4 2c8! 17.Af3 Axd5 18.Axd5 Wxd5 19.2c4 Wd7 20.8aal &g7 21.h3 2b4 22.Bed1 
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Position after: 22...We7+ 


Black has the advantage of the two bishops, possession of the open e-file, and in the future, it is 
possible to carefully advance the pawns on the kingside. White needs to constantly defend the d-pawn 
and has no counterplay. 


( f) 4.0f3 cxd4 5.Axd4 g6 6.0c3 2g7 7.cxd5 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3!? d5! 4.0f3!? cxd4! 5.exd4 96 6.Ac3 297 7.cxd5!? 
White relieves the tension in the center. 


7...Axd5 
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Position after: 7...xd5 
Several moves have been encountered in this critical position. 
8.%b3! 


The most popular and strongest move. White puts pressure on the knight, provoking an exchange on 
c3 and thus getting rid of the isolated pawn. 


A) 8.2c4?! Here the bishop is not reliably located and, as we will see later, it can get hit by the 
knight. 8...Axc3 9.bxc3 [9.W%b3? Ae4 10.2xf7+ “&f8 11.0-0 &%b6—+ and White has no compensation 
for the piece.] 9...&%c7 


A1) 10.e2 was seen in the grandmaster clash, Lugovoi, A (2515) — Ivanov, S (2543) St 
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Petersburg 2000, %-% (26). Here I recommend playing 10...224N 11.2b1 0-0 12.0-0 2x3! 
13.gxf3 “c6F when Black is slightly better because White’s pawn structure is unappealing. 


A2) 10.W%b3 0-0 11.0-0 @c6 
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Position after: 11...0c6 


A2.1) 12.425?! e6 13.2d3 b6 14.2a3 Now an important moment has arrived and I recommend 
14...2e8!N 15.Qe4 Hd8! Only now that the knight has moved away from the kingside does Black 
cover the d6-square. 16.2ad1 2b7 17.&fel Rac8+ Black has correctly defended and can now plan 
...2\c6-a5-c4 with an excellent position. 


A2.2) 12.8e2 the most reliable move. 12...2e6 13.%/a3 
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Position after: 13.%4a3 


13...2ac8 [13...0a5!? 14.hel Bac8 15.2d2 2d5 16.%b4?! e6 17.8acl Ac4t Black is clearly 
better due to the blockading c4-knight d5-bishop d5. He went on to win in Lovkov, R (2419) — 
Artemiev, V (2709) 0-1 (79) Chess.com INT 2021] 14.4b1 was seen in another high-level 
encounter, Hebden, M (2527) — Anand, V (2792) 0-1 (36) London 2014. Here the more natural 
14...4a5!? 15.2d2 2d5F gives Black a clear advantage due to his better pawn structure and 
control over the c4-square. 


B) 8.2b5+!? Ac6 9.0-0 0-0 
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Position after: 9...0-0 


B1) 10.2xc6 White spoils Black’s pawn structure. 10...bxc6 11.2g5 [The preventive 11.h3 has 
been seen. After 11...294 11...c5 12.Bel cxd4 13.Axd4 2b7 14.Ade2 the move 14...a5F is good. 
Black’s two bishops give him a long-term initiative.] 11...h6 12.2h4?! [Better was 12.2d2 294 
13.h3 &xf3 14.W%/xf3 h5+4 Black is somewhat better due to the weak d4-pawn, while the c6-pawn 
performs a good function in protecting the knight.] 12...f5+ White’s black-squared bishop is out of 
play and Black threatens to catch it. 


B2) 10.h3 A logical move, since Black wanted to play ...2¢4. Other continuations are worse, for 
example 10...2f5 
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Position after: 10... 2f5 


B2.1) White has also tried 11.2xc6 bxc6 12.%a4 but here Black has the very strong 12...a5!N 
13.a3 [The idea is that if 13.W%/xc6 then 13...0b4! 14.Wa4 2c2 15.Wa3 Bc8+ White’s queen is out 
of play, and the knight on b4 and the bishop on c2 perfectly dominate the queenside.] 13...%/b6 
14.8e1 Wb7F White’s b2- and d4-pawns are weak, and besides, Black’s two bishops provide 
some pressure. 

B2.2) 11.2g5 Black has a few good moves in reply, but I recommend 11...2c8N 12.2e1 h6 
13.0xd5 Wxd5 14.2xc6 Exc6 15.2xe7 Sfc8 16.Wb3 Be4 17.Ne5 Bb6 18.Wixd5 Bxd5 19.b3 Babs 
Despite the minimal material damage, Black’s position is no worse; the two bishops and active 
rooks compensate for the missing pawn. 


C) 8.2e2 Ac6 9.0-0 0-0 10.8%b3 @xc3 11.bxc3 (See 8.%b3.) 


8...Axc3 9.bxc3 0-0 
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Position after: 9...0-0 
10.22! 


White needs to develop his kingside and it needs to be done so that Black doesn’t attack White’s 
pieces, so the text move is the most accurate one. 


A) In the 21st century, in connection with neural networks, ideas with the movement of the h-pawn 


have become especially popular 10.h4!? Wc7 


A1) In case of 11.h5 Black can play 11...2e6! The b7-pawn is protected. 12.W%/b2 Ad7 13.2d3 Ab6 
14.h6 2h8 15.a4 Hac8F The advance of the h-pawn did not lead to anything bad for Black, while 
Black has pressure along the c-file and his pieces are ready to use the c4-square. 


A2) 11.8e2 2e6 
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Position after: 11...2e6 


12.c4? [The lesser of evils was 12.W4a3!? Hc8 13.2d2 h5 14.0-0 Ac6 15.8fd1 Aa5F White’s c3- 
and d4-pawns are weak, and Black has control over the light squares on c4 and d5, which gives 
him some advantage.] 12...2\c6 Now the d4-pawn and the maneuver ...@\c6-a5, after which the c4- 
pawn dies, are both threatened. On 13.2b1 Black has the logical 13...Axd4 14.0xd4 2xd4 
15.Wxb7 Wa5+ 16.2d2 &xf2+ 17.@xf2 Wxd2—+ with a healthy extra pawn and an attack on the 
white king. 

B) 10.2c4?! @c6 11.8e2 Wc7 12.0-0 2e6 A position has appeared which we considered in the 

variation 8.22c4?! 


10...Ac6 11.0-0 


A) 11.2f4 b6 12.0-0 2b7 see 11.0-0 


B) 11.243?! The bishop has nothing to do on the a3-f8 diagonal. 11...%c7 12.0-0 2e6 13.W/b5 Efd8 
14.8fd1 2d5 15.8acl Rac8+ White’s position is unimpressive and not so easy to play. After 

16.4 a4? a6 17.8c5 b6 18.2b4 b5 19.Wa3 (0-1 (37) Paehtz, E (2440) — Abel, D (2427) Germany 
2014) Black could have gained a huge advantage with 19...2h6! 20.2al Axb4 21.cxb4 Wb6— due 
once again to the bishop pair and total control over the c-file. 


11...b6! 
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Position after: 11...b6! 


An excellent move. Black kills two birds with one stone: he not only relieves the pressure on the b7- 
pawn, but also prepares the bishop to enter the long white diagonal. 


12.8d1! 


With this move White gives additional protection to the d4-pawn and can plan a future c3-c4. 


A) 12.295! h6 13.2h4 2e6 14.Wa3 Wd6 15.W/a4?! [Better was 15.4%xd6!? exd6 16.2a6 2c8 
17.2b5 2b7 18.&fel @a5co Black stands no worse; he can put his rook on the c-file and exert 
pressure on the c3-pawn.] 15...f5+ The bishop on h4 is in distress. 


B) 12.2f4 2b7 13.2fd1 Bc8 14.Bacl e6 15.W/a3 Now Black has the logical 15...2e8!N 16.h3 Aa5 
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Position after: 16...0a5 


17.He5 [17.2b5?! is not good, e.g. 17...2xf3 18.gxf3 Wf6 19.2xe8 Wxf4 20.Wa4 @c44 and White 
has a damaged pawn structure on the kingside, which gives Black more than enough compensation 
for the exchange.] 17...We7 18.W%b4 Ac6 19.2xc6 &xc6 20.2a6 Bcd8 21.Wxe7 Bxe7 22.295 £6 
23.263 a4 24.2d2 Bc7 25.c4 2f8T White needs to play decisively in order not to become worse. 
From the point of view of the computer, this position is equal, but in my opinion such a position 1s 
easier to play with the black pieces, since White has many pawn islands. 


12...2b7 13.2¢3 


A) 13.2¢5!? has been seen and here I recommend playing 13...h6!N 14.2h4 &c8 15.8acl Wd7 
16.2b5 Wf5 17.&%b2 e600 Black stands no worse and is even better in terms of pawn structure. 


B) 13.24 leads to previously-considered positions (See 12.2f4.) 


13...e6 14.8acl Bc8 
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Position after: 14...&c8& 
15.Wa4 


From here the queen attacks the a7-pawn and now ...4a5 will not come with tempo. 


One correspondence game saw 15.h3 We7 16.214 Af5 17.Wa3 2d5 18.Wb4 2f6 19.Wb2 &xf3 
20.2xf3 2g5 21.2xg5 Wxg5 22.c4 W6F and later ended in a draw (Kirsanov, V (2176) — Simokhin, 
O %-'4 (42) ICCF email 2017). However, Black is slightly better at this point due to better pawn 
structure and pressure on the d4-pawn. 


15...W%c7 16.c4! 


Such positions cannot be judged solely from the point of view of the pawn structure. Even though 
White has more pawn islands, the pieces are active and d4-d5, forming a passed pawn, is one idea. 
Here I will recommend an improvement on existing theory. 


16...Ae7N 
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Position after: 16...0e7N 
The knight is transferred to f5 
17.d5 Af5 18.2d2 Zfe8 19.h3 Yb8 
A difficult position has arisen. The following course of play is possible... 


20.203 exd5 21.2xf5 gxf5 22.cxd5 2xd5 23.8xc8 Wxc8 24.Wxa7 2xf3 25.gxf3 Web 26.2¢3 Wxf3 
27.Wd7 Bxe3 28.fxe3 We3+ 29.ef1 W13+ 30.e¢1 Wg3+= 


With perpetual check. 
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( g) 4.2f3 exd4 5.exd4 g6 6.0c3 2g7 7.2¢2 0-0 8.0-0 Acé6 9.-- 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3!? d5! 4.0f3!? cxd4! 5.exd4 g6 6.Ac3 Bg7 7.2e2!? 


With this calm move White simply plans to complete development. This position could also have 
come from both the Caro — Kann Defense and the Griinfeld Defense. In my book “Playing the 
Griinfeld” I discuss this position in detail, however in this chapter I will provide a few improvements 
as well as changes to some previous assesments. 
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Position after: 7. &e2!? 
7...0-0 8.0-0 Ac6 


This position has been met extensively in practice. Nowadays strong chess players rarely come here 
(amateurs mostly play this move against me) but in the database I found the names of such 
grandmasters as: Ivanchuk, Bareev, Sjugirov, Rogers, Yusupov, and Halkias. In this system White 
accepts being a little worse in terms of pawn structure, but do not underestimate the dynamic 
potential of his position. In my book on the Griinfeld Defense, I did not consider this next move... 


9.2951? 


The idea is to put pressure on the d5-square, keeping in mind the threat of 2xf6. There are 217 games 
in my database and this move was chosen by several strong grandmasters. The alternatives, 9.e1, 
9.c5, 9.cxd5, and 9.h3 are treated in the following subchapters. 


A) Deserving of attention is 9.2e3!? A logical continuation; White develops the bishop and 
strengthens the d4-pawn. In my book “Playing the Griinfeld” I did not consider this possibility 


120 


..dxc4! (9...dxc4!) This continuation poses as many problems for White as possible. 


Position after: 9...dxc4! 
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A1) The natural 10.2xc4 can be strongly met by 10...Ag4! 11.h3 @xe3 12.fxe3 e6 13.We2 a6 
14.a3 b5 15.8a2 Ae7F White has three pawn islands, which gives Black the better chances. 
Besides, do not forget that he has the advantage of the two bishops. 


A2) 10.45! Aas 


Position after: 10...@a5 
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A2.1) 11.W/d2?! is slow, e.g. 11...a6 12.had1 b5 13.He5 


Position after: 13. Ae5 


Here the strongest move is 13...b4!N 14.Aa4 @e4 The game is concrete and it is Black who has 
the initiative. 15.%d4 Ad6 16.f4 Af5 17.Wd2 Axe3 18.Wxe3 Bb8 19.2xc4 Bxe5 20.Wixe5 2d7 
21.2b3 Axb3 22.axb3 Hb5F Black is somewhat better: the white knight is unsuccessfully located 
on the edge of the board, and Black can organize pressure on the d5-pawn. 


A2.2) 11.b4! The only way 11...cxb3 12.axb3 “xd5! Now the following series of moves looks 
quite logical: 13.Axd5 &xal 14.Wxal Wxd5 15.2h6 f6 16.2d1 Wc5 17.b4! 


we Vd, Yy Yi 
‘Lae jae ee 


abcdefgoh 


122 


Position after: 17.b4! 


17...Wxb4 18.Wa2+ Ab3 19.2xf8 &xf8 20.2d8+ Le7 
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Position after: 20...&g7 


21.2d1! This is the only defence. 21...8%b6 [21...2g4 22.Exa8 &xf3 23.exf3 Welt 24.cbg2 Ad2 
25.Weg8+ Gh6 26.Wf8+ Gh5 27.Wt7 Wrl+ 28.¢3 Wel+ 29.eh3 W1+= With perpetual check.] 
22.Be8 &F7 23.2h8 &g7 24.He8= Neither side can avoid the draw 


B) 9.2f4 This move does not interfere with Black’s plans. 9...22¢4! 
B1) 10.c5 %e4 leads to previously-considered positions. 


B2) 10.He5?! &xe2 11.0xe2 dxc4 12.4xc6 bxc6 13.Wa4 Ad5 14.25 led to a quick win in 
Valkovic, K (2078) — Vovk, Y (2617) Malinska 2015 0-1 (29). The best move here is 14...&xe5! 
15.dxe5 Ab6 16.%xc6 Wd2+ The b2-pawn is lost and the passed c4-pawn gives Black a big 
advantage. 


B3) 10.h3 &xf3! 11.2xf3 dxc4 12.d5 Ab4 13.d6 e6 
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Position after: 13...e6 


B3.1) The lesser evil was 14.%a4 /b6 15.a3 Abd5 16.223 Wc5F White has some compensation 
for the pawn, due to the two bishops, but nevertheless only Black is playing to win. 


B3.2) 14.2xb7? would be a mistake in view of 14...2b8 15.213 Ad3 16.2g3 Exb2—+ with a huge 
advantage. 


B3.3) 14.d7?! Ad3 15.2d6 has been seen before and now I like 15...Axd7! 16.2xf8 Wxf8 
17.2xb7 Bd8 18.2 @xb2 19.&%c2 Wb4—+ Black has a knight and two pawns for the exchange, 
and the passed c-pawn is strong. Black has a decisive advantage 


9...2e6! 


Black, in turn, also adds a defender to the d5-square, and now he is threatening to capture the c4- 
pawn. A critical position has arisen: White has a lot of possible continuations. 
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Position after: 9...8e6! 
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Since Black threatened White’s pawn, White simply relieves the central tension, and this is a fairly 
popular continuation. However, I do not consider it the best way to play. 


A) 10.c5?! Even grandmasters have played this move, but Black seizes the initiative after 10...Ae4! 


Position after: 10...0e4! 
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Al) 11.2f4 h6! Threatening ...g5-¢4 


A1.1) 12.8e3 £5+ Black has an advantageous version of the Stonewall system. White’s position is 
not easy to play, for example: 13.Ae1? f4 14.0xe4 fxe3 15.fxe3 Exfl+ 16.2xfl dxe4—+ 0-1 (19) 
Thuroczy, B (2565) — Horvath, A (2235) Harkany 1995. Oddly enough, White’s position is lost. 
Black wants to play: ...2d5 and ...e5, activating the dark-squared bishop, after which White’s 
position does not hold. 
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Position after: 12...g5 


13.2e3?! [Somewhat better is 13.2h2 f5 14.&c1 f4% Nevertheless, White’s position is sad, as his 
dark-squared bishop does not participate at all in the game.] 13...f5 14.%b3 and now after 
14...Wc7! 15.8ad1 2f74 Black will soon push the pawns on the kingside, creating serious threats. 


A2) 11.8e3 @xc5! 12.dxc5 d4 13.4xd4 Axd4 14.2f3 Bc8 15.2xb7 Bxc5 
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Position after: 15...&xc5 


Black has a strong knight on d4, so White needs to exchange it. 16.@e2 @xe2+ 17.Wxe2 2c4 
18.W%c2 Bc7 19.2acl Be5 20.2fd1 Wb8 21.We4 Bxb7 22.Bxc4 2xh2+ 23.Lh1 2d6F Black has an 
extra pawn and good chances to convert it, which he did in Gogolev, A (2420) — Teterev, V (2504) 
St Petersburg 2017, 0-1 (43). 


B) 10.4c1 This move has been played by several masters, and allso a strong grandmaster, Zurab 
Azmaiparashvili. 10...dxc4 11.2xf6 &xf6 12.d5 &xc3 


iim 


Position after: 12...2xc3 
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13.dxe6 &xb2 14.exf7+ &g7 15.8xc4 Wxd1 16.8xd1 &f6 and now 17.2cc1?! [Stronger was 17.24! 
Rad8 18.292 Exdl 19.8xd1 &xf7 20.g5 &b2 21.2a4% with sufficient compensation for the 
exchange.] 17...kad8 18.2c4 &xd1+ 19.xd1 Bc8 20.94 Ad8 21.95 2b2 22.2b3 Hcl 23.Excl 2xclF 
In view of the opposite-colored bishops, White can hope for a successful defense. Nevertheless, 
Black will win the f7-pawn and he has pressure on the g5-pawn, so Black has some advantage. 


10...2xd5! 
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Position after: 10... 2xd5! 
Black is not afraid to give up the bishop, since in this position the bishops do not matter so much. 
11.Axd5 


11.4e5 can lead to mass exchanges: 11...Ae4 12.4xc6. Now Black has the natural 12...2xc6! 
13.Axe4 &xe4 14.23 2xf3 15.Wxf3 Wxd4 16.Wxb7 e6F The b2-pawn is under pressure and Black’s 
chances are slightly better. 


11...Wxd5 12.Wa4 
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Position after: 12.a4 


This position was reached in Xu, J (2440) — Ljubojevic, L (2605) Dubai 1986, 1-0 (69). Here it’s 
useful to play... 


12...a6! 

Controlling the b5-square and sometimes planning ...b7-bS. 

13.8acl h6 14.2f4 e6 15.8fd1 &fd8F 

Black has long-term pressure against the d4-pawn. 

( h) 4.4f3 cxd4 5.exd4 96 6.Ac3 287 7.2e2 0-0 8.0-0 Ac6 9.2e1 

1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3!? d5! 4.0f3!? cxd4! 5.exd4 g6 6.Ac3 297 7.2e2!? 0-0 8.0-0 Ac6 9.8e1 
The rook stands well on the e-file, but White’s problem is that it does not interfere with Black’s plans. 
9...2¢4! 


Black now wants to strike on f3 and then take on c4. A critical position has arisen in which White 
again has a large choice of continuations. 
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Position after: 9...2¢4! 


10.cxd5 


fz ma *. 


TTT 


ee 2 


Feceele, gg tt eseeet 


rrre) 


4 
3 

D 

Ay i, GR, RGR 
ia oe on 
1G ZowWey y 
(2G 4: =e | 


A) 10.c5 Relieving the tension in the center. 10...Ae4 11.2e3 e6 12.h3 [On 12.4d2 I recommend 
the simple 12...2xe2! 13.Axe2 Af6 14.2b1 a5F Preventing b2-b4 and Black can perhaps look to 
...06-e5.] 12...2xf3 13.2xf3 £5 


Position after: 13...f5 
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The result is a position similar to the Stonewall system, but without a bad light-squared bishop. 


A1) In case of 14.4\e2 I recommend an important improvement 14...&%c7!N [Black did not play so 
neatly in the game Keilhack, H (2254) — Ni, H (2653) Forni di Sopra 2014, 0-1 (56) 14...g5?! Now 
White had at his disposal 15.b4!+ giving him a queenside initiative.] 15.%/c2 a5? Black has 
prevented White’s counterplay on the queenside associated with the movement of the b-pawn and 
is now ready to advance his own pawns on the kingside. 


A2) 14.2xe4 fxe4 15.Wa4 was seen in Berberich, C (2115) — Erdelyi, T (2156) Germany 2010, 4- 
Y% (29). Now 15...a6! is good, peventing the knight from jumping to b5. After 16.2ad1 “h4+ Black 
can double his rooks along the f-file, advance his pawns on the kingside, or prepare ... e6-e5 in an 
advantageous way. 


B) 10.2¢3?! dxc4! 11.2xc4 &xf3 
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Position after: 11... 2xf3 


12.¥xf3 [White has also tried to not give up the d4-pawn with the unattractive 12.gxf3 e6 13.2c1 
Wa5+ but White’s pawn structure is ugly and Black can exert pressure on the d4-pawn.] 12...axd4 
13.4xb7 Now I recommend playing 13...2b8! 14.Wxa7 Ac2 15.kad1 Wc8 16.2a6 Wc6 17.He2 
4xe3 18.fxe3 2h6 19.2h1 2bd8 20.8f1 Wd6t when Black has an unpleasant initiative on the 
kingside for the pawn, and is threatening ...Ag4 and ...a8. 


C) 10.h3 This only helps Black. 10...2xf3 11.2xf3 dxc4 
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Position after: 11...dxc4 


C1) 12.d5?! is worse, e.g. 12...Ab4 13.Wa4 0-1 (21) MacDonald Ross, M (2215) — Rodriguez 
Vargas, O (2440) Dresden 2004. The most active move here is 13...Ad3! 14.8e2 Bc8 15.W/xa7 b5! 
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Position after: 15...b5! 


Black is ahead of White in development and dynamic factors are on his side. 16.@)xb5 [On 
16.Wxe7 b4 17.Wxd8 Bfxd8 18.4\a4 c3t Black has the more dangerous passed pawn, which gives 
him a strong initiative.] 16...Axd5 17.2xd5 Wxd5 18.a4 e6+ Black is clearly better because the b2- 
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pawn is weak, and the a-pawn is not dangerous. 


C2) 12.2xc6! This move is the least of all evils; White gives up the bishop, but spoils Black’s 
pawn structure. After 12...bxc6 13.Wa4 Black should play 13...W%xd4!N 14.2¢3 [14.hxe7 Wc5 


15.8e2 Ad5 16.2d2 Rab8t; 14.Wxc6 Bac8 15.4 Wd7+] 14...Wd7 15.8ad1 Wb7 16.Wxc4 Sfd8F 
The extra pawn is not so easy for Black to convert, but nevertheless it is an extra pawn, so Black 


plays for a win without risk. 
10...Axd5 11.h3 2e6 


A critical position has arisen in which it is not easy for White to improve. 
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Position after: 11...8e6 
12.2fl 


The most popular move: White wants to see what Black will do. 


Alternatively, 12.225. One of White’s problems is how to develop the dark-squared bishop. This 
solves the issue. 12...h6 
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Position after: 12...h6 


White has no good bishop retreat; 


A) In case of 13.2h4 Af4 14.2f1 g5 15.2g3 Axd4 16.2xf4 exf4 17.8e4 WxB+ 18.Wxf3 Wb6F 4-% 
(32) Tisdall, J (2465) — Ostenstad, B (2475) Norway 1994 Black has a minimal advantage. He has 
the bishop pair and an extra pawn, while the b2-pawn is also under attack. 

B) 13.2d2 Bc8 14.2d3 @xd4 15.Axd4 &xd4 White has retained his bishops, but Black has strong 
pressure on the long, dark diagonal. 
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Position after: 15...2xd4 


B1) 16.2xg6 Axc3 17.bxc3 2xc3 18.8h7+ Vh8 19.2xc3+ Exc3 20.4% b1 We7 21.2f5 Bxf5 
22.Wxf5 Rg8 23.Had1 [23.Wxf7? is ‘forbidden’ in view of 23...%c6—+] 23...c6 24.W/f6+ @h7 
25.8d7 Wxd7 26.4%xc3 &g5F Black has an extra pawn, but in view of the draughty black king, 
realizing the advantage requires good technique. 


B2) 16.2xh6?! &xc3 17.bxc3 &xc3! Black threatens ...2d3 followed by ...2xf2+ picking up the 


white queen. 18.2c4 /b6! 19. We2 2c4 20.Wd2 Bd8 21.2ab1 Wd6 22.8xb7 Ha3 23.863 [If 
23.2b1? Black wins with 23...2f3!! 
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Position after: 23...&f3!! 


With the idea of attacking f2, and if 24.gxf3 Wo3+ 25.eh1 Wxh3+ 26.%¢1 Wg3+ 27.2hl Wxf3+ 
28.2h2 2d5—+ Black wins] 23...2xe3 24.Wxd6 &xf2+ 25.xf2 exd6—+ Black has an extra pawn 
and, moreover, the weak a2-pawn is about to fall. 


B3) 16.2xe6!? @xc3 17.Wel 2f6 18.2xc3 fxe6 19.We4 EF7 20.2c4 &2xc3 21.bxc3 Exc4 22.Wixc4 
Wb6F Black has an extra pawn, albeit a doubled one. Going forward, Black can play against the 
scattered pawns on a2 and c3. 


12...8c8 13.225 h6 14.263 


14.2h4 This is strongly met by: 14...W/a5! 15.0a4 Af4 16.0c5 g5 17.2g3 Axd4 18.Axd4 Wxc5 
19.4\xe6 “xe6F Black has a healthy extra pawn. 


14...Axe3 15.fxe3 £5 
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Position after: 15...f5 
16.%a4 


16.Wid2 &f7 17.2ad1 was seen in Hansen, L (2565) — Mortensen, E (2424) 4-% (67) Aarhus 1999 
17...&%b6= Black has the more active pieces and at a convenient moment he wants to play ...e7-e5. 


16...2f7 17.2¢4 

Now I recommend playing: 

17...e6! 

Black does not want to exchange bishops, in order to keep the bishop pair advantage. 
18.8ad1 a5 19.2f1 a6F 


Intending ...b7-b5. Black’s position is somewhat better; Black has the c-file and plans to play ...e6-e5 
with active play. 


i) 4.Af3 exd4 5.exd4 g6 6.Ac3 2g7 7.2e2 0-0 8.0-0 Ac6 9.Ae5 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3!? d5! 4.Af3!? cxd4! 5.exd4 96 6.Ac3 227 7.2e2!? 0-0 8.0-0 Ac6 9.He5!? 
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Position after: 9.Qe5!? 


A dynamic continuation. There are 171 games in my database and this is how grandmasters and 
strong masters played. 


9...2e6! 10.Axc6 


White creates a weakness on c6, but let’s analyze other moves as well. 


A) 10.2f3 Putting pressure on the long, white diagonal. 10...dxc4 11.Axc6 bxc6 12.2xc6 Eb8 
Putting pressure on the b2-pawn, thus chaining the bishop to the defense of the pawn. 
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Position after: 12...2b8 


13.4a4? The seemingly logical and active continuation is actually a serious mistake. After 13...294 
14.2f3 2xf3 15.Wxf3 Wxd4 16.2e3 Wd5— Black has an extra pawn and a big positional advantage 
based on possession of the d5-square, the strength of the g7-bishop, and the weakness of the b2- 
pawn 

B) In practice, White has also played 10.cxd5 @xd5 11.8xc6 bxc6 12.4\a4 Now nobody has so far 
played 12...Y%d6N 13.@c5 2f5 14.2f3 Bfb8 15.8el Wb4+ With the threat of ...Ac2 when the d4- 
pawn is attacked. 


10...bxc6 11.c5 


In case of 11.cxd5 Black should have played 11...Axd5! Opening up the g7-bishop. 12.213 Wb6 
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Position after: 12...8b6 


13.295 [13.2xd5 is no better 13...2xd5 14.2xd5 cxd5 15.295 Bfe8 16.W%b3 Wxb3 17.axb3 2xd4F 
when Black has won a pawn and has excellent chances to convert it.] 13...2fe8 14.Wd2 Wxd4+ witha 
healthy extra pawn for Black. 


11...8b8 
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Position after: 11...2b8 
12.a3 


12./a4 has also been seen. 12...%c7 13.¢3 Wd7 14.8d1 2h3 15.b4 Ag4 
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Position after: 15...0g4 


16.f3? [The lesser of evils was 16.b5 e5! 17.bxc6 Me6 18.dxe5 2xe5 19.c7 Bbe8 20.2xe4 2xe4 
21.2b2 2xd1 22.8xd1 &c8+ Black is clearly better due to the extra exchange.] Now Black wins after 
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16...e5! 17.fxg4 exd4 18.2f4 dxc3 19.2xb8 We7 20.W%c2 We3+ 21.2h1 Exb8—+ Two bishops and 
passed c- and d-pawns provide Black with a winning position. 


Back to 12.a3 and it is a good idea to prevent b2-b4. 
12...a5N 13.Aa4 Wc7 14.93 Bbe8 15.8el 2h3 16.214 Wd8 17.Ab6 Ad7 18.Axd7 Wxd7F 
Black can plan ...e7-e5 or ...f7-f6, with ...e7-e5, so his chances are slightly preferable. 


( j) 4.0f3 exd4 5.exd4 g6 6.Ac3 297 7.22 0-0 8.0-0 Ac6 9.c5 


J 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3!? d5! 4.Af3!? cxd4! 5.exd4 g6 6.Ac3 227 7.2e2!? 0-0 8.0-0 Ac6 9.c5 


Although some strong grandmasters have played this way, positionally this continuation does not 
pose problems for Black. 


9...2e4! 
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Position after: 9...e4! 
10.263 


White strengthens the d4-square 


A) 10.2f4 2g4! A critical position. Black builds up pressure on the weak d4-pawn and White has 
several possible continuations... 
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Position after: 10...2¢4! 


Al) 11.4e5? would be a mistake in view of 11...Axe5! 12.2xg4 [12.Axe4 Bxe2 13.Wxe2 Ac6! 
14.4c3 Axd4— and White has no compensation for the pawn.] 12...Axg4 13.Yxe4 2xd4 
14.)xe4 dxe4 15.8fd1 Wd5 16.2e3 e5—+ Black had an extra pawn and a positional advantage in 
Djordjevic, Z (2083) — Cabrilo, G (2437) Pozarevac 2013, 0-1 (23). 

A2) 11.2e3 White played 2c1-f4 and now returns the bishop to e3, so of course this move is a 
waste of time. 11...f5 12.h3 2x3 13.2xf3 e6 
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Position after: 13...e6 
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Black has an advantageous version of the Stonewall system in the Dutch defense. Usually in this 
system the light-squared bishop is not a functioning piece, but here the light-squared bishop is 
completely absent. 
A2.1) 14.2xe4 dxe4! With ideas of ...e6-e5 or ...f5-f4. 15.d5 exd5 16.0xd5 Bf7 17.Wid2? 
[17.4 b3!? DaS 18.Wad Wxd5 19.kad1] We6 20.8d6 Wc8 21.Wxa5 2f8 22.8d2 £4 23.2d4 Wf5F 
Black is slightly better in view of the e4- and f4-pawns which can advance.] 17...4d7 18.4ad1 
4\d4—+ White is losing material and Black went on to win in the game Mirkovic, S (2360) — 
Tringov, G (2440) Vrnjacka Banja 1996, 0-1 (32). 


A2.2) 14.Ae2 BF7 15.2b1 
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Position after: 15.&b1 


White wants to play b2-b4, so logical now is 15...a5!N 16.a3 a4 17.b4 axb3 18.8xb3 “g5! 
19.2x¢5 Wxg5F Black is a little better, due to the better pawn structure — White needs to keep an 
eye on the a3- and d4-pawns, while Black might look to develop a kingside initiative by 
gradually advancing the pawns. 


A3) 11.8c1! A dynamic continuation: the rook works well on the c-file and can support the c- 
pawn: 11...e6 12.Ne5 Axc3 13.bxc3 Bxe2 14.Wxe2 a5 
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Position after: 14...0a5 


15.43?! [15.c4! Getting rid of a weak pawn and justifying the position of the rook on cl. 
15...2xe5 16.Wxe5 Ac6 17.We2 Axd4 18.4 d2 dxc4 19.Bfd1 Se8 20.Wxd4 Wxd4 21.8xd4 e5 
22.2d7 exf4 23.h4 b5 24.cxb6 axb6 25.&xc4= Due to the active rooks, White keeps the balance. | 
15...b6+ Black has an advantage due to the better pawn structure — White’s a2- and c3 pawns are 
weak — and can look to occupy the c4-square with his knight. 
B) 10.h3 Although this continuation protects the g4-square from the bishop’s invasion, it can 
nevertheless be a waste of time, since in some variations White wants to play h2-h4 with the idea of 
advancing the pawn to h5. 10...b6! 


B1) 11.2b5 2b7 12.cxb6 Wxb6 13.2xc6 &xc6 
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Position after: 13... 2xc6 


14.8e1 [After 14.44 Black has the strong 14...2xa4 15.W/xa4 e6+ with pressure on the b2- and 
d4-pawns.] 14...2ac8 15.&e2 Here I recommend 15...f6!N 16.2e3 @xc3 17.bxc3 Wa5F With the 
further ...e7-e5, Black will have a strong pawn center supported by two bishops. 


B2) 11.cxb6 axb6 12.2e3 @xc3 13.bxc3 Ba6 14.4\d2 


es 


Position after: 14.0d2 


Now the natural continuation is 14...%c7! 15.93 Bfc8 16.a4 e6 17.2f4 Wd7 18.2xa6 Bxa6F Due to 
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the better pawn structure, Black has a small but stable advantage. 
10...Axc5 


10...b6!? In my book “Playing the Griinfeld’” I suggested this move. 11.cxb6 Axc3 12.bxc3 axb6 
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Position after: 12...axb6 


I used to evaluate such positions as a slight advantage for Black due to the weak a2- and c3-pawns, 
but not everything is so simple. Here I recommend playing 13.2f4!? for White. After 13...8a6 [Or 
13...0a5!? 14.8el 2a6 15.h4! h5 16.2xa6 Bxa6 17.@e500 White has counterplay on the kingside 
thanks to g2-g¢4.] White needs to look for counterplay on the kingside, and this can be achieved by 
14.h4!N 14...h5 15.a4 e6 16.2xa6 Bxa6 17.We2 Wa8 18.kab] Wb7 19.2b5 Bxa4 20.2fb1 a6 
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Position after: 20...2a6 


Black has won a pawn, but White pounces on the weak b6-pawn, and with the next move White 
begins to develop an initiative on the kingside. 21.Ag5 We7 22.24 hxg4 23.Wxg4 Wc8 24.h5 e5 
25.Wxc8 Bxc8 26.2xe5 gxh5 27.2d6 26 28.2xe7 &xe7 29.2xd5= Thanks to his active pieces, White 
maintains equality. 


11.dxc5 d4 12.Axd4 ®xd4 13.8c1 2e6 14.b4 
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Position after: 14.b4 
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14.2f3 Axf3+ 15.Wxf3 was seen in Petrov, J (2431) — Guidarelli, L (2388) Pula 2003, 0-1 (43) and 
now the natural continuation was 15...W/c7! 16.Ad5 &xd5 17.Wxd5 &fd8 18.We4 Wc6 19.Wc2 Bd4= 
with an equal position. 


In the main game, I now recommend the improvement... 
14...Af5N 15.2f3 Axe3 16.fxe3 Bb8 17.24 We7 18.Ab5 We5 19.8el Zfd8 20.Wc2 2h62 


Despite the fact that Black has the advantage of the two bishops, White has a far advanced pawn 
majority on the queenside and active pieces. The position is objectively balanced. 


( k) 4.4f3 exd4 5.exd4 g6 6.Ac3 2g7 7.2e2 0-0 8.0-0 Ac6 9.cxd5 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3!? d5! 4.Af3!? exd4! 5.exd4 26 6.Ac3 297 7.2e2!? 0-0 8.0-0 4\c6 9.cxd5 
“\xd5 


The black knight has come to the center of the board with tempo. Now White has many possible 
continuations: 
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Position after: 9... Axd5 
10.2¢5 


Provoking Black to drive the bishop away. 
A) 10.2el 2e6 
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Position after: 10...8e6 


Al) 11.2f1 Sc8 12.295 h6 13.2d2 and now after 13...Axd4 14.0xd4 2xd4 15.4xd5 Wxd5 
16.2xh6 Bfd8 17.We2 Wf5+ Black has a strong dark-squared bishop in the center of the board and 
pressure on the a2- and b2-pawns. In addition, the most unpleasant ...4c2 is threatened, and it is 
obvious that White will not have an easy defense. 


A2) 11.225 h6 12.2e3 Bc8 13.Wd2 Axe3 14.fxe3 Wa5 15.kacl Hfd8+ The two bishops and better 
pawn structure makes Black’s position more enjoyable to play. 


B) 10.%b3?! This is the most popular move, but I don’t think it’s so great. The strongest is: 
10...2e6! 11.Wxb7 Axd4 12.Axd4 &xd4 
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Position after: 12...2xd4 


B1) If 13.&d1 then Black develops the initiative after 13...2b8! 14.%a6 Ab4 15.Wa4 Wb6 16.2f1 
2f5+ Black’s pieces can invade the c2-square, and White is also lagging behind in development, 
since he did not have time to introduce the queenside pieces into the game. 

B2) 13.2h6 &b8 14.!%a6 Exb2! This is a very promising exchange sacrifice. 15.Axd5 Wxd5 
16.2xf8 &xf8 17.8ad1 Exa2 18.Wd3 Ba4t 
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Position after: 18...&a4+ 
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With bishop and two pawns for the rook, Black has more than enough compensation for the 
exchange. Black will advance the a-pawn and is very close to winning. 


C) 10.Axd5 Wxd5 11.2e3 2d8 


a 


Position after: 11...&d8 


C1) 12.W/d2 doesn’t change things. For example: 12...2f5 13.&fd1 Now 13...8e4!N is my 
proposed new move. 14.b4 Wd7 15.Ag5 2f5 16.2c4 e6 17.2b5 a5 18.bxa5 Wd5 19.2xc6 bxc6F 
White’s pawns are weak, while Black has strong pressure on the d4-pawn and holds the bishop 
pair advantage. 


C2) 12.Wa4 2d7 13.Wa3 2e6 14.8fd1 Black has some good continuations, but I recommend 
14...4d6! 15.Yxd6 &xd6 16.2b5 Ec8F In view of the weak d4-pawn, Black is much better. 


10...h6 
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11.263 


White can try to keep the dark-squared bishop, for example: 


11.2h4 Here the bishop is essentially not involved in the game. 11...2e6 12.W%/d2? [12.£e1!? was 
better. True, after 12...Af4 13.2f1 g5 14.2893 Axd4+ White’s position is not exactly a bed of roses. ] 
Strange, but for some reason no one has played 12...g5!N 
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Position after: 12...g5!N 
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13.293 g4 14.Ah4 ®xd4—+ Black has an extra pawn and a positional advantage. 


11...Axe3 12.fxe3 2f5!N 
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Position after: 12... 2f5!N 
Provoking White into playing e3-e4. 
13.8%b3 


If 13.e4? 2¢4 14.d5 Wb6+ 15.2h1 &xf3 16.¢xf3 Wxb2! 17.dxc6 bxc6 18.Aa4 Yxal 19.Yxal &xal 
20.2xal Hfd8—+ Black has a decisive advantage because the rook and two pawns are stronger than 
White’s two minor pieces. 


13...2b8 14.04 Wd6F 


With a small advantage for Black due to the two bishops and better pawn structure. 


( 1) 4.0f3 exd4 5.exd4 26 6.Ac3 297 7.22 0-0 8.0-0 Ac6 9.h3 ) 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3!? d5! 4.0f3!? cxd4! 5.exd4 g6 6.Ac3 297 7.2e2!? 0-0 8.0-0 Ac6 9.h3 
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Position after: 9.h3 


A position has emerged from the Tarrasch Defense with reversed colors. White’s last move is useful, 
taking control of the g4-square and preventing ...2¢4. This move is the most common, but other 
continuations are also possible, so we must consider them. 


9...dxc4! 


Black creates an isolated d4-pawn for White. I overestimated such positions earlier and thought that 
Black was somewhat better, however, having analyzed many similar positions, I came to the 
conclusion that White also has his own dynamic opportunities. 


10.2xc4 a5! 
Black begins to build his play by putting pressure on the c4-square. 
11.2e2 


11.2d3!? 2e6 
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Position after: 11... 2e6 


A) 12.We2?! &c8 13.28d1 Ad5 14.Axd5 2xd5 15.2d2 %c6 16.2c3 White does not have any 
counterplay and it seems logical to me to play 16...e6! 17.de5 Wc7 18.We3 Sfd8+ Black has 
sustained pressure thanks to the isolated d4-pawn. 

B) 12.8e1! This is a specific move. White threatens to sacrifice the rook with Exe6. 12...@c6! 


B1) In my book “Playing the Griinfeld”, I only considered 13.2f1?! Now I will give another 
example: 13...&c8! This move is more useful than the recommended 13...a6, although that also 
gave Black somewhat better play. 14.225 
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Position after: 14.225 


Now Black has the natural and logical 14...h6! 15.2f4 Ad5 16.2293 Ab6 17.8e5 A@xe5 18.Axe5 
&c4 19.4)xc4 Axc4= Black has slightly better play due to the pressure on the b2- and d4-pawns 


B2) 13.2c2! A strong move. White wants to play 2b3, exchanging the light-squared bishops and 
weakening Black’s position in the center. 13...Wd6 14.2g5 Hac8 15.2b3 2xb3 16.Wxb3 h6 
17.2xf6 &2xf6 18.Ae4 Axd4 19.Axf6+ exf6 20.Axd4 Wxd4 
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Position after: 20...Wixd4 


21.8ad1 Wc4 22.Wxc4 Exc4 23.4d7 Hb4= Black’s extra pawn does not matter as it is doubled and 
thus devalued. The position is equal and should end in a draw. 


11...2e6! 
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Position after: 11... 2e6! 
From here the bishop controls the c4-square, which can be occupied by the bishop or the a5-knight. 
12.2el! 


This is only the second most popular move, but I like it the most. The rook on the e-file is located 
functionally and, if necessary, a positional rook sacrifice on e6 is possible. 


A) 12.He5 Ad5! 13.0xd5 2xd5 14.8e3 has been seen before, but Black has a simple game after 
14... 4d6! 15.213 Bfc8 16.b3 Ac6F With a small but stable advantage for Black due to the potential 
d4-pawn weakness. 


B) 12.225!2 Bc8 13.801 Ac4 
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Position after: 13...0c4 


14.2xc4!? [It is possible to switch to the main line after 14.b3 “d6 15.8el; See. 12.Hel] 14...2xc4 
15.8e1 He8 16.Wa4 In the earlier book, I proposed the following continuation 16...a6N 17.Ae5 2e6 
18.W%b4 h6 19.2e3! An exact move. [White didn’t play the best way in the game I offered 
previously. 19.2f4?! Ad5! The bishop on f4 comes under attack. 20.@\xd5 “/xd5F Black only has a 
minimal advantage.] 19...b5 20.a4 Wd6 21.0d3 2d7 22.axb5 Wxb4 23.4)xb4 axb5oo Black is no 
worse, but can we say that they stand better? I do not think so, although there is a difficult game 
ahead in which everything is possible. 


C) 12.b3 Bc8 13.2b2 
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Position after: 13.2b2 


The bishop on b2 is extremely poorly positioned. 13...Ad5 14.W/d2 ®xc3 15.2xc3 Ac6 16.8fd1 2d5 
17.8acl e6 18.%e3 Now with 18...@e7+ The knight is transferred to £5 with pressure on the d4- 
pawn, and if White thinks about exchanging all the rooks, this will not ease their position — it will 
still be worse for him due to the isolated d4-pawn. 


12...8c8 
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Position after: 12...2&c8 
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13.2¢5 


A) 13.4e5 I don’t like this continuation, since White removes a defender from the d4-pawn. 
13...0d5 
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Position after: 13...0d5 


Al) 14.0xd5 2xd5 15.2e3 Ac6 16.Axc6 &xc6 As you know, the side that has an isolated pawn 
should avoid exchanges, and White immediately breaks this rule. 17.%a4 Wb6 18.2b5 Now Black 
should play 18...2d6 19.8acl a6 20.2f1 &2c6 21.Wic2 Wd8+ when the d4-pawn dies the death of the 
brave. 

A2) 14.a4 is not dangerous and indeed Black went on to win in Hovhannisyan, M (2474) — De 
Jong, J (2444) Antwerp 2010, 0-1 (36). Here, the logical 14...a6! 15.Wa3 Be8 16.2d2 “c6 
17.Axc6 Exc6F gives Black a slight advantage. 


A3) 14.2d2 Ac6 
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Position after: 14...®c6 


15.4)xc6 [15.4xd5 changes nothing. After 15...2xd5 16.2c3 e6 17.2f1 Bc7 18.Wd2 Wf6F Black 
can play to win for a long time in view of the d4-pawn.] 15...&xc6 16.23 &c4 17.We2 &xd4 
18.2xd5 2xd5 19.2e3 &2c4 20.Wf3 Hd7 21.2xa7 b6 22.Wc6 
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Position after: 22.¥§c6 


This was Zhukova, N (2360) — Beshukov, S (2500) Berlin 1995, 0-1 (49) and now best was 
22...2xc3 23.2xb6 2d5 24.Wic5 Wa8 25.Wxc3 &xg2F Despite the material balance, the presence of 
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opposite-colored bishops strengthens the attack. White has a damaged pawn structure on the 
kingside and a vulnerable king, which gives Black better chances. 


B) 13.2f1 Threatening 14.&xe6. 13...2d5! 
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Position after: 13...0d5! 


B1) 14.2d2 Ac6 The d4-pawn is attacked and White must move the bishop again to protect it. 
15.825 h6 16.2e3 @h7 


Position after: 16...&h7 
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17.8c1 [Or 17.4a4?! Acb4! 18.Ac5 Bf5 19.4 Bc2 20.Wd2 b6 21.Na6 @xe3 22.8xe3 “Ad5 23.Ha3 
Here after 23...f5—+ Black has two bishops and an attack on the kingside.] 17...Axe3 18.fxe3 £5 
19.%d2 has been seen in practice and now Black should play 19...a6 20.8ed1 2f7 21.@h1 b5S+ 
Such positions have arisen earlier and, as we know, they are all clearly better for Black. 

B2) 14.&xe6?! This is no longer so strong. 14...fxe6 15.We2 Axc3 16.YWxe6+ Lh8 17.bxc3 EBxc3 
18.Ag5 Hc6 19.Af7+ Exf7 20.Wxf7 &2f6—+ The queen is trapped! 
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Position after: 14... ®b4 


15.4c5?! [15.%c3 is better but even here after 15...2£57 the initiative belongs entirely to the black 
pieces, which have created the threat of a knight invasion on c2.] 15...2d5 16.!%a4. Now, the 
following variation leads to a gigantic advantage: 16...2xf3! 17.Wxb4 @c6 18.Wxb7 @xd4 19.exf3 
&xc5 20.4d1 &d5—+ White has a broken pawn structure on the kingside, while the black knight in 
the center of the board dominates by influencing both flanks. 


13...Ac4!? 


This continuation is more tricky and it seems to me that Black has more chances of getting a small 
advantage here. The purpose of the move is to bring the knight into play: from the c4-square, the 
knight can be transferred to the kingside via the ...@\c4-d6-f5 route with further pressure on the d4- 


pawn. 


On the alternative 13...h6 White should play 14.2xf6!N [Previously, I only considered 14.2h4?! 
which leads to an advantage for Black.] 14...2xf6 15.Wd2 ©g7 16.8ad1 Ac4 17.2xc4 Bxc4 18.d5 
Wb6 19.Ae5c0 With a difficult position. Despite the fact that Black has the bishop pair advantage, 
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White has a perfectly normal position: his pieces are in the center, the d5-pawn grabs space, and his 
knights have excellent squares in the center of the board. 
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Position after: 13...@c4!? 
14.2xc4! 


White immediately destroys the knight; the fact is that White’s bishops have no prospects, so he can 
safely part with them. Other continuations are somewhat worse, for example: 


A) White can save his bishops by playing 14.&%b3 Ab6 15.Wa3 a6 16.Zacl 
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Position after: 16. acl 


Logical now is 16...8e8! 17.2d3 Ac4 18.W/b4 Yb6 19.W%xb6 @xb6F White has, in principle, a 
defensible position, but nevertheless he is somewhat worse due to the isolated d4-pawn. 

B) 14.b3 Ad6 15.&cl led to a very long draw in Peng, X (2410) — Sivuk, V (2560) Sanya 2017 2-4 
(106). Here we can recommend a small improvement: 15...h6!N 16.2f4 Exc3 17.2xc3 Ad5 18.Ycl 


4\xc3 19.4%xc3 Wb6F With the further ...2c8, ...@f5 and Black is somewhat better as he has an 
obvious object for attack - the d4-pawn. 


14...2xc4 15.Wd2 He8 16.2hacl 
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Position after: 16. acl 


16.2h6!? deserves attention and it looks natural here for Black to play 16...%b6! 17.2xg7 &xg7 
18.Had1 2d5 19.e5 Be6o Black can double with his rooks on the d-file, adding pressure to the d- 
pawn. White’s only weakness is the d4-pawn and his defensive resources are, of course, great. 


16...2e6 17.2h6 Wd6 18.8cd1 Bed8 19.e2 2d5 20.2f4 Web 21.8xe7 Sxf3 22.gxf3 Wxf3 23.83 
Wh5 24.d5 Bedoo 
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Position after: 24...%c4oo 


Black’s chances are no worse. White has a damaged pawn structure on the kingside, and he needs to 
be careful not to accidentally fall under an attack, because his king is somewhat deprived of cover. 


Conclusion 

We started to consider 1.d4 @f6 2.c4 c5 3.e3!? and found that although this continuation is not the 
most ambitious, it leads to various other openings such as the Caro — Kann Defense, Grinfeld 
Defense, Nimzowitsch Defense, Queen’s Gambit Accepted, and Tarrasch Defense. After 3.¢3 I 
recommend playing 3...d5! Now in the main line we have considered 4.4 £3 cxd4 5.exd4 26! 6.Ac3 
97 In this critical position, various continuations are possible. In this sub-chapter we have examined 
7.4b3!? with a position that may arise 


from the Panov variation of the Caro-Kann Defense. It continues 7...0-0 8.cxd5 Abd7 when White’s 
extra pawn is not felt. Furthermore, Black can create pressure on the d5-pawn and — as our analysis 
shows — Black’s chances are noteworthy. 


Then we considered the variation 1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3 d5 4.0f3 cxd4 5.exd4 96 6.Ac3 227 
7.cxd5!? Then the variation continues 7...2\d5 8.!%b3 @xc3 9.bxc3 0-0 when Black is better in terms 
of the pawn structure, but White is betting on the dynamic potential of his position. The central c3- 
and d4-pawns can advance and capture space, but they can also be targets for attack. Complicated 
positions with mutual opportunities and chances arise. 


Finally, we checked 7.2e2!? Then the variation continues 7...0-0 8.0-0 “c6. Here Black plans to play 
.. 224 and ...dxc4, organizing pressure on the d4-pawn, so White usually plays 9.h3, but I have 
considered alternatives that also deserve attention. 


Returning to the main line, 9.h3, and Black continues 9...dxc4 10.2xc4 a5. Black plays against the 
isolated d4-pawn, but do not underestimate the White’s dynamic potential, since the isolated d4-pawn 
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has both minuses and pluses. White harmoniously arranges his pieces in the center, and the d-pawn 
can capture space, an especially interesting game promised if it reaches d5. Analysis shows Black has 
nothing to fear, however, and in all cases has an acceptable position. 
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Chapter 3 
3.e3 d5 4.Ac3 


1.d4 Af6 2.4 c5 3.e3 d5 4.Ac3 


Y 
BA 


a 


Chapter Guide 


Chapter 3 — 3.e3 d5 4.Ac3 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3 d5 4.Ac3 e6 

a) 5.-- & 5.dxc5 

b) 5.cxd5 Axd5 6.-- & 6.Ac3 

c) 5.cxd5 @xd5 6.243 Ac6 7.AB Be7 8.0-0 0-0 9.-- 
d) 5.cxd5 Axd5 6.2d3 Ac6 7.Af3 Be7 8.0-0 0-0 9.a3 
e) 5.063 Ac6 6.-- 

f) 5.Af3 Ac6 6.cxd5 Axd5 7.-- 

g) 5.Af3 Ac6 6.cxd5 Axd5 7.265 

h) 5.AB Ac6 6.cxd5 Axd5 7.2c4 

i) 5.Af3 Ac6 6.a3 dxc4 7.2xc4 a6 8.a4 & 8.dxc5 

1) 5.Af3 Ac6 6.a3 dxc4 7.2xc4 a6 8.203 

k) 5.Af3 Ac6 6.a3 dxc4 7.2xc4 a6 8.0-0 b5 9.-- & 9.2d3 
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1) 5.Af3 Ac6 6.a3 dxc4 7.2xc4 a6 8.0-0 b5 9.2a2 


( a) 5.-- & 5.dxc5 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3!? d5! 4.Ac3!? 


This move begins the next big section. This position can arise from a variety of orders of moves, for 
example; (9 the lines)1_ 44 5 2.04 c5 3.e3 Af6 4.4c3, or 1.c4 Af6 2.Ac3 d5 3.d4 c5 4.63 as seen in one 
of Benko’s games, against Szilagyi in 1946. With his last move, White develops a piece but does not 
rush to develop the king’s knight. There is a trick in this, after which many variations will have a 
fundamentally different meaning in contrast to 4.0f3, where White immediately decided on the 
development of the knight. 
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Position after: 4.0c3!? 


4...e6! 


A critical position has arisen. The main move and most popular choice for White is 5.3, which we 
will consider in the next subchapters. For now, we will consider all other moves. 


White can create an isolated pawn for Black by playing... 
5.dxc5!? 


A) 5.2.d3!? dxc4 6.2xc4 a6 
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Position after: 6...a6 


Al) 7.413?! White should not allow the thematic advance ...b7-bS, e.g. 7...b5! 8.2e2 [8.2d3 2b7 
9.0-0 “bd7 10.We2 2d6 11.2d1 0-0 12.8c2 and now after 12...b4 13.dxc5 Axc5 14.Ha4 Axa4 
15.2xa4 Sc8 16.2d2 Wa5 17.2b3 Wh5- Black has a strong attack against the white king.] 8...2b7 
9.0-0 Abd7 10.b3 &d6 11.2b2 0-0 12.dxc5 2xc5 13.8c1 Hc8 14.Wd3 We7 15.2fd1 Now play 
might continue 15...&fd8! 16.h3 e5+ Black is the first to take action, and besides, the white queen 
is positioned unsuccessfully, so Black has a minimal advantage. 


A2) 7.a4 The game has switched to the realms of the Queen’s Gambit Accepted, but with some 
differences, as the knight is on g1. No-one has yet played 7...%a5!N 
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Position after: 7...4a5!N 


A, 
Wi 
GIG 


aN woh Oa ODN O 


abcdefgoh 


With the threat of ...b7-b5. 8.dxc5 &2xc5 9.2d2 2b4 10.4f3 0-0 11.0-0 Bd8 12.%b3 “c6 13.8 fd 
2d7= Black has quite a comfortable position. 
B) 5.a3!? With this move, White plans to take on c5, and then play b2-b4. 5...dxc4! 6.2xc4 a6! 
Black is also not averse to seizing the space on the queenside with ...b7-b5. Besides, it is always 
useful to take control of the b5-square. 


Position after: 6...a6! 


+ We - on a 4 @ 
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B1) 7.4£3!? I think that this is how White should play. 7...Ac6 8.0-0 (See 5.4f3 in the next 
subchapters.) 

B2) 7.Age2 b5 8.2a2 Natural here is 8...2b7! 9.0-0 Ac6 10.dxc5 &xc5 11.W/xd8+ Bxd8 12.b4 2e7 
13.2b2 &d2 14.2ab1 0-0 15.28fd1 Bfd8F Black’s position is preferable in view of the more active 
pieces, especially the rook on d2. 

B3) 7.dxc5 Yxd1+ 8.Axd1 &xc5 9.64 2d6 10.2b2 bS 11.2e2 Abd7 12.Af3 2b7 13.0-0 &e7 
14.4\c3 Here Black can play 14...2hc8 15.8acl 2c7¥ when he is better developed and plans to 
double rooks on the c-file. Although White’s position is solid, only Black can play to win. 


C) 5.63?! This only weakens the dark squares. 5...cxd4! 
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Position after: 5...cxd4! 


C1) 6.exd4?! 2b4! 7.2d2 Now it is natural to put pressure on the d4-pawn 7...Ac6N 8.cxd5 [8.a3 
2xc3 9.2xc3 We4 10.8cl Wh4t Black not only outstrips White in development, but also begins to 
develop an initiative on the kingside.] 8...Axd5 9.Axd5 Wxd5 10.2xb4 We4+! 11.2e2 Axb4 
12.%f1 0-0F Black is clearly better in view of the unsecured white king and the isolated d4-pawn 


C2) 6.W4xd4 Ac6 7.Wdl 2b4 8.2d2 
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Position after: 8. 2d2 


Now Black can prevent the idea a2-a3 with 8...We7!N 9.4f3 0-0 10.Wc2 2d8 11.2e2 [A beautiful 
option arises after 11.2d1 d4! 12.Axd4 Exd4!! 


Position after: 12...&xd4!! 


13.exd4 e5! 14.d5 Ad4 15.4% b2 2f5—+ Black has a decisive attack. Impressive play!] 11...dxc4 
12.bxc4 [Or 12.2xc4 b6 13.0-0 2b7 14.8fd1 Bac8 15.8e1 Sxd1 16.8xd1 Aa5 17.43 Axc4 
18.bxc4 h6+ With a stable advantage for Black, who has a better pawn structure and two bishops. ] 
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12...e5+ Black starts active operations in the center, which offers good chances. 
5...2xc5 6.cxd5 exd5 7.2b5+?! 
7.483 0-0 8.8e2 Ac6 9.0-0 (See chapter 4). 


7...Ac6 
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Position after: 7...0c6 
8.Af3 


8. ge2 0-0 9.0-0 a6 The bishop on cl is in a passive position, while the black pieces are perfectly 
positioned. 10.2a4 Wd6 11.a3 
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Position after: 11.a3 


Here it is good to strengthen the d5-pawn with 11...2d8!N 12.b4 2a7 13.h3 2b8 14.43 h5 15.2e1 
h4 16.A4f1 De5F It is obvious that White is the defending side. Black can bring the knight to c4 or can 
act aggressively on the kingside with ...g7-g5-g4. 


8...0-0 9.0-0 a6 
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Position after: 9...a6 


10.2xc6 


This is the most popular continuation, but after it Black stands no worse, thanks to the advantage of 
two bishops. 


A) 10.2e2 &e8 
Al) 11.a3 Here I suggest 11...2a7N 12.b4 d4! 13.exd4 Axd4 


ER SWE © 97] 


10 
. I 
LG OO oc o 


SITTTS sg gg fetta ee 


7 mana Zo 


ee 


(Lflf Y of 
ju 7) ages: 
YON FEY, 
| 


ee a ee 


abcdefgh 


Position after: 13...0xd4 


14.8a2 [14.4xd4 is worse, e.g. 14...Wxd4 15.2b2 Wh4+ with a kingside attack.] 14...2e6 15.2d2 
4\xe2+ 16.@)xe2 Wc7F The two bishops in an open position give Black a long-lasting initiative. 


A2) 11.63 2a7 12.2b2 2f5 13.h3 226 14.Rel h6 15.2f1 Wd6 16.g3 Bad8 17.2g2 Ab4F The 
knight invades the important squares c2 or d3 - this circumstance is unpleasant for White 


B) 10.2a4?! The bishop has nothing to do here. 10...¢4 11.W/c2 [Black is clearly better after 
11.2xc6 bxc6 12.b3 2d6+F.] 11...2xf3 12.gxf3 and here Black should play 12...2c8! 13.W£5 Se8 
14.&d1 4e5+ The damaged pawn structure on the kingside gives Black the opportunity to organize 
an attack. 


10...bxc6 
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Position after: 10...bxc6 
11.44?! 


The most often played move but it gives White nothing. 


A) 11.W%c2 2d6 12.h3 He8 13.63 c5 14.2d1 &b7+ Black’s two bishops supporting the pawn center 
give Black clearly better play, and after 15.%\a4? Black could have achieved a decisive advantage by 
playing 15...d4! 16.exd4 &xf3 17.gxf3 cxd4_+ The damaged pawn structure on the kingside again 
gives Black grounds to attack. 


B) 11.b3!? 2b7 12.2b2 2d6 13.8cl c5 14.4a4 Bc8 15.Ah4 
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Position after: 15.@h4 


Here Black can play the simple 15...2e8 16.0 f5 2f8F Despite some activity from the white pieces, 
Black’s chances are preferable due to holding the two bishops. 


C) 11.4 This is an ideological move. From here the queen attacks the c6-pawn and prepares e3- 
e4. Now, the easiest is: 11...2d7N 12.e4 h6 13.2f4 a7 14.293 dxe4 15.Axe4 Axe4 16.Wxe4 He8 
17.W/a4 Wb6F Black’s two bishops in an open position give him slightly better chances. Black’s plan 
includes the transfer of the bishop with ...&d7-e6-d5. 


11...2d6 12.%d3?! 


12.4)xc6 Wc7 13.Ad4 &xh2+ 14.8h1 Se5+ 
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Position after: 14... 2e5+ 
The bishop pair and slightly open position of the white king give Black better chances. 


12...a5 13.8e1 Dg4 14.Af3 We7 15.g3 Be8—+ 
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Position after: 15...&e8—+ 


In view of the weakened kingside (White’s weakened light squares), Blacks has a huge positional 
advantage. 
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( b) S.cxd5 Axd5 6.-- & 6.Ac3 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3!? d5! 4.2c3!? e6! 5.cxd5 Axd5! 


Black recaptures in the center with his knight and, importantly, avoids positions with an isolani, 
although this is not dangerous. 


Of course you can play 5...exd5!? 6.2b5+ “@c6 7.430 Then there is a powerful theory, in which 
practice shows that Black has good results. Nevertheless, I prefer the text move. 
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Position after: 5...xd5! 
A critical position has arisen, White has several continuations 
6.Af3!? 


A) 6.Axd5 Wxd5 7.Af3 Ac6 This is a transposition into subchapter f) 5.03 @c6 6.cxd5. 
B) 6.2b5+ @c6 7.4 £3 also leads to subchapter f). 


C) 6.c4?! Let me remind you that White played e2-e3 on move 3, and now he is playing e3-e4 on 
move 6. 6...Axc3 7.bxc3 cxd4 
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Position after: 7...cxd4 


8.Wxd4 [8.cxd4 2b4+ 9.2e2 Ac6! 10.Af3 0-0 11.2e3 f5—+ White’s position is not holdable due to 
the bad white king.] 8...%c7 9.Af3 Ac6 10.2b5 2d7 11.2xc6 &xc6 12.0-0 2d6 13.%xg7 0-0-0 
14.295 Bde8 15.Wd4 Shg8—> Black has more than enough compensation for a pawn, with his pieces 
aimed at the kingside, attacking the white king. 


D) 6.2c4 cxd4 7.exd4 [7.2xd5? is bad due to 7...dxc3 8.2b3 Wxd1+ 9.2xd1 and after 9...2b4—+ 


White’s position is hopeless.] 7...axc3 8.bxc3 Wc7 9.Wd3 2d6 10.Af3 “d7 11.0-0 b6 12.81 0-0 
13.Be4 
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Position after: 13.&e4 


White is trying to create an attack on the kingside and won quickly in Sulava, N (2552) — Ortega, L 
(2481) Saint Vincent 2002, 1-0 (23), but now I recommend 13...4e8! Freeing the f8-square for the 
knight, where the steed will take an active part in defending the kingside. 14.2h4 @f8 15.495 h6 
16.Ae4 Se7 17.214 Wd8 18.2h5 2b7 19.Bel Ag6 20.2d2 Wc7oo Black is no worse: he can exert 
pressure along the c-file, and White’s attack on the kingside is not dangerous. 


6...cxd4 


Position after: 6...cxd4 


7.exd4 
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A) 7.Axd5 White wants to exchange and simplify the game. 7...W/xd5 
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Position after: 7...Wxd5 


Al) 8.4xd4 Se7 9.2d2 0-0 10.%b3 Wxb3 11.axb3?! [Better is 11.A0xb3! 2f6 12.0-0-0 &d7 
13.2b1 &c6co with a complex position.] 11...2d7 12.203 Ac6 13.Axc6 2xc6F Black is better 
developed and has a little pressure; he managed to win in the game Piket, J (2640) — Brodsky, M 
(2545) Wijk aan Zee 1995, 0-1 (40). 


A2) 8.Wixd4 Wxd4 9.Axd4 2e7 10.2d2 
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Position after: 10.2d2 
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Now the simplest is 10...2d7! 11.Ab5 Aa6 12.2e2 0-0 13.0-0 2f6= 


B) 7.f%xd4!? Ac6 8.2b5 2d7 9.2xc6 &xc6 10.A0e5 @xc3 11.4xc6 was seen in the classic encounter 
Nimzowitsch, A — Tarrasch, S Breslau 1925, 1-0 (53). Black has some good possibilities, but my 
favorite is 11...W8d5! 12.Axa7 Wxg? 13.8f1 Wed! 14.bxc3 Wxd4 15.cxd4 Bxa7 16.2e2 2d6 17.2d2 
d7 18.8fb1 Zha8 19.2b3 Exa2 20.2xb7+ We8 21.8xa2 Hxa2= with a drawn position. 


7...Axc3 8.bxc3 We7 


White has the hanging c3- and d4-pawns, but the dynamic potential of this kind of position should not 
be underestimated. 
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Position after: 8...¥§c7 


White was faced with the question: How to defend the c3-pawn? This can be achieved in several 
ways: 


9.2d2 


The most natural move. 


A) 9.2b2 From here the bishop protects the pawn and White plans to activate it by playing c3-c4. 
9...0d7 
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Position after: 9...d7 


A1) 10.a4!? 2d6 11.2d3 b6 12.0-0 2b7 13.c4 0-0 14.d5 h6é! 15.h3 
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Position after: 15.h3 


[15.dxe6? “c5! 16.exf7+ &xf7 17.2e2 Sd8—+ and Black develops a great initiative.] 15...2ad8! 
16.2b1 De5 17.Axe5 2xe5 18.2xe5 Wxe5 19.8el We5 Visually, it seems that Black is a little 
better due to the fact that White’s center is crumbling, but White has dynamic factors. 20.h4 Wf6 
[20...Wxh4 21.%d3 g6 22.&xe6 This also leads to equality, but I would prefer to avoid White’s 
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activity.] 21.8a3 exd5 22.Wc2 g6 23.h5 Efe8 24.Bxe8+ Exe8 25.hxg6 elt 26.Lh2 Wh4+ 27.2h3 
W4+ 28.803 Wh4+ 29.2h3 Wf4+= with perpetual check. 


A2) 10.2d3 2a3! An excellent tactical resource; the bishop is inviolable due to the destruction of 
the c3-pawn. 11.¥%/b3 &xb2 12.4%xb2 0-0 13.0-0 b6 


So ee 


Position after: 13...b6 


A2.1) 14.8e4 has been seen and now Black has the strong 14...@a6! 15.2xa8 [15.8fcl Sac8 
16.W/a3 Be2 17.Wb2 2c4F White’s pieces occupy passive positions, while Black’s c4-bishop 
blocks the white pawns. Black is for choice.] 15...2xfl 16.8xfl Hxa8 17.2cl We4F It is much 
easier for Black to play this position as White is constrained by the need to care for the c3- and 
d4-pawns. 

A2.2) 14.c4 2b7 15.4@d2 Now it is good to transfer the knight to the kingside with: 15...2fd8! 
16.2e2 Af8 17.2fdl Ag6 18.g3 &d6co Black is no worse and plans to put strong pressure on the 
d4-pawn. 


B) 9.Wc2 Ad7 10.243 b6 
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B1) 11.4¢5 Here it is natural to drive the knight away: 11...h6! 12.Ae4 2e7 13.a4 2b7 14.0-0 0-0F 
Black is slightly better due to the pressure on the c-file and the weak c3-pawn. 
B2) 11.0-0 2b7 
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Position after: 12... 2d6 
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13.2xb7 Wxb7 14.%b3 0-0 15.8e1 and now 15...2ac8 16.2e3 Wa6F gives Black comfortable play 
against the weak c3-pawn. 

B2.2) 12.%e1 2700+ GM Mickey Adams played this and won following 12...2d6 13.2e4 &xe4 
14.&xe4 Adams, M (2724) — Houska, J (2401) London 2007, 1-0 (33) but after 14...&c8! 15.2d2 
0-0 16.2h4 h6 17.8e1 Sfd8 18.%b1 Af6F White’s attack on the kingside is not exactly terrifying, 
and the long-term static factors of the position — the pawn structure and pressure on the weak c3- 
pawn — should play their role. 


B3) 11.2e4! The strongest move in my opinion. In this position, I discovered a trick. 


B3.1) 11...2b7?! Natural, but now White has a strong continuation. 12.2f4!N 
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Position after: 12. 2f4!N 


B3.1a) I also considered 12...%c8 13.2d3! White is not afraid of ...2xf3, as in this case he 
expects to use the g-file to attack the kingside. 13...2e7 14.0-0 h6 15.2fel 0-0 16.%d2tT with 
unpleasant motifs of the bishop sacrifice on h6 in the air. White is better as his play develops by 
itself. 


B3.1b) 12...2xe4 13.Yixed Wxc3+ 14.2d2 Wxalt 15.2e2 Wxa2 16.Wxa8+ Ye7 17.Bc1t Black’s 
pieces are passive, while at the same time the white pieces are well positioned. Although the 
computer does not consider Black’s position to be bad, I think that no one would want to play 
such a position. 


B3.2) 11...2b8!N 12.0-0 2d6 13.Hel h6 14.d5 Ac5 
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Position after: 14...c5 


Now some complications arise: 15.Ad4 0-0 16.Ab5 &xh2+ 17.eh1 Wd7 18.exh2 Axe4 
19.Wixe4 Wxb5 20.c4 Wa4 21.2e3 White is down a pawn, but he wants to start an attack on the 
king. 21...2b7! From here, the rook can defend the king after ...f7-f5. 22.2a3 Hd8 23.dxe6 fxe6 
24.Wh4 Xe8= White has compensation for the minimal material damage, but no more than 
equality. 


9...0d7 10.243 2d6 11.0-0 b6 12.2e1 2b7 
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Position after: 12... &b7 


Both sides have developed their pieces in the best possible way. Now Black really needs to secure the 
king, whereas White needs to think about an active plan. White has tried various approaches... 


13.h3 


A useful move, as in some lines the pawn will not hang on h2. 


A) 13.c4!? 0-0 14.a4 [For 14.h3 see 13.h3.] 14...a5 Not the usual response, but it does halt the white 
a-pawn [14...&f4 has been seen before, when 15.8c3 led to a quick Black win in Gasanov, E (2485) 
— Zubov, A (2601) Pavlodar 2015, 0-1 (24) and here 15...&ad800 leads to a complex game.] 15.2b1 
Rfd8 16.h3 h6 17.8c3 Hac8 18.2al 2a6 19.8cl 2b7= Black has no problems. 


B) 13.45?! AxeS 14.dxe5 Bxe5 15.2b5+ LF8 16.W7/h5 
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Position after: 16.¥h5 


White has sacrificed a pawn, depriving the black king of castling rights, but this is not enough for 
full compensation. Black should now play 16...2f6! 17.2ad1 &g8 18.8¢5 Wc5 19.2d7 2f8 20.We2 
Wxg5 21.8xb7 h5 22.8xa7 h4 23.h3 Eh5 24.a4 2xc3F Black has secured the king, is able to activate 
the pieces, and can thus play for a win without risk. 


C) 13.h4?! 0-0 
C1) 14.h5 h6 15.We2 2f4 16.45 led to a win for Black in the high-rated online encounter 
Zherebukh, Y (2636) — Shimanov, A (2641) Chess.com INT 2018, 0-1 (35). Here the strongest 


move is 16...2xe5! 17.dxe5 Hfd8 18.2f4 Af6! 19.2h2 4 xh5! 20.kad1 Wxc3 21.24 Web 22.24 
Wxed4 23.2xd8+ &xd8 24.Wixed 2xe4 25.Bxe4 £5!-+ Black has a decisive endgame advantage. 
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C2) 14.4g5 was seen in Vidit, S (2721) — Giri, A (2769) Moscow 2019, 0-1 (44), and I 
recommend the improvement 14...h6!N 15.Ah7 [But not 15.Ae4 2h2+ 16.@h1 f5—+ when White’s 
position becomes perilous.] 15...2fe8 16.%¢4 @h8 17.Ag5 Af6 18.4h3 e5F White’s attack has 
come to a standstill, whereas Black begins active operations in the center. 


13...0-0 


A, 


a+ we & oo 4 oo 


Position after: 13...0-0 
14.c4 


A) 14.04 2f4 15.2xf4 Wxf4 16.Wd2 We7 17.0e5 Axe5 18.8xe5 Bac8 19.e3 96 20.2f1 Zfd8F was 
seen in Karjakin, S (2748) — Dubov, D (2700) Moscow 2019, 4-’4 (38). Black’s better pawn 
structure makes his position preferable. 


B) 14.8c1!? Bac8 15.495?! [Or 15.c4!? Bfd8 16.a4 &f400 with a difficult game in which Black’s 
chances are no worse.] 15...h6 16.0e4? [16.Af3 Bfe8F Black will play ...e6-e5, gaining the better 
chances.] 16...2h2+ 17.@h1 f5 18.Ag3 2x3 19.fxg3 Wxg3—+ Black has a winning position. 


14...8fe8 15.2c3 Hac8 16.2c1 2f4 17.8c2 2c6 18.2b2 
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Position after: 18.&b2 


It is difficult now to somehow improve the position; a slow, maeuvering struggle begins, and I 
recommend playing... 


18...8cd8! 19.g3 2h6 20.2f1 2b70 


With complex play, but White has no opening advantage. 


_¢) 5.cxd5 Axd5 6.2d3 Ac6 7.Af3 2e7 8.0-0 0-0 9.-- 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3!? d5! 4.0c3!? e6! 5.cxd5 Axd5! 6.2.d3!? 
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Position after: 6.2d3!? 


The most flexible and useful move. White retains the opportunity to develop the knight on e2 in some 
variations. 


6...Ac6! 


6...cxd4 is no longer good. 7.exd4 “xc3 8.bxc3 Wc7 9.He2+ Here the knight conveniently defends 
the c3-pawn. We will not deeply study further variations, which, in my opinion, are in White’s 
favour. 


7.Af3 2e7 8.0-0 0-0 


Both sides complete development, but each has a problem with the development of their queen’s 
bishop. It is also worth taking into account the tension in the center of the board. In the critical 
position that has arisen, various possibilities have been met in practice. 
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Position after: 8...0-0 
9.2e1!? 


If the e-file is opened, the rook will be positioned effectively. 


A) 9.@xd5!? This leads to mass exchanges. 9...!4/xd5 10.W%c2!? [10.e4 Here I can suggest an 

improvement: 10...!4%d7!N 11.dxc5 &d8 This was the reason behind Black’s 10th move. 12.2c2 

Wxd1 13.&xd1 Bxd1+ 14.2xd1 &xc5 15.2a4 2d7= The position is equal.] 10...Wh5 11.8e4 cxd4 
A1) The famous Ukrainian grandmaster, Leonid Stein, played here 12.exd4!? 2d7 13.2d2 Hac8 
14.4%b3 b6 15.2c3 Wad 16.Wc2 Ac4oo Stein, L — Tukmakov, V Reykjavik 1972, %-'4 (25). The 
position is dynamic, nevertheless I like Black’s position more because of the isolani. 


A2) 12.0xd4 ®xd4 13.exd4 2d6 14.h3 Eb8 15.a4 2d7 16.213 We6 17.Wxg6 hxg6 18.23 EBfc8= 
saw a draw in Ladva, O (2530) — Kveinys, A (2526) Liepaja 2017, 12-2 (48). Black is ok. 


B) 9.We2!? Freeing the d1-square for the rook. 9...A\db4! 
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Position after: 9...@db4! 


B1) 10.2e4!? b6! 11.&d1 2a6 12.\Wel cxd4 13.a3 Ad5 14.4)xd4 Axd4 15.8xd4 26 
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Position after: 15... 2f6 


16.Axd5?! [16.8d1 &xc3 17.bxc3 &c4 18.2xh7+ &xh7 19.e4 &g8 20.exd5 2xd5 21.c4 W6 
22.2b2 Wxb2 23.cxd5 exd5 24.8xd5=] 16...exd5 17.8d1 [17.2xd5 We7 18.8c2 2b7 19.Rd2 Sfd8F 
It is difficult for White to complete the development of the queenside, and the extra pawn is not 
felt at all.] and now 17...2c4! leads to an advantage for Black. 18.2f3 &e8 19.a4 &c8+ Black has 
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pressure on the queenside, whereas White not only needs to finish developing, but also has to keep 
an eye on the important b2-pawn. 


B2) 10.2b1 b6 11.8d1 2a6 12.\Wel cxd4 13.exd4 Bc8 14.We4 96 15.2h6 He8 16.23 Ad5 17.2a2 


Katt 


SIE es 2) Ir Be 


Position after: 17.2a2 


Now the easiest route to equality is 17...Axc3!? 18.bxc3 2f8 19.2xf8 &xf8 20.d5 exd5 21.8xd5 
W6 22.2d7 Bcd8 23.c7 Hc8 24.4d7 Bcd8= The active rook on the seventh rank compensates for 
White’s worse pawn structure. The dynamic equilibrium, which ends with a three-fold repetition of 
the position, 1s a logical end to this struggle. 


C) 9.2e4!? @xc3 10.bxc3 We7 11.Wc2 h6 
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12.8h7+ [12.2d1 2d7 13.8b1 Bac8 14.d5 exd5 15.2xd5 After 15...2f6 16.c4 b6 17.h3 De7 18.2c4 
2c6F Black is slightly better due to the superior pawn structure.] 12...2h8 13.2d3 b6 14.e4 2b7 
15.2e3 Bac8 16.2acl Sfd8 17.We2 Wb8 18.2fd1 Now I like 18...cxd4! 19.cxd4 a3 20.2c4 &f800 
when it is difficult for each side to improve their position. 


9...b6! 
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Position after: 9...b6! 
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Logically solving the “employment” issue of the light-squared bishop. 
10.Axd5 


A) Or 10.a3!? 2b7 and all the same, White will have to somehow radically change the position. 
11.Axd5 Wxd5 12.e4 4d7 13.d5! This strong move maintains equality. 13...exd5 14.exd5 Ad4 
15.2xd4 cxd4 
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Position after: 15...cxd4 


16.2£4 [16.2e4?! Here Black has the strong 16...f5! 17.2 2f6 18.&%b3 Bad8 19.d6+ Wf7 20.Wxf7+ 
Exf7 21.2xb7 Bxb7 22.2f4 2bd7+ The d6-pawn is about to be destroyed and White plays only for a 
draw.] 16...Wixd5 17.2e4 Wd7 18.2xb7 Wxb7 19.Wixd4 Bfd8= An equal position has arisen. 


B) 10.2e4?! @xc3! 11.bxc3 2b7 12.243 [12.He5 We7 13.0xc6 &2xc6 14.2xc6 Wxc6 15.a4 Bfd8 
16.¥/b3 led to a draw in the old game Langeweg, K — O’Kelly de Galway, A Utrecht 1961, %-% 
(38). Here I suggest 16...2f6 17.&%b5 We4= The difference in the activity of the bishops forces us to 
prefer Black.] 12...0a5! 13.2xb7 ®xb7 14.He5 Wc7 15.Wh5 The players agreed to a draw here in 
another classic game, Uhlmann — Pachman Havana 1963, ’2-’2. However, Black could have 
continued with 15...2d6! 16.0f3 cxd4 17.2xd6 Axd6 18.cxd4 Sac8F The influence of the only open 
c-file and the possibility of creating a passed pawn on the queenside in the future gives Black 
somewhat better chances. 


10...exd5 


Several moves have been encountered in this position. 
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Position after: 10...exd5 
11.dxc5 


A) 11.2d2?! c4 12.2b1 Be6 13.He5 
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Position after: 13.Ae5 


Now the strongest is 13...@\xe5! 14.dxe5 b5 15.f4 f5 16.exf6 Bxf6 17.2c3 b4F A promising 
exchange sacrifice; if White accepts it, then the dark squares in his camp will be totally weakened. 
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In general, Black’s chances are slightly higher due to the far-advanced pawns on the queenside. 


B) 11.2b5!? Black has several normal options here, but I recommend 11...%/d6!N 12.b3 a6 13.2xc6 
Wxc6 14.843 Be6 15.dxc5 bxc5 16.2c1 Wb6 17.Ad4 Bd6 18.Axe6 fxe6 19.Wed Ef6o0 Anything 
might happen in this obscure position. 


11...bxc5 12.2d2 


In practice, more often played is 12.e4?! but nobody has yet replied 12...d4!N 13.2d2 2e6 14.b3 a5t 
with some queenside initiative. 
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Position after: 12.2d2 

12...2e6 13.2c3 Yb6 14.Wc2 h6 15.8h7+ Vh8 16.2f5 a5 17.23 Yb7 18.8ad1 a4oo 

with a challenging and interesting game. 

(d) 5.cxd5 Axd5 6.243 Ac6 7.03 2e78.0-00-09.23 
1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3!? d5! 4.Ac3!? e6! 5.cxd5 Axd5! 6.2.d3!? Ac6! 7.Af3 Be7 8.0-0 0-0 9.a3!? 


The most popular move; White takes control of the b4-square and will sometimes play b2-b4, 
developing the passive cl-bishop to a more active post on the b2-square. 
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Position after: 9.a3!? 
9...cxd4 10.exd4 


On 10.%\xd4 Black can play 10...axc3N 11.bxc3 2d7 12.a4 &c8F In view of the c3-pawn, Black’s 
chances are preferable. 


10...2.6 


The d4-pawn is vulnerable, but White is betting that he will be able to develop an attack on the black 
king. Besides, Black’s light-squared bishop is still passive. 
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Position after: 10...2f6 
11.204 


A) 11.2c2!? @xc3 12.bxc3 b6 


Al) 13.h4!? Against this aggressive move, I recommend playing simply 13...2b7! 14.05 26 
15.We4 h5 
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Position after: 15...h5 
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16.Wf3 [16.%g3 De7 17.a4 Bc8 18.a5 bxa5F Black has defended and has pressure on the c3- 
pawn.] 16...0a5 17.493 2d5 18.Hel Bc8 19.2f4 Ac4 20.2d3 Wd7 21.a4 2g7oo With a difficult 
game in which I would choose Black’s side. White’s attack has stalled, and Black can, for 
example, double along the c-file and put unpleasant pressure on the c3-pawn. 


A2) 13.43 g6 14.2h6 297 15.We3 [15.2xe7 &xeg7 16.2fel 2b7 17.h4 W6 18.¢3 has been seen 
and now 18...8ac8 19.8acl @a5¥ again with unpleasant pressure on the c-file.] 15...2b7 16.2fel 
Ec8 17.2xg7 &xe7 18.Ag5? [White can try 18.2e4!? AaS 19.2xb7 Axb7 20.h4 h5F but even here 
a better pawn structure makes Black’s play easier. ] 
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Position after: 18.Ag5? 


Now Black has 18...Axd4! leading to a big advantage. For example, 19.cxd4 Rxc2—+ with a 
healthy extra pawn. 


B) 11.&e1!? 2d7! I like this modest move. Black’s idea is to play: ...A\c6-e7, ...2c6 thus improving 
the position of the light-squared bishop. White has several options. 
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Position after: 11...2d7! 


B1) 12.4e4!? &xd4! In a game between two very strong grandmasters White tried 13.@eg5!? 
[13.Axd4 4xd4 14.2c4 occurred in the short draw Schmidt, W (2505) — Farago, I (2485) Baile 
Herculane 1982, %-% (17) and here the most accurate is 14...Af5! 15.2xd5 exd5 16.Wxd5 Wc8 
17.Ad6 @xd6 18.¥/xd6 &c6= when the position is absolutely equal.] 13...h6 14.0xd4 hxg5 15.03 


f6 


Position after: 15...f6 
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B1.1) 16.2b1!? With the idea of Wd3. 16...We8 17.h4 94 18.0h2 Ade7 19.Wxe4 e5 20.MWc4+ 
®h8 21.8e3 2c8= with approximate equality. Black can bring the light-squared bishop into the 
game with ...2f5 and also try to use the d4-square. 

B1.2) 16.h4?! ¢4 17.Wh2 93! 18.fxg3 led to a long win for Black in Dreev, A (2683) — 
Kasimdzhanovy, R (2695) Wijk aan Zee 2002, 0-1 (72) Here he could have played the strong 
18...8%b6+! 19.@h1 Wf2T when Black has the initiative and can play ...Ae5 and ...2c6 with very 
active pieces. 


B2) 12.8e4 &c8 13.h4 Ace7 14.2d2 
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Position after: 14. 2d2 


14...2c6! 15.294 DFS 16.h5 Yb6 17.Ae4 h6F when White has no real attack on the black king, 
whereas the d4-pawn is a long-term weakness. 


B3) 12.2c2 White prepares the battery along the b1-h7 diagonal. 12...Ace7 
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Position after: 12...®ce7 


B3.1) 13.He4!? deserves attention, e.g. 13...2c6 14.W%d3 Ag6 15.93 


ae 


Position after: 15.g3 


Now Black can regroup with 15...ab6!N 16.h4 Wd5 17.2b3 WES 18.Axf6+ Wxf6 19.Ae5 xe5 
20.dxe5 Wf3 21.W%/xf 2&xf3= White’s two bishops are not dangerous since Black has a strong 
light-squared bishop and an outpost on d5. 


B3.2) 13.843 26 14.2h6 
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Position after: 14.2h6 


Black should respond to this with 14...297! 15.W%d2 Bc8 16.2acl 2c6 17.4e5 White wants to 
develop an attack on the kingside. 17...2xh6 18.W%xh6 Af6 19.&cd1 Wb6 Black has counterplay 
associated with attacking the pawns on b2 and d4. 20.Ac4 Wc7 21.0e5 Wb6 Offering a draw by 
repetition, but White still tries to attack. 22.2d3 Wxb2 23.2h3 Wxc2 24.094 Ah5 25.8xh5 gxh5 
26.Af6+ Gh8 27.Ace4 Bxe4 28.Axh5 AF5 29. 6+ Yg8 30.We5+ Gh8 31. f6+ Yg8= and 
White is saved by perpetual check. 


C) 11.2e3?! White strengthens the d4-pawn but gives up the bishop and spoils his pawn structure. 
11...Axe3 12.fxe3 96 13.8cl 297 14.We2 2d7 
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Position after: 14...2d7 


C1) 15.b4 &c8 16.Ae4 saw Black win in Kazhgaleyev, M (2604) — Bologan, V (2630) 
Aubervilliers 2003, 0-1 (39) Here I recommend the improvement 16...@e7! 17.Ae5 &xcl 18.8xcl 
Be8 19.2b5 2xb5 20.W%xb5 “d5F Black attacks the e3-pawn and can pressure it further, while 
White must also reckon with ...2xe5 when his pawn structure is vulnerable. 

C2) If 15.He4 De7 16.He5 I like 16...2e8! 17.64 @d5 18.2c4 a5¥ Black retains two bishops and 
has a better pawn structure. 


11...Ace7! 


A multi-functional move. Black plans to move the bishop along the route: ...Sc8-d7-c6 and can also 
transfer the knight to the kingside. 
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Position after: 11...@ce7! 
12.43 


White attacks the h7-pawn Black has an important decision to make. 


A) 12.4e5!? Here I recommend the novelty 12...96!N 13.f4 Strengthening the e5-knight [13.W%/b3 
Putting pressure on the d5-square. 13...@\xe5 14.dxe5 2xe5 15.Axd5 exd5 16.2xd5 Wb6 17.4%xb6 
axb6 18.Hel 2f6 19.2f3 b5= with the idea of ...b5-b4; Black has no problems.] 13...Age7 14.%b3 
26 15.Axd5 exd5 16.213 h5 17.h3 2e6 
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Position after: 17... 2e6 


18.23 [18.4%xb7 is not dangerous due to 18...af5 19.2d1 a5 20.Wb5 2b8 21.W%/d3 a4F when Black 
has more than enough compensation for the pawn, due to the pressure on the b-file and weak pawns 
on b2 and d4.] 18...&c8 19.8ad1 AfS 20.24 hxg4 21.hxe4 Axe3 22.Wxe3 g5 23.f5 d7 24.292 Bad 
25.b3 Bc2+ 26.2f2 Bxf2+ 27.xf2 &c6= with equality. 


B) 12.8e1!? 2d7 13.Wd3 h6 
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Position after: 13...h6 


B1) 14.2xd5 @xd5 15.0xd5 exd5 16.2f4 4b6 17.2e5 2d8 18.h3 Bc8 19.8acl Excl 20.2xcl e8 
21.b4 £6 22.2f4 He4F Black targets the d4-pawn and later used his two bishops, emerging 
victiorious in Zilberman, Y (2473) — Oleksienko, M (2567) Pardubice 2007, 0-1 (46). 


B2) 14.He5 @xc3 15.Wxc3 2c6 16.2xc6 &xe5! 17.dxe5 Axc6 18.83 has been seen before, and 
now Black’s best approach is 18...!%a5! 19.Wxa5 4xa5 20.8acl b5t In this endgame the knight is 
somewhat stronger than the bishop, since the bishop 1s limited by its own e5-pawn and does not 
have much activity. At the same time, the black knight will look to c4 from where it can attack the 
b2- and e5-pawns. 


B3) 14.h4 This aggressive move can be met with 14...2c6 15.e2 
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Position after: 15.®e2 


Now I suggest the most natural move 15...&c8! After 16.2d2 Ab6 17.24 Ac4 18.2xc6 Bxc6 19.g5 
hxg5 20.hxg5 We5 21.4 xe5 &xe5 22.f4 &2c7F Black has a better pawn structure, can put pressure 
on the d4-pawn, and his knight can move to f5, g6 or d5 in the future. 


12...h6! 


Precise defense and at the same time controlling the g5-square. 


On 12...¢6?! 13.h4?T looks dangerous. 
13.Ae5 Axc3 14.8xc3 


14.bxc3?! 2xe5 15.dxe5 Wxd3 16.8xd3 2d7 17.2e3 Sfc8F Black has a minimal advantage due to the 
weak c3-pawn and he can try to use the d5-square. 


14...Af5 15.2e3 Axe3 16.fxe3 Bb8 
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Position after: 16...2b8 
17.8ac1?! 


17.202!? &xe5 18.dxe5 b5 19.Bad1 We5= It looks like Black’s position is somewhat better, but the 
analysis shows that the position does not go beyond the equilibrium. 


17...2xe5!N 18.dxe5 b6 19. c7 2a6 
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Position after: 19...2.a6 
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20.Wxd8 Bfxd8 21.8fd1 Sxd1+ 22.8xd1 2b7 23.2b1 Bc8 24.hf2 &d5F 
White’s doubled pawns along the e-file give Black some chances of success. 
1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3!? d5! 4.Ac3!? e6! 5.013 


With this move White maintains the tension in the center and is in no hurry to clarify his further 
plans. 


5...Ac6 
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Position after: 5...0c6 


Black also develops as naturally as possible and maintains symmetry on the board. Now White needs 
to decide in which direction to take the game. 


6.22?! 


A) 6.dxc5 &xc5 7.cxd5 exd5 8.2e2 0-0 9.0-0 a6 See next subchapters. 


B) 6.4e5?! With this move White violates an opening principle — don’t move the same piece twice. 
6...2.d6 
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Position after: 6...2.d6 


B1) 7.%a4 Here Black has a promising pawn sacrifice: 7...0-0!N 8.Axc6 bxc6 9.W/xc6 cxd4! 
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Position after: 9...cxd4! 


10.exd4 [White can’t play 10.W/xa8? dxc3 11.Wxa7 2e5! The most powerful move after which 
White has no satisfactory defense. 12.2b1 Ae4 13.2d3 Wh4! 14.23 Axg3—+ 15.fxg3 2xg3+ 
16.d1 dxc4—+ Black has a winning attack.] 10...2b8 11.c5 2c7 12.W4a4 e5+ While White was 
busy eating pawns, Black developed his pieces and hit the center; White is lagging behind in 
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development and his king is unsafe. 


B2) 7.4xc6 This move is the least of the available evils. 7...bxc6 8.2d3 Now Black has a great 
opportunity to play 8...e5!N 9.dxc5 &xc5 10.0-0 0-0 11.b3 We7+ Black has more active pieces and 
a pawn center giving him a small advantage. 


C) 6.g3!? Playing in the style of the Catalan opening. 6...dxc4 
C1) 7.222?! EBb8! 
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Position after: 7...4&b8! 


Sidestepping from the drilling gaze of the g2-bishop. 8.%a4? [On 8.a4!? b6 9.0-0 2b7¥ I do not see 
full compensation for the sacrificed pawn.] Black now has the powerful blow 8...b5!!N 9.Axb5 
2d7 Suddenly the white pieces are bogged down as if in a swamp. 10.dxc5 a6 11.4c3 Ab4 

12.Wd1 Ad3+ 13.%f1 We7 14.Ad2 Wxc5—+ White is positionally lost: he has an undeveloped 
queenside and an unsecured king, while Black’s initiative develops by itself without effort. 


C2) 7.2xc4 a6 
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Position after: 7...a6 


8.dxc5 [8.2f1!2N 8...b5 9.292 2b7 10.0-0 cxd4 11.exd4 @a5 12.We2 2e7 13.4d1 0-0F Thanks to 
the isolated d4-pawn, Black has a small but stable advantage.] Black should play the strong, simple 
and uncomplicated 8...%/xd1+N 9.&xd1 &xc5 10.@e2 b5 11.2d3 2b7 12.2d2 Ad7 13.Ae4 Be7 
14.&hcl &c800 White’s position is solid, but in a practical game Black has slightly more chances to 
create problems for White. For example, he can continue with ...h6, ...f7-£5 and the further ...Ac5, 
capturing more and more space and creating microscopic problems. 


6...dxc4! 7.2xc4 


White take on c4 in two moves, but nevertheless White’s position is solid. The resulting positions 
arise from the Queen’s Gambit Accepted. 


7...a6! 
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Position after: 7...a6! 
8.0-0 


A) 8.a4!? This position is discussed in the subchapters about 6.a3 
B) 8.a3 b5 This turns out to be an advantageous version of variation 6.a3, which is discussed in the 
next chapter. 9.2a2 2b7 10.0-0 Hc8 11.d5 exd5 12.4)xd5 


oe, 


UY7UC«O 
he 


Position after: 12.@xd5 
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Here Black can simply play 12...2e7!N 13.e4 0-0 14.8e1 c4 15.2f4 Be8 16.Wd2 Ab8 17.had1 2c5 
18.2b1 &xd5 19.exd5 &xel+ 20.Wxel 2d6F Black has the more pleasant play in my view: the d5- 


pawn is weak and securely blocked, while in the future Black can create a passed pawn on the 
queenside. 


C) 8.dxc5 Wxd1+ 9.xd1 &xc5 10.¥e2 b5 11.2d3 2b7 12.2d2 
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Position after: 12.2d2 


The bishop on cS is unreliable, so I recommend 12...2e7!? 13.Bacl 0-0 14.&hd1 8fd8 15.2b1 Ad7 
16.He4 a5F Black’s plan may include: ...h6, ...f7-f5 with a further transfer of the knight to d5 or c4. 


8...b5 


217 


Position after: 8...b5 
9.2d3 


9.2b3!? 2b7 


Position after: 9...8.b7 


Y 


[2 io & 


Int 
\ 
ay 


\\ 


See 


“a 


8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
Zz 
1 


mae 


Y; 


fo 


= We ae 2 OF of) ao 


A) 10.a3 Along with 10.a4, this is considered in the next subchapters about 6.a3. 
B) 10.d5?! exd5 11.Axd5 [11.2xd5 ®xd5 12.Axd5 2d6+ The two bishops and advanced queenside 
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pawns give Black clearly better chances.] 11...c4 12.Axf6+ Wxf6 13.2c2 2d8 14.We2 Ab4t Black 
pieces are more active, while White still needs to somehow develop his queenside. 


C) 10.We2 cxd4 11.8d1 Be7 12.exd4 Da5 13.2c2 0-0 
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Position after: 13...0-0 


Honestly, if I got such a position in a practical game, this would be enough for me. However, dear 
reader, I will give some fragments of further play. 


C1) 14.4e5 &c8 15.2f4 Now it is time to bring the knight into the game with 15...Ac6! 16.d5 
&xe5 17.dxe6 b6 18.2xe5 Wxe6F Black has advanced pawns on the queenside, so White needs 
to watch out for the threats of ...a\g4 and ...b4, since his pieces are rather loose along the c-file and 
may be vulnerable. 


C2) 14.225 Ac4 15.63 [15.2xf6 2xf6 16.2c4 Wb6 17.2xb7 Wxb7 18.4e4 has been seen, but after 
18...2e7 19.b3 Ab6 20.4c5 Wd5F Black has a comfortable game.] Here I recommend 15...4d6! 
16.8acl Bc8 17.2d3 Wa5 18.2d2 Wb6F White has problems with the d4-pawn, and also needs to 
keep an eye on the e4-square, which the d6-knight might one day occupy. 


9...2b7 10.b3 
10.a3, as well as 10.a4 b4 11.4e4, are considered in the next subchapters (see 6.43). 


10...cxd4 11.exd4 2e7 12.2b2 0-0 13.8c1l Db4 14.2b1 Abd5 15.He2 
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Position after: 15.®e2 


15...8b6 16.5 a5F+ 


Black plans ...a5-a4 and ...&fc8, while White has no counterplay and his bishop is passive on b2. 


(back to the text) This position can arise from a variety of orders of moves, for example: 1.d4 d5 2.c4 ¢5 


3.e3 Af6 4.Ac3, 


or 1.c4 Af6 2.4\c3 d5 3.d4 c5 4.3 as seen in one of Benko’s games, against Szilagyi in 1946. 
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( f) 5.Af3 Ac6 6.cxd5 Axd5 7.-- 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3!? d5! 4.0c3!? e6! 5.Af3 Ac6 6.cxd5!? Axd5! 


I like the capture with the knight, avoiding the position with an isolated pawn and, on occasion, Black 
can exchange knights. 
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Position after: 6...Axd5! 
7.2021? 


A) 7.€xd5 White does not improve his position with this exchange, but rather only activates the 
black queen. 7...W/xd5 
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Position after: 7...W§xd5 


Al) 8.22?! cxd4 9.exd4 [9.0-0 &c5 10.exd4 Axd4 11.Axd4 2xd4 12.213 Wc5 13.%b3 After 
13...a5¥ White does not have sufficient compensation for the lost pawn.] 9...2b4+ 10.2d2 2xd2+ 
11.Wxd2 0-0 12.0-0 Bd8 13.8fd1 2d7 14.b3 Now the continuation 14...2e8 15.2c4 W£5= dooms 
White to a long defense without counterplay on account of the d4-pawn. 

A2) 8.2b5?! cxd4 9.2xc6+ bxc6 10.Wxd4 2a6 11.Wxd5 cxd5 12.2d2 2d6 13.2c3 £6 14.Ad4 &d7 
15.0-0-0 &hc8+ Black is better due to the two bishops and a strong center. 

A3) 8.dxc5! Yes, with this move White gets rid of his ambitions, however, the alternatives are 
positionally risky, since Black can create an isolated pawn for White. Now, after 8...%/xd1+ 
9.xd1 &xc5 
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a. 


Position after: 9...2xc5 


10.2d2 [On 10.a3 Black can play 10...e5 11.8c4 Sf5 12.b4 2d6 13.2b2 e7 14.2e2 f6= The 
position is approximately equal, although there is still a lot of play.] 10...f6 11.4c1 Here, after 
11...2d6 12.2d3 e5 13.%e2 &f7 14.2hd1 Be6co Black does not have a shadow of a problem. He 
can push the pawns on the kingside, capturing space, so I believe Black can play to win. 


B) 7.c4 Let me remind you that White played e2-e3, and now he plays e3-e4, simply losing a tempo. 


7...xc3 8.bxc3 cxd4 9.cxd4 2b4+ 10.2d2 &xd2+ 11.Wxd2 0-0 
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Position after: 11...0-0 
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12.2c4 [12.2e2 b6 13.0-0 2b7 14.Bacl Hc8 15.8fd1 Wd6co Black has comfortable play, and can 
play ...a5 as any exchanges are beneficial to him.] It is logical for Black to continue with 
12...4d6!N 13.0-0 Bd8 14.Bad1 h6 15.8fel 2d7 16.d5 [16.23 Bac8 17.2b3 Wb4= with an equal 
position.] 16...exd5 17.exd5 “e7oo The d-pawn is securely blockaded and Black can look to create a 
passed pawn on the queenside. 


7...Cxd4 8.exd4 


In case of 8.Axd4 @xc3 9.bxc3 e5 10.Axc6 Wxd1+ 11.2xd1 bxc6= a position arises where White has 
nothing; Black is in perfect order. 


8...2e7 9.0-0 0-0 


A standard position with an isolated pawn arises, but here the bishop is located on e2, when usually 
the bishop should be located on the b1-h7 diagonal where it has an attacking potential. 


White has several possibilities: 
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Position after: 9...0-0 
10.8e1 


A) 10.a3?! White takes control of the b4-square, but the b3-square is weakened. 10...b6! 11.2d3 
2b7 12.Wfe2 Axc3 13.bxc3 Dad 14.8f4 Hc8 15.We3 Wd5+ Black has a better pawn structure, with 
pressure on the c-file, while White’s a3- and c3-pawns are weak. Also, Black’s pieces are actively 
located. 


B) 10.44 b6 11.a3 2b7 12.2d3 Af6 13.Ag3 Bc8 14.8e3 Strong here is 14...W/d5! 15.We2 h6é 
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16.8ad1 Sfd8 17.h3 Aa5F White is statically worse and there is no compensation for the isolated d4- 
pawn. 


10...b6! 
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Position after: 10...b6! 
11.2c4 


11.a3 2b7 12.2d3 Bc8 13.2c2 Axc3 14.bxc3 2f6 15.4%d3 The move a3 is not useful, and although 
White’s pieces are aimed at Black’s kingside, this is not dangerous 15...g6 16.2h6 e8 17.had1 Wc7 
18.295 


225 


Lf; 


SL SO) ee 


(ree: 


abcdefgh 


“' "a: af "3 
OEE TELL NOE Ee 


Position after: 18.225 


After 18...2x¢5 19.Axg5 De7 20.Wh3 h5 White is clearly worse, since his a3- and c3-pawns are 
weak, so he urgently needs to look for dynamic solutions. 21.2xe6! Yxc3 22.Wxc3 &xc3 23.2a4 
Rxa3 24.2xe8 fxe6 25.Axe6 &c8F The d-pawn is not dangerous (the black king approaches and 
blocks it) and Black’s queenside pawns gradually begin to move; White’s defense is very difficult. 


11...Axc3! 12.bxc3 &b7 


Previously, I strictly assessed these positions in favor of Black due to the better pawn structure, but 
now I think that White has sufficient resources for equality due to the presence of dynamics. 
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Position after: 12...2b7 
13.203! 


The most logical move, as from here the bishop puts pressure on the kingside. 


If instead 13.2f4 Aa5 14.2d3 Bc8 15.Bcl Ac4 16.Ad2 I recommend 16...Ab2!N 17.2xh7+ &xh7 
18.W%c2+ Yg8 19.Wxb2 Wd5 20.f3 Was 21.Wc2 Rfd8 22.Be3 2c6F With the two bishops and pressure 
on the a2-, c3-, and d4-pawns, Black has more than enough compensation for the pawn. 


13...2c8 14.2d2 


14.h4 Dad 15.Ag5 Sxg5! 16.2xg5 Wd5 17.2e4 Wd7 18.2b1 
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Position after: 18.2b1 


Now a good solution is 18...£5! 19.Wd3 Wd5 20.f3 Wd7 21.We2 2d5F Black has pressure on the c3- 
pawn and can bring the knight to the blockading square on c4. 


14...2f6 15.h4 


15.8cl a5 16.He5 was played in Vajda, L (2564) — Balogh, C (2441) Budapest 2002. Here it was 
possible to return the knight to the game: 16...@c6! 17.0g¢4 2e5 18.We2 &2xd2 19.Wxd2 Wh4F with 
slightly better play for Black due to his better pawn structure. 
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Position after: 15.h4 


15...h6 16.8c1 Wd5 17.2e4 Wh5 18.c4 Da5 19.2xb7 Axb7 20.Wa4 Dd6 21.2b4 Bfd8 22.2xd6 
Exd6 23.c5 Bdc6 24.Wxa7 bxc5 25.dxc5 Bxc5= 
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Position after: 25...8xc5= 


Black has no problems: further exchanges are expected, and the a4-pawn is not dangerous, since the 
al-square is under the bishop’s control. 


( g) 5.23 Ac6 6.cxd5 Axd5 7.2b5 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3!? d5! 4.0c3!? e6! 5.03 Ac6 6.cxd5!? Axd5! 7.2b5!? 
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Position after: 7.2b5!? 
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White exerts pressure on the a4-e8 diagonal, and can sometimes ruin Black’s pawn structure by 
exchanging the light-squared bishop for a knight. This continuation has been played by such strong 
chess players as Nakamura, Karpov, Wei Yi, Kobalia, and Potkin, et al. 


7...cxd4! 


Clarifying the situation in the center at once and planning ...@\xc3, Black does not mind spoiling 
White’s pawn structure. White can recapture on d4 in several ways, and they are all acceptable. 


8.exd4 


Agreeing to play with an isolated pawn, but activating the dark-squared bishop, White relies on 


dynamic factors. 


A) 8.¥4/xd4!? 2d7 This was considered in subchapter b), with 4.2\c3 e6 5.cxd5 in the line with 


6.Af3. 


B) 8.4xd4!? Played by such GM’s as Karpov and Wei Yi. 8...Axc3 9.bxc3 2d7 
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Position after: 9...8.d7 


B1) 10.0-0 c7 11.Wh5 [11.2e2!? Bd8 12.Ab5 Wb8 13.c4 a6 14.0d4 2d6co Although White has 
the more active pieces, I prefer Black’s position due to the weak c4-pawn] 11...2e7! 12.2b2 0-0 
13.c4 &fd8+ Black’s position is easier to play because of the healthier pawn structure. 

B2) 10.%a4?! a6! 11.2xc6 bxc6 12.03 c5 13.Wif4 Now 13...2e7 14.0-0 f67 when Black’s two 


bishops represent a known strength. 


B3) 10.@xc6 This is the simplest continuation. White essentially agrees that he has nothing in the 
opening. After 10...bxc6 11.8a4 [Or 11.2d3 2b8 12.0-0 2d6 13.c4 c5 14.Wc2 &c6 15.2d2 We5o0 
Black can develop an initiative on the kingside as well.] The most natural move is 11...W/c7. 
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Position after: 11...Wc7 
Providing additional defense to the c6-pawn. 12.0-0 2d6 13.h3 0-0= In a position with a 
symmetrical pawn structure, Black is somewhat better developed, but this factor is insufficient for 
a minimal advantage, so the position is level. 
8...2.d6! 
The most active position for the bishop. 


9.0-0 


9.4xd5 only helps Black, e.g. 9...exd5 10.We2+ Be6 11.Ag5 2b4+ 12.2f1 Wf6 13.Axe6 fxe6 
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Position after: 13...fxe6 


14.Wh5+?! [14.2e3!? was somewhat better, for example: 14...0-0 15.2d1 2a5 16.¢3 2b6F But here, 
too, the weakness of the d4-pawn and better development give Black a minimal advantage.] 14...g6 
15.We5 Wxe5 16.dxe5 saw Black defeat his much higher rated opponent in Makhnev, V (2229) — 
Hanl, F (1937) Prague 2013, 0-1 (32). Here, after 16...2c5 17.f4 a6 18.2d3 g54, White’s pieces are 
not harmoniously positioned and Black immediately puts pressure on White’s center. 


9...0-0 
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Position after: 9...0-0 


10.8el1 


The rook on the e-file in this type of position with an isolated pawn is a very useful piece. White also 
increases the pressure on the important e5-square. 


A) 10.243!? 247 
A1) 11.Axd5 exd5 12.Ae5 Axd4 13.A0xd7 Wxd7 14.8xh7+ &xh7 15.!4xd4 Bfe8oo The d-pawn 


can be strong, and the dark-squared bishop moves to e5 attacking the b2-pawn. Black can play for 
a win in my opinion, although objectively the position is level. 


A2) 11.He4 &c7 12.Ac5 
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Position after: 12.Ac5 


was seen in Kosteniuk, A (2471) — Girya, O (2469) Chess.com INT 2020, 1-0 (37). Now the 
promising young Russian player should have chosen 12...&c8!N 13.2g5 Ace7 14.Wc2 h6 15.2xe7 
Wxe7 16.2h7+ @h8 17.8e4 Af6F The isolated d4-pawn condemns White to a long defense. 


B) 10.2c4 The pressure on the d5-square gives White nothing. 10...ace7 11.Ae4 [Or 11.Wd3 2d7 
12.4e4 and now 12...Wc7 13.b3 Bfd8 14.Axd6 Wxd6 15.a4 Ag6F White’s two bishops pose no 


danger, whereas the black knights have occupied ideal squares.] 11...b6 12.2e1 2b7 13.a3 &c8 
14.443 


234 


Position after: 14.8d3 


Logical here is 14...2b8! Keeping the bishop for attacking purposes. 15.2d2 h6 16.2ad1 @g6+ The 
black knights can jump to f4, while the d4-pawn. 


10...2d7! 


Seemingly modest, but in reality a strong continuation. The idea of the move is to play ...Ace7 
offering the exchange of light-squared bishops, and if White refuses, the bishop goes to c6. 
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Position after: 10... 8d7! 
11.2d3 


The bishop has nothing to do on b5, so White transfers the bishop to an active position. 


11.2c4 Wce7! 12.0xd5 [12.Ne4 Bb4 13.2d2 2xd2 14.4xd2 2c6 15.a3 After 15...Af5F Black has 
active pieces and very comfortable play against the d4-pawn, while White has no target to attack.] 
12...Axd5 13.He5 Hc8 14.2xd5 exd5 15.2f4 2e6 16.4%b3 b6 17.Bacl Wf6co Black has no problems; 
although his two bishops are certainly not so strong here, nevertheless, the knight on e5 is very 
strong. If we imagine that Black exchanges all the pieces and drives away the knight with ...f7-f6, 
then there will be some chances of getting a small advantage. 


11...8c8 


Black brings in a hitherto non-playing piece to a useful spot on the c-file. I have played similar 
positions for both White and Black; I started to play with an isolated pawn when I read the book 
“Playing Against the French Defense” by Evseev. However, having analyzed many similar positions, 
I can say that White incurs some positional risk since the attack can be repulsed, but the isolated d- 
pawn will be a headache for a long time to come. White now has many possibilities... 
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Position after: 11...8c8 
12.a3!? 


It is useful to take control of the b4-square. Alternatively: 


A) 12.8xd5 exd5 The light-squared bishop is given a lot of freedom and White has nothing. 
13.!4/b3?! 2e4 14.2e5 Wa5 15.23 has been seen in practice and led to a slight advantage for Black 


236 


after 15...Axe5! 16.dxe5 &xe5 17.2xa7 &xh2+ 18.&xh2 Wxa7 19.ceg1 Wd4F Black has an extra 
pawn, which is not easy to convert, but only Black can be better. 


B) In a game between future grandmasters there occurred 12.4\e4 Khairullin, I (2206) — Vachier 
Lagrave, M (2277) Oropesa del Mar 2001,. Black now has the good move 12...2£4! when after 
13.%b3 Yb6 14.W%/xb6 axb6 15.2xf4 ®xf4oo Black is at least no worse. Without queens, White has 
no attacking chances, whereas the d4-pawn is a perfect target for attack. 


12...Ace7! 
The familiar trick: Black supports the knight on d5 and prepares to bring the bishop to c6. 


13.Axd5 Axd5 14.Ae5 a6 15.Wh5 Af6 16.W3 2c6 17.Wg3 Bb5 18.2xb5 axb5 19.2h6 Ae8 20.2f4 
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Position after: 20.24 

pture a little more space on the queenside by playing... 

20...b4! 21.44 Ac7 22.8acl Wf6 23.Ad3 &xf4 24.Wixf4 Wxf4 25.A0xf4 Bfd8= 
Black has no problems and the position is level. 


( h) 5.4f3 Dc6 6.cxd5 Axd5 7.2c4 


— 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3!? d5! 4.Ac3!? e6! 5.Af3 Ac6 6.cxd5!? Axd5! 7.2c4 
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Position after: 7. &c4 


7...cxd4 8.exd4 2b4! 


Position after: 8...2,b4! 


This continuation poses the most difficulties for White. The idea of the move is to create tension 
along the a5-el diagonal to upset the harmony of White’s pieces. 


9.2d2 
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The most common continuation, however I do not consider it to be best. Other answers deserve 
attention: 


A) 9.¥4%d3!? This is the second most popular move. 9...4\a5! Attacking the light-squared bishop; 
Black wants to pose specific problems for White. 10.2b5+ [10.8xd5 ¥/xd5 11.0-0 &2xc3 12.bxc3 
and now Black should play 12...b6 13.@d2 0-0 14.2e1 2b7 15.%/g3 f6F In view of the better pawn 
structure and better positioning of the pieces, Black’s position is preferable.] 10...2d7 11.0-0 
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Position after: 11.0-0 


I now recommend improvement [11.4e5!? was seen in the old game Lein, A (2490) — Olafsson, H 
(2545) Palma de Mallorca 1989, %-'4 (41) and here it was best to play 11...Ac6!N 12.2xc6 &xc6 
13.4xc6 bxc6 14.2d2 0-0co The mutual pawn weaknesses of the c6- and d4-pawns counterbalance 
each other.] 11...2c6!N 12.Ae5 0-0 13.Axc6 @xc6 14.2d1 Bc8 15.Axd5 Wxd5 16.2c4 WhS 17.2e3 
Lfd8oo The position is approximately equal as White’s two bishops compensate for his isolated 
pawn. Nevertheless, if I had to choose, I would take Black’s side, since his game is very simple — to 
double rooks on the d-file and organize pressure against the d4-pawn. 


B) 9.%c2!? Da5!? 10.8d3 2d7 11.a3 2xc3+ 12.bxc3 &c8 13.2d2 Now I like 13...Ab6! 14.24 2c6 
15.Ae5 2d5 16.0-0 Abc4oo The advantage of the two bishops compensates for White’s worse pawn 
structure. However, Black is no worse, and a difficult game is expected in which Black’s chances 
are worthy. 


9...0-0 
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Position after: 9...0-0 
10.0-0 


The most natural continuation. Let’s consider the alternatives; 


A) 10.a3 &e7 11.0-0 [11.2e3 White tries to protect the pawn on d4. 11...axc3 12.bxc3 b6 13.0-0 
2b7 14.2.d3 Sc8 15.2b1 Here Black should play 15...%/d5 16.%d3 Wh5+ Black has the better pawn 
structure and attacking possibilities on the kingside] 11...b6! 12.2a2 Axd4 13.0xd4 Wxd4 14.263 
Wh4? White has some compensation for the offered pawn, due to the lack of development of the 
black queenside, but does not have complete equality. 


B) White can try the prophylactic 10.243 The idea of the move is that ...a\b6 does not come with 
tempo. 10...Af6! Attacking the d4-pawn. 11.a3 2xc3! 
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Position after: 11...2xc3! 


12.2xc3 [No better is 12.bxc3 e5¢ when Black immediately seizes the initiative using the fact that 
the white king is stuck in the center and the bishop on d3 is not well placed.] 12...b6 13.0-0 2b7 
14.8e1 Wd5 15.8cl Here play might continue 15...2fd8 16.!%d2 Sac8¥ and Black has a slight 
advantage. 


C) 10.2b3 Another way to anticipate ...Ab6. 10...Af6 11.a3 Now there is the very tricky 
continuation 11...8a5!N 12.2e3 b6 13.0-0 &xc3 14.bxc3 “a5 15.2c2 2b7F with pressure on the c3- 
pawn. White’s bishops are not dangerous, whereas Black’s pieces are in perfect position, so I 
estimate Black’s chances as better 


10...Ab6! 


By attacking both the c4-bishop and the d4-pawn at the same time, White must prove his 
compensation for the pawn offer. 


11.2d3! 


Best. From here the bishop has tactical motifs on the king’s flank. 
After 11.W%/b3?! Axd4 12.4)xd4 Wxd4 13.Wxb4 Wxc4+ Black has a healthy extra pawn. 


11...Axd4 
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Position after: 11...0xd4 
12.2xh7+! 
White muddies up the waters, trying to organize an attack on the kingside, but we can also consider 


another idea; 


12.4xd4!? Practically the only logical alternative. 12...4%xd4 13.Wc2 [13.Wif3!2N 13...8e7 14.Bad1 
Wt6 15.Wed 26 16.2e3 Hd8 17.2b1 Sxd1 18.axd1 WS 19.Wd4 Whs 20.We4 WHS 21.Wd4 Wh5= The 
game ends with a logical repetition of the position.] 13...%h4 14.kael 2d7 15.a3 Here, after 15...2d6 
16.g3 “/h5+ Black has an extra pawn, but White has no attack. 


12...&xh7 13.Ag5+ &g6 14.h4! 


The only move to limit the damage. 


14.W 949! £5 15.Wg3 £4! Freeing the f5-square for the knight. Now after 16.2xf4 &xf4?? Black 
resigned two moves later in Szabo, L (2035) — Zilahi, G (2075) Budapest 2003, 1-0 (18) but leading 
to an advantage was 16...Af5! 17.W%g4 Ah6 18.W%/g3 Bxf4! 19.Af3+ Bed 20.Ae5+ Yh7 21.Axe4 
Axg4 22.Wixed 2xc3 23.bxc3 &g8F the two minor pieces are stronger than the rook and pawn. 


14...2h8 15.Wg4 £5 16.%g3 


In this position I recommend an important improvement on previous games. 
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Position after: 16..g3 
16...2xc3!N 17.Axe6+ &F6 18.Wxe7+ Lxe6 19.Bael+ &d5 
Wilhelm Steinitz’s postulate in action: “The king is a strong piece — he can defend himself.” 


20.2xc3 Af3+! 21.gxf3 We8 22.We3 f4 23.W 95+ Wxe5+ 24.hxe5 2h3 25.8e5+ ke6F 
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Position after: 25... 2c6¥ 
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I understand that the engine will easily defend this position, but it will not be easy for a human to find 
the only moves. It is clear that White plays only for a draw, so I give Black a slight advantage. 


( i) 5.Af3 Ac6 6.a3 dxc4 7.2xc4 a6 8.a4 & 8.dxe5 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3!? d5! 4.0c3!? e6! 5.Af3 Ac6 6.a3!? 


The most popular move. The idea is to keep dxc5 in mind and expand on the queenside after ...22xc5 
by playing b2-b4, with the further development of the bishop on b2. Surprisingly, this position was 
encountered way back in 1843, in the game de Saint-Amant — Staunton, Paris. This continuation has 
also been found in the games of such strong GMs as Aronian, Caruana, Giri, Nepomniachtchi, Anand, 
So, Ivanchuk, and Duda, et al. 
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Position after: 6.a3!? 


6...dxc4! 


This is only the third most popular move, but in my opinion this continuation is very strong. Despite 
the fact that White’s light-squared bishop takes on c4 in one move, Black plans to seize space on the 
queenside as well. 


7.2xc4 


The most natural continuation, and now we have positions from the Queen’s Gambit Accepted. 
7.dxc5?! Wxd1+ 


A) 8.@xd1?! is worse, in view of the strong: 8...2a5! 9.2d2 ®b3 10.2b1 &xc5 11.2xc4 @xd2 
12.Axd2 0-0 13.0-0 £d8 14.4b3. After 14...2e7 15.Ac3 2d7F the two bishops in the endgame 
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represent great strength, and White cannot eliminate one of the bishops by 16.2b5?! because of 
16...ae4 when White’s position deteriorates even more. 


B) 8.2xd1 2xc5 9.2xc4 0-0 10.&e2 &e7 11.b4 
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Position after: 11.b4 


11...Ad7 12.2b2 Ab6 13.2d3 Hd8 14.&hd1 2d70o There is nothing wrong with either side’s , so the 
game is equal. 


7...a6! 


The idea of this move is, of course, to expand with ...b7-b5 and the further development of the bishop 
to b7. This is a critical position. 
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Position after: 7...a6! 
White can prevent ...b7-b5 
8.a4!? 


Now we get a favorable version of the Queen’s Gambit Accepted for Black, since White first played 
a2-a3, and now a3-a4 — he has lost a tempo. 
8.dxc5 Wxd1+ 


A) 9.4)xd1!? 2xc5 10.b4 2e7 11.2b2 0-0 12.43 
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Position after: 12.@&c3 


Black has some good lines here, but I recommend: 


12...Ad7!N 13.8e2 Ab6 14.0-0 2d7 15.Ad2 Efc8o In this middlegame without queens, a complex 
game still lies ahead. for example, Black can plan ...A\c6-e5-c4, developing the initiative on the 
queenside. 


B) 9.exd1 &xc5 10.64 &e7 11.2b2 b5 12.2d3 2b7 13.e2 0-0 14.2hd1 Bfd8 15.8acl Olszewski, 
M (2559) — Socko, B (2656) Warsaw 2009 Now 15...a5!N leads to clear equality. For example: 
16.bxa5 b4 17.axb4 @xb4 18.2b5 &xa5 19.8xd8+ 2xd8= All the pawns on the queenside are 
exterminated and the position is equal. 


8...2e7 9.0-0 0-0 
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Position after: 9...0-0 
10.dxc5 


With this continuation White wants to equalize the game. The point is that Black threatens to play 
cxd4, creating an isolated pawn for White. From the point of view of the engine, this is the best 
continuation, but we will, of course, consider other possibilities. 


A) 10.63?! cxd4 
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Position after: 10...cxd4 


Al) 1l.exd4 Wa5 12.2b2 Bd8 13.He2 2d7 14.493 Be8 15.We2 Ad5 16.Ae4 Here Black can play 
16...%b6 17.hab1 Sac8 18.afd1 2a5F Several factors suggest that Black’s position is somewhat 
better: the b3- and d4-pawns are weak, and Black has the b4-square for the knight. 


A2) 11.Axd4 Wa5! 12.2.d3 e5 13.A\de2? [13.0f5!? 2xf5 14.2xf5 96 15.2c2 Bc8 16.He4 Axe4 
17.2xe4 Wxd1 18.2xd1 Axb3 19.2b1 Bfd8F White has some compensation for the pawn due to 
the bishop pair, but this is not enough for equality.] 13...2e6 14.2b1 was seen in Thomas, G — 
Vidmar, M Hastings 1937. After 14...2xb3—+ White has a hopeless position. 


B) 10.%e2!? An interesting pawn sacrifice. 10...cxd4 11.exd4 [11.8d1 e5 12.exd4 exd4 13.h3 
2d6!N 
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14.Wd3 dxc3 15.Wxd6 Wxd6 16.2xd6 Ae4 17.Hd1 c2 18.he1 2f5 19.2d3 Ad6+ Black has an extra 
pawn and White should only think about equalizing.] 11...Axd4 12.Axd4 Wxd4 13.8d1 We4!2 


C) 10.%/d3 The queen can come under attack here. 10...b6 11.8d1 Wc7 12.We2 2b7 
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Position after: 12... &b7 


13.d5 [13.dxc5 &xc5 14.2b1 Now a possible course is 14...Ag4 15.h3 Age5 16.Axe5 @xe5 17.2a2 
Hfd8 18.2d2 “d3F The knight on d3 is very strong, and can sometimes move to b4, while White’s 
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pieces are passive.] 13...exd5 14.0xd5 Axd5 15.8xd5 26 16.¢4 


Position after: 16.e4 


16...2fe8! 17.Ag5 Ad4 18.8xd4 2xg5 19.Wc4 2f6 20.Bd1 Had8 21.2b1 We7 22.2e3 2xd5 23.exd5 
a5+ The d5-pawn is weak and Black can play for a win for a long time. 


10...2xc5 
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Position after: 10... 2xc5 


11.We2 


White keeps the tension, and the queen can still be useful in defense. 


11.e4 Opening the cl-bishop. 11...Wxd1 12.8xd1 Ag4 13.8f1 AgeS 14.Axe5 @xe5 15.8e2 2d7 
16.2d1 Now 16...2fd8 17.24 f6 18.f1 Bac8 19.f8 &f8 20.2293 2e8F Due to the weakening of the 
queenside with the move a2-a4, Black can use the b4-square for his pieces and therefore has a 
microscopic plus. 


11...8%c7 
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Position after: 11...W4c7 
12.e4 


Offering the cl-bishop some prospects, but weakening the d4-square. 


A) 12.h3 b6 13.e4 [Consider an example where White rejects e3-e4: 13.2d1 2b7 14.2d2 Ae5! 
15.Axe5 Wxe5 16.2ab1 a5 17.2h1 Bfd8 18.2e1 and now a very unexpected move in front of the 
king 18...g5!— with a kingside attack.] 13...2b7 14.2d1 
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Position after: 14.&d1 


14...0d7 15.8e3 Ace5 16.Axe5 AxeS 17.2xc5 Wxc5 18.2a2 After 18...2fd8F we can see that 
White’s queenside has been weakened by a2-a4, while Black can use the b4-square, and has a 
slightly better structure, so he can pose some problems for White. 


B) 12.8d1 2d7 13.2d2 Hfd8 14.2e1 AeS 15.0xe5 Wxe5 16.Wf3 2c6 17.4% e3 WES White’s bishop 
on el is passive whereas the black pieces are noticeably more active. 


12...Ad4 13.Axd4 2xd4 14.2¢5 


14.243 8d8 15.2g5 2d7 16.2h1 h6 17.2h4 
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Position after: 17.&h4 


Now the strongest continuation for Black is 17...Wf4! 18.293 Wg5 19.f4 Wed 20.Wxe4 Axg4t Black 
has a strong bishop on d4 that controls the a7-g1 diagonal, so his chances are better. 


14...2d7 15.8fd1 2e5 
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Position after: 15... 2e5 


16.g3 &c6 17.f3 Rfd8 18.2d3 2d7 19.&g2 Rad8F 
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With the black pieces more active, Black’s position is slightly better. 


( j) 5.Af3 Dc6 6.a3 dxc4 7.2xc4 a6 8.2d3 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3!? d5! 4.Ac3!? e6! 5.Af3 Ac6 6.a3!? dxc4! 7.2xc4 a6! 8.2d3!? 
This leads to typical IQP (isolated queen pawn) positions. 
8...cxd4 9.exd4 2e7 10.0-0 0-0 


Black has a better pawn structure, and hopes to exchange more pieces, in order to reach an endgame 
and press against the d4-pawn. White, on the other hand, builds his play on the dynamics of his pieces 
being active and the resultant possibility of developing an attack on the kingside. 
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Position after: 10...0-0 
11.2c2 
White wants to play W/d3, building the battery along the b1-h7 diagonal and trying to develop an 


initiative on the kingside. 


11.2g5!? Provoking Black into playing ...h7-h6. [11.2el b5 12.2c2 2b7 13.43 96 (See 11.2c2)] 
11.825!? h6 


A) 12.2h4 Nobody has yet tried 12...0h5!N 13.2xe7 @xe7 14.Ne5 Af6 15.He4 Afd5 16.2c2 b6 
17.8%/d3 96 18.Wid2 &eg7= White’s knights in the center are nicely positioned, but there are no 
concrete threats. Black has a safe position and, in view of the d4-pawn, has the more pleasant play. 


B) 12.2c3 b5 13.2cl 2b7 
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Position after: 13...8b7 


14.4e4 As you know, exchanges are beneficial to the side playing against an isolated pawn, so this 
move is logical. [Alternatively, 14.2b1 Aa5 15.Ne5 Ac4 16.Axc4 bxc4 17.f3 2d6 18.We2 Hb8 
19.93 2d5F] 14...Axe4!N 15.2xe4 Bc8 16.4%d2 a5! Continuing the same exchanging strategy. 
17.2xb7 Axb7 18.&xc8 Wxc8 19.Bcl Wd82 Black looks safe now that there are fewer pieces on the 
board; White shouldn’t have enough left for an attack. 


11...b5 12.8%d3 2b7 
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Position after: 12...8b7 
13.225 


Threatening £xf6, with checkmate to follow on h7. 


A) 13.8el1 g6! 14.2h6 He8 15.2ad1 &c8 16.2b1 [Or 16.We2 a5 17.83 and after 17...Ac4 18.2cl 
4\d5¥ Black has a comfortable game.] 16...b4 17.He4 
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Position after: 17.e4 


Gofshtein, L (2580) — Volzhin, A (2548) Lausanne 2000 [17.axb4 Axb4 18.We2 Abd5 19.8cl has 
been seen in practice, but after 19...2b4 20.2d2 Wa5F Black has long-term pressure, while White’s 
play on the kingside has stalled.] 17...bxa3! 18.bxa3 Aa7 19.Axf6+ 2xf6 20.0e5 Ab5F White’s 
attack is not dangerous, whereas Black has counterplay on the queenside. 

B) 13.8d1 &c8 14.295 g6 15.Bacl “a5 


B1) 16.2h6 He8 17.e5 Ac4 18.4xc4 Now 18...c4 was certainly not bad in the game Bruno, F 
(2455) — Lenic, L (2565) Bratto 2009, but stronger was 18...bxc4! 19.Wh3 Wc7 20.2d2 @d5F The 
c4-pawn has captured a lot of space, and the knight on d5 is also very strong. 


B2) 16.Ae5 
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Position after: 16.Ae5 


Here I recommend exchanging several pieces by 16...Ad7!N 17.2h6 Axe5 18.dxe5 Wxd3 19.2xd3 
&fd8+ Black has superiority on the queenside: his knight can jump to b3 or to c4 and the black 
pieces are somewhat more active, therefore Black’s chances are slightly higher. 


13...¢6 14.2ad1 


14.b4 a5! 15.bxa5 b4! 16.axb4 Axb4 17.Wd2 2xB 18.gxf3 Bxa5¥ White has a damaged pawn 
structure, which gives Black a reason to play for a win for a long time to come. 


14...8c8 15.8fel Ad5 
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Position after: 15...0d5 
16.2.h6 


A) 16.2xe7 Acxe7 17.He4 AF5 18.2b1 D6 19.Ac3 [19.4c5? is bad in view of: 19...2xf3! 
20.Wixf3 @xd4 21.We3 Exc5—+] 19... b6 20.We2 Bfd8 21.2xf5 exf5F The d4-pawn is weak and the 
light-squared bishop is very strong. White should be wary of ...&f3 in some positions. 

B) 16.@xd5 2xg5 17.4c3 occurred in Fedoseev, V (2676) — Maghsoodloo, P (2676) Chess.com 
INT 2020. After 17...2f6 18.Wd2 a5 19.24 Ac4 20.We2 &xe4 21.Axe4 227F White does not 
equalize, as he has no compensation for the isolated d4-pawn. 


16...Axc3 17.bxc3 He8 18.a4 
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Position after: 18.a4 
In this position, Black has the strong continuation... 


18...b4! 19.c4 2f6 20.h3 De7 21.He5 AF5 22.2f4 aSco 


Black is no worse, and can exert pressure on the hanging c4- and d4-pawns. 


_k) 5.4f3 Dc6 6.a3 dxe4 7.2xc4 a6 8.0-0 b5 9.-- & 9.2.3 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3!? d5! 4.Ac3!? e6! 5.Af3 Ac6 6.a3!? dxc4! 7.2xc4 a6! 8.0-0 
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Position after: 8.0-0 
8.2a2 b5 9.0-0 leads to the main line (see 8.0-0). 
8...b5! 


The strongest move, taking some space on the queenside and developing the bishop on b7. Now, 
White needs to decide where to retreat with the bishop. This position was encountered as early as 
1899 in the games Lasker — Maroczy and Maroczy — Lasker (!) from the same tournament. 


9.2d3 


A) 9.22 cxd4 
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Position after: 9...cxd4 


Al) 10.exd4?! 2b7 11.b4 2e7 12.2b2 0-0 13.2d3 Bc8 14.Rel Now Black should correctly rebuild 
the knight’s position by 14...Ab8!N 15.8e5 Abd7 16.2f1 Ab6+F White has an isolated d4-pawn 
and an unsuccessful bishop on b2, while Black has excellently positioned pieces. His knights can 
occupy the strategically important points at c4 and d5 at any moment, so his position 1s clearly 
better. 


A2) 10.Axd4 Axd4 11.exd4 2b7 12.2¢5 2e7 13.2f3 2xf3 14.W/xf3 0-0 15.Bad1 
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Position after: 15.&ad1 
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Black would have an advantage if he could stop the d4-d5 advance, but unfortunately he cannot 
prevent it. One possible continuation is 15...h6!? 16.2h4 &c8 17.W/b7 2xa3 18.d5 We7 19.Wxa6 
2xb2 20.2xf6 Wxf6 21.Axb5 exd5 22.Mxf6 &xf6 23.2xd5= with a dead-drawn position. 


B) 9.d5 Interestingly, no-one has followed White’s lead. 9...exd5 10.2xd5 1-0 (64) Savon, V — 
Roizman, A Orel 1966 Now the simplest and strongest solution is 10...Axd5!N 11.W%/xd5 Wxd5 
12.Axd5 2d6 13.Ab6 2b8 14.8d1 &xh2+ 15.xh2 Bxb6 16.2d5 c4 17.Ad4 Axd4 18.2xd4= 
Despite the extra pawn for Black, White has enough compensation for equality due to control over 
the d-file and the weakness of the dark squares. 


9...2b7 


Y 
Ay 


aN of oO O® N © 


Position after: 9...8.b7 
10.dxc5 


A) 10.We2 A risky pawn sacrifice. After 10...cxd4 11.exd4 White won in Karolyi, T (2435) — Zalai, 
M (2122) Budapest 2001, 1-0 (23) but nothing here prevents Black from playing 11...0xd4!N 
12.0xd4 Wxd4 13.Bd1 Yb6 14.295 2e7 15.8acl 0-0 16.2c3 Wa5F when White does not have 
enough compensation for the pawn. 


B) 10.a4!? b4 11.%e4 cxd4 
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Position after: 11...cxd4 


B1) It’s risky to play 12.Axf6+?! in view of 12...gxf6! Opening the g-file for the rook. 13.2e1!? 
es! 


B1.1) 14.2xh7 Too greedy. 14...297 15.8e4 £5 16.2b1 d3! 17.%xd3 [Or 17.2xd3? Ae5—+ and 
Black wins] 17...8a5!+ Black has more than enough compensation for the pawn due to the 
dangerous attack on the white king. 


B1.2) 14.3 &c5¥ Black’s position is slightly better, as White’s kingside is weakened by the 
move g2-g3. White should think about equalizing. 


B2) 12.exd4 &e7 
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Position after: 12...8e7 


B2.1) 13.Hel 0-0 14.0c5 2xc5 15.dxc5 Wd5 16.2e3 Bfd8 17.2e2 Here I recommend avoiding 
the exchange of queens by 17...W/£5! 18.&%b3 h6 19.h3 Bac8 20.2ad1 Exd1 21.4xd1 Ad5o0 with a 
complex game. White has two bishops, but Black has a strong knight on d5 and well-placed 
pieces. Interesting play can be expected in which Black’s chances are acceptable. 


B2.2) 13.2e3 Several games have been played with this move. 13...%d5! 14.Afg5 h6 15.Axf6t+ 
&xf6 16.2e4 Wd7 17.d5 White is showing aggression and now Black should have played 
17...Ad8! 18.dxe6 Wxd1 19.faxd1 &xg5 20.exf7+ &f8 


Position after: 20...&f8 


21.f4 [21.2xb7 Axb7 22.f4 Be7 23.Bd7 Ac5 24.Exe7 &xe7 25.2xc5+ Lxf7 26.2xb4 Zhe8F 
Black can create some problems due to the open lines that the rooks can occupy.] 21...2e7 
22.8xd8+ Exd8 23.2xb7 Bd6 24.a5 &xf7 25.2b6 &f6F White has compensation for the 
exchange. Nevertheless, Black can still pose some problems. 


10...2xc5 11.b4 


11.4¥e2!? has been played at a high level. 11...0-0 12.b4 2d6 13.8d1 We7 14.He4 @xe4 15.8xe4 £5! 


A) 16.2xc6!? &xc6 17.2b2 2d5 18.4e5 Bac8 This position led to a draw in Polgar, Z (2560) — 
Anand, V (2710) Monte Carlo 1993, %4-'4 (31). Black’s two bishops are no worse, but nevertheless 
there is no need to talk about an advantage either, because of the strong bishop on b2 and the knight 
on e5, which interact perfectly with each other. 


B) 16.2b1 
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Position after: 16.&.b1 


16...0e5 17.AxeS 2xe5 18.2b2 2xb2 19.Wxb2 Wes 20.f4 We6 21.2d7 Bf7 22.2d6 Bc8oo Black’s 
pieces are somewhat more active, but there is nothing particularly bad in White’s position. Again, a 
complex game is expected in which Black’s chances are not worse. 


11...2d6 
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Position after: 11... 2d6 
12.2b2 
12.Ne4!? @xe4 13.2xe4 f5! 
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Position after: 13...f5! 


A) It was possible to save the bishop by 14.2c2 De5 15.4d4!? [15.Axe5?! 2xe5 16.2b1 and now 
16...W%c7! leads to an advantage. For example: 17.h3 Bd8 18.&%h5+ &e7 19.e2 Bc8F White has not 
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found time to develop the cl-bishop] 15...Ag4 16.h3 2h2+ 17.2h1 Se5 18.£3 0-0 
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Position after: 18...0-0 


19.@xe6 [19.fxg4? Wh4— with a strong attack.] 19...Wxd1 20.2xd1 Ah2 21.2 &xal 22.0xf8 Hc8 
23.Hc2 Exc? 24.8xc2 Axf3 25.Ad7 Ah4 26.Lh2 Bxg2 27.2xf5 2d5= with an equal endgame, 
which, if played correctly on both sides, should end in a draw. 


B) 14.2xc6+ &xc6 15.2b2 0-0 
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Position after: 15...0-0 
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B1) 16.2e5 appeared in Kamsky, G (2714) — Ivanchuk, V (2787) Moscow 2007. Now, I like: 
16...2e7! 17.We2 Bc8oo with complex play. The black bishops can affect the future, although 
White has good control over the e5-square so has compensation. 


B2) Another game saw 16.W/d4 We7 17.He5 2d5 18.£4?! This move weakens the kingside and 
after 18...a5+ Black is slightly better. He has two bishops and there is a play on the queenside, and 
the f2-f4 advance may negatively affect White long-term. 


12...Ae5 13.Aaxe5 &xe5 14.f4 2c7 15.We2 0-0 
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Position after: 15...0-0 
16.a4! 


16.8ad1?! We7 17.c4 &2b6+ 18.&h1 Efd8F was seen in the classic encounter Teichmann, R — Dus 
Chotimirsky, F Prague 1908. Black’s chances are much better, as the weakened a7-g1 diagonal gives 
good reason to play for an attack on the white king. 


16...2.b6 17.axb5 axb5 18.Axb5 Ad5 19.2xa8 &xa8 20.8xh7+ 
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Position after: 20. 2xh7+ 


A nice way to end the game with a draw, similarly to Horwitz’s double bishop sacrifice (although it’s 
even stronger when it mates!). 


20...2xh7 21.84h5+ &g8 22.8x07 &xg7 23.Wed+ Gh7 24.8h5+ &e7 25.Wedt+= 


With perpetual check. 
( 1) 5.Af3 Ac6 6.a3 dxe4 7.2xc4 a6 8.0-0 b5 9.22 ] 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.e3!? d5! 4.Ac3!? e6! 5.Af3 Ac6 6.a3!? dxc4! 7.2xc4 a6! 8.0-0 b5! 9.2a2!? 
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Position after: 9.2a2!? 


The bishop is well positioned here, as it can support the d4-d5 advance or move to the b1-h7 
diagonal. 


9...2b7 10.%e2 


The logical and most popular continuation; White frees the d1-square for the rook. 
10.d5!? Some elite chess players have tried this move. 10...exd5 11.@xd5 Black has some interesting 
possibilities, but my preference goes to the following variation: 11...2d6!? 12.e4 Axd5 


A) 13.Wxd5?! 0-0 14.Wh5 appeared in Aronian, L (2782) — Ding, L (2799) chess24.com INT 2021. 
Aronian moved the queen to the kingside thinking to organize an attack, and now I recommend an 
improvement: 14...W%c7!N 15.2d5 “d4 16.Axd4 cxd4 17.2d1 &2xd5 18.exd5 Rae8F With the idea of 
..4e5, attacking the weak d5-pawn. Black’s position is much better. 


B) 13.2xd5 0-0 
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Position after: 13...0-0 


B1) 14.e5 Here the pawn is even more vulnerable. 14...8e7 15.2f4 Now, after 15...c4! 16.2e4 
4\a5¥, Black is somewhat better: he has a pawn majority on the queenside and the black knight can 
dominate via the c5- and b3-squares. 


B2) 14.a4 Wc7 15.8e3 Sad8 16.axb5 axb5 17.We2 Ab4 18.2xb7 Wxb7F Black’s position is 
préférable: the e4-pawn needs protection, and Black is ready to play ...c5-c4 with ...Ad3 to follow. 


10...cxd4 11.8d1 


11.exd4? is very bad. For example: 11...xd4 12.Axd4 Wxd4 13.2g5 as in Tang, A (2538) — Carlsen, 
M (2862) Lichess.org INT 2021. Strongest here was 13...%g4! 14.Wxe4 ®xe4 15.h3 Af6—+ and 
Black has excellent chances to convert the extra pawn. 


11...b4! 


With this move Black wants to get some initiative on the queenside. 
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Position after: 11...b4! 


12.axb4 


The most natural continuation, however, in practice, there are other possibilities. 
12.exd4!? bxc3 13.d5 Axd5 14.2xd5 Ad4! 15.8xd4 &2xd5 16.bxc3 &c5 17.424 Wf6 18.Ae5 2d6 
19.2c4 2xc4 20.Wxc4 0-0 21.2g5 led to a draw in Gelfand, B (2703) — Leko, P (2690) Batumi 2018, 
%-Yy (47). The only move that maintains equality now is 21...W4%/f5! 22.2h6 Bfb8 23.2xg7+ Vhs 
A) 24.23 Wf6 25.8xf7 Wxh6 26.8e1 2f8 27. 2xf8+ Bxf8 28.2xe6 Wd2 29.Be2 Wd1+ 30.292 &xa3 
31.Wxa6 Wd5+ 32.621 2c5= Stockfish gives a slight preference to Black, however, to my 


understanding, making progress in this position is problematic — I think that objectively speaking it 
is a draw. 


B) 24.895 Bb1+ 25.2xb1 Wxbl+ 26.Wfl &xh2+ 27.exh2 Wxfl 28.2¢7+ &g8 29.2h6+ Yh8= with 
perpetual check. 


12...Axb4 
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Position after: 12...@xb4 
13.4xd4 


13.8xd4!? Wb6 14.2b3 Be7 15.2a4+ &c6 16.c4 0-0 17.2g5 &xa4 18.2xa4 a5 19.h3 Black can now 
play 19...h6 20.2h4 Sfd8 21.8c4 Wa6 22.e5 Afd5 23.Axd5 Axd5 24.2xe7 @xe7= when the position 
is approximately equal. The a5- and b2-pawns are mutually weak and will probably both disappear, 
after which the most likely result is a draw. 


13...Axa2 14.8xa2 We7 15.e4 2e7 16.804 Bc8 17.Ab3 0-0 18.2¢3 Bfd8o 


With the advantage of the bishop pair and well-positioned pieces, Black stands well. 


Conclusion 

We have first considered the variation 1.d4 @f6 2.c4 c5 3.e3 d5 4.4\c3 and here we need to play 
4...e6! In this position White has many continuations, but in the main line we considered 5.cxd5. 
Then Black plays 5...Axd5 avoiding the formation of an isolated pawn. Then White plays 6.2.43 Ac6 
7.Af3 Be7 8.0-0 0-0 In this position, White has a lot of continuations. Later, Black plays ...cxd4, 
giving White an isolated pawn, while White tries to develop the initiative on the kingside. I like to 
play such positions for Black. 


We have considered the variation 1.d4 @f6 2.c4 c5 3.e3 d5 4.4c3 Now we need to play 4...e6! and 
we have examined 5.4£3!? when White maintains the tension in the center. Then Black also develops 
5...4\c6 and here we have considered many moves, but the main line we have looked at is 6.cxd5 
&)xd5 7.2c4 cxd4 8.exd4 2b4! Black violates the harmony of the white pieces and has comfortable 
play. In the case of the most popular 9.2d2, as our analysis shows, White can not claim an advantage. 
I think it is better for White to opt for 9.%/d3 and with this move White can claim equality. 
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We have considered the variation 1.d4 @f6 2.c4 c5 3.e3 d5 4.43 e6! 5.Af3 Ac6, and we finally got 
to the main line 6.a3 !? The idea of the move is to play dxc5, and after ...2xc5 to seize space on the 
queenside by b2-b4, with the further development of the bishop to b2. After 6.23, I recommend 
playing 6...dxc4! 7.2xc4 a6! The game takes on the character of a Queen’s Gambit Accepted. Black 
also wants to seize space by playing ...b7-b5 with the development of the bishop on b7. 


White has a choice, for example 8.dxc5, but after exchanging queens White cannot fight for the 
opening advantage. 8.0-0 is a more ambitious continuation and after 8...b5! White needs to choose 
where to retreat with the bishop. Almost all bishop retreats are possible, but the most popular is 9.2a2 
and after 9...2b7 White has the same choice, but no matter how White plays, Black has a good game. 
In some variations Black can even claim an advantage, and in general has nothing to fear. 
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Part II 
Transposition into the English 


Chapter 4 
Early Sidelines 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.Af3 exd4 4.-- 


EaASWese Eo 
£2 im ie 


Chapter Guide 


Chapter 4 — Early Sidelines 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.0f3 cxd4 

a) 4.Wxd4 

b) 4.Axd4 e6 5.-- 

c) 4.xd4 e6 5.e3 & 5.a3 

d) 4.Axd4 e6 5.23 d5 6.-- & 6.822 e5 7.Ab5 

e) 4.Axd4 e6 5.93 d5 6.2g2 5 7.Ac2 

f) 4.Axd4 e6 5.23 d5 6.222 e5 7.Ab3 

g) 4.0xd4 e6 5.23 d5 6.222 e5 7.0f3 - Sidelines 


h) 4.0xd4 e6 5.23 d5 6.2g2 e5 7.Af3 d4 8.0-0 Ac6 9.e3 Be7 10.exd4 exd4 11.2f4 0-0 12.-- 
i) 4.Axd4 e6 5.93 d5 6.222 e5 7.Af3 d4 8.0-0 Ac6 9.e3 Be7 10.exd4 exd4 11.24 0-0 12.He5 Wb6 


13.8b3 
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(a) 4.8xd4 ) 
1.d4 Af6 2.4 5 3.013!? 


A little history: the first time this position arose, judging by my database, was in the game Michell — 
Blake played at the British Championship in 1924, and a year later Torre played like this against 
Alekhine, and the world champion Alekhine himself did not disdain this move. Other masters of the 
past played this way, too, such as Reti, Capablanca, Rubinstein, Nimzowitsch, Flohr, et al. This 
position can also arise from other move orders, for example, 1.c4 or 1.4£3, and among modern 
players this position arose iin the games of: Carlsen, Kasparov, Anand, Gelfand, Karpov, Ivanchuk, 
Giri. 
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Position after: 3.Af3!? 
3...cxd4! 


The most common continuation, and in my opinion the most logical; although we could play 
differently, we will settle on this move. Black destroys the central pawn and the a7-g1 diagonal is 
freed, which creates certain tactical nuances. 


4.Wixd4?! 


White violates the principles of opening development and brings out the strongest piece too early. We 
will consider other rare moves; 


4.e3?! dxe3 5.2xe3 Now nobody has yet played 5...b6N 6.Ac3 2&b7 7.22 e6 8.0-0 2e7 9.Ab5 0-0 
10.Ad6 4c7 11.Axb7 Wxb7F White’s compensation — in the form of holding the two bishops for a 
pawn — is insufficient for equality. 
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4...0c6 


Now Black is forced to waste time retreating his queen. 
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Position after: 4...0c6 


5.Wd1 
The queen returns home and White has not improved his position in any way, but let’s consider other 
moves; 


A) 5.¥4d3 d5! 6.cxd5 Wxd5 7.Wxd5 Axd5 
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Position after: 7... xd5 


Al) 8.e4 Adb4 9.4 a3 g6!IN 10.2d2 &g7 11.8c3 0-0 12.8c4 a6 13.0-0 b5 14.22 Be6 15.2x97 
x97 16.63 2g4—+ Black has an overwhelming advantage: the a2-pawn is weak, and Black also 
wants to exchange the bishop for the knight and invade the d4-square with his knight. 

A2) 8.a3 At this juncture, nobody has yet played 8...g6!N 9.e4 Ab6 10.Ac3 2e7 11.2e2 Be6 12.0- 
0 &xc3! 


Position after: 12...2xc3! 
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Black spoils White’s pawn structure. 13.bxc3 &c4! One bishop needs to be exchanged. 14.e1 
&xe2 15.8xe2 Ac4+t Black is better because White’s queenside pawn structure is fragmented. 


B) 5.&%h4 This move was sometimes played against me in online blitz games. Having analyzed the 
position, I can already recommend a new continuation here: 5...e5!N 6.@c3 Ab4! 7.kb1 Be7 8.295 
d5 9.cxd5 Abxd5 10.e3 @xc3 11.bxc3 0-0 12.2e2 h6 13.2xf6 2xf6+F Black has the bishop pair 
advantage and a better pawn structure. 


5...e5! 


A confident move. Black opens the way for the dark-squared bishop and, on occasion, will be ready 
for an even greater seizure of space by ...e5-e4. 


6.Ac3 2b4! 
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Position after: 6...2,b4! 


A strong move. On occasion, Black is ready to ruin White’s pawn structure by playing ... 2xc3 or to 
aplly pressure along the a5-el diagonal by playing ...@\f6-e4 and ...Wd8-a5. 


7.202! 


The most logical move; White prevents £b4-c3. Other continuations are no better: 


A) A comfortable position for Black arises after 7.e3 Ae4! 8.W%c2 Axc3 9.bxc3 &c5 Black can 
already be satisfied with the opening results, he has the better pawn structure and comfortable 
development. 10.2d3 d6 11.h3 2e6 12.&b1 a5 13.Wa4+ 2d7 
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Position after: 13...2d7 
14.Wc2 h6 15.0-0 0-0 16.2d1 £5+ Black is better as White’s pawns on the c-file are doubled and 


weak, ...e5-e4 looms, and the bishop on cl is passive and does not participate in the game. 


B) 7.a3?! This only contributes to Black’s plans. 7...2xc3+ 8.bxc3 a5 9.Wc2 e4 10.@\d2 Here 
Black has the powerful 10...e3! 11.fxe3 0-0 12.93 d6 13.292 &f5 14.e4 296 15.2b1 Wc7 16.0-0 
4\e5+ Most of the white pawns are weak, so Black is clearly better. 


C) 7.8%/c2? e4! 8.Ag1 [In case of 8.4\d2 there is the typical 8...c3! 9.fxe3 0-0 10.3 d5t Black has a 
very unpleasant initiative.] 8...0-0 9.e3 
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Position after: 9.e3 


9...d5!N 10.cxd5 @xd5 11.2d2 2xc3! 12.bxc3 Wf6 13.8b1 De5 14.c4 Ad3+! 15.2xd3 exd3 16.Wcl 
[If 16./xd3 there is the simple 16...2f5 17.e4 2xe4—+ winning material.] 16...W%g6!—+ Black has a 
large positional advantage, sufficient to win. 


7...0-0 
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Position after: 7...0-0 
8.e3!? 


A) 8.5?! &xd2+ 
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Position after: 8...8xd2+ 


Al) 9.Wixd2 d6 10.e3 @xd5 11.cxd5 We7 12.2e2 BF5 


Position after: 12... &f35 


13.2c4? [Better is 13.0-0 but even here after 13...e4!4 the d5-pawn is weak, so Black is clearly 
better.] 13...&c8 14.We2 Black’s strongest move here is 14...294! 15.h3 2xf3 16.gxf3 Ag6—+ with 
a huge positional advantage. White’s king is stuck in the center, and their pawn structure on the 


kingside is broken. 
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A2) 9.@)xd2 d6 10.Axf6+ Wxf6 
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Position after: 10...Wxf6 


A2.1) 11.e3 Now Black should play 11...%g6! 12.h4 h5 13.2e2 e4! 14.93 We5 15.8xh5 @d3+ 
16.2f1 W/f5 17.2h2 Axb2 18.8%b1 Axc4 19.Axc4 Wxh5 20.Axd6 2e6T Black has an unpleasant 
initiative, as the bishop is stronger than the knight and White has problems with the harmony of 
the kingside pieces — the king does not feel safe and the rook is stuck. 

A2.2) 11.He4 Wg6 12.Ac3 Be6 13.e3 Now Black has the natural 13...2fd8!N 14.h4 h5 15.8c1 
DNe7 16.22 Wxg2 17.213 Wg6 18.b3 Sac8 19.8xh5 Wh6t Black is clearly better as White’s king 
is Stuck in the center and Black is ready to open the position by ...d6-d5. 


B) 8.a3!? &xc3 9.2xc3 We7 10.3 Bd8 11.8e2 d5 
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Position after: 11...d5 


12.0-0?! [Or 12.cxd5!? Axd5 13.Wc2 ®xc3 14.Wxc3 25 15.8d1 Bxd1+ 16.2xd1 &c8F when 
Black’s pieces are better developed and therefore his position is preferable.] 12...d4! 13.exd4 exd4 
14.2b4 ®xb4 15.axb4 Wxb4+ Black has an extra pawn and good winning chances. 


8...e4! 
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Position after: 8...e4! 


9.0d4 


The active 9.4¢5 is slightly worse than the main move; although White attacks the e4-pawn, the 
knight on g5 does little else. 9...2e8 10.W%c2 d5! 11.cxd5 2xc3! 12.8xc3 @xd5 13.h4 Now Black can 
play the logical 13...Axc3! 14.bxc3 2f5 15.2d1 Wf6 16.2c4 Be7+ with a good position due to the 
better pawn structure. White’s position is weakened not only on the queenside, but on the kingside 
also thanks to the move h2-h4. 


9...Axd4 10.exd4 d5 
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Position after: 10...d5 
11.a3! 


The best move; White wants the b4-bishop to make a decision. 


11.44%b3!? 2a5 12.cxd5 Now I suggest 12...2¢4!N 
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Position after: 12...2¢4!N 


13.2e2 [After 13.h3 2h5 14.24 896 15.222 Wd6 16.0-0 &c7 17.2fel Wh2+ 18.ef1 h6t The white 
king does not feel completely safe as the queen on h2 is terrorizing White’s kingside] 13...&xe2 
14.%xe2 He8 15.Zacl h6! A useful wait-and-see move. 16.h3 a6 17.2hel Wd6 18.Wa3 2b4 19.%b3 
Had8 20.ef1 &xc3 21.bxc3 Wh2T White has not solved the problem with his king so Black has a 
pleasant initiative. 


11...2xc3! 


Black is ahead in development and the exchange of bishop for knight reduces White’s control over 
the center. 


12.bxc3 Be8 13.23 


13.2e2 dxc4 14.2xc4 Ag4t with Black having the initiative in view of the threatened ...e3 and 
..Wh4, 


13...dxc4 14.2xc4 


uae: 

Uj YG Z 
Ui 
2 


~«§ we oo oo“ o@ 


a iv 
cas 


Position after: 14. &xc4 
Now the natural continuation is... 
14...2e6! 15.2b5 He7 16.0-0 &c8 17.2d2 a6 18.2e2 h6F 


Despite the fact that White has the ‘advantage’ of the two bishops, Black’s position is preferable due 
to the better pawn structure. White’s bishops are not dangerous, and the a3- and c3- pawns are 
vulnerable. 


( b) 4.Axd4 e6 5.-- ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.Af3!? exd4! 4.0xd4 e6! 


We have reached one of the main positions. We will consider the primary move 5.4c3 in the next 
chapter but first let’s look at the rarer moves. 


Although it is very early in the game, White should be somewhat careful here. 
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Position after: 4...e6! 
5.Qb5 


This move has been chosen by such grandmasters as Korchnoi and Varga. 


A) 5.225 @c6 6.4xc6 [For 6.Ac3 see 6.Adb5; 6.e37? Wa5+—+ and the g5-bishop is lost.] 6...dxc6 
7.M4xd8+ &xd8 8.Ac3 e5 9.e3 Be6 10.2e2 &c7 11.0-0-0 Ad7 12.2h4 Now 12...h5N 13.h3 f6 14.24 
a5 15.8c2 2f7 16.223 He8 17.b3 2b4 18.Aa4 h4 19.2h2 Ac5 20.Axc5 &xc5F with a slightly better 
endgame for Black due to having more space; the further plan includes ...a5-a4, developing the 
initiative on the queenside. 


B) 5.2f4?? This would be a gross mistake due to: 5...e5! 6.2xe5 Wa5+ 7.2c3 Wxe5—+ and Black 
simply has an extra piece. 


5...d5! 6.cxd5 


6.2f4 2b4+ 7.4 1c3 0-0 
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Position after: 7...0-0 


A) 8.a3 2a5 9.b4 a6! 10.2d6? [10.cxd5 axb5 11.bxa5 exd5 12.2b1 Ac6 13.4xb5 &f5 14.2b2 
Wxa5+ 15.Wd2 Wa4F with a slightly better position as White is behind in development and the a3 
pawn is weak.] 10...axb5 11.2xf8 ©xf8 12.bxa5 Wxa5 13.Bcl bxc4—+ Black has more than enough 
compensation for the exchange — a knight and two pawns for the rook as well as a development 
advantage. The a3-pawn is weak, and sometimes the central black pawns can advance, sweeping 
away everything in their path. 

B) 8.4c7? Ded! 9.4)xa8 [Or 9.Wicl g5 10.2d2 Axd2 11.Wxd2 d4 12.4xa8 W6 13.%cl Bd8 14.Wc2 
2d7 15.e3 dxc3 16.bxc3 2a5 17.2e2 Dab 18.2d1 Ac5—+ The knight on a8 is lost in any event, and 
Black has a decisive material advantage. ] 9...W/f6 10.W%c2 Wxf4 11.e3 
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Position after: 11.e3 


Here I like 11...WeS5!N 12.8c1 2d7 13.2d3 a6 14.cxd5 exd5 15.0-0 &xc3 16.bxc3 Aac5—+ The 


knight on a8 is about to die, so Black is winning. 


C) 8.3 a6! 
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Position after: 8...a6! 


C1) 9.4c7 &a7 10.cxd5 [If 10.07xd5? exd5 11.2xb8 2¢4 12.13 Wxb8 13.fxg4 Be8—+] 10...exd5 
11.2e5 In this position I recommend 11...Abd7N 12.07xd5 @xd5 13.Wxd5 @xe5 14.Wixe5 b5 


290 


15.2e2 He8 16.Wf4 2d6t Black has more than enough compensation for the pawn due to the 
bishop pair and better development. 


C2) 9.a3 2a5 10.Ad6 2xc3+! 11.bxc3 
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Position after: 11.bxc3 


Black won from this position in Czebe, A (2480) — Berczes, D (2205) Hungary 2003, 0-1 (31) after 
11...2c6 although the alternative 11...abd7N is better and leads to a slight advantage. For 
example: 12.8¢3 e5 13.cxd5 Wc7 14.4c4 b5 15.A0d2 Wxc3 16.8e2 2b7 17.0-0 &xd5F White has 
the two bishops, which somewhat compensates for his pawn minus, but clearly not enough for 
equality. 


6...a6! 
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Position after: 6...a6! 
7.4d4! 


Instead; 

7.4503?! exd5 
A) White can try the active 8.225 when Black should respond: 8...d4N 9.2xf6 gxf6 10.Ae4 2e6 
11.¢3 2b4+ 12.Aed2 Wd5! 13.Bg1 Ac6 14.282 Wes 15.&f1 d3t White has an extremely unpleasant 


position; Black has an advantage with the bishop pair and active pieces, while White has big 
problems with his king. 


B) 8.23?! Here the bishop does not stand naturally, but nevertheless, this is how the chess legend — 
Viktor Korchnoi — played: 8...Ac6 9.2d4 @xd4 10.Wixd4 
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Position after: 10.xd4 


Now, the most natural and strong continuation is 10...2e6!N 11.e3 &c8 12.Wa4+ 2d7 13.Wc2 2c6+ 
when Black has the advantage of the two bishops and threatens to unleash the c6-bishop by playing 
..d5-d4. 


7...Axd5 8.Ab3 e5 9.e4 Ab4 10.2e3 


10.Wixd8+ &xd8 11.81 2e6 12.01d2 Ad7 13.2c4 we7 14.a3 Acb 15.ke2 Hc8 16.2d1 £6 17.2d5 
f7F Black is slightly better because of the slight lead in development. 


10...2e6 11.01d2 A8c6 12.a3 Ad3+ 13.2xd3 Wxd3 
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Position after: 13...Wixd3 
14.8c1 Yb5 15.We2 Wa4 16.Ac5 &xc5 17.8xc5 Bd8 18.4% d1 Wxdi+ 19.exd1= 


The position is approximately equal, and the opposite-colored bishops enhance the drawing 
tendencies. 


( c) 4.Axd4 e6 5.e3 & 5.a3 
1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.0f3!? exd4! 4.Axd4 e6! 


Now, let’s have a look at two other options that White has at his disposal: 5.e3 and 5.a3. 
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Position after: 4...e6! 
5.a3 


5.e3!? “c6 


A) 6.Axc6 dxc6 7.Wxd8+ &xd8 8.43 e5 9.2d3 2e6 10.63 Ad7? Black has the more pleasant 
endgame because he can use the c5-square for his own purposes and can seize space on the kingside 
with ...£7-f5 


B) 6.2c2 b6 


B1) 7.Axc6?! dxc6 8.4xd8+ &xd8 9.Ac3 At this point, a subtle solution is 9...e5!N 10.b3 &c7 
11.2b2 2e6 12.0-0-0 h5 13.Ha4 Ad7 14.h4 96 15.2d2 Be7 16.2hd1 Bhe8 17.¢3 &F5F Black has a 
little more space and can look to use the c5-square and perhaps gradually advance the pawns on 
the kingside. 


B2) 7.0-0 2b7 8.Ac3 &b4 
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Position after: 8...8,b4 


9.Wc2 0-0 10.Axc6 2xc6 11.a3 2d6 12.b4 Bc8 13.2b2 2b8 14.Hfd1 hSco Black has an excellent 
position. Both bishops are looking at the kingside, while the h5-pawn can advance further, while 
the knight can jump to g4, developing the initiative on the kingside. In a practical game, I would 
choose Black’s side. 


5...Ac6 
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Position after: 5...0c6 
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6.g3 


A) 6.4c3 (See 6.a3 in the next chapter.) 
B) 6.8xc6 bxc6 7.43 d5 8.cxd5 exd5 9.e3 2d6 10.203 0-0 11.e2 Se8 12.2d2 Ag4 13.h3 Wh4 
14.03 Wh6 15.h4 De5 16.2b1 2e4-+ 


C) 6.64?! White gets the worse of it in terms of pawn structure after the strong 6...a5! 7.b5 @\xd4 
8.W%/xd4 b6 White’s pawn structure on the queenside has lost its mobility, whereas Black’s play is 
more comfortable. 9.4\c3 2c5 10.W/f4 


af ee 


Position after: 10.¥8f4 


Here Black has the strong 10...d5! 11.0a4 2d6 12.Wd4 0-0! 13.2b2 [In case of 13.4%xb6 We7 14.23 
Q\d7 15.%/e3 2b7 Black is well ahead of White in development. 16.2b2 Hac8 17.cxd5 &xd5 18.8¢1 
Ke2 19.&b1 Sfc8—+ White has a hopeless position since there are big problems with the king and 
Black’s pieces are very aggressive - he has complete control over the c-file and two powerful 
bishops in the center.] 13...e5! 
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Position after: 13...e5! 


14.WYxb6 We7 
C1) If 15.g3 then 15...d4! Closing the queen’s way home. 16.222 @d7! 17.Wic6 &b8 18.0-0 2b7—-+ 
White loses his queen. 
C2) Black has a huge lead in development after 15.e3 when 15...Ae4 16.cxd5 2b4+!—+ leads to a 
decisive black attack. 


D) 6.Ab5 a6! 7.Ad6+ &xd6 8.Wxd6 Ae4! 9.Wf4 d5 10.cxd5 has been seen before in Watkins, A — 
Dearnley, A England 1995, 0-1 (36) and here I can recommend a new continuation: 10...exd5N 
11.4d2 0-0! 
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Position after: 11...0-0! 


12.e3 [Or 12.Axe4 Ad4! 13.0f6+ Wxf6 14.4 xf6 exf6 15.a2 Be6 16.64 Bfc8 17.23 Ac2+ 
18.8d2 *xe3 19.fxe3 d4!+] 12...g5 13.Mf3 De5 14.Wd1 Wf6 15.f8 Ac5 16.0b3 Axb3 17.4% xb3 
Leb 
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Position after: 17... 2e6 


18.Wxb7 [18.f4 exf4 19.exf4 Ac6 20.Mc3 d4 21.4% g3+ Vh8 22.We5 Wxes 23.fxg5 Bae8t with 
slightly better play for Black due to better development.] 18...¢4 19.f4 Wh4+ 20.g3 Af3+ 21.f2 
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Wh5 22.2e2 Hac8—> With the initiative, as Black has the important c-file along which the rook is 
ready to invade the seventh rank. 


E) 6.e3 Black has a lot of different lines to choose from, but I suggest a continuation that has never 
before been seen in practice. 6...b6!2N 7.8e2 [Nothing is offered by 7.Axc6 dxc6 8.!4xd8+ &xd8= 
and Black has no problems.] 7...Axd4 8.exd4 2b7 9.0-0 d500 Black is no worse and might play 
..dxc4, leaving White with an isolated d4-pawn. 


6...Wb6! 
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Position after: 6...¥8b6! 
7.e3 


A) 7.4\c2 &c5 8.e3 a5 9.a4 [9.Ac3 a4 10.2e2 d6 11.0-0 2d7 12.8b1 0-0 13.Hel De5 14.b4 axb3 
15.8xb3 Wa5 16.Af3 fd8F Black, with active pieces, has a slightly better position, and White has 
weak a3- and c4-pawns.] 9...0-0 10.2e2 d5 11.0-0 2d8 12.cxd5 exd5 13.43 
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Position after: 13.@c3 


Black is ready for the typical 13...d4! 14.@)xd4 @xd4 15.exd4 &xd4 16.%c2 2h3—+ when White 


loses at least a pawn. 


Black is better. 


= 


B) 7.Axc6 Yxc6 8.13 Wxc4 9.43 Wc5 


7..Axd4 8.exd4 Wic6 9.8¢1 2e7 10.Ac3 
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Position after: 10.@c3 
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In this position, the most natural continuation Is... 
10...0-O!N 11.24 d5 12.c5 De4F 


Black’s position is more promising as White can no longer castle short. 


( d) 4.4xd4 e6 5.g3 d5 6.- & 6.2g2 e5 7.Ab5 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.A0f3!? exd4! 4.0xd4 e6! 5.¢3!? 
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Position after: 5.g3!? 


An interesting move; White wants to put pressure on the long, white diagonal. White is not afraid if 
Black captures the center, since he is planning to attack it. This was first played by Edward Lasker 
against Jose Raul Capablanca at Lake Hopatcong in 1926. This move has also been used by 
Rubinshtein, Kholmov, Petrosyan. Modern grandmasters have also played like this, among them 
Kasparov, Carlsen, Aronian, Karpov, and Gelfand. 


5...d5! 
A strong move, capturing the center and planning ...e6-e5, with further central advances to come. 
6.222 


A) 6.cxd5?! Wxd5! 
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Position after: 6...“@xd5! 


Al) 7.£3 264+ 8.4c3 0-0 9.Ac2 &2xc3+ 10.bxc3 Wad 11.2d2 Bd8 12.c4 b6 13.2e2 2a6F Black is 
much better developed and White’s queenside pawn structure is vulnerable. 


A2) 7.A3 Wxdl+ 8.oxdl Ac6 9.Ac3 
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Position after: 9.&c3 


After 9...2b4 10.2d2 0-0 11.Ae1 Bd8 12.40d3 &xc3 13.8xc3 Ae4t Black is ahead in 


development. 


B) 6.4c3?! 5! 
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Position after: 6...e5! 


B1) 7.Ac2 d4 8.Ab1 Ac6 9.2g2 Be6 10.4)d2 has been seen in practice ,but after 10...h5 11.h4 e7 
12.0-0 0-0 13.a3 a5 14.b3 2f5+ Black stands confidently in the center, while White’s pieces are 
very passive. 


B2) 7.63 d4 
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Position after: 7...d4 
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8.4xe5 [8.Ab]1 Yes, a sad retreat, but this is the lesser of evils; other moves are worse, although 
strong grandmasters have tried to use them, but without success. 8...A.c6+] 8...4%d6! 9.Wa4+ Abd7 
10.Ab5 [10.Axd7 doesn’t change the state of affairs: 10...2xd7 11.0b5 Wc6 12.2¢1 a6 13.2f4 and 
after 13...2c8—+ White loses a piece without any compensation.] 10...W%/b4+ 11.Wxb4 2xb4+ 
12.2d2 &xd2+ 13.2xd2 Axe5 14.Ac7+ 
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Position after: 14.@c7+ 


Black won in the high-rated online encounter Belous, V (2524) — Gordievsky, D (2559) Lichess. 
org INT 2020, 0-1 (38). The best move here was 14...&e7! 15.Axa8 2d7 16.Ac7 Axc4+ 17.vel 
Hc8 18.8c1 Ad6 19.f3 @de8—+ The knight on c7 dies a brave death. 


C) 6.4c2!? is somewhat passive, but also possible, preventing ...e6-e5 in advance. 6...2c5 7.292 0- 
0 8.0-0 Ac6 
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Position after: 8...0c6 


C1) Worse is 9.Ac3 dxc4 10.225 h6 11.2xf6 Wxf6 12.2xc6 and after 12...2d8 13.0e4 We7 
14.Wel bxc6 15.0xc5 Wxc5 16.W/c3 2a6F Black has an extra pawn, albeit a doubled one. 

C2) 9.295 dxc4 10.0d2 h6 11.8e3 2xe3 12.Axe3 c3 13.bxc3 We7 14.0b3 Hd8 15.Wel b6 16.c4 
2b7¥ was agreed drawn in Bu, X (2675) — Krasenkow, M (2607) Helsingor 2011, %4-% (16) but 
Black is slightly better due to his healthier pawn structure. 


C3) 9.cxd5! The strongest approach. Now 9...@xd5 
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Position after: 9... xd5 


10.a3!? [10.2d2 e5 11.A0c3 @xc3 12.2xc3 We7= and Black should have no problems in this 
position.] 10...a5 11.2d2 [Or 11.c4!? Af6 12.Ac3 We7 13.8e3 Bd8 14.We2 2xe3 15.Wxe3 We5= 
and the position is approximately equal.] 11...%b6 12.Ac3 @xc3 13.8xc3 Bd8 14.Wcl a4= Black 
is NO worse. 


D) 6.Af3!? Ac6 
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Position after: 6...c6 


7.cxd5 Wxd5 8.4%xd5 [The more combative sequel 8.2d2 2e7 9.Ac3 Wh5 10.222 0-0 11.0-0 2d800 
Black is no worse, and in a practical game playing as Black is more pleasant for my taste.] 8...axd5 
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Position after: 8... xd5 


9.a3!? [9.292 Be7 10.0-0 2d7 11.e4 Now 11...Adb4 12.4c3 Ad3 13.8d1 Axcl 14.Baxcl g5= gives 
a position of rough equilibrium, although there is still a lot of struggle left.] 9...e5 10.e4 [10.2g2?! 
this is not such a good move because of 10...e4! 11.@fd2 £5 12.0-0 and after 12...2e6 13.Ac3 Axc3 
14.bxc3 &c5+ Black is better developed, with White’s position lacking harmony.] 10...294 


D1) 11.2e2!? Abb 12.8e3 Ac4 13.Afd2 Axe3 14.fxe3 2d70 Despite the fact that Black has the 
two bishops, the position is not out of balance. White has good control of the center thanks to the 
doubled e-pawns and he wants to play “c3-d5. 


D2) 11.@bd2?! is mnet by 11...Ab6 12.2e2 £6 13.0-0 0-0-0F Black, with better development, has 
an edge. 


6...e5! 


With this move Black occupies the center. White will build his play in order to attack the central 
pawns, while Black wants to maintain the advantage in space that he has thanks to the central pawns. 
Now White has various knight retreats. 


7.2\b5!? 


The idea of this move is to send the knight along the route @c3-b5-c3-d5. White’s plan also includes 
a strike in the center with f2-f4. 


7...d4 
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Position after: 7...d4 
8.f4! 


The only way. Other moves are clearly worse; 


8.0-07! a6 9.4\5a3 4c6 It is difficult to offer White any reasonable advice; the problem is what to do 
with the bishop on cl? If you play 2c1-g5, the exchange will give Black the advantage of the bishop 
pair, but otherwise the bishop will remain passive. 
A) 10.e3 294 11.Wfa4 Be7 12.exd4 exd4 13.4d2 0-0 14.He4 Here, after 14...Axe4 15.2xe4 He8 
16.2d2 2e2 17.2fel d3—+ Black has a decisive positional advantage due to the strong passed d3- 
pawn and the weakness of the d4-square. 


B) 10.2¢5 Exchanging bishop for knight is beneficial only to Black. 10...h6 11.2xf6 Wxf6 
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Position after: 11...Wxf6 


12.Ad2 &c5 13.Ac2 0-0 14.a3 a5 15.e1 We7 16.4d3 and Black went on to win in Vajda, A (2350) 
— Totsky, L (2490) Bucharest 1998, 0-1 (32). After 16...2d6 Black has an advantage with the two 
bishops and more space in the center. 


8...a6 9.fxe5 axb5 10.exf6 bxc4 11.0-0 
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Position after: 11.0-0 
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Now I propose a continuation that has not been encountered in practice. 
11...0d7N 12.40d2 Axf6 13.Axc4 Be5oo 


Black has a comfortable position; they can simply castle and include the a8-rook in the game via a6. 


( e) 4.Axd4 e6 5.g3 d5 6.2g2 e5 7.0c2 ) 
1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.Af3!? exd4! 4.Axd4 e6! 5.¢3!? d5! 6.2¢2 e5! 7.Ac2!? 


This is the third most popular move. Here, just as in the variation with 7.4b3, the idea is to not block 
the bishop on g2. But in this version, White thinks that the knight on c2 is better-placed than on b3. 
For example, in some variations the thematic ...a7-a5 is already meaningless, as opposed to the lines 
with 7.4b3. White’s plan also includes a strike in the center with f2-f4, as well as a pawn sacrifice in 
the spirit of the Benko Gambit, by playing b2-b4. This continuation was chosen for the first time by 
the Master of Sports of the USSR, Mikhail Abromovich Beilin, against Paul Keres in Tallinn in 1945. 
And a little later, Petrosyan played this way against the same Keres in Ziirich in 1953. 


7...d4 
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Position after: 7...d4 
8.f4!? 


Due to the fact that Black has occupied the center, it is logical to undermine it. 


8.0-0 Ac6 An important critical position has arisen. 
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Position after: 8...0c6 


A) 9.4@d2 a5! So that White cannot play b2-b4 opening queenside lines. 10.Ae1 2d6 11.43 0-0 
12.63 &f5 13.£3 296 14.Af2 &b4 15.8b2 Black won in Phiri, R (2317) — El Gindy, E (2453) 
Livingstone 2018, 0-1 (39). After 15...a4t Black has a much more active position, while White has 
passive minor pieces. 

B) 9.c3 d3! 10.Hel &f5 11.Ac3 2b4! 12.e4 2g4 13.f3 Here the correct response is 13...2xc3 
14.bxc3 Wb6+ 15.2h1 Se6 16.%xd3 Aa5F Black has a better pawn structure, and White’s two 
bishops don’t count as an advantage in this position. 

C) 9.b4 8e7 


C1) If 10.a3 2e6 11.4d2 Black can continue 11...%d7 12.2b2 Bd8 13.8el 2h3t when White’s 
position is cramped and passive. Black’s plan may include ...e5-e4 or ...h7-h5, developing an 
attack on the king. 


C2) 10.f4 0-0 
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Position after: 10...0-0 


C2.1) Another sequel is 11.b5 Aa5 12.fxe5 Ag4 13.2a3 [Worse 13.Wixd4 Wxd4+ 14.4xd4 2c5+ 
and White’s position is extremely unpleasant.] 13...axc4 14.2xe7 Wxe7 15.W/xd4 ®exe5F In 
view of the isolated and weak e2-pawn, White has a worse position and needs to think about how 
to equalize the game. 


C2.2) 11.fxe5 @xe5 12.c5? [The lesser of evils was 12.4%xd4!? Wxd4+ 13.Axd4 Bd8 14.4c2 a5 
15.b5 @xc4¥ In view of the pawn structure, White is somewhat worse.] 12...a5! 13.2b2 d3! 
14.2xe5 dxc2 15.Wxc2 Ag4 16.4 b2 Axe5 17.Wxe5 axb4 18.Ad2 2f6 19.2xf6 Wxf6 20.Wxf6 
gxf6—+ White’s position is absolutely hopeless and Black went on to win in Glenne, B (2255) — 
Brynell, S (2435) Skei 1995, 0-1 (35). 
D) 9.225 The most popular move, but this does not mean that it is the strongest! 9...22¢4! 10.43 
[In case of 10.h3 2e6 11.4%d3 Wd7 12.2h2 e4! 13.%/d2 &e7F Black has powerful pawns in the 
center that give him a space advantage.] 10...%d7 11.Ad2 DhS 12.f3 2f5 13.He4 Se6 14.2d2 h6 
15.e3 £5 16.Af2 dxe3 17.Wxd7+ &xd7 18.Axe3 Hd8 19.Bad1 &c8 20.2h3 96 21.b3 Ad4t Only 
Black can play to win in this position; he has a powerful knight in the center and more space, while 
White’s pieces are passive. 


8...0c6 
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Position after: 8...0c6 
9.0-0!? 


Now Black has two roughly equivalent continuations. The reader can choose one of them to his or her 
taste. 
A) 9.fxe5?! Ag4 10.2xc6+ bxc6 11.Wxd4 Wxd4 12.Axd4 AxeS 13.Ad2 2h3 14.048 AxB+ 
15.exf3 0-0-0 16.2d1 
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Position after: 16.2d1 
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Black won quickly in the game Bohm, H (2410) — Langeweg, K (2410) Amsterdam/Drachten 1982, 
0-1 (25). Here, after 16...2f5 17.23 2e7 18.Hel 2f6 19.a2 a5t Black has more than enough 
compensation for the minimal material damage, since White is lagging behind in development and 
the two bishops are very strong. 


B) 9.2xc6+?! The downside to this move is obvious - the total weakening of the white squares on 
the kingside, where the white king will not feel safe. 9...bxc6 10.fxe5 Wa5+! 11.Wd2 Wxe5 12.Wxd4 
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Position after: 12... W845 


B1) 13.%/d3 Wxd3 14.exd3 2h3 15.295 Black has some pressure after 15...0-0-ON 16.2xf6 gxf6 
17.d4 2g2 18.2¢1 Be4 19.ed1 hS 20.Ac3 Sh7F White lacks harmony and the extra pawn is not 
felt, whereas Black has unpleasant pressure due to two powerful bishops and better development. 


B2) 13.W/e3+ 2e7 14.Ad4 
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Position after: 14.0d4 


Here it was worth playing 14...%c5 15.@\d2 0-0 16.02b3 Wd6 17.Wf4 Wd7 18.0-0 Se8 19.0f5 2f8 
20.Ah6+ gxh6 21.!4xf6 2970 Black has excellent compensation for the pawn due to holding two 
strong bishops, while White has weak white squares on the kingside and his pawns are vulnerable. 
Can Black Play to Win? I think yes, although the computer thinks that the position is close to 
equality. however, the “iron friend” defends very well, and I think that in practical play between 
humans Black has a chance of getting an advantage. 


In practice, we have only met... 


9...e4!? 


Position after: 9...e4!? 
10.4\d2!? 


Attacking the e4-pawn, but let’s consider the alternatives; 
A) 10.£5!? &c5 11.b4! and although Black eventually won in Zylka, S (2305) — Zaleski, L (2116) 
Krakow 2018, 0-1 (50), here it is worth improving Black’s play by 11...8e7!N 12.65 Aa5 13.Wixd4 
Wxd4+ 14.Axd4 Axc4 15.Ad2 De3 16.2f4 Axg?2 17.exg2 0-0 


Position after: 17...0-0 
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18.2b2 [18.Axe4 a6 19.0xf6+ 2xf6 20.2b1 Se8F Black has more than enough compensation: he 
has a powerful bishop pair, and White’s pawn structure needs to be defended.] 18...&e8 19.a4 h5 
20.Axe4 a6 21.Axf6+ 2xf6 22.2f2 2d7 23.263 Hac8s All the black pieces are active and he has 
two bishops, these factors combining to give him good compensation for a pawn. 


B) 10.64? 2g4! 11.h3 0-1 Strongest now was 11...2xe2!N 12.W%xe2 d3 13.Wd1 dxc2 14.Wxc2 
&xb4+F Black has an extra pawn and an active position. 


10...2f5 11.Ab3 8e6 12.Lh1 &xc4 13.Abxd4 


At this point, we caan improve on previously seen play with... 
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Position after: 13. Abxd4 
13...Axd4N 14.0xd4 Wd7 15.b3 2a6 16.2b2 2e70 


Black is no worse. All the pieces are active, and the g2-bishop is stifled by the e4-pawn. Black’s plan 
is to castle and place rooks on the c- and d-files. 


( f) 4.Axd4 e6 5.g3 d5 6.2g2 e5 7.Ab3 


, 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.Af3!? exd4! 4.0xd4 e6! 5.¢3!? d5! 6.292 e5! 7.Ab3!? 
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Position after: 7.®b3!? 
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In my database, 306 games have been played this way. From b3, the knight controls the d4 square, 
but the difference with the move 7.4f3 is that the knight does not block the g2-bishop. This move has 
been played by such grandmasters as Li Chao, Cheparinov, Vidit, Nisipeanu, Smirnov P, Sosonko, 


Korchnoi, and Stupak. 


7...d4 8.0-0 Ac6 
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Position after: 8...0c6 
9.f4! 


The most accurate continuation. White is fighting for the center and this is a logical strategy. As our 
analysis shows, other moves are worse; 


A) 9.2.25?! White simply brings the bishop out, but the exchange for the knight will be beneficial 
for Black. 9...a5! Black clearly shows that the position of the knight on b3 1s flawed — the futher 
push ...a5-a4 is threatened. 
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Position after: 9...a5! 


A1) 10.f4 Here I can recommend a novelty: 10...h6!N 11.fxe5 hxg5 12.exf6 gxf6 13.Wd3 eS! 
14.We4 [14.Wxd4 Wxd4+ 15.Axd4 &c5 16.e3 g4t Black has a strong initiative for a pawn, and 
the white pawns on e3 and h2 are weak.] 14...2a6 15.Axd4 &c5 16.3 0-0 
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Position after: 16...0-0 


17.Ac3 [17.b3? Ag4!—+ with ...2£8-e8 coming and an overwhelming advantage.] 17...axc4 
18.Ab3 &xe3+ 19.eh1 &e6T Black has a strong initiative with the advantage of two bishops. In 
addition, the b2-pawn is weak, and ...a5-a4 threatens to drive the b3-knight away. 


A2) 10.e3 a4 11.43d2 Se7 12.exd4 exd4 
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Position after: 12...exd4 


13.He4 [13.Ha3 0-0 14.2xf6 2xf6 15.Ae4 Led to Black winning in Vazquez Igarza, R (2560) — 
Roa Alonso, S (2422) Roquetas de Mar 2010, 0-1 (50). Now 15...2e7 16.Ab5 f5 17.Ad2 f4T gives 
Black the better chances with two powerful bishops and a passed d4-pawn.] 13...0-0 14.2xf6 2xf6 
15.Axf6+ Wxf6 16.Ad2 Here Black should play 16...d3 17.2b1 25+ when they stand better, due 
to the strong passed pawn on d3, while the knight can jump to d4. 


B) 9.c3?! &e4! 
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Position after: 9...2¢4! 
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B1) 10.2f3 2h3! 11.8e1 [There will be no repetition if 11.2g2 as after 11...2xg2 12.exg2 d3 
13.Ac3 2b4 14.2d2 e4 15.£3 0-0 16.fxe4 Ae5F White has a passive bishop on d2 and a worse 
pawn structure.] Black can play boldly here with 11...d3N 
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Position after: 11...d3N 


Black plans to play ...Ac6-b4-c2 12.Ac3 [12.a3? isn’t really possible due to 12...e4! 13.2hl 294 
14.f3 exf3 15.2xf3 h5—+ with a winning position for Black, who can bring in the knight with 
...Ac6-e5] 12...Ab4! 13.2xb7 2b8 14.2d5 Wc2 15.e4 2b4 16.225 2xc3 17.bxc3 ®xel 18.Yxel 0- 
0+ White has some compensation for the exchange, but still, only Black can play to win. 


B2) 10.Wel d3! 11.0c3 2b4! 12.2d2 2xc3 13.2xc3 Le2 14.Ac5 Wb6 15.b4 0-0 16.Axb7 Wxb7 
17.b5 e4 18.2xf6 Ad8! 19.2b2 Heb 
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Position after: 19...0e6 


The knight performs an important defensive function here, controlling the g7-square in case of 
problems on the long dark diagonal. 20.%c3 Now 20...£ac8 21.8fel Bfd8 22.2f1 2f3+ and despite 
the fact that White has an extra pawn, this is weak consolation. Black’s defended passed d3-pawn, 
creates great inconvenience for White. 


B3) 10.f3 2e6 11.exd4 exd4 
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Position after: 11...exd4 
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12.f4! The strongest continuation; White wants to play f4-f5. [12.2¢5 &xc4 13.Hel+ Be7 14.2xf6 
gxf6 15.4\1d2 was seen in Chan, K (2152) — Webb, L (2313) Caleta 2017, 0-1 (69) After 15...2e6 
16.f4 d3 17.@h1 h5!—> Black has many advantages with excellent chances to develop the attack. 
The further advance of the h-pawn is threatened and, besides, Black has an extra pawn and the 
advantage of the bishop pair.] 12...2e7! This is the continuation I recommend; simple development 
takes priority over material goods. 13.4\a3. Black went on to win in Rasmussen, A (2499) — 
Williams, S (2463) Rhodes 2013, 0-1 (31), although the most powerful move here is not the most 
obvious. 13...W/c8!N 
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Position after: 13...Wc8!N 


14.2xc6+?! White gives up the light squares, but gets a pawn in return. Nevertheless, Black gladly 
goes for such a position. 14...bxc6 15.Axd4 294 16.Wc2 [16.Wel 2h3! 17.2f2 0-0!—+ with 
extremely unpleasant threats such as ...2c5 and ...Ag4. Good advice is hard to provide for White. 
Fort example: 18.&%xe7?? Be8 and due to the back-rank weakness, White is forced to part with the 
queen.] 16...0-04 
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Position after: 16...0-0+ 


White has weak light squares on the kingside. Black plans to activate the bishop by ...2e7-c5, but 
if White plays 17.c5, then the d5-square will be available for the black knight. 


9...a5! 10.fxe5 Ag4! 
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Position after: 10...0¢4! 


11.2d5!N 
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11.2xc6+!? bxc6 12.Wixd4 [12.4xd4?! &c5 13.e3 Axe5+ With queens on, White’s position is clearly 
worse. Again, Black has the advantage of the two bishops and an important factor is that the kingside 
light squares are weak.] 12...%xd4+ 13.@xd4 2c5 
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Position after: 13... 2c5 


14.e3?! This move is not logical. White voluntarily close his bishop in on cl. [14.2d1!2N 14...2e6 
15.2f4 Kg8! This is a strong idea, the goal of which is to play ...g7-g5. For example, after 16.h4 h6x 
the threat of pushing ...g5 is still there, and Black has really nice counterplay.] Now Black should 
have played 14...Axe5 15.4c3 [If 15.b3? White has no time to defend the c4-pawn: 15...2h3 16.2d1 
0-0-0 17.2b2 Af3+! 18.2f2 Axh2 19.2h1 Ag4+ 20.ve2 Bhe8 21.2xh3 Bxe3+ 22.ef1 &2xd4—+ Black 
has such maximally active pieces that White’s position cannot be held.] 15...2h3 16.2d1 0-0 17.He4 
2xd4 18.exd4 2e4 19.RF1 Af3+ 20.g2 Axd4F Black has a slightly better position because the light 
squares in White’s camp are weak, and the knight in the center of the board is also very strong. 


11...Agxe5 12.2f4 


12.4xd4?! This craving for material is rather dubious. 12...2c5 13.e3 0-0 14.0c3 294 15.Wd2 Ab4t 
Black has a serious initiative for the pawn. 


12...2e7 
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Position after: 12...2e7 
13.Aaxd4 


13.2921? 8e6 14.2xe6 fxe6 15.28xe5 AxeS 16.Axd4 [But not 16.Y/xd4?! Wxd4 17.Axd4 Axc4+ 
with the threat of ...A\c4-e3. White’s position is clearly worse.] 16...%d7 17.Ac3 0-0-0 18.8f4 Axc42 
Threatening ...@\c4-e3 and ...e6-e5. 


13...2h3 14.axc6 bxc6 15.2xe5 cxd5 16.W/a4+ 


16.2xg7!? Bg8 17.2d4 &xfl 18.Wxfl dxc4oo White has compensation for the exchange, since he has 
a knight and a pawn for the rook, and the black king is stuck in the center. On the other hand, Black 
has a slight material advantage and there are open lines for the heavy pieces. 


16...2f8 17.2f4 dxc4 18.Ac3 Wb6+ 19.204 Yb7 20.282 Be6c0 


A position with mutual chances has arisen. Black has the advantage of the bishop pair, but the 
disadvantage is that his king is in an unenviable position. Black’s plan includes ...h7-h5-h4, bringing 
the h8-rook into play. 
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Position after: 20... 2e60 


( g) 4.Axd4 e6 5.93 d5 6.22 e5 7.Af3 - Sidelines ) 
1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.0£3!? exd4! 4.Axd4 e6! 5.g3!? d5! 6.22 e5! 7.Af3! 


This is the most common move and poses the biggest problems for Black. From the f3 square the 
knight puts pressure on the key central points d4 and e5. This continuation is the choice of such 
strong grandmasters as Harikrishna, Vidit, Gelfand, Ponkratov, Dubov, Bok, Bluebaum and others. 


7...04 

Black can afford this move because the e5-pawn is indirectly protected by the check on a5. 
8.0-0 

8.e3 Ac6 9.exd4 exd4 10.0-0 &e7 (See 8.0-0). 

8...Ac6 


We have reached a critical position. 


Position after: 8...0c6 
9.e3! 


The most logical move. In the opening, the center is of great importance, therefore White fights for 
and puts pressure on it. Sometimes Black will no longer have the move ...e5-e4, capturing even more 
space. Let’s consider other alternatives, but as the analysis shows, they are clearly worse than 9.¢3... 


A) 9.b4!? e4 10.Ag5 2xb4 11.A0xe4 Axe4 12.2xe4 2h3 
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Position after: 12...&h3 


13.292 [13.Wia4? @xfl 14.2xc6+ bxc6 15.Wxb4 2xe2 16.2a3 Here 16...%c7! 17.W%b2 2e4 18. xd4 
Wd7 19.W4e4+ Web 20.Wf4 0-0-0—+ gives Black a winning position.] 13...2xg2 14.exg2 We7 
15.4d2 0-0 16.Af3 Sfe8 17.a3 


Position after: 17.a3 
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17...8c5 18.8a2 Zad8 19.!%/d3 h6 20.8d1 2d6 21.Bad2 Heb 22.&f1 Be4F The d4-pawn is strong, but 
White’s a3-, c4- and e2-pawns are weak. Black has a slightly better position and went on to win in 
the game Oganian, M (2433) — Khairullin, I (2629) Kolomna 2016, 0-1 (34). 


B) 9.2957! Be7 
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Position after: 9... 8.e7 


B1) 10.Abd2 0-0 11.a3 a5 12.63 Ad7 13.2xe7 Wxe7 14.Wc2 f5 15.8fcl e44 Black has a strong 
pawn center, while White’s pieces are passive. 

B2) 10.b4 e4 11.Afd2 3! 12.2xf6 [Or 12.fxe3 Ag4! 13.2xe7 ®xe7? with a most unpleasant 
initiative.] 12...2xf6 
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Position after: 12... 2.xf6 


13.Ae4 exf2+ 14.2xf2 Be7 15.4% b3 0-0 16.abd2 Now 16...Axb4 17.03 2f5 18.a3 Ac6+ offers 
clearly better play for Black. 


B3) 10.e3 Other answers do not change the assessment. 10...0-0 11.exd4 exd4 
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Position after: 11...exd4 


B3.1) 12.Abd2?! h6 and White has to part with his bishop. 13.2xf6 2xf6 14.He4 2f5! Black 
does not hold on to the two bishops advantage for specific reasons, namely the strength of his d4- 
pawn. 15.0xf6+ Y/xf6 16.%/b3 d3 17.Ah4 and Black defeated his much-higher rated opponent in 
Petrik, T (2511) — Gajek, R (2315) Ruzomberok 2014, 0-1 (28). Strongest here is 17...0d4! 
18.Wixb7 2¢4 19.2d5 Bab8 20.Wxa7 Bxb2—+ with an overwhelming advantage. 


B3.2) 12.8e1 h6 
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Position after: 12...h6 
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13.2f4 [13.2xf6 2xf6 14.Abd2 25 15.%b3 Wb6 16.W/xb6 axb6 17.a3 d3 18.8ab1 After 
18...2fe8 19.h3 g5F Black is slightly better with the bishop pair and a passed d3-pawn.] 13...2b4 
14.@)bd2 @h5 
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Position after: 14...Qh5 


15.4e5?! After this move Black seizes the initiative 15...Axf4 16.gxf4 led to a Black win in 
Glushko, A (2328) — Pogromsky, M (2405) Sochi 2007, 0-1 (44). Strongest here is 16...@xe5! 
17.fxe5 Wes 18.0f3 We6 19.Ah4 Wb6 20.8e4 2e6F Black has two powerful bishops and active 
pieces, which combine to give him an unpleasant initiative. 


C) 9.a3 294 10.Wc2 [If 10.64 e4 11.4g5 d3 12.4c3 dxe2 13.W/xd8+ S&xd8 14.he1 ®e5t Black has 
an unpleasant initiative.] Now, I recommend: 10...2e7N 11.h3 2h5 12.0h4 
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Position after: 12.@h4 
12...a5 13.94 Ad7 14.Af5 2g6! 15.Ad2 [15.Axg7+?! Lf8 16.Af5 h5 17.Ad2 hxg4 18.hxg4 Afo> 
Developing an attack on the white king.] 15...&2f8T with the further ...h7-h5 and a kingside 
initiative. 


9...2e7 10.exd4 exd4 
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Position after: 10...exd4 
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11.b4!? 


A) 11.8e1 0-0 (See 8.0-0). 
B) White can try to put pressure on the d4-pawn: 11.b3!? 0-0 12.2b2 &c5 13.a3 a5 


Position after: 13...a5 


14.b4 White equalizes the game with this continuation. [Alternative approaches are worse, e.g. 
14.Abd2?! 2f5 15.Bel d3 16.h3 Wd6 17.Ae5 Ad4 18.Adf3 Ae2+ 19.Lh2 Bfe8 20.Ah4 Bxes 21.f4 
Hee8 22.Axf5 Wd7 23.¢4 @xf4—+ Black has an extra pawn and a strong passed d-pawn, and went 
on to secure voctory in Karner, C (2356) — Kuljasevic, D (2502) Pula 2008, 0-1 (64).] 14...axb4 
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15.axb4 Exal 16.2xal &2xb4 17.0xd4 
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Position after: 17.@xd4 


Now Black should play 17...Axd4 18.Wixd4 Wxd4 19.2xd4 2d8 20.2c3 &c5 21.Ad2 2d4= The c4- 
and b7-pawns are mutual weaknesses and will likely be exchanged at some point, after which there 
are not enough resources for either to reasonably play to win. 

C) 11.Abd2?! 0-0 12.Ab3 [12.a3 Nobody has yet played 12...d3!N 13.8el a5 14.4f1 h6 15.2¢3 a4F 
and thanks to the far advanced d3-pawn, Black’s chances are slightly higher.] 12...d3 
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Position after: 12...d3 
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C1) 13.2f4 2f5 14.h3 a5 15.g4 2e6 16.8cl was seen in Przedmojski, R (2378) — Gritsak, O (2548) 
Warsaw 2011, 0-1 (61). Now very strong is 16...h5! 17.g5 Ae4? This is very difficult for White, as 
on the natural 18.h4? there follows 18...a4 19.Abd2 Axd2 20.2xd2 Wd7 21.2e1 2g4—+ White’s 
position is cramped and — objectively speaking and with best play — Black should win 


C2) 13.2e3 224 14.h3 Be6 15.81 Wd7 16.2h2 Bac8 17.a3 
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Position after: 17.a3 


Here, my favorite continuation 1s: 


17...h6! as it is useful to take control of the g5-square. 18.@c5 &2xc5 19.2xc5 Hfe8 20.Hel Bcd8 
21.Wid2 b6 22.2e3 &f5F Thanks to the d3-pawn, White is under some pressure. 


D) 11.a3!? a5 12.24 [For 12.b3 0-0 13.2b2 &c5 see 11.b3] 12...0-0 13.He5 Ba6 14.Ad2 AxeS 
15.2xe5 294 16.0f3 d3 17.h3 Bh5 18.Hel Be6 19.Wd2 He8 20.Bad1 2f8 21.4 £4 Now natural 
according to my chess understanding is 21...2c5!? 22.2c3 Wb6 23.Exe6 &xf2+ 24.Lh2 Bxe6 

25. 8xd3 226 26.2xf6 exf6 27.Wb8+ ce7 28.248 soho 29.Wt4+ &e7 30.!b8 Lh6= with perpetual 
check. 


11...Axb4 12.Axd4 0-0 
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Position after: 12...0-0 
13.a3 


13.2e3?! is dubious, and although a strong grandmaster with a rating of 2600+ played this way, and 
was even able to win, I cannot recommend this continuation. 13...Ag4! 14.0c3 Axe3 15.fxe3 was 
seen in Paravyan, D (2629) — Dubov, D (2709) Moscow 2018, 1-0 (62). Black has the bishop pair 
advantage and a better pawn structure, but White has good control over the center. I suggest Black 
continues with 15...2b8N 16.a3 “a6 17.0d5 Ac7 18.Axe7+ Wxe7F with slightly better play for 
Black due to the scattered weak pawns on a3, c4 and e3. 


13...284 14.13 &c5 15.2e3 Ac6 16.fxe4 
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Position after: 16.fxg4 

Here | like... 

16...8e8!2N 17.22 

On 17.@xc6? Yxd1 18.&xd1 &xe3—+ White suffers material losses. 
17...2xd4 18.2xd4 Axd4 19.Ac3 


Or 19.2xb7? Bb8 20.222 Ae2+ 21.h1 Wxdl 22.Bxd1 Axg4 23.8f1 Rb2—+ with an overwhelming 
advantage to Black. 


19...8c8 20.¢5 Bxc4 21.¢xf6 Bxc3 
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Position after: 21...&xc3 
Black’s position is comfortable and the following variation is possible... 
22.We4 Deb 23.fxe7 Wes 24.Wixe5 Axes 25.2xb7 He2 26.8fcl Xce3 27.2g2 &xg7= 


Black is no worse. Objectively speaking, the position is equal. 


h) 4.4 xd4 e6 5.g3 d5 6.2¢2 e5 7.Af3 d4 8.0-0 Ac6 9.e3 Be7 10.exd4 exd4 11.2f4 0-0 12.-- 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.Af3!? exd4! 4.Axd4 e6! 5.93!? d5! 6.2g2 e5! 7.03! d4 8.0-0 Ac6 9.e3! 2e7 
10.exd4 exd4 11.2£4!? 


341 


) 


Ss eG © 


Position after: 11.&f4!? 


The most common move. White develops the bishop to an active position and prepares the possibility 
of @f3-e5, opening the bishop on g2. 


11...0-0 12.He5 


A logical move, the goal of which is to clear the a8-h1 diagonal for the light-squared bishop. 


A) 12.8e1!? Ah5 13.8e5 [13.2d2!? Be8 14.Ne5 AxeS 15.2xe5 Af6 16.Aa3 Be6 17.2xb7 Bb8 
18.2c6 Hf8 19.8b5 d3co with an unclear position.] 13...2b4 14.Abd2 


8| 7 / fw 


AAT 


4a "his ae 


“é y 
*, 


STITT 


Seve? 


Fecesst en Faeee 


0 eC a ee L 


Se a 


Orr ae ot I 


Position after: 14. \bd2 


Here I recommend 14...f6N 15.2xd4 @xd4 16.2xd4 Wxd4 17.WixhS Wxd2 18.a3 Wxel+ 19.Bxel 
&xel= Black is close to winning here, but White probably has just enough counterplay against 
Black’s king save the draw. 

B) 12.@bd2 This is positionally risky because the bishop is kind of trapped on f4. 12...0h5! 
13.Axd4 @xf4 14.Axc6 bxc6 15.gxf4 Now nobody has yet played 15...2b8N 16.b3 2d6 17.03 


&xf4oo when the bishop pair can affect the future, although from the point of view of the computer 
the position is not out of balance. 


12...8%b6! 


A strong move. From here the queen protects the c6-knight and threatens the b2-pawn. 
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Position after: 12...W4b6! 
13.Axc6!? 


A) 13.8e1!? Black has several acceptable continuations, but my favourite is: 13...2c5!? 14.Ad3 
[14.Axc6 bxc6 15.4%b3 2d7 16.Ad2 Ah52 White loses the bishop, and Black stands no worse. | 
14...2f5 15.Axc5 Wxc5 16.Ad2 d3 17.2e3 Wd6 18.4%b3 Wd7= White has the advantage of two 
bishops, while Black has a strong passed pawn on d3 and the knight can sometimes jump to d4. 


B) 13.2d2 Axes 14.2xe5 Dg! 
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Position after: 14...0¢4! 


15.03 [15.2£4?! g5 16.8e1 Now the strongest continuation appears to be 16...8e6 when following 
17.207 WYxc7 18.8xe6 fxe6 19.Wixe4 d3 20.8e4 @h8 21.Af3 Rad8F Black has excellent winning 
chances.] 15...0xe5 16.Axe5 2f5N 17.W3 g6 18.Ad3 Bfe8 19.Bad1 Bab8 20.Sfel 2f8 21.2xe8 
Exe8 22.4xb7 Wxb7 23.2xb7 He2x The activity of the black pieces compensates for the missing 
pawn. 


13...bxc6 14.0d2 


A 2600+ rated GM has played here 14.!%b3!? 2e6 15.2d1 
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Position after: 15.&d1 


Berkes, F (2666) — Lomasov, S (2559) Skopje 2019, 2-2 (60). The strongest response is 15...&ad8!? 
N 16.2/xb6 axb6 17.2c7 2d7 18.2xb6 Bb8 19.c5 [Not 19.2xd4?? due to 19...c5—+ and White loses a 
piece.] 19...Ad5 20.2xd5 &xd5 21.b4 2f6 22.4)d2 d3 23.8acl Ha8F Black is slightly better. Again he 
has the advantage of the bishop pair, as well as active rooks and a strong passed d3-pawn. 


14...2e6 15.8%/b3 


15.8e1!? Sac8 16.Af3 Bfe8 17.4% b3 c5 18.45. It was logical to play here 18...2£5!N 19.Wxb6 axb6 
20.2b7 Ecd8 21.Ae4 f8 22.Axf6 &xf6 23.2c7 d3! 24.2xd8 Exd80o Black has excellent 
compensation due to the two bishops and the d3-pawn. 


15...2ac8 16.Ae4 
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Position after: 16.e4 
A useful move for Black here is... 
16...h6ON 


Firstly, it is useful to control the g5-square, and secondly, Black can con sixder playing ...g7-g5 at 
certain points. 


17.8fel Bfe8 18.Ad6 2xd6 19.2xd6 c5 20.2f4 g5 21.2d2 Bb8 22.W%xb6 axb6 23.b3 B50 


White has weak squares along the b1-h7 diagonal, while Black’s pieces can use the e4-square for 
their own purposes. 


i) 4.Axd4 e6 5.¢3 d5 6.2.g2 e5 7.Af3 d4 8.0-0 Ac6 9.e3 Be7 10.exd4 exd4 11.24 0-0 12.He5 
Wb6 13.83 


1.d4 Df6 2.c4 c5 3.Af3!? exd4! 4.Axd4 e6! 5.93!? d5! 6.2g2 e5! 7.03! d4 8.0-0 Ac6 9.e3! 2e7 
10.exd4 exd4 11.2f4!? 0-0 12.Ae5 Wb6! 13.8%b3! 


White is putting pressure on again. They want to exchange queens and win a pawn, which leads to a 
concrete game. 


Position after: 13.¥48b3! 


13...Aa5! 
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Black reacts to an attack with an attack. 


14.8xb6 


14.%b5!? 2e6! Threatening ...Ac4. 


Position after: 14...2e6! 
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A) 15.b3!? Wxb5 16.cxb5 a6 
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Position after: 16...a6 


Al) 17.bxa6 Bxa6 18.Ad2 Ad5 19.Adf3 2f6 20.2fd1 [If 20.2xd4?! then 20...g5! 21.Bacl gxf4 
22.4)xe6 fxe6 23.0d7 2b2 24.Axf8 &xcl 25.4xe6 Ac3!F with good winning chances. ] 20...2d8! 
21.2d2 Rda8 22.2xa5 Exa5 23.8xd4 Hxa2 24.xa2 Hxa2F The bishop pair gives Black a minimal 
advantage. 


A2) 17.b6 @d5 18.2d2 
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Position after: 18.2d2 


Now Black has the natural 18...@\c6 19.Axc6 bxc6 20.2xd5 &xd5 21.2f4 Rad8 22.Ad2 Bd7 
23.2c7 2b4 24.2fd1 c5 25.Hacl 2a3 26.2b1 £6 27.Ac4 2b4 28.a3 &c3= with an approximately 
equal but fighting position. 
B) 15.4d2 Despite Black winning in the game Ozturk, K (2294) — Koneru, H (2593) Ankara 2012, 
0-1 (43), in this position, I propose an improvement: 15...2fd8N 16.8fel Wxb5 17.cxb5 Ad5 
18.Ad3 Ab4 19.2f1 
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Position after: 19. &f1 


19...£ac8 [But not the tempting 19...@\c2?! when White has the blow 20.2xe6 fxe6 21.2d1 Edc8 
22.4\f3+ In the resulting position, White has more than enough compensation for the exchange, and 
Black should switch to defense.] From the main move, the following continuation is possible: 20.a3 
Axd3 21.2xd3 g5 22.2e5 b62 


14...axb6 
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Position after: 14...axb6 
15.4d2 


15.4a3?! 2xa3 16.bxa3 2f5 17.2fdl Bfd8 


A) 18.d2 has been seen in practive, and after 18...Ae4 19.2xe4 &xe4 20.he1 2f5 21.ked1 £6 
22.4\f3 d3 23.Hh4 Black went on to victory inLemos, D (2550) — Fusco, L (2379) Buenos Aires 
2011, 0-1 (28). Here, after 23...2e4 24.f3 &c6—+ White has a weak pawn structure, namely doubled 
pawns along the a-file, while the c4- and f3-pawns are also threatened by an unpleasant ...g7-g5. 


B) 18.Sacl Ae4 
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Position after: 18...0e4 


19.24 @c3 20.Bel 2e6 21.2d2 £6 22.4f3 A long draw ensued in the encounter Vidit, S (2625) — 
Abasov, N (2509) Al Ain 2014, %4-% (76). After 22...2xc4 23.2xc3 dxc3 24.8xc3 2xa2¥ Black has 
an extra pawn, albeit a doubled one. 


15...0h5! 


SG Oe 


Position after: 15... Ah5! 


It is necessary to destroy the f4-bishop, gaining the important bishop pair advantage, while ...g7-g5 is 
also threatened. 


16. fel 


Another possible continuation is 16.@\b3!? Axf4 17.gxf4 2d8 
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Position after: 17...2&d8 


A) 18.Axa5?! Bxa5 19.2d5 &f8 


A1) 20.a4 With this move White prevents the move ...b6-b5. 20...f6 21.Af3 d3 22.2¢2 Now I 
offer a stronger sequel than that seen in practice: 22...2¢4! 23.2fdl Haxd5! 
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Position after: 23...&axd5! 


This is a very powerful move, and Black can afford it, since his main strength lies once again in 
the two bishops and passed d3-pawn. 24.cxd5 2xd5 25.&g3 &h5 26.Bacl d2! 27.8c3 2b4 28.2b3 
2a5 29.2b5 Exb5 30.axb5 2b4 White has nothing better than to give the exchange back. 31.&xd2 
&xd2 32.axd2 2e8+ White has serious problems in this endgame. The black king follows the 
route f8-e7-d6-c5, and in this open position the bishop is clearly stronger than the knight. 


A2) 20.8fd1 bS! 21.2xf7 
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Position after: 21.2xf7 
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Strong here is 21...d3! 22.cxb5 d2! 23.a4 2f5 24.\c4 Ha7 25.b6 Ha6 26.2h5 2b4 27.283 2e6 
28.b3 &xc4 29.bxc4 Exb6t Objectively speaking, White should hold this ending. Nevertheless, it 
is obvious that Black has the initiative due to the far advanced d2-pawn. 


B) 18.2d5 &f8 19.Axd4 [Not 19.2xf7? 2h3 20.8fd1 Axb3 21.axb3 Exal 22.Bxal d3 23.2d5 d2 
24.Hd1 2b4+ while 19.Axf7? would be a gross mistake due to 19...&2xd5—+ and the knight on f7 
dies.] 19...Axc4! 20.@xc4 Exd5! 21.0xb6 &xd4 22.4)xa8 Exf4e With excellent compensation due 
to having two powerful bishops and an active rook, while the openness of the white king can also 
affect some lines. 


16...Axf4 
On 16...g5?! 17.0d3+ White gets a minimal advantage. 
17.gxf4 


Black has the two bishops, but this is a temporary achievement, as he has problems with the a5- 
knight, and White is somewhat ahead of Black in development, so things are not so simple. 


17...2b4 18.2ad1 2e6 19.a3 &xd2 20.28xd2 Bad8 21.b4 Axc4 22.Axc4 Bxc4 
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Position after: 22... 8xc4 
23.8 e4! 
The clearest way to equality. 


23.2xb7?! b5 24.2e5 2d6 25.£5 led to a draw in Bosiocic, M (2598) — Navara, D (2703) Budva 2019, 
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Y%-Y4 (44). Now it was worth expanding space for the king by 25...¢6! 26.2e4 [26.fxg6 hxg6 27.8c5 
He8—t] 26...&g7 27.fxg6 hxg6 28.2d3 Bfd8 29.2c5 Bd5F Thanks to the passed d-pawn Black’s 
position is preferable, although White has good chances of a draw with best defense. 


23...b5! 24.8exd4 Ha8 25.2d5 Bxa3 26.2xc4 bxe4 27.8xc4 Bao 28.2d7 Bb6= 


The game should end in a draw. 


Conclusion 

In this chapter we have considered the rare lines after 3.Af3. First we looked at 4.W/xd4 ?! and saw 
that after 4...4c6 White has to move his queen again, wasting time, with analysis showing that Black 
seizes the initiative. Then we examined the more basic 4.4xd4 e6. Here we considered different 
moves, but the main one was 5.g3, after which I recommend 5...d5. 


After this, rare and non-standard moves are analyzed, but the main variation continues: 6.2g2 e5! 
when all of the knight’s retreats are possible and are considered, but the most common one is 7.@f3!? 
d4 8.0-0 “c6. In the position that has arisen there are many different moves, and on the whole there is 
a large and extensive theory in this line — as our analysis shows, Black’s chances are quite good. 
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Chapter 5 
Various 6th moves 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.Af3 exd4 4.Axd4 e6 5.Ac3 Ac6 


RAB 
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Chapter Guide 


Chapter 5 — Various 6th moves 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.0f3 cxd4 4.Axd4 e6 5.Ac3 Ac6 
a) 6.Axc6 & 6.Ac2 

b) 6.e3 

c) 6.214 & 6.225 

d) 6.Adb5 d5 7.64 & 7.cxd5 

e) 6.DdbS d5 7.24 

f) 6.e4 2b4 Axc6 bxc6 8.-- 

g) 6.e4 2b4 ®xc6 bxc6 8.23 e5 9.0-0 0-0 10.-- &10.W%c2 
h) 6.e4 2b4 ®xc6 bxc6 8.2.3 e5 9.0-0 0-0 10.225 
i) 6.a3 &c5 7.-- 

j) 6.a3 &c5 7.¢3 

k) 6.3 &c5 7.Ab3 2b6 8.-- 

1) 6.23 &c5 7.0b3 2b6 8.c5 


( a) 6.Axc6 & 6.Ac2 
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1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.Af3!? exd4! 4.0xd4 e6! 5.0c3! 


This move is the most popular. White brings the knight out, but does not disclose further plans just 
yet. Judging by my database, this position first appeared in the game Johnston — Voigt, USA 1904. A 
little later such masters of their time as Bogoloyubov, Capablanca, Levenfish, Tarrasch, Reti, and 
Colle played this way. 
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Position after: 5.0c3! 
5...2c6! 


To my understanding, this is the most combative move. 


Also possible is 5...d5!? 6.cxd5 @xd5 7.2d2 Af6co However, the pawn structure is symmetrical and I 
would like to make the game more complex, in order to play for a win, so my choice fell on 5...Ac6! 
White has many possible continuations in this position. 


6.2\c2?! 


The reasoning behind of this move is that White prevents the bishop from going to b4. On the other 
hand, the knight on c2 is not so active and Black begins to outstrip White in development. In general, 
I feel that this move is not very logical and also somewhat passive. 


6.Axc6 dxc6 7.Wixd8+ &xd8 


A) 8.225 e5 9.e3 2e6 10.8e2 Now I like the natural 10...&@c7 11.0-0-0 Ad7 12.8h4 h5 13.h3 a6F 
because Black has more ideas in this position; on the queenside he owns the dark squares, and can 
play the thematic ...b7-bS. 


B) 8.2/4 
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Position after: 8. 24 


Black has no problems. 


After 8...Ad7 9.0-0-0 f6 10.e4 e5 11.8e3 &c7 12.82 b6 
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Position after: 6...d5 


7.cxd5 


358 


A) 7.e3 2.d6 8.cxd5 [White has also tried 8.2e2 0-0 9.0-0 dxc4 10.2xc4 a6 11.63? This move 
further aggravates White’s position. 11...&%c7 12.h3 Now Black has the natural 12...2d8 13.Wel 
Ab4! 14.4)xb4 2xb4 15.2b2 De4 16.8cl Ad2—+ and White loses the exchange. ] 8...exd5 


Position after: 8...exd5 
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9.8e2 [9.Axd5 Axd5 10.Wxd5 2e6 11.We4 0-0T 12.203 g6 13.Ad4 2b4+ 14.8e2 Axd4+ 15.Wxd4 
We7 16.a3 &c5 17.We4 Black stands much better after 17...2ad8 18.H%d1 2b6 19.2d2 Wg5 20.23 
Hfe8 21.2f1 2g4—+] 9...0-0 10.0-0 Be8 11.213 2f5 12.Ad4 


Position after: 12.ad4 
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This position was reached in Stegariu, V (2244) — Korobov, A (2668) Abu Dhabi 2017, 0-1 (47) 
Now Black should consider 12...Axd4 13.exd4 [13.Wxd4 2e5 14.4%/d1 Wc7 15.h3 Bad8 16.2.d2 
4\e4t with initiative to Black.] 13...h6 14.8e3 Wd7 15.2e1 &e4F Black has the more active pieces: 
he has a strong bishop in the center of the board, while the bishop on e3 is passive. 


B) 7.225?! Dubious, since it allows Black to capture space in the center. After 7...d4 8.Ae4 it was 
worthwhile opening the way for the c8-bishop with... 8...e5 9.a3 2e7 10.Axf6+ 2xf6 11.2xf6 Wxf6 
12.g3 2e6 13.b3 a5 14.2g2 Bd8+ when Black has better-positioned pieces and strong pawns in the 
center of the board. 
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Position after: 7...exd5 
8.2e3!? 


A) 8.2.95? d4! 9.He4 2f5 10.Axf6+ gxf6 11.2d2 Despite the fact that White has managed to spoil 
the pawn structure on the kingside, Black has a big advantage due to better development. 11...2¢5 
12.64 2b6 13.€3 d3 14.463 296 15.Aa3 We7 16.W4 Rd8 17.Bcl 0-0 18.h4 h5 19.2d1 &c7—-+ 
White’s king is stuck in the center, and also has problems with kingside development. 


B) White has no time for 8.g3? as Black can play boldly with 8...d44N 9.Ab1 Wd5 10.2g1 2c5 
11.222 WhS 12.h3 0-0 13.94 Wh4 14.82 
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Position after: 14.4d2 


A cool position and here Black has the strong 14...d3! 15.exd3 Be8+ 16.&f1 2e6 17.Ac3 Bad8—+ 
with a decisive advantage. The white king is not castled and the queenside is undeveloped. 


8...2d6N 
Or 8...h5N 9.93 h4 10.822 &e600 with a complex game 
9.93 


The greedy 9.4)\xd5?! is dubious, e.g. 9...Axd5 10.Wxd5 2e6 11.4%d2 We7t 
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Position after: 11...Wic7t 


Black has an unpleasant initiative. Play might continue 12.g3 Hd8 13.2g2 [Not 13.%/cl? when White 
wastes too much time. 13...Ab4 14.8a3 Wa5 15.2d2 Wd5 16.8¢1 Axa2 17.Wic2 0-0 18.292 We5—+ 
Black has active pieces, while White’s position lacks harmony.] 13...2b4 14.Axb4 Exd2 15.2xd2 
Ad4 16.8cl We5+ White has some compensation for the queen, but not enough for equality. 


9...2e5 10.292 0-0 11.Axd5 Axd5 12.Wxd5 Sxb2 13.2d1 2g4 14.Wc5 We8 15.2b1 2f6 
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Position after: 15...2f6 
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16.0-0 


16.h3 2e6 17.a4 Bd8 18.¢4 a5 19.0-0 Wxc5 20.2xc5 Bac8 21.2b4 Bxc2 22.2xa5 b6 23.2b4 Ha2 
24.a5 bxa5 25.2c5 a4—+ Black has a decisive advantage due to the strong passed a4-pawn. 


16...2xe2= 

The position is approximately equal. 
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1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.A0f3!? exd4! 4.0xd4 e6! 5.Ac3! Ac6! 6.e3 


This is an unpretentious continuation, although such grandmasters as Andreikin, Aleksandrov, 
Nakamura, and Malakhov have played this way. Nevertheless, White voluntarily locks up his own 
dark-squared bishop. 


6...2b4! 
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Position after: 6...2,b4! 


We are now moving into the realms of the NimzoIndian defense. With the last move, Black creates a 
positional threat of doubling White’s pawns by playing ...&xc3. 


7.202 


The most popular move: White develops a piece and defends against the doubling of his pawns. 
There were alternatives; 
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A) 7.%c2 The normal reaction is 7...d5! 8.@)xc6 The most logical continuation. [Instead 8.cxd5?! 
4xd4 9.exd4 and here it is strong to sacrifice a pawn: 9...0-0!N 10.dxe6 &xe6 11.2e3 2d5+ White 
lags far behind in development.] 8...bxc6 9.cxd5 exd5 10.2d3 0-0 11.0-0 2d6 12.b3 He8 
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Position after: 12...&e8 


13.2b2 [I also considered what would happen if White plays 13.h3!? We7 14.0e2 We5 15.0f4 
Wxal 16.2b2 Wxa2 17.Bal Wxb2 18.Wxb2 2e5 19.Wa3 2xal 20.W4xal a5co A position has arisen in 
which the two black rooks are no worse than a lone queen.] 13...2xh2+! 14.&xh2 Ag4+ 15.893 
We5 16.4 Whs 17.Ad1 Wh2+ After 18.2f3 Wh5 19.2¢3 Wh2+ 20.2f3 Wh5= there is a draw by 
repetition. 


B) 7.Adb5?! a6 8.Ad6+ Be7 9.Axc8+ Bxc8 10.2d2 &xc3! 
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Position after: 10...2xc3! 


I usually try to preserve bishops, but there are exceptions to any rule. 11.2xc3 We4 This was the 
idea of exchanging bishop for knight; Black now has control over the e4-square and an advantage in 
development. 12.8c1 [12.W%c2 ®xc3 13.Wxc3 Wa5 14.Wxa5 ®xa5 15.b3 led to a Black win in Nolte, 
R (2445) — Oleksienko, M (2551) Chennai 2012, 0-1 (54) but here I love the return of the knight. 
15...0c6 16.2e2 Bhd8 17.0-0 a5 18.a3 d5¥ Black is slightly ahead in development.] 12...%b6 
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Position after: 12...¥8b6 
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13.2xg7 Bhe8 14.2c3 Axc3 15.bxc3 We5 16.g3 Ae5z Black has a great position and White’s pawn 
structure on the queenside is weakened. 


C) 7.e2 Several grandmasters have chosen this move. 7...Ae4! 
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Position after: 7...e4! 


8.2d2! The most accurate move I believe, as White needs to exchange his bad bishop. [8.%c2 Axc3 
9.bxc3 and here the most accurate is 9...2c5!7N 10.0-0 0-0 11.8d1 We7¥ In view of the doubled 
pawns on the c-file, Black is somewhat better.] 8...2xc3 9.2xc3 “xc3 10.bxc3 Despite the fact that 
White has doubled pawns on the c-file, Black also has disadvantages — a backward d-pawn and a 
passive light-squared bishop. 10...b6N 
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Position after: 10...b6N 


11.Axc6 [11.Ab5 0-0 12.Ad6 Ha5 13.2f3 Bb8 14.0-0 Wc7 15.Wd4 2a6F with pressure on the c4- 
pawn] 11...dxc6 12.Ma4 0-0 13.W%/xc6 £b8 14.0-0 2b7 15.%/b5 Wd2= Black wins back the pawn and 


solves all his problems. 


7...0-0 


Position after: 7...0-0 
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8.2e2 


8.%c2?! White determines the position of the queen too early. 8...2xd4! 9.exd4 d5 


A) 10.c5 Black is ready to break the pawn chain with the standard 10...b6! 11.c6 Wd6 12.Wa4 In 
fact, White lost the tempo by playing his 8th move 4c2 [Or 12.a3 2xc3 13.W%/xc3 We4 14.Wb4 
Wxc6F with a healthy extra pawn] 12...e5+ White is far behind in development and faces serious 
problems. 


B) 10.a3 2xc3 11.2xc3 b6 12.2d3 
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Position after: 12.2d3 


Now the simple 12...dxc4! gives Black comfortable play: 13.2xc4 2b7 14.0-0 Ad5F with a 
comfortable position for Black; White’s bishops are limited and the d4-pawn is isolated and weak. 


8...d5 


A critical position has arisen. 
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Position after: 8...d5 


8...Axd4?! This may appear good, but after 9.exd4 d5 10.c5 b6 11.c6 Wc7 12.Wa4t White has an 
advantage, as the c6-pawn is a dangerous passed pawn. 


9.cxd5 


A) 9.Axc6 bxc6 10.0-0 2d6 11.%c2 Kantarji, P (2363) — Nabaty, T (2529) Haifa 2010, 11...2b7 
12.8fd1 &c8 13.2acl We7 14.2e1 Hfd8oo Black will play ...c6-c5 expanding the activity of the light- 
squared bishop. 


B) 9.a3 Axd4 10.exd4 [On 10.axb4 Axe2 11.W/xe2 dxc4o Black plays ...e6-e5, opening the c8- 
bishop when his position is not worse.] 10...2xc3 11.bxc3 dxc4 12.2xc4 
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Position after: 12.2xc4 


After 12...b6 13.0-0 2b7 14.13 Wc7 15.2d3 2d5F I like Black’s position more due to the better pawn 
structure. 


9...axd4 10.exd4 @xd5 11.0xd5! 


It is better for White to exchange several minor pieces, thus reducing the pressure on the d4-pawn in 
the future. 


11...2xd2+ 12.Wxd2 Wxd5 13.2f3 Wb5 
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Position after: 13...W84b5 
14.a4 


A) 14.%e2!? Wb6 15.0-0 2d7 16.ad1?? [White could play 16.8fd1!? &c6 17.d5 2xd5 18.2xd5 
exd5 19.&xd5 Hfe8= with an equal position.] 16...2b5—+ White loses the exchange without any 
compensation. 


B) 14.2e2?! Wb6 15.0-0 2d7 16.2fd1 2c6 17.2f1 Bfd8+ The d4-pawn is isolated and weak, so 
White suffers and dreams of a draw. 


14...Wa6 15.b4 2d8 16.b5 Wd6 17.0-0 2b8 18.8acl b6 19.2c6 Wxd4 20.Wxd4 Bxd4 21.8c7 a5 
22.8fcl 2d7= 


In view of the active pieces, White has sufficient compensation for equality. 


( c) 6.214 & 6.2g5 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.Af3!? exd4! 4.0xd4 e6! 5.Ac3! Dc6! 
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Position after: 5...c6! 
6.241? 


6.2g5!? This has been played at the highest level. 6...h6! I like this move, Black wants to 
immediately determine the position of the bishop on g5. 


Position after: 6...h6! 


A) 7.2xf6 “xf6 Not dangerous here is 8.Adb5?! We5! 9.e3 a6 10.4d4 when Black can play 
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10...Axd4. After 11.W4xd4 Wxd4 12.exd4 b6 13.2e2 Eb8 14.0-0 26 15.2fd1 d6 16.hab1 297F In 
view of the bishop pair advantage, Black retains better practical chances. 


B) 7.2h4 Y/b6 
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Position after: 7...¥8b6 


B1) Another answer that I have met in practice is 8.Ab3 d5! 9.e3 [9.2xf6 dxc4 10.Ad2 gxf6 
11.Axc4 Wc7o Black is no worse. The position is difficult and combative, but Black can boldly 
face the future] 9...dxc4 10.2xc4 2e7 11.0-0 0-0 12.We2 Ae5 13.2fd1 2d7 14.h3 Now 14...8fd8 
15.2b5 &xb5 16.Axb5 4g6 17.2xf6 2xf6F The position is open and therefore the bishop is 
somewhat stronger than the knight. 


B2) 8.2xf6 gxf6 9.Ab3 £5 10.e3 We7 11.2e2 b6 12.0-0 2b7 13.0b5 Wb8 14.8cl a6 15.0504 
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Position after: 15.5d4 


15...Ne5 16.c5 Wic7 17.cxb6 “xb60o According to human understanding of chess, Black’s position 
looks worthy - he has the two bishops and an open g-file for attack. Nevertheless, the computer 


still says that the position is level, but in practical play I would choose Black’s side. 


a “a "il 
Sarees a Sa 


= “a roe 


oo m® ~ i = 82 on. = 


a ee 


Position after: 6...d5 
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7.e3 


A) 7.€db5 e5 8.cxd5 exf4 9.dxc6 bxc6 (See the subchapter about 6.2)db5). 
B) 7.cxd5 @xd5 
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Position after: 7... xd5 


B1) 8.Axd5 exd5 9.Axc6 bxc6 10.g3 2b4+ 11.2d2 Was 12.2xb4 Wxb4+ 13.Wd2 Wxd2+ 14.cxd2 
The game might continue 14...2e6 15.892 Ye7 16.Zhcl &d6 17.e4 a5 18.22 Hab 19.Racl Hb8F 
when Black has pressure on the queenside and a potentially dangerous passed d-pawn. 


B2) 8.Axc6 bxc6 9.2d2 2b4 
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Position after: 9...8,b4 


B2.1) 10.8cl Bb8 11.%c2 Wa5 12.e3 What could be a more natural improvement over existing 
theory than just castling? 12...0-0!N 13.2d3 2a6! A key move, after which an interesting 
dynamic is obtained. 


Vd, 


Position after: 13...2a6! 


14.2xh7+?! [14.0-0 The best. Other moves are even worse. 14...2xd3 15.W/xd3 2xc3 16.2xc3 
4)xc3 17.bxc3 Wxa2 18.hal Wd5 19.Wa6 Xa8F Black has an extra pawn, besides which the c3- 
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pawn is potentially weak, so Black still retains a minimal advantage.] 14...2h8 15.2d3 2xc3 
16.bxc3 2xd3 17.Wixd3 Rfd8! 18.W%c2 [18.0-0 Af4 19.Wc4 Axg? 20.coxg2 Weg5+ 21.ehl] Bxd2Ft 
For Black, an active rook on the 7th rank poses a threat to the pawns, and it is also worth noting 
the unreliable position of the white king.] 18...%a3 19.8b1 Bxb1+ 20.Wxb1 Axc3 21.4%/b3 Wxb3 
22.axb3 “e4+ White faces an unpleasant endgame. 


B2.2) 10.Axd5 The legendary Viktor Lvovich Korchnoi tried this move, but it only improves 
Black’s pawn structure. 10...2xd2+ 11.W4xd2 cxd5 
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Position after: 11...cxd5 


12.e3 0-0 13.2d3 “Viktor the Terrible” went on to win in Korchnoi, V (2645) — Timman, J 
(2655) Hilversum 1982, 1-0 (50) but Black would have had no problems after 13...a5!N In any 
case, this is a useful move. The a-pawn can be used as a battering ram, advancing further, and 
Black can also consider the exchange of light-squared bishops. 14.0-0 %d6!? With this move we 
want to create a more complex position to try to play for a win. [Naturally 14...2a6!? isn’t a 
mistake: 15.2xa6 Bxa6= with equal play.] 15.2fd1 h6 16.b3 2d7= The position is approximately 
equal, but there is still some play left, and Black plans to push ...a5-a4 at a convenient moment, 
developing an initiative on the queenside. 


B2.3) 10.&%c2 This move, judging by my database, has been used twenty times. It was played by 
such grandmasters as Ragger, Predovic, Ghaem Maghami, and Grigoriants, but nobody has yet 
played 10...Axc3N when, after 11.a3! puzzling complications begin. [11.2xc3?! Wa5 12.2xb4 
Wxb4+ 13.%c3 Wxc3+ 14.bxc3 &e7F Black is slightly better due to better development and a 
more active king, which can, for example, move to c5.] 11...Axe2! 12.2xb4 @d4 13.Wic3 Wd5 
14.0-0-0 c5! 15.2c4 cxb4 
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Position after: 15...cxb4 


16.Wxb4 Wxg2! 17.2b5+! [17.2hg1? Wb7! 18.8xd4 Wxb4 19.axb4 964 Black has excellent 
chances to convert the extra pawn.] 17...Axb5 18.W4xb5+ &f8 19.Wc5+ Be8 20.M%b5+ Lf8= with 
perpetual check. 
C) 7.a3!? The idea behind this move is to protect the b4-square, to which the bishop can move. 
According to my database, only 10 games have been played with this move, the first time seeing 
Mihai Suba ussing it against Thomas Ernst in 1992. 7...2e7 8.e3 0-0 
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Position after: 8...0-0 
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C1) 9.2e2!? @xd4 10.Wxd4 dxc4 


C1.1) 11.8d1?! Yxd4 12.8xd4 was seen in Wojtaszek, R (2725) — Donchenko, A (2644) Moscow 
2019, 1-0 (31) but in this position Black had 12...0d5 13.Axd5 exd5 14.2xd5 Se6 15.2d2 2f6F 
Black has a pawn majority on the queenside, and White sometimes has to reckon with c4-c3. 


C1.2) 11.¥x04 2d7 12.0-0 &c6 13.2fd1 6 14.293 
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Position after: 14.2¢3 


Now 14...Ad5 15.2f3 Axc3 16.Wixc3 2f6 17.8e5 &xf3 18.gxf3 Hac8 19.2d4 Wb5 20.Wb4 We5+ 
21.%f1 b6? White has a damaged pawn structure on the kingside, which gives Black slightly 


better chances. 


C2) 9.cxd5 Axd5 
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Position after: 9... xd5 


10.Axd5 Wxd5 11.Axc6 Yxc6 12.8c1 [White has no compensation after 12.2e2? Wxg2 13.213 
when Black can play 13...%h3 14.2¢4 Wh4—+ with a healthy extra pawn.] 12...We4 13.Wc2 Wxc2 
14.&xc2 2f6= The position is level. 


7...8D4! 


Similar to the NimzoIndian Defense, Black creates threats along the a5-el diagonal. 
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Position after: 7...2,b4! 
8.2xc6 


A) 8.2e2!? White simply develops the bishop and this continuation is the second most popular. 
8...dxc4 9.Axc6 Wxd1+ 10.&xd1 bxc6 11.2xc4 [11.2e5!? Ad7 12.2d6 Strong here is 12...a5!N 
13.2xc4 Ab6 14.2b3 &xd6 15.2xd6 a4 16.2d1 2d7 17.2d2 e7 18.0-0 Ac4 19.Bc2 Hhb8 20.Axa4 
Xxa4 21.b3 Ba3 22.&xc4 Hxa2= with a balanced position.] 11...ad5! 
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Position after: 11...0d5! 


A1) 12.0-0!? Axf4 13.exf4 Be7 14.Ae4 Ba5 15.2d3 Bd8 16.Rfd1 Bxd3 17.2xd3 Bc7= %-% (51) 
Yu, Y (2784) — Vidit, S (2664) Hengshui 2019 The position has not gone beyond the limits of 
equality. Black has two bishops, but his pawn structure on the queenside is scattered. 


A2) 12.293 Axc3 13.bxc3 &xc3+ 14.%e2 
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Position after: 14.%e2 
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It is now useful to expand the space on the kingside: 14...h5N 15.8d3 2a5 16.h4 0-0 17.2hd1 2b6 
18.24 c5 19.2d6 Bd8 20.2b3 Bd7 21.2b5 Hd8 22.8xc5 Exdl 23.hxd1 &xc5 24.206 2d7 
25.2xd7= The position is absolutely equal, a factor enhanced by the opposite-colored bishops, 
which increases the drawing tendencies. 


B) 8.4\db5?! This is not dangerous; Black obtains comfortable play after 8...e5! 


Position after: 8...e5! 


8 | 7/2 tha 7 


Ma Jaks 


AVA Fs. 5555, tt tse, ee nets 


eeeeed 


Seccele, 


4 , G 
Sericcs, ue SSIESS) FF aastse 
4 of, 4 4 of 


SETTTES 


STITT Se, en ere 


eex) 


382 


B1) 9.225 a6 10.2xf6 gxf6 11.cxd5 axb5 12.2xb5 Wa5 13.a4 A simple approach leads to Black’s 
advantage: 13...0-0 14.dxc6 &xc3+ 15.bxc3 bxc6 16.2e2 Wxc3+ 17.&f1 2e6F Despite the fact that 
material is equal, Black’s position is clearly better due to the unfortunate position of the white king 
and the more active black pieces. 


B2) 9.cxd5 exf4 10.dxc6 bxc6 11.%xd8+ &xd8 12.0-0-0+ 
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Position after: 12.0-0-0+ 


12...2d7 13.Ad6 We7 14.Ade4 Axe4 15.Axe4 fxe3 16.fxe3 Ehd8F The position is open, and the 
fact that Black has two bishops gives him better chances in further play. 


C) 8.&c1 Connecting the rook to the game and preventing Black from spoiling the white pawn 
structure. 8...0-0 
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Position after: 8...0-0 


C1) 9.2e2!? Here i I like 9...2d7N 10.0-0 dxc4 11.2xc4 Axd4 12.Wxd4 2c6 13.8fd1 Wxd4 
14.&xd4 &fd8 15.8xd8+ &xd8= An equal position has arisen. 


C2) 9.4xc6 bxc6 10.23 


Position after: 10.2d3 


10...2a6N 11.a3 2e7 12.cxd5 2xd3 13.%xd3 cxd5 14.0-0 &b6= Black’s position is no worse, as 
he has pressure along the b-file and harmoniously-placed pieces. 
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8...bxc6 9.W4a4 &xc3+ 10.bxc3 0-0 


here is a curious moment: where to develop the light-squared bishop? There are important subtleties 
in this. 
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Position after: 10...0-0 
11.2¢2!? 


As played in Gelfand, B (2721) — Vachier Lagrave, M (2796) Caleta 2017, 2-4 (30) but at this point 
I prefer the dynamic 11.2d3 After this move White controls the e4-square. 11...dxc4 [If 11...a5 12.c5! 
t and White has some initiative.] 12.2xc4 Ad5 13.0-0 Axf4 14.exf4 Wc7 15.8e2 c5 16.23 &2b7= 


11...a5!N 
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Position after: 11...a5!N 
12.cxd5 


12.%xc6?! 2a6! 13.cxd5 2xe2 14.2xe2 Axd5t White’s extra pawn does not play a big role; Black 
has easy and understandable play. 


12...Axd5 13.8cl1 Axf4 14.exf4 We7= with a level position 


( d) 6.Adb5 d5 7.4 & 7.cxd5 


a 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.Af3!? exd4! 4.0xd4 e6! 5.Ac3! Dc6! 6.Adb5!? 
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Position after: 6.Adb5!? 


An aggressive continuation: the white knight seeks to get to d6 or, if necessary, White can play &cl- 
f4 aiming at the vulnerable c7-square. At a high level, Capablanca played this against Santasiere New 
York in 1922 in a simultaneous session, and a year later Nimzowitsch played this way against 
Tarrasch, at Carlsbad in 1923. 


6...d5! 


A logical move. While White leads his knight to the edge of the board, Black plays in the center 
without fearing ghosts. 


7.cxd5!? 


7.e4!? d4 8.e5 Axe5! 9.8f4 Now the correct move is 9...Ag6!N 10.807 [On 10.Ac7+? &e7 11.223 
dxc3 12.bxc3 Bb8 13.Aa6 Wxd1+ 14.8xd1 bxa6 15.8xb8 &e8—+ the two minor pieces are stronger 
than a rook.] 10...4%d7 11.Wixd4 Wxd4 12.Axd4 2d7 13.0-0-0 &c8 
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Position after: 13...&c8 


14.293 [14.0db5 2xb5 15.A0xb5 De4! 16.293 &c5F White’s light-squared bishop is limited in scope, 
whereas Black can gradually improve his position.] 14...Ah5 15.b3 Axg3 16.hxg3 2c5F In a practical 
game, the advantage of the bishop pair may be felt in the distant future. 


7...@\xd5! 


Position after: 7...xd5! 
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8.Axd5 


8.e4?! Only Black will benefit from the transition to the endgame. 8...Axc3 9.Wxd8+ &xd8 
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Position after: 9...&xd8 


A) 10.bxc3 &c5 11.2f4 [Or 11.8e2 a6 12.Aa3 We7 13.Ac2 Bd8 14.24 Ae5F The better pawn 
structure promises Black somewhat easier play.] 11...@e7 12.2d1 f6 13.Ad6 Bd8 14.Axc8+ Zaxc8 
15.8xd8 Axd8 16.2d2 Af7 17.£3 2d6F The advantage of White’s two bishops does not play a 
significant role. 


B) 10.Axc3 &c5 
B1) 11.2¢5+ f6 12.0-0-0+ @e7 13.2h4 h5 14.f3 2d7 15.&b1 
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a5 


Position after: 15.&b1 
Now, after 15...g5 16.2e1 h4 17.2e2 a6 Black has more space and owns the d4-square, so White 
should think about equalising. 


B2) 11.2d2 e7 12.8cl1 Bd8 13.f4 Here Black should play 13...2f8 14.h4 b6 15.Aa4 2b4 
16.8xb4+ Axb4 17.Ac3 e5 18.fxe5 Ac6 19.Lf2 Axe5F White’s e4-pawn has no pawn support and 
Black can use the weakened g4-square, so his chances are slightly higher. 


B3) 11.2f4 &e7 12.Bcl 2d7 13.2d3 Bac8 14.0-0 2d4 15.8fd1 a6 16.2f1 Bhd8F Due to control 
over the d4-square, Black’s position is a little better. 


8...exd5 
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Position after: 8...exd5 


9.Wixd5 


A) 9.e3 White has no good reason to close the path for his dark-squared bishop. 9...a6 10.Ad4 
[10.Ac3 Be6 11.2e2 After 11...8c5 12.213 d4 13.exd4 2xd4 14.0-0 0-0 15.2f4 2c4 16.8e1 Wb6t 


Black has more active pieces and controls the central d4-square.] 10...2d6 11.2e2 0-0 12.0-0 Wf6 
13.23 2d8 14.b3 @xd4 15.exd4 2f5 16.2e3 
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Position after: 16. 8.e3 
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Now 16...h6 17.2cl &d7 18.¢3 Be8 19.2g4 Hde7F The difference in the activity of the dark-squared 
bishops is clearly in Black’s favor, so Black still has a slight advantage. 
B) 9.4d4?! This move is actually completely optional. Black can play 9...2d6N 10.@xc6 [10.e3 0-0 
11.2e2 Wg5 12.2f3 Axd4 13.Wxd4 Be5 14.Wxd5 Be6 15.Yxb7 Bab8 16.We4 2xb2 17.2xb2 Wa5+! 
18.%f1 &xb2F In view of the unfortunate white king, Black clearly has a better position.] 10...bxc6 
11.g3 Wf6 
B1) White can prevent the check on b4 with 12.a3, however, with this move White starts to lag 
behind in development. 12...0-0 13.2g2 &e5 14.2a2 2e6 15.0-0 a5+ The rook on a2 is in an 
unfortunate position, and the b2-pawn is also the object of attack. 


B2) 12.2g2 2b4+ 13.2d2 Wxb2+ White is forced to seek compensation for the lost pawn. 


9...2b4+ 10.2d2 2e6 11.W%xd8+ Bxd8 


x. , 
Ay [Ak 

“GaGal 

. Va, 


— 


—— 


Position after: 11...2&xd8 


12.Ac3 


12.2c3!? has also been seen in practive. After 12...0-0 13.e3 a6 14.0a3 &xc3+ 15.bxc3 We5 16.Ac2 
Ad3+ 17.2xd3 Bxd3 18.Ad4 2d5 19.0-0 &c8 20.h3 &f8 21.a4 Rdxc3= Despite the fact that Black 
has a pawn majority on the queenside and a bishop in an open position, these factors do not give him 
any advantage. It is not easy for Black to create a passed pawn on the queenside, and the knight on d4 
occupies a strong position in the center, so the position is balanced. 


12...0-0 13.e3 
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A) 13.a3 Ad4 14.8cl Now Black has 14...2a5 
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Position after: 14... 2a5 


15.2e3 [15.e3?? Ab3 16.2d1 2d6 17.8cl Bfd8 18.8xd6 Bxd6—+ White loses his dark-squared 
bishop] 15...Ab3 16.2d1 Bc8 17.f3 b6 18.&f2 &xc3 19.bxc3 Exc3t The a3-pawn is weak, besides 
which, White has not completed kingside development and therefore will have a difficult defense. 
B) 13.0-0-0 Here Black plays 13...Ae5 14.h3 [14.e3 Ag4 15.e1 Bxd1+ 16.&xd1 &xc3 17.bxc3 
Hd8+ 18.%2c2 2xa2F Black is better developed and has active pieces.] 14...2c8 15.2bl Ac4 
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Position after: 15...@c4 


16.c4 [16.8e1 Aa3+ 17.cl AbSF Black wins back the pawn and gets more promising chances. ] 
16...0xd2+ 17.8xd2 &xc3 18.bxc3 Bxc3t Black has an initiative since his pieces are better 


developed, and he also has a pawn majority on the queenside, which in the future may give him a 
passed pawn. 


13...2d7 14.2e2 


14.0-0-0 &fd8 15.2b5 Now all Black’s problems can be solved by the tactical 15...&xa2! 16.Axa2 
2xd2+ 17.8c2 a5= with equality. 


14...8fd8 15.2c1 De5 16.0-0 
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Position after: 16.0-0 

The simplest solution here is: 

16...2xc3N 17.bxc3 2c4 18.2xc4 Axc4 19.e4 Bd3 20.214 Bxc3= 

A balanced position has emerged. 

(e)60dbS 057.2800 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.Af3!? exd4! 4.0xd4 e6! 5.Ac3! Ac6! 6.Adb5!? d5! 7.2f4 


Position after: 7.24 
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A fundamental continuation. White creates the threat of Ac7+. 


7...e5! 8.cxd5 


Forced, as other moves are clearly worse; 


A) 8.2257! a6 9.2\a3? [9.cxd5 axb5 10.dxc6 Wxd1+ 11.8xd1 bxc6 


Position after: 11...bxc6 
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12.a3 b4 13.axb4 &xb4F Black wants to castle next and will continue to threaten ...A\f6-e4.] To a 
great advantage leads 9...d4 10.Ad5 2e6 11.Axf6+ gxf6 12.2d2 2xa3 13.bxa3 &2xc4—+ when Black 
has a healthy extra pawn and a better pawn structure. 


B) 8.Axd5? @xd5 9.cxd5 exf4 10.dxc6 264+ 11.4c3 Very strong here is 11...%b6! 12.W%d2 0-0 
13.a3 Bd8 14.Wxf4 2xc3+ 15.bxc3 Wxc6+ White is far behind in development. 


8...exf4 9.dxc6 bxc6 10.%xd8+ “&xd8 
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Position after: 10...&xd8 
11.8d1+ 


A) 11.0-0-0+?! This is a dubious continuation because, firstly, White does not control the f2-square, 
which can be attacked by the knight after ...2f6-¢4, and secondly, after ...g7-g6 and ...2f8-h6, the 
white king comes under attack. 11...&@e7 12.Ad4 2d7 
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Position after: 12...2d7 


13.e4 [13.2d3 has been seen previously and after 13...Ag4 14.Ad1 g6 15.h3 Df6 16.e3 Bh6F 
Black’s two bishops and a lack of harmony in White’s position give Black clearly better play. | 
13...fxe3 14.Hel [14.fxe3 Ag4 15.8d2 26 16.h3 De5 17.2a6 Zh6T Black has easier play with the 


bishop pair — and an especially powerful dark-squared bishop.] 14...Ag4 
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Position after: 14...0g4 
15.f3?! [15.fxe3 g6F with ...2f8-h6 to follow gives Black pleasant play.] 15...Af2 16.2¢1 
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[16.8xe3+? &d8 17.Bg] Bc5 18.Ace2 He8 19.8c3 Rb8 20.24 Bb4 21.Axc6+ 2xc6 22.8xc6 Ad3+ 
23.%c2 &c5—+ White loses an exchange because ...2g1 and ...Ab4 are both threatened and White 
cannot defend against two threats at the same time.] 16...&2f6 17.Ac2 He8 18.3 
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Position after: 18.g¢3 


This position arose in Mirzoev, A (2483) — Ponkratov, P (2630) Teheran 2019, 0-1 (52) Now 
18...25! leads to a decisive advantage, e.g. 19.@)xe3 &c5 20.He4+ Axe4 21.0xf5 Ac3! 22.Bxe8 
Exe8 23.2h1 Axa2+ 24.2b1 Ab4—+ Mate is threatened along the first rank and the knight hangs. 
White cannot defend against these two threats at the same time, so his position falls apart. 


B) 11.4d4!? 2d7 12.g3 fxg3 13.hxg3 2b4 14.222 [14.8cl Rb8 15.222 c5 16.Ac6+ 2xc6 17.2xc6 
After something like 17...2e7 18.2h4 Ehc8 19.23 c4= the position is balanced.] 14...2xc3+ 
15.bxc3 &c7 
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Position after: 15...&c7 


B1) 16.4b3 I now recommend an improvement over existinig theory with 16...h5N Now 17.d1 
a5 18.28d4 a4 19.Ac5 &f500 offers a complex position in which Black’s chances are not worse. For 
example, it would be bad to now play 20.4)xa4?! Bhb8 21.0-0 2a5¥ when the knight is stuck on the 
edge of the board and the a2-pawn is weak. 


B2) 16.2b1 Zab8 17.0-0 
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Position after: 17.0-0 
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17...&xb1 18.4xb1 Be8 19.e3 &e54 The rook on the fifth rank can attack the a2- and c3-pawns, so 
White needs to start thinking about equalising. 


B3) 16.0-0-0 At this point, it is useful to play 16...2ae8 
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Position after: 16...2%ae8 


17.e3 [17.2d2 2b8 18.2b1 c5 19.Ab3 2f5 20.2bc1 c4 21.Ad4 &b2+T Due to the active rook on 
the 7th rank, Black has the initiative] 17...2e5 18.4h4 h5 19.&f4 a5t The position is close to 
equality, but in practical play Black has a small initiative. On occasion Black can organize a passed 
pawn after ...g7-g5, ...h5-h4, and also has an active rook on the fifth rank which might prove very 
useful in subsequent play. 


11...2d7 
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Position after: 11...8d7 
12.Ad6! 


An active continuation; White attacks the f7-pawn. 


There is positional risk after 12.4\d4?! when Black simply has the advantage of the two bishops. 
12...8c7 13.g3 Bb8 14.Ab3 [14.2d2 2b4 15.292 2xc3 16.bxc3 Bb1+ 17.2d1 Bxd1+ 18.2xd1 Now 
18...2d8 19.2f3 g5t and thanks to active pieces, Black retains the initiative.] 14...2b4 15.2g2 In this 
position Black should play 15...2xc3+! A beneficial transformation; Black gives up the bishop, but 
spoils the pawn structure. 16.bxc3 2e6 


401 


Woes oed -.. “ISERIES: "FLEES EA. aaa 


feeee 


Severe? 


faced 


STITT Ss ng fete 
WY 


Yi a 4 
d 


i 


xex 


Position after: 16...8.e6 


17.¢xf4 2xb3 18.axb3 Exb3 19.2al Ha8 20.2a6 Hb6 21.a2 a5F The passed a-pawn can cause a lot of 
problems. 


12...2c7 


12...2xd6!? has also been met in practice. After this move, as practice shows, Black is also doing 
fine, but the text move is more combative. 


13.Axf7 298 14.He5 Bb8 15.Axd7 Axd7 
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Position after: 15...xd7 

Black is down a pawn, but his pieces are active and he is ahead of White in development. 
16.g3 

16.28d2!? Wes 


A) 17.g3 Here Black has the natural and strong 17...Ac4! 18.8c2 Exb2 19.2xb2 Axb2 20.2d2 2b4 
21.8c2 &xc3 22.exc3 Ad1+ 23.Hc2 Axf2 24.Bel fxg3 25.8xg3 Ae4F with an extra pawn. 
Although the defensive resources are plentiful, it is still White who must seek salvation. 


B) 17.2c2 &b4 18.93 
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Position after: 18.g¢3 


Now 18...¢5 19.2¢2 [19.h4 fxg3 20.fxg3 h5 21.hxg5 Exg5 22.a3 2xc3+ 23.8xc3 Hxb27 Black’s 
pieces are more active, so White should be careful.] 19...2xc3+ 20.2xc3 &xb2 21.0-0 &xe2 
22.2fcl= White has sufficient piece activity to compensate for his pawn, so the position does not go 


beyond the equilibrium. 
16...2&xb2 17.2h3 Af6 18.0-0 2b4 19.8c1 2d8 20.2¢2 


20.gxf4 &xc3 21.8xc3 Ad5 22.8c4 Sxe2 23.8fcl Hd6 24.2a4 
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Position after: 24.2a4 


24...&b7 25.2b1+ Ab6 26.224 Ze7= Despite the fact that the c-pawn is a dangerous passer, the 
position is still balanced due to the active white pieces. 


20...2dd2 
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Position after: 20...&dd2 
21.gxf4 


White later tried 21.a3 &xc3 22.Bxc3 Hde2 23.8xc2 Exc2 24.Hel 95 25.9xf4 oxf4 26.e3 with a draw 
agreed in Westerberg, J (2488) — Greenfeld, A (2568) Gothenburg 2016, '4-'4 (26). Play might have 
continued 26...fxe3 27.2xe3 Bcl+ 28.2f1 &d6 29.&g2 c5 30.243 Ad5 31.2 h6 32.25 Hdl 33.8e4 
Rd4 34.3 eb 35.268 Bad 36.Re8+ Ae7t Still, White needs to show some caution, although 
objectively speaking the drawing limits have not been exceeded. 


21...2be2 22.0e4 Bxe2 23.0xf6 gxf6 24.8xc2 Bxc2 25.8e4 Bxa2 26.Rel c5= 
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Position after: 26...c5= 


This was Nakamura, H (2775) — Kramnik, V (2801) Moscow 2012. The position is equal and the 
game ended in a draw. 


Conclusion 

In this chapter, we examined 6.4@\db5 and other rare moves. Black usually reacts with a plan of 
playing in the center with ...d7-d5, or playing as in the Nimzowitsch Defense with ...2b4, threatening 
to ruin the pawn structure. For White, 6.e3 and 6.2f4 should be considered as minor moves, but they 
are quite possible. In the case of 6.e3, White voluntarily blocks in his dark-squared bishop, I 
recommend playing actively with 6...2b4 and then ...d7-d5, while in the case of 6.2f4 we play ... d7- 
d5 and then ...&2b4. In both variations Black plays to the same principle — fighting against the center. 
We considered the more basic continuation 6.4\db5 as the main move. White’s idea is to jump to d6 
or, after 2f4, create the threat of a fork on c7, which was first played by the great 


Cuban, Jose Raul Capablanca, way bacck in 1922. For this continuation, I recommend playing 6...d5! 
This pawn sacrifice is very principled. In the case of the tempting 7.cxd5 @d5 8.4)d5 exd5 9.Wixd5 
White has won a pawn, but thinbgs are not so simple after 9...22b4! Black quickly develops his pieces 
and gets enough compensation for equality. Instead, 7.24 is considered the main move, but after 
7...e5 our analysis shows Black has a quite comfortable position, and practice also proves that Black’s 
position is by no means worse. 
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Position after: 6.e4!? 


This position can arise from various move-orders. With the last move, White captures the center and 
controls the d5-square. The result is Maroczy’s pawn structure. This position was reached for the first 
time in Nimzowitsch — Perlis, 1905, and the move was also played by Tartakower, Capablanca, and 
Alekhine. Among modern chess players, I can single out such grandmasters as Carlsen, Nakamura, 
Karjakin, Artemiev, and Kramnik, and others. 


6...2b4! 


The most popular continuation. Black creates the threat of destroying the e4-pawn, but as in the 
Nimzo-Indian Defense, Black has a positional threat to spoil the pawn structure after ...2xc3. It is 
worth noting that Black may also think about hitting the center with ...d7-d5. 


A critical position has arisen and in practice various moves have been tried. 
7.2xc6! 


The most accurate move. It is better for White to immediately relieve the tension in the center and 
continue to pursue a course for the development of pieces. The other possibilities are clearly worse, 
though we must, of course, consider them... 


A) 7.£32! d5! 
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Al) 8.exd5 exd5 9.We2+ [9.225 0-0 10.2e2 Now Black is better after 10...%b6 11.2xf6 gxf6 
12.Axc6 bxc6 13.a3 &xc3+ 14.bxc3 Eb8 15.&f1 Be8—+] 9...2e7 10.2e3 0-0 11.0-0-0 Now Black 
has the simple and strong 11...&e8N 


Position after: 11...2e8N 
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12.Wd2 [12.Wf2 2c5! 13.cxd5 Axd5 14.4xc6 &xe3+ 15.Wxe3 bxc6 16.Wd4 2f5t The white king 
is in an unsafe position and black has a long-lasting initiative.] 12...0a5! 13.Wf2 dxc4! 14.Ae6 
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Wxdl+ 15.&xd1 2xe6? Black has excellent compensation for the queen: a rook, knight and pawn. 
In practical play, Black’s chances seems to be somewhat higher. For example, simple development 
is bad: 16.2e2?! b5! 17.Axb5 4d5! 
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seen 
h 


Position after: 17...0d5! 


Black has a serious initiative, with one illustrative continuation running: 18.2c5 Sab8 19.2xe7 
Exb5 20.243 Af4 21.¥cl Be5 22.2f1 Ad3+ 23.2xd3 cxd3 24.Hel Bc8+ 25.Ld1 &b3+!! 


Position after: 25...2b3+!! 


409 


A beautiful finishing blow! 26.axb3 @xb3—+ It’s surprising, and quite amusing, but White has no 
defense, so they lose. 


A2) 8.cxd5 exd5 
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Position after: 8...exd5 


A2.1) 9.Axc6 bxc6 10.Wa4 [10.exd5? Axd5 11.2d2 0-0 12.2e2 2c5—+ White’s king is stuck in 
the center, besides which the dark squares are weak in White’s camp, meaning their position as a 
whole is extremely bad.] 10...&%b6 11.2d2 0-0 12.0-0-0 2b8 13.Wc2 
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Position after: 13.¥c2 


Now 13...dxe4 14.fxe4 2e6 15.2e2 “g4—t Black has active pieces and the knight attacks the f2- 
and e3-squares. It is extremely difficult to endure such pressure, and even exchanges can not 
rehabilitate White’s position, e.g. 16.2x¢4 &xe4 17.Rdel Wa6 18.2b1 2e6 19.b3 Bc4! 20.23 
fd8—+ White’s position is completely lost. 


A2.2) 9.2b5 0-0! 10.Axc6 bxc6 11.2xc6 “xe4!! 
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Position after: 11...@xe4!! 


The key move, leading to an attack on the white king. 12.fxe4 Wh4+ 13.2d2 294 14.Wa4 Wh2+ 
15.2d3 dxe4+ 16.%8c4 2e6+ 17.&xb4 a5+ 18.%2a3 Wc5+ White resigned here in Besson, B 
(2142) — Geller, J (2448) Cappelle-la — Grande 2003, 0-1 (18) as it is checkmate in two moves. 


B) 7.Y/d3 This is not the best move because the queen can come under attack here. 7...0-0 8.2e2 
This simple developing move is the most natural, although other moves have been played. Here 
Black could play in a new way: 8...Axd4N 9.Wixd4 2xc3+! We need to spoil White’s pawn 
structure. 10.bxc3 e5! Another important move, required to recapture a little space and bring out the 
light-squared bishop. 11.¥/xe5 He8 12.Wd4 Bxe4 13.Wd1 We7 14.8e3 d5!> 


C) 7.0db5? ®xe4 8.94 Af6 
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Position after: 8... Af6 


9.Wxe7 He8 10.Wh6 Bg6 11.44 e5 12.Wh4 a6 13.%\a3 Here the strongest continuation is 13...d5! 
14.cxd5 Be4 15.4h6 Axd5—+ Good advice is hard to come by for White. 16.2d2 Axc3 17.2xc3 
He4+ 18.8e2 2xc3+ 19.bxc3 Wd3—+ and White is definitely losing material. 


7...DXC6 


Position after: 7...bxc6 
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8.e5?! 


A) 8.2.3 This is clearly the main move, analysed in the two next subchapters. 


B) 8.2d2 The idea of this move is to prevent damage to the pawn structure after ...2xc3. 8...e5! 
9.2d3 [9.Wc2 &c5 10.8e2 d6 11.h3 h6 12.4a4 2d4 13.8d1 We7 14.b4 0-0 15.2c3 c5F Black has a 
powerful bishop on d4, but if it is exchanged, Black will get a protected passed pawn.] 9...2c5 10.0- 
0 d6 
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Position after: 10...d6 


B1) 11.h3 0-0 12.&cl 2e6 13.He2 After 13...a5 14.3 a4F Black has freer play. Thanks to the a- 
pawn, there are possibilities on the queenside, while Black also has control over the d4-square, and 
the strong c5-bishop controls the important a7-g1 diagonal. 


B2) 11.43 h6 12.h3 In this position, Black can start a strong attack on the kingside with 12...g5N 
13.24 &g8 14.23 h5!> 


Although the text move 8.e5?! is active, it only improves Black’s position due to the following move: 


8...Ae4! 
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Position after: 8...e4! 
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A) 9.8%d4? a5! 10.2d2 Axd2 11.xd2 White hasd to take with the king so as not to lose the e5- 
pawn 11...2b8 12.%c2 d5! 13.exd6 Now 13...e5! leads to a huge advantage: 14.2el f6 15.f4 Sf5+ 


Position after: 15... 2f5+ 
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16.c1 [16.2d3 0-0 17.fxe5 2c5 18.44 Bxb2+! 19.exb2 &xd3 20.Wd2 Hb8+ 21.al 2d4 22.Bcl 
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Xb1+! 23.&xb1 2xc3+ 24.Wxc3 Wxc3+ 25.2b2 fxe5 26.d7 Wd4— The d-pawn is lost and with it the 
last hopes White had for salvation.] 16...0-0 17.fxe5 &2xc3 18.W%/xc3 Wxa2—+ Black’s attack is 
decisive. 


B) 9. g4!? Axc3 10.a3 2f8 11.bxc3 Wa5 12.We3 96 13.2f4 297 14.8cl led to a draw in Alburt, L 
(2515) — Sunye Neto, J (2415) Wijk aan Zee 1980, but it was quite possible to grab the pawn here: 
14...4xa3!N 15.We3 0-0 
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Position after: 15...0-0 


B1) 16.2e2 d6! 17.0-0 dxe5 18.2xe5 We7 19.2xg7 &xg7 20.23 a5 21.2xc6 2b7 22.2xb7 Wxb7F 
Despite the equal material ratio, Black’s position is preferable due to the fact that he has a strong 
passed a-pawn, while White’s problem is his double c-pawns. 


B2) 16.h4 It seems logical to launch an attack, but Black can reply 16...d6! 17.h5 [The idea is that 
if 17.exd6 then there follows 17...e5!+ and White cannot take on e5, because after the exchanges 
on e5, the cl-rook is lost. But if White cannot take on e5, the d6-pawn is lost.] 17...a5! 
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Position after: 17...a5! 


This move not only lays the groundwork to advance the passed pawn further, but it is also a good 
defensive move! 
B2.1) The idea of Black’s 17th move is well revealed in the variation 18.2h6 2xh6 19.Wixh6 Za7! 
+ Now 20.hxg6 won’t be dangerous in view of 20...fxg6 when it can be seen that the rook on a7 
participates perfectly in the defense of the kingside. White can try to continue the attack with 
21.2d3 but after 21...W4c5! 22.2x96 
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Position after: 22. 2xg6 
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The white attack chokes after 22...Wxe5+ 23.@f1 hxg6 24.Wxg6+ &g7—+ and Black has an 
absolutely winning position. 


B2.2) 18.hxg6 fxg6 19.2e2 d5+ Black is better. White’s attack is invisible, and the extra pawn 


may have an effect, besides which, the passed a-pawn is very dangerous. 


9...a\xd2 10.Wxd2 Wa5 11.f4 0-0 12.23 Bb8 13.2e2 2a6 14.8c1 Be7 
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Position after: 14... 8.e7 
15.82 


Worse is 15.%/xd7? &c5 16.W/d2 Bfd8 17.Wc2 Be3 18.Xd1 8xd1+ 19.2xd1 &xf4—+ when Black has a 
winning position: the e5-pawn is about to fall and he has the bishop pair. 


15...%c7 16.He4 c5 17.0-0 2b7 18.Ad6 2c6 19.23 2b6 20.2xc6 Wxc6F 


Black is somewhat better because of the pressure along the b-file, while the knight on d6 is a “paper 
tiger” - it looks formidable, but is useless. 


( g) 6.e4 2b4 Axc6 bxc6 8.2d3 e5 9.0-0 0-0 10.-- &10.%e2 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.A0f3!? exd4! 4.0xd4 e6! 5.Ac3! Ac6! 6.e4!? Bb4! 7.Axc6! bxc6 8.2.43 
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Position after: 8. 2d3 
8...e5! 


Black spends time to once again move this central pawn, but there are also pluses to this move: Black 
takes control of the f4- and d4-squares, opens the way for the light-squared bishop, and does not 
allow White to capture space by pushing e4-eS. 


9.0-0 


With this continuation we will consider different systems where White does not play 2e3. 
9.2e3!? d6 


A) It’s amazing how a strong Russian grandmaster got badly burned after 10.4c1?! The idea of the 
move is to prevent damage to the pawn structure, but after 10...0g4! 11.8d2? It was better for 
White to come to terms with the loss of the bishop, as now they fall out of the frying pan and into 
the fire. 11...2c5! 12.2f1 Axh2 13.2h1 ®eg4 14.8f1 0-0 15.We2 Sb8—+ Black has a healthy extra 
pawn and a positional advantage and went on to win in Savchenko, B (2562) — Grachev, B (2626) 
Moscow 2018, 0-1 (47). 


B) 10.0-0 2xc3 11.bxc3 0-0 12.c5 [For 12.h3 2e6 see 10.h3.] 12...d5 13.exd5 @xd5 14.2d2 


418 


Ss ie) Ga ss © 


Se IIIT IAI SS ee 


abcdefgh 


a8 
jal weno 


Position after: 14.2d2 


Here Black has some good continuations, and I can suggest the following 14...Qf4N [Or 14...W/£6!? 
N 15.f%c2 h6 16.2h7+ Lh8 17.8e4 &e4 18.2ael Rac8= with roughly equal play.] 15.2e4 224 
16.W4c2 h6 17.2xf4 exf4 18.2xc6 Bc8 19.We4 Wf6 20.2d5 Bxc5 21.c4 Wd6 22.8fel 2e6 23.2xe6 
Wxe6 24.Wxe6 fxe6 25.hxe6 2xc4= This endgame should be drawn. 


9...0-0 
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Position after: 9...0-0 
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10.8% c2!? 


A) For 10.2¢3 d6 see. 9.2e3 
B) 10.22 also leads to previously-encountered variations. 10...2c5 11.h3 d6 (See. 8.22). 
C) As does 10.h3!? &xc3 11.bxc3 d6 12.2e3 Be6 (See. 9.23). 


D) 10.%e2!? This move has been played by such chess mastodons as Carlsen, Karjakin, and 
Nepomniachtchi. 10...h6! It is useful to take control of the g5-square. 
D1) Ina game of two Russian grandmasters there was 11.%\a4 d5! 12.a3 2d6 13.b4 Oparin, G 
(2624) — Maletin, P (2586) Sochi 2018, 2-2 (53) Now 13...dxe4 would lead to a slight advantage 
for Black, e.g. 14.2xe4 Axe4 15.Wxe4 2e6 16.2b2 £5 17.Wixc6 Bc8 18.WB 2xc4 19.2fd1 We7F 
The two bishops and the opportunity to advance the f- and e-pawns gives Black some advantage. 


D2) 11.23 2xc3 12.bxc3 d6 
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Position after: 12...d6 


13.Sab1?! c5 14.2c2 We7 15.Wid3 2b7 16.f3 2c6 17.2fd1 Bfd8 18.2b2 Ae8 19.2b3 a5 20.2db1 
4\c7 21.2d1 Ae6F with a minimal advantage for Black. The black knight can jump to f4, while 
White has no dangerous counterplay. 


E) 10.f4 Aggressive, but this move weakens the kingside squares, and the e4-pawn may become 
isolated and weak in the future. 10...d6 


E1) 11.4a4 e8 12.a3 2a5 13.b4 2c7 14.Wc2 Here I can suggest a novelty: 14...exf4N 15.2xf4 
Ah5 16.2cl d5! 
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Position after: 16...d5! 
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17.cxd5 [In case of 17.exd5 there might follow 17...Wh4! 18.8xh7+ @h8 19.g3 Axg3! 20.hxg3 
2xg3 21.2b2 £6 22.2f5 2xf5 23.Bxf5 Ke3 24.We2 BRae8—> with a strong attack for Black.] 
17...cxd5 18.exd5 Wd6! 19.g3 2h3 20.8d1 @xg3! 21.ha2 Ae2+!—-+ 


E2) 11.f5 d5 


E2.1) 12.We2 &xc3 13.bxc3 dxe4 14.2xe4 


Position after: 14. 2xe4 
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Now I can suggest an improvement on previous games: 14...Axe4N 15.Wixe4 f6! 16.4%xc6 Yb6t! 
17.Yxb6 axb6 18.2c3 2a6 19.2xb6 &xc4 20.Hf2 Bfb8 21.2c5 Bc8 22.2b4 2b5 23.a3 BadF At 
first glance, it seems that White’s position 1s no worse: he has an extra pawn and passed pawns 
on a3 and c3. But everything is not as simple as it seems. Firstly, the a3- and c4-pawns are 
deprived of mobility, and secondly, White has a weak f5-pawn. Black’s plan may include: ...&c4, 
..h7-h5-h4, ...&@h7-h6-g5, so Black has some advantage. 


E2.2) 12.cxd5 2xc3 13.bxc3 cxd5 14.{%f3 The most natural continuation now is 14...Axe4! 
15.2xe4 dxe4 16.Wxe4 2a6 17.c4 £6 18.23 Wc7F White’s c4- and f5-pawns are weak, and the 
light squares in White’s camp are vulnerable, so there is a small advantage on Black’s side. 


10...2¢5! 


Exactly. Here the bishop takes up a strong position. 
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Position after: 10...8.c5! 


In one game, a strong grandmaster played 10...d6?! This move turned out to be inaccurate due to 
11.4a4! 2e6 12.a3 Ba5 13.b4 &c7 14.We2 We7 15.263 d5 16.exd5 cxd5 17.cxd5 Axd5 18.2c5+ 
White has achieved a clearly better position due to control over the c5-square and won a long game in 
Tsydypov, Z (2558) — Ponkratov, P (2628) Khanty — Mansiysk 2020, 1-0 (68). 


11.2b1 


A) 11.2¢5 h6 12.2h4 g5 13.293 d6 14.2\a4 2d4 ( See.11.4a4). 
B) 11.a3!? a5 12.2b1 (See 11.4b1). 
C) 11.4a4?! What the knight plans to do on the edge of the board is completely incomprehensible. 
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11...2d4 12.225 h6 13.2h4 g5! 14.23 d6 
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Position after: 14...d6 


15.c5 [Or 15.@h1 AhS 16.2ad1 Bb8 17.b3 Me7 18.h3 Af4F Black is clearly better] 15...h5! 16.W4d2 
7 17.h3 Axc5 18.Axc5 dxc5+# Black is better; although his extra pawn is doubled, the bishop on 
g3 is not in play. 

11...a5 12.a3 


12.4a4 2d4 13.c5 d5 14.295 and now 14...h6. 


at 
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Position after: 14...h6 


15.2h4? [15.2xf6 Yxf6 16.exd5 cxd5 17.0b6 Ha7 18.4)xd5 Wc6 19.3 Yxc5F In view of the two 
bishops, Black has some pressure.] 15...g5 16.23 dxe4—+ White cannot recapture the e4-pawn due 
to the exchange on e4 followed by ...f7-f5-f4. 


12...d6 13.b4 axb4 
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Position after: 13...axb4 
14.axb4 2d4 15.Ae2 2b6 16.h3 2e6c0 
With a complex but roughly equal game. 


(h) 6.e4 &b4 Axc6 bxc6 8.2.03 e5 9.0-0 0-0 10.885 ) 


1.d4 Df6 2.¢4 c5 3.20£3!? cxd4! 4.Axd4 e6! 5.Ac3! Ac6! 6.e4!? &b4! 7.Axc6! bxe6 8.203 e5! 9.0- 
0 0-0 10.2¢5 
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Position after: 10.225 

10...h6 11.2h4?! 

After this move, the dark-squared bishop can be permanently out of play when Black plays ...g7-g5. 


Nevertheless, this is a most popular move and has been played by such grandmasters as Nakamura, 
Christiansen, and Benjamin. 


11.2e3 &xc3 12.bxc3 
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Position after: 12.bxc3 


425 


12...d5 13.cxd5 cxd5 14.exd5 @xd5 15.2c5 He8 16.8b5 Now the simplest seems to be 16...£2d7! 
17.c4 &2xb5 18.cxb5 4d7 19.a4 a6 20.2b1 axb5 21.axb5 Bec8 22.2e3 Bab8 23.Hel Hxb5 24.Rxb5 
Wxb5 25.2xh6 &c4= the position is equal and the objective result is a draw. 


11...2c5! 


The bishop is well located here: it controls the a7-g1 diagonal and, on occasion, can move to d4. 
oi" a 
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Position after: 11...8.c5! 
12.2h1 


A) 12.M%c2 5 13.893 d6 14.4a4 2d4 (See.10.Wc2). 


B) 12.a3 a5 13.W/d2 d6 14.2h1 Se6 15.f4? [15.f3!? Axe4! 16.2xe4 Wxh4 17.2xc6 Zab8F The 
bishop pair and control over d4 give Black slightly better chances.] 15...exf4 16.&xf4 g5 17.4afl 
Black went on to win in Christiansen, L (2595) — Ribli, Z (2595) Germany 1992, 0-1 (44). The 
strongest continuation is 17...Ag4! 18.8xg¢4 2xg4 19.823 2d4—+ when Black’s position is 
technically winning. 


C) 12.We2 dé 13.2h1 g5 14.23 now Black can play 14...a5 15.f3 Ah5t with ...Ah5-f4 to follow 
and an initiative. 


12...¢5! 
Effectively removing the dark-squared bishop from the game. 


13.293 d6 
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Position after: 13...d6 


14.2b1 
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Planning to carry out b2-b4. 


Among other moves, 14.f3 has been seen and logical here is 14...0h5! 15.8f2 Af4 16.2b1 a5 17.2c2 
Wo7¥ with the further ...A\f4-e6. Black has control over the d4-square, so is slightly better. 


14...2b8 15.a3 a5 16.%a4 Wb6 17.b4 axb4 18.axb4 &xb4 19.c5 


I also considered 19.@b5 c5 20.2fd1 2d8 21.8a1 Wb7 22.f3 We7 23.%b3 AhS+F when Black is better 
and is the only one realistically playing to win. 


19...Wxc5 20.Ha2 Wd4 21.13 
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Position after: 21.3 

In this position, I propose the following improvement over theory... 
21...2d7!N 22.We2 2c5 23.2f2 Bxbl 24.2xd4 Bxfl+ 25.2xfl 2xd4F 


Black is better: he has two powerful bishops, and rook, bishop and two pawns is more than sufficient 
compensation for the queen. 


( i) 6.a3 Bc5 7.-- 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.Af3!? exd4! 4.0xd4 e6! 5.Ac3! Ac6! 6.a3!? 
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Position after: 6.a3!? 


This move is the second most popular after 6.g3. The idea of this move is to prevent an unpleasant 
pin after ...2b4, and in addition, if necessary, White can expand on the queenside by playing b2-b4. 
The move was first used by the French sculptor and chess master, France Baratz Abraham, against 
Monosson, Paris 1928. A little later, others plaayed this way, including Averbakh, Speelman, Stohl, 
and Gulko. Nowadays, this move can be foound in the games of world champion Magnus Carlsen, as 
well as those of Nakamura, Navara, Nepomniachtchi, and Karjakin. 


6...2¢5! 


I like this tempo-gaining move; Black immediately attacks the central knight and develops the bishop 
to an active position. What else can you require from one move? Now White has a choice of 
reactions: 


7.Af3?! 


Surprisingly, this move has been played by such strong grandmasters as Ivanchuk and Le Quang 
Liem. 


A) 7.2db5?! d5! 8.cxd5 [8.8f4N 8...0-0 9.cxd5 exd5 10.Ac7 d4 11.0a4 2d6 12.2xd6 Wxd6 

13.2 xa8 2f5F The knight on a8 will not survive, the other knight is on the edge of the board, while 
White also has problems with kingside development.] 8...exd5 9.Axd5 0-0 10.Axf6+ Wxf6 11.3 
We6 12.4%d5 Now Black has the pretty blow 12...2b4+! 
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Position after: 12...2b4+! 


13.4c3 [Or 13.axb4 “xb4 14.Wic4 Ac2+— with a material and positional advantage to Black. ] 
13...2d8 14.Wa2 2e6 15.Wb1 2f5 16.Wa2 2xc3+ 17.bxc3 De5 18.f4 Ad3+—+ White is far behind in 
development, besides which, Black has a strong attack on the white king stuck in the center 


B) 7.2¢3!? was witnessed in Adhiban, B (2655) — Mamedyarov, S (2804) Wijk aan Zee 2018, 0-1 
(86). It is nevertheless an interesting move from the Indian grandmaster, and judging by my 
database, only three games have been played with this move. But nobody has yet responded with 
7...AG4N 8.Axc6 Axe3 9.Axd8 Axdl 10.Bxd1 &xd8 11.¢3 a5 12.22 a4 13.0-0 &e7 14.2d2 dé 
15.8fd1 2d8 16.Ae4 Ba5co Black has an excellent position. White’s b2- and c4-pawns are scattered 
and may become targets for attack in the future, while Black’s plans include ...f7-f5 driving the 
knight away and then putting pressure on the c4-pawn, with Black sometimes having ...b7-b5. Ina 
practical game, I would choose the black pieces. 


7.05 
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Position after: 7...d5 
8.e3 


White’s idea is to take control of the d4-square and then play b2-b4, developing the bishop to b2. 


8.b4 2d6 9.cxd5 exd5 10.225 Be6 11.Ab5 Be7 12.Abd4 Axd4 13.W%xd4 a5 14.b5 Hc8 15.e3 0-0 
16.2e2 h6 17.2h4 Black has some good continuations here, but my favorite is the activation of the 
bishop by 17...2£5!? Now, after 18.0-0 g5 19.293 @e4tT Black has some initiative since he has the c- 
file, and a strong knight on e4, which on occasion can jump to c3. 


8...0-0 
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Position after: 8...0-0 
9.b4 


9.2e2 Black benefits from the exchange of queens after 9...dxc4! 10.2xc4 [10.Wxd8 Bxd8 11.2xc4 
2d7 12.0-0 Bac8 13.2d2 Aa5 14.8a2 2d6 15.0d5 Axd5 16.2xd5 and now 16...b6 17.2a2 “c4 
18.8xc4 &xc4¥ when the two bishops give Black some endgame chances.] 10...%xd1+ 11.@xd1 b6N 
12.b4 2d6 13.2b2 2b7 14.8cl Ae5?t Black has some initiative due to the disharmony of White’s 
pieces: his king has not found a safe place, while Black has strong pressure on the long white 
diagonal. 


9...2.6 
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Position after: 9...2.d6 

10.2b2!? 


A) 10.cxd5!? exd5 
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Position after: 10...exd5 


Al) 11.8e2 a5! 12.b5 eS 13.2b2 2e6 Now, the best is the active move 14.!%d4!? Axf3+ 15.2xP 
[15.¢xf3!? He8 16.2g1 &xh2 17.2h1 2d6 18.2d3 h6 19.&g1 &f8co White has enough compensa- 
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tion for equality, but nothing more.] 15...2c8 16.0-0 Bc4 17.Wd3 d4 18.He4 @xe4 19.Wixe4 dxe3 
20.Wixe3= The position is approximately equal. 


A2) 11.4b5 2e7 
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Position after: 11... 8e7 


A2.1) 12.@bd4?! White wastes time and fails to develop his pieces. 12...a5! 13.b5 Axd4 14.4xd4 
Now 14...2¢4! leads to some advantage. For example: 15.2e2 &2xe2 16.W4xe2 Wd7 17.a4 De4 
18.0-0 Hfc8 19.2d2 Hc4F In view of his control over the c4-square, Black is somewhat better, and 
White needs to keep an eye on his weak a4-pawn. 


A2.2) 12.2e2 a5 
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Position after: 12...a5 


13.2b2?! [Or 13.bxa5!? &xa5 14.0-0 Ac4= with a complex but roughly equal game.] 13...axb4 
14.0-0 bxa3 15.4xa3 2f5F Black has an extra pawn and White will struggle to hold the position. 
B) 10.c5 Removing the tension from the center and after this move Black will be able to occupy the 
center with his pawns by playing an eventual ...e6-e5. 10...2.c7 
B1) 11.0b5 2b8 12.2b2 e5 13.0d6 2xd6 14.cxd6 Wxd6 15.b5 e4 16.bxc6 exf3 17.cxb7 fxg2 
18.2xg2 2xb7 19.Wd4 After 19...8a6F Black is slightly better due to the extra pawn and the fact 
that white king cannot find a safe shelter. 


B2) 11.2b2 e5 12.8e2 a6 13.0-0 2e6 14.Wc2 
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Position after: 14.¥c2 


The strongest move here for Black is 14...e4! and after 15.Ad2 We7 16.8fd1 h5 17.h3 Sad8 18.4f1 
4\e5— Black has excellent kingside attacking chances. 


10...a5! 
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Position after: 10...a5! 


11.b5 
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11.c5 axb4 12.axb4 Exal 13.2xal 2b8 14.%a2 [14.b5 Ded 15.4d4 Now 15...We7 16.Ab3 Hd8 
17.2e2 “g6 18.0-0 e5t and Black has a small initiative due to better control over the center provided 
by the pawns.] 14...e5 15.2e2 
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Position after: 15. 8.e2 
Black won from here in Kirpichnikov, V (2490) — Sveshnikov, E (2480) Riga 1975, 0-1 (52) but even 


so we can improve on Black’s play by 15...2e6!N 16.b5 @e7 


A) If 17.2xe5 &xe5 18.4xe5 d4! Black starts to play actively. 19.Acl Wa5+ 20.Wid2 Wxd2+ 
21.&xd2 Ae4+ 22.Lel1 dxe3 23.fxe3 Axc5F Black will put his rook on the a-file when his position 


is somewhat preferable due to the better development of his pieces, which are obviously more active 
than White’s. 


B) 17.4c3 Ag6 18.0-0 e4 19.A\d4 We7 20.23 Wxc5+ Black is better: he has an extra pawn and 
White has weak white squares on the kingside. 


11...De5 
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Position after: 11...0e5 
12.Axe5 


A) 12.cxd5 exd5 13.2e2 2e6 This leads to the main line (See.10. cxd5). 


B) Zsuzsa Polgar, sister of the (more) famous Judit Polgar, chose the rather strange 12.2\d2?! b6 
13.cxd5 exd5 14.8e2 with a quick draw agreed in Polgar, Z (2430) — Dizdar, G (2450) Trencianske 
Teplice 1985. Now it is useful for Black to exchange light-squared bishops with 14...2g4!N 
Following 15.0-0 Ad3! 16.0a4 Axb2 17.Axb2 h5 18.h3 &e6F Black has the bishop pair, and the 
dark-squared bishop is especially strong. Bad now is 19.2xh5? 2e5 20.2b1 2f5—+ when White 
loses material. 


12...2xe5 13.8c1!? 


13.2e2?! is a waste of time because after 13...dxc4! White has to move the bishop again to win back 
the pawn. 14.!%/xd8 &xd8 15.f4 [I also considered 15.2xc4 2d7 16.0a4 2xb2 17.4xb2 a4 18.0-0 
¥a5¥ Black’s position is more active and the b5-pawn is weak.] 15...2xc3+! 16.8xc3 @d5 17.2d4 
Axf4 18.2xc4 
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Position after: 18.2xc4 


Black won in Danielian, E (2439) — Smirin, I (2649) Athens 2007, 0-1 (43) and here the strongest was 
18...e5! 19.8xe5 Axg2+ 20.kf2 Hd2+ 21.2g3 Axe3F Black has two extra pawns, while White’s two 
bishops does not compensate for the material damage. 


13...b6 14.2e2 2b7 
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Position after: 14...2b7 
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15.23?! 


15.0-0!9N 15...dxc4 16.W/xd8 [If 16.Aa4!? 2xb2 17.Axb2 We7 18.Axc4 Bfd8 19.Wc2 Bac8 20.4 b1 
Be4 21.Wb2 Ad7= Black has a comfortable position] 16...2fxd8 17.f4 2xc3 18.2xc3 
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Position after: 18.2xc3 


In this position, Black has many possible normal moves, but I would advise the following: 18...4ac8 
After 19.2d4 &xd4! 20.exd4 c3 21.f5 Se4 22.fxe6 fxe6 23.23 He4 24.2xe4 Axed 25.Bfel Exd4 
26.&f1 &f7 27.&e2 e5% Black has excellent compensation due to the strong c3-pawn and active 
pieces in the center of the board. 


15...8c8 16.cxd5 Axd5 17.8/b3 
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Position after: 17.¥8b3 
Now leading to a decisive advantage is: 
17...Axc3! 18.2xb7 a4 19.Wce2 Be5—+ 
Black has an overwhelming position, as ...4a2 is threatened and White’s b5-pawn is weak. 


( j) 6.a3 &c5 7.3 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.Af3!? exd4! 4.0xd4 e6! 5.Ac3! Ac6! 6.a3!? Bc5! 7.e3!? 
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Position after: 7.e3!? 

White wants to play b2-b4 and then fianchetto the bishop on b2. 
7...05 

The most natural move, as Black must fight for the center. 
8.cxd5! 


The most logical continuation. Instead: 


A) 8.Axc6 bxc6 9.8e2 [9.b4 2d6 10.c5?! 2c7 11.2b2 0-0 12.2e2 We7 13.0-0 (13...2d8 14.h3 e5F 
Black’s position is somewhat better, as he has a strong center and a freer play.] 9...0-0 10.0-0 
[10.b4!? 2d6 11.2b2 Here 11...2b8 12.%/c2 dxc4 13.0-0 Wc7oo leads to a complex position in which 
Black’s chances are no worse. In the future, he can play ...c6-c5 with acceptable play.] 10...a5 
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Position after: 10...a5 


11.&b1 A thematic and logical move with the idea of playing b2-b4 so it is logical for Black to 
prevent the pawn advance by 11...%e7N 12.@a4 2d6 and now: 


Al) 13.4b6?! Black can land a tactical blow. 13...2xh2+ 14.@xh2 [14.h1 
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Position after: 14.2&h1 


Here Black has the strong move 14...Ad7! 15.Axa8 Wh4 16.294 2d6+ 17.2h3 Wxc4 18.b3 We4 
19.2b2 2a6 20.8e1 &xa8F For the exchange, Black has a knight and two pawns. Besides, Black’s 
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pieces are actively located, therefore his position is better.] 14...8%c7+ 15.2g1 Wxb6F White’s two 
bishops cannot fully compensate for the lack of a pawn. 


A2) 13.8d2 Ha7oo Black’s position is no worse, and the knight will go to e4 with an active 
position. White needs to be careful; for example, an inaccuracy would be 14.b4?! axb4 15.axb4 
dxc4 16.2xc4 2d8 17.Wc2 &xh2+! 18.xh2 Ag4+ 19.%eg3 h5— with a strong attack for Black. 


B) 8.2e2?! &xd4! 9.exd4 dxc4 10.2e3 “a5 11.2xc4 Axc4 12.Wa4+ 2d7 13.Wxc4 Bc8 14.3 2c6 
15.0-0 @\d5¥ Black is better here because the light-squared bishop is in a strong position, whereas 
the d4-pawn is isolated and weak. Of course, White has defensive resources, but only Black plays to 
win and without any risk. 


8...exd5 
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Position after: 8...exd5 


I do not recommend 8...Axd5?! 9.@xc6 bxc6 10.2d2+ with the further 2cl, when White has pressure 
on the c-file and the weak c6-pawn. 


9.2e2 


A) 9.2b5!? 2d7! Sacrificing a pawn for the initiative 10.2b3 Now Black should play 10...2d6N 
11.2xd5 0-0 
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Position after: 11...0-0 


12.4c3 [On 12.0-0?! there is the standard 12...2xh2+! 13.&xh2 Ag4+ 14.6g3 h5 15.2h1 Wes 16.f4 
We6 17.203 f5 18.2f3 2e6> with a strong attack.] 12...%c7 13.h3 Bad8 14.We2 a6 15.2d3 Efes 
16.0-0 Wic8— Black has excellent compensation for the pawn. They can consider the sacrifice 

... &xh3 or bring the knight to the center with ...@\e5. White is behind in development. 

B) 9.Axc6 bxc6 10.64 2d6 11.W%c2 0-0 12.2d3 a5 13.65 Now the right move is 13...c5! 14.0-0 Se8 
15.h3 We7 16.2d1 We5 17.f4 We6+ White has a weak e3-pawn, and Black has a good control over 
the central squares. 


9...0-0 10.0-0 2e8 
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Position after: 10...2&e8 
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With this move White prevents the exchange of minor pieces. Other moves have also been 


encountered in practice: 


A) 11.Ab3 2b6 12.23 leads to a transposition (See the main line 7.Ab3/ 8.e3). 


B) 11.4xc6 bxc6 12.64 2d6 13.2b2 Here Black can start an assault on the kingside thanks to 
13...h5!N 14.8cl [The idea is that if 14.2xh5 Axh5 15.Wxh5 Be6 16.93 Sg6+ Black connects the 
rook to the attack, and White also has weak white squares on the kingside.] 14...a5 15.65 Eb8 16.a4 
494 17.h3 Wh2 18.8e1 Weg5-> with an attack on the king. 


C) 11.2f3 De5 12.b4 2b6 This continuation maintains some tension in the position. 13.2e2 294 


14.2b2 “c4 
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Position after: 14...®c4 


15.2xg4?! [15.Ba2!? 2xe2 16.Acxe2 Sc8= The knight on c4 is strong, so Black has a comfortable 
position.] 15...axb2 16.4% @c4+ with the double threat of ...Ad2 and ...®e5. Black went on to win 
in Terentjev, V (2340) — Shaposhnikov, E (2545) Izhevsk 2012, 0-1 (35). 


11...a6 12.b4 8a7 
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Position after: 12... 2a7 
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13.2b2 


A) 13.b5!? Here 13...d4!?N leads to equality, though nbody has played this way in practice yet. 
14.bxc6 dxc3 15.%/b3 We7 16.Wxc3 Ae4 17.We2 2d7 18.2b2 Wxc6 19.\Wxc6 2xc6= with an equal 
position. 

B) If White tries to put pressure on the d-pawn with 13.W/b3, as occurred in Johansson, L (2131) — 
Hector, J (2585) Ballerup 2011, 0-1 (29) then Black even has the following improvement at his 
disposal 13...d4N 14.2d1 2e6 15.%b1 Wc7 16.exd4 Had8 
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Position after: 16...2&ad8 


Black has excellent compensation for the sacrificed pawn due to his active pieces. Further, the 
following illustrative variation is possible: 17.2e3 Ag4 18.d5 2xe3 19.fxe3 Ace5 20.Axe5 Wxe5 
21.2x¢4 Wxe3+ 22.eh1 &xe4F Black is clearly better: the bishop is stronger than the knight, and 
the d5-pawn is a weakness rather than a strength. 


13...d4! 14.exd4 Axd4 15.Axd4 &2xd4 16.213 
I now recommend an important improvement over existing theory... 


16...2f5!N 
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Position after: 16... 2f5!N 
17.h3 


17.2xb7 Ag4! 18.2f3 [The greedy 18.2xa8? is bad due to 18...W/h4! 19.h3 Axf2 20.2xf2 &xf2+ 
21.8h1 &xh3-+ and Black’s attack is decisive, or 18.h3? @xf2! 19.8xf2 &xf2+ 20.&xf2 Wb6+—+ 
when Blacks keeps a material plus.] 18...Axh2! 19.@xh2 Wh4+ 20.%g1 Had8 
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Position after: 20...&ad8 


449 


Fantastic! Black is down a piece, but nevertheless threatens ...Se5 or the transfer of the rook with 
...4d8-d6-h6 21.4)d5 [21.Wcl is inexact due to 21...2d6! 22.Ab5 axb5 23.2xd4 Eh6 24.Wixh6 Wxh6F 
Black is slightly better, although White can organize stubborn resistance.] 21...2xb2 22.2a2 2d4 
23.Hd2 2a7= Thanks to a strong central knight, White maintains his balance. 


17...Ne4 18.2xe4 &xe4 19.0xe4 &xb2 20.8a2 Bxe4 21.8xb2 Bd4= 
Black is a little more active, but nevertheless, this is not enough to count on an advantage. 


“h) 6.03 &c5 7.Db3 &b6 8.-- ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.Af3!? exd4! 4.0xd4 e6! 5.Ac3! Ac6! 6.a3!? Bc5! 7.Ab3!? 


ee ee 


Position after: 7.0&b3!? 
The most popular move; White responds to an attack with an attack. 
7...2D6! 


This is the second most popular move (the more modest continuation 7...Se7 is in first place) but I 
like it most of all. The black bishop can prove dangerous on the a7-g1 diagonal, aiming at the 
kingside. A critical position has arisen: In principle, Black wants to play ...d7-d5, possibly with a 
further advance of the pawn to d4. 


In grandmaster practice, White has played the developmental move... 


8.2f4!? 
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Position after: 8.e4 
A) With the guidance of various books and teachers, the reader may think, why not play in the most 


active way with 8...d5?! Well, analysis shows that White’s play is preferable after 9.exd5 exd5 
10.cxd5 “g4! This is the move on which Black’s concept rests. Nevertheless, after 11.2¢3! 


‘Fave 


feecele, 


4 


J 
Ae TA) SITTTV States 


Oa Py a 


ua yy, A ius tye 
d f h 


e 


ee 


Position after: 11.8e3! 
11...2xe3 [Or 11...Axe3 12.fxe3 De5 13.2b5+ 2d7 14.Wh5 0-0 15.2xd7 Axd7 16.0-0-0T White has 
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more space in his position and a strong passed d-pawn.] 12.fxe3 “xe3 13.W%d3 Axfl 14.We4+ De7 
15.2xfl 0-0 16.0-0-0 Ag6 17.2b1 !d6 18.Aa5+ Yxh2 19.d6? Thanks to the strong d-pawn White 
has an unpleasant initiative. 


B) 8...d6! 9.2e2 a5! Since in almost any opening control of the center is a priority, with the last 
move we are actually fighting for the center! Black wants to play the further ...a5-a4, driving the 
knight away and thereby gaining more control over the important d4-square. 
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Position after: 9...a5! 


B1) 10.2£4!? Now Black has the natural 10...e5!N 11.2g5 0-0 12.0-0 h6 13.2h4 a4 14.4d2 g5 
15.293 Ad4 16.08 Ab3 17.2b1 Ac5 18.Ad2 2d7F Black’s chances are slightly better. 


Let’s consider the position in more detail, and let’s start with the pawn structure: White’s pawns on 
b2, c4, e4 are potentially weak. Black has a weak d6-pawn, but it is not easy to attack it, and the 
a4-pawn squeezes White on the queenside. From the point of view of piece activity, Black is also 
better; he has more active bishops and knights, which cannot be said about White. The bishop on 
g3 is out of play, the light-squared bishop on e2 rests on the c4 pawn, and the knight on d2 
occupies a passive position. In the future, Black can establish total control over the central point d4 
by transferring ...2\c5-e6-d4 and also the route ...Af6-e8-c7-c6. 


B2) 10.0-0 0-0 11.a4 Preventing ...a5-a4, but weakening b4 [Perhaps White should play 11.h3 e5 
12.Ad2 2e6c With a difficult, but approximately even position. However, despite the fact that the 
engine writes 0.00 here, I would choose Black’s side because of their control over the d4-square. | 
11...e5 12.4% d3 Be8 13.2g5 h6 14.2xf6 Wxf6 
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Position after: 14...Wxf6 


15.4\d5?! A seemingly active move, but which unexpectedly, and little by little, can lead to small 
problems [15.2ad1 2e6 16.M%/xd6 Bed8 17.Ad5 Wxf2+ 18. 8xf2 2xf2+ 19.exf2 Exd6 20.Af6+ 
gxf6 21.2xd6 Bc8= with an equal ending.] 15...%d8 16.8acl &2e6 17.h3 Now 17...2xd5! is a slight 
improvement on previous play. After 18.cxd5 @\d4 19.Axd4 &xd4¥ Black is somewhat better as 
the centralized bishop controls the whole board. 


8...d5! 
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Position after: 8...d5! 
9.e3 


The most natural move, but in practice they have also played differently. 


9.c5!? 2c7 10.2xc7 Wxc7 11.Ab5 Wes 


a 


Position after: 11...We5 


A) 12.%c1?! 0-0 13.e3 Now Black could weaken the kingside thanks to 13...W%/g5! 14.23 e5 15.292 
e4— White has weakened kingside light squares, so Black can gradually organize an attack there. 


B) 12.Ad6+ &e7 13.%cl 


454 


E727 4 + 7-7 
ors wa : 


ee 


Position after: 13.cl 


In this position, Black has several acceptable lines, but they all lead to complex play. 13...ae4N 
14.c3 Axd6 15.f4 Wf6 16.cxd6+ &xd6 17.2b5 2d7 18.0-0 &c7 19.Ac5 a6 20.2.d3 b6 21.Axa6+ 
&b7 22.Ab4 Axb4 23.axb4 Exal 24.Wxal Za8 25.%cl h6= with a roughly equal but complex 
position. 


9...0-0 10.2e2 
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Position after: 10. 8.e2 
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10...h6 11.0-0 


It is also possible to suggest the preventive bishop retreat 11.2g3!? dxc4 [Also possible is 11...%e7!? 
N with similar ideas as on Black’s 10th move.] 12.2xc4 2d7 13.0-0 Different moves are possible 
here, but I like 13...Ae7 14.2d3 2c6 15.We2 Aed5= and Black has full play. 


11...e5 12.293 Le6 
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Position after: 12...8e6 

13.cxd5?! 

13.8c1!? dxc4 14.0d2 Qa5 15.2xe5 Hc8oo with a complex and unclear position. 
13...0xd5 14.0a4 

I now recommend the following improvement... 

14...We7!N 15.Axb6 axb6 16.4d2 f5 17.e4 fxe4 18.Axe4 Zad8 19.Wel Ad4t 


Black has two powerful knights in the center, and therefore boasts an unpleasant (for White!) 
initiative. 


( 1) 6.a3 &2c5 7.Ab3 2b6 8.c5 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.Af3!? exd4! 4.0xd4 e6! 5.Ac3! Dc6! 6.a3!? Bc5! 7.Ab3!? 2b6! 8.c5! 
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Position after: 8.c5! 


The most principled and strongest move. With this move White seizes space, and now in the event of 
..d7-d5 Black will have to reckon with the capture cxd6 e.p. 


8...2¢7 
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Position after: 8...8.c7 


9.93 
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The bishop on g2 will be very useful to pressurize the long light-squared diagonal and this move is 
the most popular by far. 


A) 9.2.¢5!? There is nothing wrong with this other logical move. 9...b6 10.e3 2e5 
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Position after: 10... 2e5 


A1) 11.8e2 Black has a good selection of possible moves here, but my favorite is 11...bxc5!?N 
This is followed by an almost forced line: 12.Axc5 2xc3+ 13.bxc3 Wa5 14.2xf6 Wxc5 15.2x97 
Re8 16.2d4 Was 17.43 
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Position after: 17.¥d3 


Here comes a delicate moment! 17...2g6! 18.0-0 e5 19.2h5 Be7 20.213 exd4 21.2xc6 dxc6 
22.Wed+ 2e6 23.Yxc6+ Ye7 24.Wb7+ Lf6 25.WF3+ [25.4 xa8?! Too risky. After 25...2d5 26.Wh8 
2x92 27.Wixe7+ &xg7 28.xg2 dxc3F the lone queen and strong passed c3-pawn gives Black 
slightly better chances.] 25...2e7 26.Wb7+= with perpetual check. 


A2) 11.8cl Preventing a possible ...2xc3 , the rook can be useful on the c-file. 11...2b8 12.%d2 h6 
13.2h4 0-0 14.f4 2xc3 15.Wxc3 De7 16.2xf6 gxf6 
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Position after: 16...gxf6 


17.204 [17.8 xf6?! bxc5 18.Axc5 d6 19.2d1 b6 20.b4 dxc5 21.Wxe7 cxb4 22.&f2 bxa3 23.Wxa3 
Wb2+t Thanks to the passed a-pawn, Black has some initiative.] 17...f5 18.0-0 bxc5 19.@xc5 d6 
20.2fd1 Wc7 21.Ab3 Wb6 22.4\a5 Wxb2 Black’s position is no worse here, for example: 23.W/xb2 
Exb2 24.2xd6 &e7 25.8cd1 h5 26.21d2 &b1+ 27.2d1 &b6= with an equal position. 


B) 9.e4 0-0 10.2e2 b6! 11.0-0 Here Black’s strongest reply is 11...2e5N 


459 


‘Yay 
ae 


eal R a Ms eRe 


Position after: 11...2e5N 


12.cxb6 [12.f4 2xc3 13.bxc3 Axe4= White has some compensation for the pawn, but not enough for 
equality.] 12...axb6 13.Wc2 2b7 14.23 h6 15.f4 2xc3 16.bxc3 d5 17.e5 Ae4 18.2d3 Ae7F The c- 
pawn is weak and Black can play the further ...&c8, ...Af5 and ...2a6 with slightly better play. 

C) 9.4b5!? White is chasing to gain the advantage of the two bishops, but do not forget that he 
moves a developed piece for a second time, and is wasting time that could have been used in favor 
of development. 9...0-0 


ee 


Position after: 9...0-0 
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10.Axc7 Wxc7 11.g3 [11.2g5?! can lead to big problems for White because of the strong 11...We5! 
12.Wcl as seen in Kacheishvili, G (2590) — Bruzon Batista, L (2652) Saint Louis 2017, 0-1 (36) and 
now Black’s strongest is 12...Ad5!¥ with the advantage.] At this point, I suggest an improvement on 
existing theory. 11...&2d8N 
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Position after: 11...2d8N 


Black’s idea is to play ...d7-d6 and capture the open d-file with the rook. 12.292 e5 13.2e3 d6 
14.cxd6 &xd6 15.Wc2 Be6 16.0-0 Bc8 17.2acl b6 18.0d2 Wd8 19.W%b1 h6 20.Ae4 @xe4 21.2xe4 
4\d4o0 Black is no worse due to the strong knight on d4. 


9...0-0 10.222 b6! 
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Position after: 10...b6! 
The bishop can now move to a6. 
11.0-0 


11.cxb6 axb6 12.0-0 Logical now is 12...2a6 13.Ad4 Axd4 14.Wxd4 d5 15.2d1 h6co with an 
acceptable position. 


11...2e5 


A critical position has arisen, one in which White has various roughly equivalent possibilities. 
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Position after: 11... 2e5 
12.a4!? 


The idea of this move is to secure the b5-square, and sometimes the a-pawn can advance even further. 


A) 12.2¢3!? 2b8 13.8cl Ag4 14.2d2 Black also has a choice here, but I prefer: 14...2a6!2N 15.h3 
4\f6 16.2e3 h6 17.f4 2c7 with complex and rather obscure play. 


B) 12.2f4!? &xf4 13.2xc6 [13.gxf4 Black won from here in Cramling, P (2521) — Ju, W (2558) 
Teheran 2016, 0-1 (53) and I like the continuation 13...2b7 14.8c1 h6 15.e3 Bc80o when Black has 
an acceptable position.] 13...dxc6 14.Wxd8 Exd8 15.gxf4 2a6 16.2fd1 Ad5= and Black had no 
problems in Moroni, L (2567) — Wei, Y (2733) Moscow 2019, '4-' (31). 


12...bxc5 13.Axc5 d5 14.e4 2b8! 
Sacrificing a pawn, but activating the pieces. 


15.exd5 exd5 
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Position after: 15...exd5 


16.Axd5 


16.Ad3 Here Black should have played 16...2xc3! 17.bxc3 224 18.Wc2 2f5 19.Wd1 &g4 20.13 BF5 
21.8e1 He8 22.hxe8+ Wxe8 23.2f4 Bd8co White’s two bishops are not dangerous, whereas Black has 
harmoniously-placed pieces and a tidy position. 


16...Axd5 17.8xd5 
17.2xd5?! Ad4 18.222 Bf5 19.2a3 Wc8 20.0d3 2f6 21.2c3 Wab6se Black has the more active pieces, 
and ...®e2 threatens with a further blow to the rook and knight, and White also has weak a4- and b2- 


pawns 


17...Wixd5 18.2xd5 Ad4 19.2¢3 
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Position after: 19. 8.e3 
The simplest and most logical approach here is... 
19...2d8 20.292 Bxb2= 


Material is balanced and Black has a strong knight on d4 and an active rook on b2, so the position 
does not go beyond the equilibrium. 


Conclusion 

We have considered the 6.e4 system. This position can arise from various openings, for example: 1.e4 
c5 2.4 f3 e6 3.c4 Ac6 4.d4 cxd4 5.4xd4 Af6 6.Ac3. With 6.e4 White captures the center and 
controls the d5-square. The result is a Maroczy structure where the c4- and e4- pawns attempt to limit 
Black’s possibilities. For this continuation, I recommend playing 6...2b4! By creating two threats - 
the first and more dangerous is the destruction of the e4-pawn, and the second — less dangerous, but 
still with a long-lasting effect — is to spoil the pawn structure on the queenside by playing ...&xc3. 
Usually White plays 7.2xc6 bxc6 8.2d3 after which we play 8...e5! 


Opening the road further for the light-squared bishop. Then Black plays: ...d6 with ...0-0, and, 
depending on White’s actions, he plays ...2xc3 with the further ...d6-d5 or ...c6-c5, or ...2b4-c5, 
exerting unpleasant pressure on the a7-g1 diagonal and taking the d4-square under tight control. 


Then, we have considered one of the main lines of the 6.a3 system. With this move White prevents 
...&b4 and sometimes, White can expand on the queenside by playing b2-b4. 


Against this continuation, I recommend playing 6...2c5, after which White has a number of 
responses; he can either defend the knight with the move 7.e3, or take on c6, while there are various 
knight retreats — the chapter explains what to do for each of these possible moves, but the main line is 
7.0b3 2b6 8.c5 2c7 when Black plans ...2e5, ...b6 undermining the c5-pawn and developing the 
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bishop on a6, and in the end, it will be possible to play ...d7-d5 —it all depends on how White plays. 
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Chapter 6 
6.¢g3 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.0f3 exd4 4.Axd4 e6 5.Ac3 Acé6 6.g3 
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Chapter Guide 
Chapter 6 — 6.g3 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.0f3 cxd4 4.Axd4 e6 5.Ac3 Ac6 6.23 Wb6 
a) 7.-- 

b) 7.e3 

c) 7.Qdb5 He5 8.-- 

d) 7.Adb5 We5 8.2292 a6 9.4\a4 

e) 7.Adb5 De5 8.222 a6 9.Wa4 

f) 7.A\b3 Ded 8.-- & 8.892 

2) 7.Db3 Des 8.c4 Lb4 9.We2 dé 10.-- & 10.2d2 

h) 7.Ab3 We5 8.e4 2b4 9.We2 dé 10.f4 Ac6! 11.-- 

i) 7.Ab3 Hed 8.c4 Bb4 9.We2 d6 10.f4 Dc6! 11.2e3 


( a) 7.-- 
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1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.Af3!? exd4! 4.0xd4 e6! 5.Ac3! Dc6! 6.g3! 


Since the pawn is on c4, White wants to bring the bishop to g2 where it will be more active than on 


the fl-a6 diagonal. In addition, this makes it difficult for Black to advance ... 


d7-d5, since the d-pawn 


will be vulnerable under the pressure of the light-squared bishop. This move was first played by 
Saemisch against Schoenmannn in Magdeburg, 1927, however, it did not immediately become 
popular. But after the 50s, the variation began to be encountered more and more in the practice of 
strong chess players. Several world champions played in this way, which speaks of the quality of this 


move. 
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Position after: 6.g3! 


6...Wb6! 


The most popular and, in my opinion, the strongest continuation. Black attacks the knight and, on 
occasion, creates most unpleasant threats along the a7-g1 diagonal; in some variations, one feels the 
weakness of the f2-square. This position is critical for White with a lot of continuations available. In 


this chapter, we will look at some rare and less popular branches. 
7.Qc2!? 


From here the knight contributes to the idea of playing b2-b4. 


A) 7.4f3 The move looks like a waste of time, nevertheless it has been played by several elite 
players. 7...d5! Again we see the typical pawn sacrifice for the sake of revealing the light-squared 


bishop and activating the pieces. 
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Position after: 7...d5! 


Al) 8.222 dxc4 9.0-0 [9.W%a4 and now it is worth playing 9...W%b4N 10.%c2 2e7 11.0-0 0-0 12.21 
h6 13.2d2 “b6F Black has an extra pawn and if 14.W/a4 the b2-pawn is left unprotected and can be 
taken.] Here I recommend playing 9...2d7N 10.2e3 Wxb2 11.&cl 2e7 12.@d2 0-0 13.2xc4 Wb4 
14.e4 @xe4 15.2xe4 Hfd8F Black has an extra pawn, whereas White’s compensation is rather 
‘controversial’. 


A2) 8.e3?! We will see similar move in the line with 7.c2and here it is also not good. 8...2e7 
9.cxd5 In this position, a delicate moment has arisen, and I propose playing the precise 9...\xd5!N 


a 


Position after: 9... Axd5!N 


This is stronger than 9...exd5 as played by the young Sergei Karjakin. We take with the knight, 
because Black is now able to play ...2.f6, controlling the long, dark diagonal. 10.Axd5 exd5 
11.2g¢2 [Worse is 11.W%xd5? 224 12.28g2 Wa6— Black has the strongest initiative for the pawn, as 
the white king is stuck in the center and the very unpleasant ...\c6-b4 is threatened.] 11...0-0 12.0- 
0 Bd8 13.%b3 Wxb3 14.axb3 2f6F The bishop on cl is passive, the pawns on the b-file are 
doubled, and therefore Black is slightly better. 


A3) 8.cxd5 The best continuation, as analysis shows: 8...exd5 9.292 d4 10.Aa4 2b4+ 11.2d2 Wb5 
12.0-0 [In another game, two top players discussed 12.b3 0-0 13.0-0 8e7 14.225 294 15.2xf6 
2xf6 16.2cl 
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Position after: 16.2c1 


Svidler, P (2760) — Dubov, D (2696) Sochi 2018, 4-” (45). After 16...Zad8 17.Ac5 Zfe8 18.83 
Wb6 19.h3 2h5F the two bishops give Black slightly better chances.] 12...2xd2 13.Axd2 0-0 
14.2c1 24 
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Position after: 14...2¢4 


A3.1) The very strong Armenian grandmaster, Sargissian, played 15.4\f3 in Sargissian, G (2677) 
— Kovchan, A (2596) Batumi 2018, -’4 (26). White attacks the d4-pawn, so Black should reply 
with the natural 15...2ad8!N After 16.Ac5 Wxb2 17.2b1 Wxa2 18.Axb7 Bd7 19.Ac5 Bc7 
20.4xd4 4 xd4 21.4xd4 2xe2F Black has an extra pawn, so only he can play for a win. 


A3.2) 15.Ac5 Wxe2 16.Wxe2 2xe2 17.8fel d3 18.8c3 Here 18...b4!? poses small problems for 
White, e.g. 19.a3 Ac2 20.8cl Hfe8 21.Axd3 Ad4 
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Position after: 21...0d4 
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Black is somewhat more active, but White maintains the balance with accurate defense. 22.Hel 
[But not 22.2xb7?! Hab8 23.246 Ebd8 24.204 2e4 25.Ab4 a5 26.Ac2 Axc2 27.83xc2 BSF 
when White loses the exchange.] 22...2ad8 23.Ac1 b6= Even in this position Black is more 
active, but on the other hand White has no weaknesses and objectively speaking the position has 
not gone beyond an equilibrium. 


B) 7.Axc6?! Yxc6 8.3 Wxc4 9.e4 We5 10.24 
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Position after: 10. &f4 


Black has an extra pawn, but White wants to use the unfortunate position of the queen and begin to 
quickly develop his pieces. I recommend 10...2e7N 11.2cl Wa5 12.2e2 0-0 13.2d6 2xd6 14.Wxd6 
De8 15.Wd4 d6 16.64 Wd8 17.0-0 e5 18.We3 Be6 19.8fd1 a5 20.b5 Bc8F White has some 
compensation due to the pressure on the d-file and control over the d5-square, but nevertheless I 
think that Black’s chances are slightly higher, as he can play ...f7-f5. 


7...d5! 


Very strong. Sacrificing a pawn for the sake of opening the position and activating the pieces. 
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Position after: 7...d5! 
8.222! 


The best response. Other moves are worse: 
A) 8.cxd5 exd5 


Position after: 8...exd5 


A1) The greedy 9.4xd5? leads to great difficulties for White: 9...axd5 10.W%/xd5 2e6 11.We4 
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Position after: 11.%e4 


11...2d8! leads to a huge advantage: 12.22 [No better is 12.2h3 Wa5+ 13.2f1 W/d5 14.Wxd5 
2xh3+ 15.We2 Bd1+ 16.Ael Bxel+ 17.exel 2xg2—+ with a decisive advantage to Black.] 
12...Wa5+! 13.b4 &xb4+ 14.4xb4 Hd4 15.We3 Axb4—+ Black has a winning position. 
A2) 9.222 d4 10.Ab1 2f5 11.0-0 Bd8 12.0e1 Be7 13.43 0-0 14.0d2 Bfe8 15.Af3 De4t Black 
has the initiative because he has more active pieces and more space. He won quickly in Shurunov, 
A (2252) — Ponkratov, P (2615) Tyumen 2014, 0-1 (33). 
B) 8.c3?! White defends against ...d5-d4, but the bishop on cl becomes very passive. 8...dxc4 
9.2xc4 
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Position after: 9. 2xc4 


Now I like 9...2d7N 10.0-0 2e7 11.€4 0-0 12.We2 Ae5 13.2b3 a5 14.214 2d6 15.0a3 a4t Black 
has the initiative, the b2-pawn is weak, the knight on a3 occupies an unfortunate position on the 
edge of the board, and the white squares are weak on the kingside. 


8...d4 9.Ne4 @xe4 10.2xe4 e5 11.0-0 2h3 12.8e1 
Various moves are possible here, but I propose... 


12...2d8N 
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Position after: 12...2d8N 
White also has a lot of possible continuations, but as an example I can cite the following scenario... 


13.b4 h5 14.c5 We7 15.2¢5 £6 16.296+ &d7 17.2d2 h4eo 
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Position after: 17...h4 


The whole variation is optional, but a funny position has arisen in which a difficult struggle is ahead. 
However, it should be noted that White cannot play: 
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18.b5? &xc5! 19.bxc6+ Wxc6 20.e4 dxe3 21.Axe3 hxg3 22.hxg3 &c7 23.8c1 &e4!—+ 


and Black is winning. 


( b) 7.e3 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.Af3!? exd4! 4.0xd4 e6! 5.Ac3! Ac6! 6.g3! Wb6! 7.e3?! 


White strengthens the central knight, but I don’t like this move. The drawback of the move is obvious 
— White’s dark-squared bishop becomes very passive. Nevertheless, several grandmasters have played 
this way. 


7...8D4! 


A strong move, developing a piece and threatening to ruin the pawn structure after ...2xc3. 
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Position after: 7...2,b4! 
8.222 


8.2e2 d5 9.0-0 dxc4 10.8 a4 Wc7 11.a3 Se7 12.2xc4 saw Black win in Palus, R (2385) — 
Ponomariov, R (2580) Swidnica 1998, 0-1 (28). After 12...Axd4 13.Wxd4 0-0 14.2e2 &d7 15.3 
Hfd8 16.Wic4 Wxc4 17.2xc4 2c6F Black is ahead of White in development, who has a serious 
problem with the development of his dark-squared bishop. 


8...Ae5! 


A concrete move: the c4-pawn is attacked and it is completely inconvenient to defend it. 
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Position after: 8...e5! 
9.0-0! 


White decides to sacrifice a pawn and play for compensation by developing his pieces as quickly as 
possible. 


9.%b3 With this alternative White protects the pawn on c4, but he leaves open another option: 
9...Ad3+! 10.&e2 Ac5 11.!4c2 Here Black should prepare an explosion of the center by 11...0-0!N 
12.8d1 d5! Using his development advantage 13.cxd5 2d7 
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Position after: 13... 8d7 


14.dxe6?! [If 14.2f1 &xc3! 15.Yxc3 Axd5 16.W/c4 Hac8 17.2g1 Af6F Black has a slightly better 
position because he is ahead in development, and White’s dark-squared bishop is passive.] 14...fxe6! 
Opening the f-file for the rook and now the white king feels uncomfortable. 15.f4 Zac8 16.%f1 &xc3! 
17.bxc3 [17.Wxc3 e5! 18.Ae2 2a4—+ with ...Ac5-b3 to come and White loses material.] 17...8a4—+ 
White loses the exchange. 


9...axc4 


aie So eS 


Position after: 9... Axc4 
10.404 


A) 10.e4!? 0-0 11.Ade2 Here I recommend 11...d6N 12.a3 &2xc3 13.@xc3 2d7 14.b3 De5 15.2e3 
Wa6t White has some compensation for the pawn due to the holding the bishop pair, but this is not 
enough for equality. 


B) 10.%e2 Attacking the knight on c4 and White plans to put the rook on d1. 10...d5 11.8d1 0-0 
12.e4 2xc3 13.bxc3 We7 14.exd5 exd5 15.24 Wa5 16.0b3 Wxc3 17.Bacl 
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Position after: 17.&acl 


The strongest move for Black now is 17...%b2! 


B1) White can keep queens on with 18.2c2 a3 19.2xd5 2g4 20.f3 @xd5 21.2xd5 2e6 Black has 
an extra pawn. 22./xc4 Bac8 23.Wxc8 &xc8 24.2d6 Wa6 25.2xf8 2h3 26.hf2 Whl+ 27.e3 
&xf8F Black is better because the white king in the center is in a vulnerable position. 


B2) 18.¥%xb2 It is better to trade queens and try to bet on the strength of the two bishops. 
18...axb2 19.2d4 2e6 20.0a5 Bfc8 21.Axb7 Bxcl+ 22.2xcl Ac4 23.24 Bc8F Black’s extra 
pawn gives grounds to fight for a win. 


10...Wa5 11.a3 


With this move White plans to seize space on the queenside with b2-b4. 


11.b3!? Here I suggest 11...0a3N 12.2b2 0-0 13.%cl Ab5 14.Axb5 Wxb5 15.Bd1 d5F Although the 
computer says that White doesn’t stand too badly, from a human point of view Black has an extra 
pawn and it’s up to White to prove compensation. 


11...2e7 
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Position after: 11... &e7 
12.b3 


12.b4 The difference with 12.b3 is that in this variation the knight is on c4. The easiest answer here 
is: 12... Wd8 13.8% b3 d5 14.e4 a5 15.exd5 exd5 16.225 0-0 17.Ac3 axb4 18.axb4 Exal 19.8xal Ab6F 
Black’s extra pawn promises slightly better chances. 


12...Ace5 13.2b2 


13.2d2 Wd8 14.2c3 Ag6 15.e4 0-0 16.We2 d5 17.e5 Ad7 We now have a French Defense-type 
position, but with an extra pawn. 18.f4 @c5 19.Axc5 &xc5 20.64 2b6 21.a4 a6 22.Wd2 2d7 23.263 
We7 24.a5 2a7 25.Bacl Bfc8+ Black has a healthy extra pawn. 


13...Ac6! 


It is not a bad idea for Black to exchange a couple of minor pieces, since they are lagging behind in 
development and their position is somewhat constrained; the problem of the light-squared bishop’s 
“employment” must also be solved. 


14.b4 Yd8 
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Position after: 14...W8d8 
15.e4 


Perhaps bette ris 15.4\c5 0-0 16.2cl Axd4 17.Wxd4 d5 18.8fd1. After a continuation such as 18...b6 
19.Ad3 2d7 20.He5 2a4 21.2e1 2b5F White has some compensation, but nevertheless Black has an 
extra pawn. 


15...0-0 16.Wc2 Axd4 17.2xd4 d6 18.2fd1 2d7 19.¢e5 
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Position after: 19.e5 

In this position, I offer the most natural and strong novelty... 

19...dxe5!N 20.2xe5 We8 21.Ac5 2c6 22.Axb7 Ba4 23.Wd3 Axd1 24.8xd1 Ad5F 
White has some compensation for the exchange, but it is not enough for equality. 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.Af3!? exd4! 4.0xd4 e6! 5.Ac3! Ac6! 6.g3 Hb6! 7.Adb5!? 
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Position after: 7.Qdb5!? 


An aggressive move, the goal of which is to jump to d6 or create a fork threat on c7 in a number of 
other variations. This move was played for the first time by Byrne against Geller in the USA vs 
USSR match in 1955, but the variation did not attract attention, possibly because Black won that 
game. However, 15 years later Pomar played this way against Najdorf at the 1970 Olympiad, after 
which the variation was occasionally encountered in practice began to become more popular from the 
1980s onwards. 


7...e5! 


The most accurate reply: with this move Black takes control of the d6-square and also threatens the 
c4-pawn. A concrete and complex struggle arises and practice from this critical position has seen 
many moves. 


Instead 7...2c5? Is met with 8.2g2! d5 [White is not afraid of 8...2xf2+? 9.&fl Ag4 10.4%d6 &c5 
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11.Wif4 De3+ 12.2xe3 2xe3 13.Ac7+ Ye7 14.We4+— woith a winning position, as the rook hangs on 
a8 and a fork is threatened on d5.] 9.0-0 dxc4 10.Ad6+ 2xd6 11.&%xd6+ with excellent “Catalan” 


compensation. 


Position after: 7...e5! 


8.2f4!? 
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The knight is attacked, the bishop touches the c7-square with an X-ray, to which a fork will follow in 
the event the e5-knight moves. 


A) 8.23? Wc6! With this move Black takes aim atthe rook on h1 as well as the c4-pawn. 9.2f4 a6! 
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Position after: 9...a6! 


10.2xe5 [10.Wa4 b6! 11.Ad4 Wxhl 12.2xe5 Ae4 13.03 Now Black can win with 13...@xe5! 
14.4\xe5 Wb7 15.0-0-0 b5! 16.cxb5 axb5 17.Wxb5 Wxb5 18.Axb5 Exa2—+ with a decisive material 
advantage.] 10...axb5 11.Axb5 2b4+! 12.2c3 2xc3+ 13.bxc3 0-0 14.f3 d5 15.a4 e5! 
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Position after: 15...e5! 


Opening the light-squared bishop. 16.cxd5 @xd5 17.%d2 Wc5 18.e4 Ae3 19.2d3 After the further 
19...2e6! 20.%e2 Ac4 21.Wcl f5—+ Black has a decisive positional advantage. 
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B) 8.c4?! a6! Simple and strong. 9.e3 [Not 9.2\d4?? due to 9...&/xd4!—+] Now it is worth 
improving Black’s play with the simple 9...!a5!N 
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Position after: 9...a5!N 


10.Ad4 Axe4 11.0b3 Axc3 12.Axa5 Axdl 13.exd1 2b4 14.2b6 d6 15.f4 Ad7 16.a3 &xa5 
17.2xa5 @c5 18.8c3 f6+ White has two bishops, but this does not compensate for his missing 
pawn. 


8...Afg4! 


Position after: 8... Afg4! 
Black responds blow for blow! 
9.e3 


White defends f2. 


Instead 9.44?! Wxf2+ 10.&d2 This puzzle position has the very strong solution 10...g5!! 11.Ac7+ 
[If 11.2xg5? then 11...Af3+! 12.@c2 Axg5 13.Ac7+ We7 14.Axa8 2g7 15.8cl &xc3 16.bxc3 Ae3+ 
17.2b1 Ae4—+ and Black can play ....Ae4-d2-fl with a winning position.] 11...@d8 12.2xe5 We3+ 
13.d2c2 Wxe5 14.Axa8 Ae3+ 15.2b3 2c5! 
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Position after: 15...8.c5! 


Black is a rook down, but the white knight on a8 is stuck, and the white king is also in a dangerous 
position. 16.a3 ®e7 17.2a2 d5! Bravely into battle. 18.Wa5 dxc4 19.2h3 2d7 20.2hd1 Bxa8 
21.Ad5+ exd5 22.Mxc5+ &d8 23.2xd7 &xd7 24.%b5+ Ye6F A funny position has arisen: Black has 
an active king in the center of the board, but nothing threatens him, while the black knight on e3 
occupies a dominant position, and for the exchange, Black has a knight and two pawns, so clearly has 
a better position. 


9...a6 


Black is willing to chase the knight, but White will hardly accept. 
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Position after: 9...a6 
10.h3 


A) 10.Wa4!? 
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Position after: 10.a4!? 


Al) 10...¢5!? 11.2xe5 @xe5 12.0-0-0 Bb8 13.0\d4 Wc7 14.2e2 led to a long draw in Aronian, L 
(2739) — Leko, P (2753) Morelia/Linares 2008, 2-’4 (51). I can offer the following new option 
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14...2g7N 15.f4 Ac6 The entire variation is optional and is illustrative only. 16.W/a3 2f8 17.W/b3 
4\xd4 18.exd4 b5 19.cxb5 axb52 with a really complex position. 


A2) 10...4a7!? A tricky move that creates the simple threat of ...axbS. 
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Position after: 10...&a7!? 


A2.1) 11.2e2? axb5 12.W%xb5 Wc6! 13.Wxc6 dxc6 14.h3 Ad7! 15.hxg4 [15.2xe4 h5 16.2e2 5 
17.295 f6 18.2h4 g5—+ White loses a piece while remaining in a losing position.] 15...e5 16.a3 
exf4 17.gxf4 “c5—+ This position arose in Meskovs, N (2557) — Giri, A (2783) chess. com INT 
2019, 0-1 (27). White does not have enough compensation for the piece. 


A2.2) 11.@xa7? Wxb2 Two pieces are under attack. Moreover, the f2-pawn is threatened and the 
position immediately becomes hopeless. 12.2e2 Wxc3+ 13.&f1 Wxal+ 14.222 Wb2 
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Position after: 14...W4b2 


Attacking the e2-bishop. 15.Wd1 b6 16.axc8 Wc6+ 17.e4 g5! A very strong move, the goal of 
which is to connect the rook to the game. 18.2x¢5 &g8 19.2f4 Wxe4+ 20. Wxf4! And one more 
nice blow after which White’s position cannot be held. 21.gxf4 Ae3+ 22.Lh3 Axd1 23.Exd1 
ANg6 24.6g3 Ae7+—+ and White resigned in Noe, C (2529)— Gschnitzer, A (2365) Heusenstamm 
2018, 0-1 as he is left a piece down. 


A2.3) 11.h3! A precise move to keep White in the game. 11...axb5 12.4%xb5 Wc6 13.hxg4 ®d3+ 
14.2xd3 Wxhl+ 15.2f1 Yc6 
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Position after: 15...Wc6 


White is counting on compensation as Black lags behind in development. 16.a3 b6 17.0-0-0 2e7 
18.2d3 Ha5 19.Wxc6 dxc6 20.2e4 2d7 21.2c7 Ha6co with a difficult position in which Black’s 
chances are not worse. From the point of view of the computer, the position shows all zeros, but 
with regard to human understanding things are not so simple and a lot of play can be expected. 


B) 10.4c7+?! Although this move was played by such grandmasters as Anand and Smirin, 
nevertheless, with correct play, this move does not even equalize. 10...%xc7 11.Wxg4 Wxc4! 
12.2xc4 [12.Wd1? Wc6! 13.c4 Sb4! 14.2xe5 Wxe4+ 15.We2 Wxh1 16.0-0-0 
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Position after: 16.0-0-0 


now Black should play 16...&%c6! 17.2xg7 2g8 18.2d4 2xc3! 19.2xc3 b5 20.2b1 2b7—+ with 
excellent winning chances.] 12...axg4 13.0-0 d6 14.2e2 
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Position after: 14. 2.e2 


The simplest approach here is 14...A0f6 15.2fd1 d5 16.2f3 &b4F White is somewhat better 
developed, but this does not give him full compensation for the pawn minus. 


10...axb5 11.hxg4 @xc4 
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Position after: 11...xc4 


12.8%b3 


This has been played most often. From here, the queen directly attacks the b5-pawn, besides which it 
simply threatens to win the piece with &xc4. 


A) 12.8c1!? d5 13.b3 &b4! 14.bxc4 Ba3 15.8e5 £6 16.2d4 Wa5 17.2e2 2xc3+ 18.8xc3 Bxc3 
19.%f1 b400 A difficult position arose in the game Giri, A (2763) — Nepomniachtchi, I (2774) 
Ekaterinburg 2020, 0-1 (73) and although from the point of view of the engines the position did not 
go beyond zeros (who would have thought), from a human point of view, I would play as black and 
indeed the Russian grandmaster was able to win. 


B) 12.W/c2?! d5 13.2g2? [13.2xc4!? dxc4 14.8xh7 &xh7 15.Wixh7 2d7 16.De4 0-0-0 17.0-0-0 &c6 


18.82xd8+ Wxd8F Due to the advantage of the two bishops, Black can keep the tension for a long 
time and has a somewhat better position.] 13...%a5 14.63 2b4 15.8cl ®a3 16.Wd3 Ab1! 
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Position after: 16...®b1! 


A nice move! The knight offers itself to three white pieces. 17.2xh7 2xc3+ 18.&f1 Bg8 19.2¢1 b4 
20.Wixb1 2d7+ Black is clearly better as the a2-pawn is very weak, and any defense will lead to 
even more depressing consequences. For example: 21.&c2? 95 22.2d6 Za6 23.2b8 2b5 24.Wd1 
e7—+ and to save the bishop, White must give up the exchange. 


12...d5! 
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Position after: 12...d5! 
13.2xc4 


A) 13.Axb5!? Wa5+! 14.4\c3 Here the strongest move is 14...2b4!N 15.2xc4 [15.c1?? e5—+ and 
the bishop will soon be lost.] 15...dxc4 16.W%xc4 &xc3+ 17.W4xc3 Wxc3+ 18.bxc3 f6 


Z| 


Position after: 18...f6 


19.2.d6 2a6 20.2b4 e5 21.3 e4! 22.2 exf3 23.2xf3 2d7= White’s extra pawn does not matter in 
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this position, as Black can play ...&c6, and ...&f7 with equal play. 
B) 13.%xb5+?! Wxb5 14.Axb5 2b4+ 15.1 
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Position after: 15.&d1 


Now Black has the logical 15...@e7! and after 16.a4 2d7 17.2xc4 dxc4 18.%e2 h6 19.2hcl Bhc8F 
Black is slightly better: he has the bishop pair and White always has to reckon with the exchange on 
bS. 


13...dxc4 14.W%xb5+ Wxb5 15.Axb5 a5 16.0d6+! 


16.24?! White voluntarily weakens himself on b4. 16...2d7 17.2h5 2b4+ 18.%e2 We7 19.Ac3 and 
here following 19...&xh5 20.gxh5 Ha8+ Black has a small advantage in view of having the bishop 
pair. 


16...2xd6 17.2xd6 e5 
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Position after: 17...e5 
18.¢5 


18.f3?! e4 19.fxe4 2x4 20.2h2 f6 21.03 &F7 22.8c1 &e6F saw the lower-rated player win in Krause, 
J (2372) — Holtel, J (2179) Kirchweyhe 2018, 0-1 (45). White’s pawn structure is vulnerable, and 
despite the opposite-colored bishops, which generally increases drawing tendencies, there are still 
rooks on the board, so Black can still pose problems in this endgame. 


18...294 19.2h4 h5 20.gxh6 &xh6 21.8xh6 gxh6 22.2b4 2d5 
Black has solved all his opening problems and the position is equal. 


( d) 7.Adb5 Ae5 8.2g2 a6 9.2a4 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.Af3!? exd4! 4.0xd4 e6! 5.Ac3! Ac6! 6.g3 Wb6! 7.Adb5!? Ae5! 8.292 
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Position after: 8.2¢2 
White develops as quickly as possible and abandons the c4-pawn to the mercy of fate. 
8...26! 


The knight on bS is an eyesore, and it is better to drive it away immediately. 


Alternatively, 8...axc4 is not so good due to 9.b3! a6 [White quickly develops an initiative after 
9...ANe5 10.8e3 Bc5 11.2xc5 Wxc5 12.8cl1t Black’s queenside is undeveloped, and White’s pieces 
are located aggressively.] 10.bxc4 axb5 11.4xb5t White has an initiative for the pawn, and has a 
very strong knight on b5. 


A critical position has arisen after the main move in which White has different options. 
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Position after: 8...a6! 
9.4\a4!? 
A) 9.4\a3!? After this move Black has a small initiative, although analysis shows that White can 


hold on: 9...2xa3 10.bxa3 Axc4 11.0-0 [11.8g25?! d5 12.0-0 Black has many good moves here, but I 
like 12...Ad7! 13.8cl Ade5 14.e4 d4 15.Aa4 Wa7 16.2£4 0-0 17.Wh5 f6 18.2xe5 Axe5 19.f4 
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Position after: 19.f4 
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Black stands very well after 19...d3+ 20.@h1 d2 21.8c2 2d7 22.Ab2 2b5 23.g1 Af7 24.Exd2 
We3+] 11...d5 12.e4 d4 13.Wa4+ Wc6 14.Wxc6t+ bxc6 15.e5 
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Position after: 15.e5 


Black has some good moves in this position. My preference goes to the following line: 15...Ad7 
16.Ae4 Ha7 17.24 Le7 18.2fd1 c5 19.Bacl Ab2 20.Bd2 Aad 21.8c4 Aab6 22.Bcc2 h6 23.h4 Aad 
24.8c4 “ab6 25.Hcc2 and the players agreed to a draw in Williams, T (2414) — Schmidt, L (2392) 
ICCF email 2017, '2-% (25). 


B) 9.2¢3?! Wa5! White’s knight is attacked on b5, as well as the c4-pawn, and since the bishop 
comes under attack from ...@e5-c4, White is forced to waste time on the bishop’s retreat. 
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Position after: 9...W4a5! 


B1) 10.Ad6+?! 2xd6 11.W¥xd6 Axc4 
B1.1) 12.W'c5 Wxc5 13.2xc5 d6 14.b3 dxc5 15.bxc4 8b8 16.2b1 
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Position after: 16.&b1 


Black went on to win in Raeber, M (2230) — Demuth, A (2558) Graechen 2017, 2-’4 (25) but 
even if our editor’s play (!) was great, it’s now possible to improve it with: 16...&@d8! 17.a4 &c7 
18.a5 2d7 19.2b6 Ae8 20.0-0 Ad6 21.8fb1 Bhd8 22.4\d1 &c6F Black has an extra pawn and 
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White cannnot equalise. 


B1.2) 12.Wd4 @xe3 13.fxe3 0-0 14.0-0 After 14... 95! 15.Wf4 h6 16.Bad1 a5 17.2d3 2a6+ 
Black has a healthy extra pawn. 


B2) 10.24! The strongest move. 10...axb5 11.2xe5 bxc4 12.2xf6! gxf6 
B2.1) 13.0-0?! 227 14.c4 0-0 15.We2 b5 16.a4 b4 17.Ab5 c3 18.bxc3 bxc3 19.Bfcl 2a6 20.Wel 
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Position after: 20.%e1 


The strongest move now is 20...2h6! 21.f4 &xb5 22.axb5 Wb6+ 23.@h1 Exal 24.Bxal Bc8—+ 
The c3-pawn gives Black great winning chances. 


B2.2) 13.&%d4 White wins back the pawn. 13...2¢7 14.Wxc4 d5 15.Wd3 £5 16.0-0 0-0 17.e3 2d7 
18.8fcl Sfc8F Black is slightly better with the two bishops and a compact pawn structure in the 
center that limits White’s light-squared bishop. 


9...Wa5+ 10.Abc3 Axc4 


Black has won a pawn, but White has several ways to develop compensation. 
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Position after: 10...@xc4 
11.0-0 


11.b3!? a3 12.0-0 2b4 13.2b2 0-0 14.e4 d5! 15.exd5 b5 and now; 
A) 16.dxe6? &xe6 17.2xa8 Sxa8 18.He2 
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Position after: 18.®e2 


18...2d8 [Possibly simpler is 18...bxa4!?] 19.Wicl &c8 20.Wg5 h6 21.We5 Re8 22.4)ac3 Bh3 23.Wi4 
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2f8 Now ...b5-b4 is threatened. 24.Ad4 b4 25.4 a4 Wd5 26.Wif3 Be4 27.2xa3 bxa3 28.Ac2 &xfl 
29.%xfl Wc6F with better play for Black in view of their more harmoniously arranged pieces. 


B) 16.Ac4 Axe4 17.2xe4 
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Position after: 17.2xe4 


Now the easiest way is 17...bxa4! when it is best for White to force a draw with a perpetual check 
after 18.2xh7+ &xh7 19.Wh5+ &g8 20.2x97 &xg7 21.We5+ eh7 22.Wh5+ &e7 23.We5+= and 
it’s a draw. 


11...d5 12.b3 


This looks logical as does 12.e4!? dxe4 13.Axe4 @xe4 14.2xe4 
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Position after: 14. 2xe4 


Black should not be greedy here and it is better to bet on fast development, giving the pawn back with 
14...2d7! 15.b3 Bd8 16.bxc4 &xa4 17.W/f3 2c5 18.2b1 0-0 19.8xb7 2b8 20.2xb8 Bxb8= and a 
position of approximate equilibrium has arisen. 


12...Ad6 


Black also has an alternative that leads to the positions we have considered after 12...2\a3!? 13.4 
2b4 14.exd5 0-0 15.2b2 b5 (See 11.b3). 


13.Wel 8e7 14.e4 dxe4 15.Axe4 Wxel 16.Axd6+ &xd6 17.2xel 
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Position after: 17.2xel 
The threat is @\b6 with the further Axc8 and taking on b7, so I recommend: 


17...2b8! 18.Ab6 0-0 19.2e3 Ag4 20.204 e5 21.Axc8 Hfxc8 22.2b6 2c5 23.8xc5 Bxc5 24.Bacl 
Exel 25.8xcl &f8 26.8c7 Af6 27.2xb7 Bxb7 28.2xb7 a5= 
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Position after: 28...a5= 


With an equal endgame. 
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( e) 7.Adb5 De5 8.2g2 a6 9.Wa4 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.£3!? exd4! 4.Axd4 e6! 5.2c3! Ac6! 6.93 Wb6! 7.Adb5!? Ae5! 8.2g2 a6! 
9.Wa4!? 
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Position after: 9.4a4!? 
9...2b8! 


Removing the rook from the X-ray of queen on a4. Now Black seriously threatens to destroy the 
knight on bS. 


10.2e3!? 


White does not want to retreat, so he tries to continue developing an offensive. 
10.4a3!? 2xa3 


A) 11.bxa3?! Wc7 12.2£4 b5! 13.Wb4 bxc4 14.2xe5 Wxe5 15.W/xc4 0-0 16.0-0 Natural now is the 
central thrust 16...d5! 17.Wd3 2d7 18.fcl Bfc8+ White has doubled pawns along the a-file, which 
gives Black the effect of having an extra pawn. 


B) 11.W/xa3! Axc4 
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Position after: 11...@xc4 


B1) Weaker 12.W/a4?! Wc5 13.Wc2 b5 14.b3 Now Black has an improvement available over 
existing practice: 14...Ae5!N 15.2e3 Wc7 16.8cl &b7 17.2xb7 Wxb7 18.0-0 8d8! An important 
move [But not 18...0-0?! 19.2c5 Hfc8 20.2d62 and White gets satisfactory chances.] 19.2g5 d5+ 
Black has good chances to convert the extra pawn. 


B2) 12.%%b3! The strongest move and it turns out that it is not so easy to find a safe square for the 
c4-knight. 12...%c7 
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Position after: 12...¥4c7 


In the position that has arisen, White has several roughly equivalent continuations; 


B2.1) 13.0-0!? did not end so well for another of our esteemed editors in Grandelitus, N (2651) — 
Edouard, R (2649) chess.com INT 2020, 1-0 (36). The most natural move here was 13...0-0!?N 
14.2f4 d6 15.Wb4 Ah5 16.2cl a5 
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Position after: 16...a5 


17.Ab5! [17.8b3?! 2d7 18.94 Af6 19.25 Ag4 20.Ae4 £5F Black has an extra pawn and his 
pawns in the center are very flexible.] 17...2d7 18.Axc7 axb4 19.b3 Efc8 20.2xe6 &xe6 21.bxc4 
&xc4= Despite the extra black pawn, White has enough compensation for equality due to the 
bishop pair and Black’s doubled pawns on the b-file. 


B2.2) 13.&%b4!? b5 14.b3 Here I recommend the improvement 14...2b7!N 15.2xb7 Y/xb7 16.0-0 
Ae5 17.2f4 Ac6 18.Wd6 Bc8 These moves were practically forced; Black has an extra pawn, but 
his king is stuck in the center. 19.kacl Ae7 20.225 Afg8 
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Position after: 20... 0fg8 


White has several different continuations, but I will give you a an exemple of how the game 
might develop: 21.W/e5 f6 This is followed by an almost forced variation: 22.@e4 &xcl 23.8xcl 
Wa8 24.0Ad6+ &f8 25.Wf4 e5 26.Wed fxs 27.Wxd7 Af6 28. Web Wd5 29. Bc8+ Axc8 30.Wxc8+ 
e7 31.Af5+ &F7 32.Wxh8 Wd1+ 33.292 Wxe2 34.Wxe7+ Ge6 35.Ae3 Wxa2= This endgame 
should end in a draw. 


10...2¢5 11.2xc5 Wxe5 
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Position after: 11...Wixc5 


12. a3! 


The only move, otherwise White could ends up worse, for example: 12.4\a3?! as seen in Simantsev, 
M (2432) — Erenberg, A (2251) Marianske Lazne 2015, 0-1 (53). Now Black should switch his view 
to the kingside 12...h5!N 13.b4 We7 14.0-0 h4 15.8fd1 Afeg4 
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Position after: 15...0fz4> 


With a dangerous attack on the white king, and in the case of 16.h3? a sacrifice follows 16...hxg3! 
17.hx¢4 gxf2+ 18.cxf2 Wh4+ 19.%e3 We5+ 20.ced4 Wxe4+—t+ Black’s attack is very strong, and in 
fact he has a decisive advantage. 


12...b6! 13.Ad6+ &e7 14.8 xc5 bxe5 
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Position after: 14...bxc5 


15.Axc8+ 


15.0-0-0? Black quickly develops the initiative after 15...Aeg4! 16.Axc8+ Ehxc8 17.8dfl £b4 18.b3 
d5! 19.cxd5? [19.h3! De5 20.cxd5 c4 21.a3 Exb3 
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Position after: 21...2xb3 


22.%c2 exd5 23.Axd5+ Axd5 24.2xd5 Ac6 25.2xc6 Exc6 26.2b1 2xa3F Black has an extra pawn, 
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and although in rook endings the tendencies for a draw are big, Black nevertheless retains the 
pressure.] 19...c4 20.&b2 cxb3 21.axb3 Ecb8 22.h3 Bxb3+—+ The white king is under serious attack. 


15...2hxc8 16.b3 


If you got to this position in home analysis, then I think that this would already be enough to play in a 
practical game without any fear. Nevertheless, I will continue the analysis. 


16...25! 


A useful move; Black seizes space on the kingside, which may come in handy in the future. 
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Position after: 16...g5! 
In the position that has arisen, White has different setups. 
17.0-0-0 


The most logical move according to my understanding; White removes the king from the center and 
White’s rooks now communicate. We shall consider other alternatives; 


A) 17.h3 This move is useful as it takes control of the g4-square. 17...h5 
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Position after: 17...h5 


Al) 18.f4 gxf4 19.exf4 Ag6 20.f1 d6 21.2h1 
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Position after: 21.&h1 
I can recommend here 21...Ah4! 22.2g1 Af5 23.2 h4F when Black is somewhat better. His 
knight can go to d4 or g3, and White also needs to reckon with ...d6-d5. 


A2) 18.0-0-0 d6 19.2d2 24 20.2hd1 [For 20.h4 see 17.0-0-0.] 20...Ae8 21.%2c2 a5F Black has the 
freer play, although White’s resources for a draw are great; nevertheless, he always has to reckon 
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with ...a5-a4. 
B) 17.8d1 h5 


B1) 18.f3? h4 19.f2 Zh8 20.e3 Now leading to a great advantage is 20...g4! 21.f4 Axc4!! 
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Position after: 21... 


22.bxc4 2b2+ 23.%g1 Hc2—+ Black can follow up with ...h4-h3, ...2h8-b8-b2 while it is difficult 


for White to include the hl-rook in the game, and the a2- and c4-pawns are also weak. 


B2) 18.h3 24 19.hxe4 hxg4 20.ced2 
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Position after: 20.&d2 


Next, I propose the following illustrative variation: 20...a5 21.&c2 Bb4 22.%cl d6 23.a3 Zbb8 
24.2h4 2g8 25.8ch1 Bg5 26.2h8 Bxh8 27.2xh8 Bh5 28.2xh5 Axh5 29.kd2 £57 In practical play, 
Black has a small initiative, since at a convenient moment he can play ...f5-f4 or ...d6-d5 
improving his position. 


17...h5! 18.h4 
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Position after: 18.h4 
In this position, I recommend the improvement... 
18...g4!N 19.8d2 d6 20.2hd1 2d8 21.2c2 Ae8 22.8b1 Ag7F 


White’s position is solid, however, only Black plays to win, as he can gradually strengthen his 
position. For example, playing ...f7-f5-f4 or ...a6-a5-a4 with proper preparation, and these 
breakthroughs can be unpleasant. 


( f) 7.Ab3 De 8.-- & 8.292 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.£3!? exd4! 4.Axd4 e6! 5.2c3! Ac6! 6.93 Yb6! 7.Ab3!? 
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Position after: 7.®b3!? 


This is the most popular move. Judging by my database, there are 1074 games featuring it. Despite 
the fact that the knight retreats, it controls the c5- and d4-squares (and does not allow the dark- 
squared bishop to enter the important c5-square), and on occasion White can play 2e3 attacking the 
queen or c4-c5. Nicolas Rossolimo, famous for his creative developments in the Sicilian defense, was 
the ffirst to play this way, against Milic in Paris in 1950. His name is a well-known variation in the 
Sicilian Defense (with 3.2b5) and even nowadays, many strong players are still playing it. 


7...2e5! 


As in the previous chapter, this move is very strong. Black attacks the weak c4-pawn and a critical 
position arises. In practice there are different possibilities. 


8.292!? 


Somewhat risky, but the pawn sacrifice is possible. Alternatively; 


A) 8.c5?! An altogether too optimistic pawn sacrifice. 8...2xc5 9.Axc5 Wxc5 10.222 d5 11.0-0 0-0 
12.225 2d7 13.2xf6 exf6 14.8cl Yb6 15.W/d2 Sac8F Black has an extra pawn, and White has to 
prove his compensation. 


B) 8.4\d2? This move is extremely bad due to its awkwardness. 8...2c5! 9.e3 [9.Ade4 Axe4 


516 


10.Axe4 264+ 11.2d2 Axc4 12.222. Simplest now is 12...Axd2! 13.Axd2 0-0 14.0-0 d5 15.e4 
%{d8—+ when the bishohp pair and an extra pawn give Black excellent winning chances.] 9...%c6! 
10.&¢1 [10.e4?? leads to even more significant problems in view of the simple 10...®eg4—+ when 
White has no way to defend f2.] 10...0-0 11.2g2 Wc7 12.We2 d5! 


a 


Position after: 12...d5! 


Since White is behind in development, Black can sacrifice a pawn. It is obvious that taking on d5 1s 
quite risky, so White continues to finish his development. 13.b3 Ed8 14.0b5 Wb8 15.2a3 2xa3 
16.Axa3 Wd6 17.Ab5 Wb6 18.4d4 2d7+. White’s king is clearly uncomfortable either in the 
center, or on the queenside if White decides to castle. Black’s position is better, his pieces are better 
located, and White’s position lacks harmony. 


C) 8.83? An extremely unfortunate move. Judging by my database, it has been used 6 times and it 
is not surprising that Black celebrated victory in all 6 games! 8...W%c6! 9.291 Axc4 10.222 Axe3 
11.fxe3 Wb6 12.%d3 d5 13.0-0-0 
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Position after: 13.0-0-0 


Black is lagging behind in development, but this is not enough to count on an advantage, since 
Black has no weaknesses and his position is solid. Here he can once again “break” the opening rules 
— playing a second time with a developed piece — 13...g4! But this move is justified by the fact 
that Black attacks the e3-square, which is inconvenient to defend. 14.%/b5+ Wxb5 15.Axb5 ®e7—-+ 
White has a spoiled pawn structure and is one pawn down. Black, on the other hand, must gradually 
develop his pieces to establish harmony when their position will be overwhelming. 


8...Axc4 


Position after: 8... Axc4 


9.0-0 


9.e4 2b4! Now White needs to reckon with ...2xc3. This is a subtle moment in which an important 
decision needs to be made. 


A) 10.0-0 0-0 


Position after: 10...0-0 
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Al) 11.2g5?! Axb2 12.Wc2 Wc4 13.0a4 Wb5 14.2xf6 gxf6 15.Ad4 Wa6 16.8fcl Ae5+ Black has 
two extra pawns, and if he can also develop his light-squared bishop in some way, then he will 
have a decisive advantage. 


A2) 11.We2 This move is not the strongest continuation in my opinion. All this was seen in the 
first game of the variation with 7.2b3 Rossolimo, N — Milic, B Paris 1950, 1-0 (44). Now Black 
should have played 11...2xc3!N 12.¥/xc4 [12.bxc3 We7 13.225 d6 14.2xf6 gxf6 15.Bfd1 e5F 
Black is somewhat better as the knight on c4 is dominant and the c3-pawn is also weak.] 12...2e5 
13.2e3 Wd8 14.8ad1 d5¥ Black has some pressure, and at the moment he has an extra pawn. 


B) 10.%c2! In my opinion, this is an exact decision; White should no longer be afraid of ...2xc3, 
since he can now capture with his queen without violating the integrity of his pawn structure. Now 
the most natural continuation seems to be 10...0-0 11.0-0 h6 12.2d1 d6 13.We2 Ae5 14.23 Wab 
15.W4xa6 bxa6= 
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Position after: 15...bxa6= 


Black’s extra pawn in this position does not give him an advantage as White has enough 
compensation for equality. 


9...2e7 10.e4 


10.%%c2 0-0 11.e4 d6 White is wasting time because he could have put the queen on e2 by playing e2- 
e4 immediately, without wasting time on 10.W/c2. Now 12.We2 Wb4 13.8d1 e5 and the weakening of 
the e5-square is not so scary, it is much more important to bring out the light-squared bishop. Here, 
the most accurate solution is 14.-- 14...Ab6 15.2d2 Wic4 16.Wel 224 17.kdcl We6F Black’s extra 
pawn offers good reason to prefer the second side. 
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10...d6 11.We2 Wa6 
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Position after: 11...Wa6 
12.Ad4! 


This particular move, in my opinion, is the best. White improves the position of the knight and wants 
to drive the knight from c4. 


12.4d1 2d7 13.2f1 [Risky and more aggressive is 13.e5 dxe5 14.295 &c8 15.2f1 Wc6 16.2acl b5 
17.Axb5 Wxb5 18.Ad2 0-0 19.Axc4 e4 20.2xf6 &xf6 21.b3 Bfd8 22.Wxe4 2c6F Black’s two bishops 
may have an impact in the future.] 13...2c8 14.2d4 De5S 15.Wxa6 bxa6 16.2g2 Ac6 17.Rdl a5 
18.2b5 2b8 19.£3 
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Position after: 19.f3 


Now I recommend: 


19...Ab4! 20.2xd7+ &xd7 21.Axa5 Bhc8 22.Ab3 Ae8 23.4 f5 24.exf5 exf5 25.2d2 2f6F Black 
pieces are much more active. White needs to watch the knight jumps to c2 and d3, and the black 
bishop on f6 is much more active than the passive counterpart on d2. 


12...2.d7 13.b3 Wa5 14.bxc4 Wxc3 15.8b2 Was 


At this critical moment, White played too slowly. 
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Position after: 15...Wa5 
16.a4?! 


16.2b5! With the threat of Axd6 16...e5 [On 16...0-0 there is a concrete solution to White’s 
problems: 17.4\xd6= and White equalizes the position in view of the active pieces.] 17.&fd1 0-0 
18.Axd6 224 19.263 Be6oo with a complex game. 


16...0-0 17.2.3 e5 18.Af5 


18.4b5?! in view of 18...2fd8 And if 19.2\xd6? then 19...2xd6 20.2xd6 224 21.3 &2xf3 22.2xf3 
&xd6—+ White’s position is lost. 


18...2xf5 19.exf5 Zab8 20.2cl Bfe8 21.2e3 e4F 
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Position after: 21...e4F 
White’s two bishops do not provide sufficient compensation for equality. 
( g) 7.Ab3 De5 8.e4 2b4 9.We2 dé 10.-- & 10.2d2 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.Af3!? exd4! 4.0xd4 e6! 5.Ac3! Ac6! 6.g3 Wb6! 7.b3!? De5! 8.e4 
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Position after: 8.e4 


With this move White wants to solve several problems - he defends the c4-pawn, and wants to test 
Black’s pieces by playing further: 2e3 and f2-f4. 


8...2b4! 9.We2!? 


The most popular move. White is not afraid if Black spoils the pawn structure on the queenside, and 
from here the queen also protects the e4-pawn and takes control of the e3- and f3-squares. White’s 
plan includes: f2-f4 and &e3 pushing back the black pieces. 


9.c5!? &xc5 10.Axc5 Wxc5 


A) 11.2e3 I now recommend an improvement on existing theory with 11...W%b4!N 
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Position after: 11...W4b4!N 
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Attacking the pawns at b2 and e4. 12.4b3 Af3+ 13.2d1 Wd6+ 14.8cl AedSz A highly complicated 
position has arisen, with mutual chances, but I would take Black due to the better king. 

B) 11.f4 Ac6 12.e5 Ad5 13.Axd5?! [The lesser of evils was 13.2d2!? 0-0 14.Ab5 6 15.Sc1 Wb6 
16.exf6 &xf6+ However, even here Black has a better position due to an extra pawn and White’s 
king being exposed.] 13...exd5 14.2d2 d6 15.8cl Wd4 16.292 dxe5 17.2c3 We3+ 18.We2 


Position after: 18.e2 
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Now the cleanest finish is 18...Wxcl+! 19.f2 &¢4! 20.4%d3 Ab4! 21.8%b5+ 2d7 22.Bxcl 2xb5 
23.2xb4 e4—+ with a decisive advantage. 


9...d6! 


With this move, Black takes important control over the e5-square, and also gives an outlet to the 
light-squared bishop. 
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Position after: 9...d6! 
10.2d2!? 


With this move, White prevents the doubling of the pawns and prepares long castling. 


A) 10.2¢3?! Here White has terrible statistics — Black has won 8 games and lost only one according 
to the database. After 10...2xc3+! 11.bxc3 Wce7 12.f4 Aed7! 13.2g2 e5! 14.0-0 the strongest and 
most natural continuation is 14...b6!N 15.8fd1 0-0 16.4%d3 Ae8 17.4\d2 2a6F Black is better, with 
pressure on the weak doubled pawns along the c-file. 


B) 10.222?! Black immediately draws White’s attention to the weak c4-pawn by playing 10...W/c7! 
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Position after: 10...4c7! 


B1) 11.0-0 &xc3! 12.bxc3 Wxc4 13.Wd1 Wc7 14.225 Good here is 14...Ac4! 


B1.1) 15.2xf6 is not dangerous in view of 15...¢xf6 16.2b1 “&e7F Black has an extra pawn, and 
his king in the center is well-protected behind the pawn shield. Black can play ...h7-h5-h4, and it 
is worth noting that in future the weakness of the a2- and c3-pawns may play a role. 


B1.2) 15.Bel Ad7 16.4d4 h6 17.2cl1 0-0F Black’s extra pawn and a strong knight on c4 offers 
them the better chances. 


B2) 11.Ad2 2d7 12.0-0?! [12.£4!? was some what better. For example: 12...Ag6 13.0-0 h5t But 
even here Black has an initiative, as on occasion he is ready to ram ...h5-h4, while White needs to 
keep an eye on his weak c4-pawn.] 12...2c8 13.0b5 2xb5 14.cxb5 Wc2 
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Position after: 14...Wc2 


15.Wd1 Wxd1 16.8xd1 &c5 17.Ab3 2b6 18.h3 Hc4 19.2xd6 Axe4 20.2xe4 Exe4 21.2f1 Bb4 
22.2d2 &xb5+ Black’s extra pawn gives him winning chances, something he managed to do in 
Priehoda, V (2294) — Szeberenyi, A (2370) Budapest 2020, 0-1 (34). 


10...0-0 


Here we see a divergence of approaches, with White having several ways to continue. 
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Position after: 10...0-0 
11.0-0-0 


The consequential move and the most aggressive. 
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Position after: 11.0-0-0 


A) 11.f4 Acé6 (See 10.4). 
B) 11.2g2!? a5! 12.f4 Ac6 
B1) 13.8c1?! a4! 14.23 Wd8 15.Ad2 a3 16.b3 
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Position after: 16.b3 


Here Black has the logical central thrust 16...d5! and after 17.cxd5 exd5 18.Axd5 @xd5 19.exd5 
ANe7 20.Wd3 2e6 21.2f2 Axd5F a very small advantage resides on Black’s side because White’s 
dark-squared bishop is passive. Also, it is just as important that the a2-pawn will be weak in some 
variations, for example, after the restructuring with ...2e7, and ...@\b4. 


B2) 13.23 Wc7 14.0-0 2xc3! 15.bxc3 a4 16.Ad4 a5 17.c5! Wxc5 
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Position after: 17...Wixc5 
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18.8fd1?! [The right move here is 18.Axe6! Wic4 19.Wxc4 Axc4 20.Ac7 Axe3 21.Axa8 Axfl 
22.2xfl 2e62 with chances for both sides.] 18...&%c4 19.43 Now Black has the powerful 19...e5! 
20.Af5 2xf5 21.exf5 e4 22.W2 Wc6 23.2d4 d5+ when the extra and protected passed e-pawn 
provides Black with better play. 


11...a5!? 12.f4 Ac6 13.2¢3 ab 


Now threatening ...a5-a4. 


Position after: 13...Wa6 


14.a4! 
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Completely obstructing ...a5-a4 and ensuring the b5-square for the knight. 


Other continuations are clearly worse: 


A) 14.4d2?! a4 15.4b5 a3 16.b3 see. 14.Ab5 


B) 14.4b57! a4! 
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Position after: 14...a4! 


B1) 15.4c7?! axb3 16.Axa6 bxa2 17.%2c2 Bxa6 An amazing position. Black has only a knight and 
a pawn for a queen! However, the passed a2-pawn 1s very strong, and also the white king is in an 
unsafe position. 
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Position after: 17...8xa6 


18.292 e5 19.f5 Black wion very quickly in Gleizerov, E (2420) — Dvoirys, S (2520) Cheliabinsk 
1989, 0-1 (24). Here the strongest was 19...Ad7! 20.2al Ac5 21.2hd1 [21.b3 does not save White 
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after 21...2d7 22.%b2 2fa8 23.2hd1 and now a beautiful blow follows: 23...Axb3! 24.2xb3 Ba3+ 
25.&c2 2c3—+ White is helpless against the threats of ...Ab4 and ...2a1.] 21...2d7 22.¢4 Ad4+! 
23.2xd4 2a4+! 
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Position after: 23...2a4+! 


24.b3 &xb3+ 25.&2b2 &xd1 26.Wxd1 exd4 27.Wxd4 Wa4t 28.%%b3 2c3—+ and Black wins. 
B2) 15.43d4? @xd4 16.2xd4 e5—+ with the further ...2¢4 and Black has a decisive advantage. 
B3) 15.4d2 This move is the least of the evils. 15...a3 16.b3 
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Position after: 16.b3 


Now Black can develop an attack by 16...2d7!N 
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Position after: 16...2.d7!N 


B3.1) 17.4c7? Wa5 18.2xa8 &c5! Mate in two moves is threatened. 19.Ab1 @xe4 20.2xc5 
&\xc5 The knight on a8 is not going anywhere. 21.W%e3 [21.2xd6 Axb3+! 22.d1 Abd4 23.Wd2 
Wxa8 24.8xd7 Wc8 25.2d6 Wb8 26.2d7 b5—+ Black’s attack develops by itself; the white king is 
positioned extremely poorly and the white pieces also lack harmony] 21...Ab4 22.4\c3 Exa8 
23.Exd6 Axb3+ 24.b1 AcS—+ 
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Position after: 24...0c5—+ 


Black has a decisive advantage. They can take their time to develop their attack by gradually 
strengthening their pieces. For example, 25.2g2 can be met very strongly by 25...e5! with the 
idea of ...&£5. Now there is nothing better than 26.2xd7 [26.W/xe5 loses immediately due to 
26...Abd3—+ when White is forced to give up the queen in order to somehow prolong resistance, 
which of course makes no sense.] 26...4.xd7—+ Black has an extra pawn with a strong attack, and 
White’s position simply does not hold. 


B3.2) 17.24 d5! 18.e5 Ae8 19.Ae4 Bc8 20.Lb1 Ae7 21.Aa7 Bc7 22.Ab5 
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Position after: 22. Ab5 


Black can repeat the position, but it is better to play to win with 22...2c6! 23.Axc7 @xc7 24.cxd5 
Wxe2 25.2xe2 Acxd5 26.2d2 &xd2 27.2xd2 Ag6F Black is a little better, since the f4- and e4- 
pawns are weak, while the minor pieces are developed more actively. White’s rooks do not have 
the opportunity to develop activity, so Black is better. 


C) 14.4a4? e5! 15.£5 2d7 It turns out that the knight on a4 is bad 
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Position after: 15...8d7 


16.Wc2 [White loses immediately on 16.a3? Ad4! 17.Axd4 exd4 18.2xd4 2xa4—+ with material 
losses] 16...Ae7 17.Ab6 a4! 18.2)xa8?! [18.Ad2 was a bit better, but after 18...a3 19.63 Sad8 20.h3 
Wa5+ White has weak dark squares, so therefore stands worse.] 18...2xa8 19.Ad2 a3 20.b3 


Position after: 20.b3 


20...&c8 21.225 b5S 22.2xf6 exf6 23.2b1 Wb7 24.243 Ac6 25.03 Da5 26.Hal bxc4 27.bxc4 Ba4 
28.Wcl d5!- In this position, White resigned due to the many threats in Marin, M (2556) — Almasi, 
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Z (2672) Bled 2002, 0-1 (28). 


14...e5 15.Ad5 Axd5 16.cxd5 Wxe2 17.2xe2 
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Position after: 17. 2xe2 
Here I suggest the following improvement... 
17...exf4!N 18.gxf4 Ae7 19.24 f5! 20.e5 dxe5 21.fxe5 Axd5! 22.2c4 2e6! 23.2d2 


23.Axe6?! Axe3 24.Axf8+ Yxf8 25.Rd4 Bc5 26.2h4 h6 27.2b3 He8 28.c6 Le7 29.h¢1 f6F Black 
has more than enough compensation for the exchange, with active pieces. 


23...2ac8 24.b3 
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Position after: 24.b3 

24...Ab6! 25.Axe6 Axc4 26.bxc4 Bxc4+ 27.Lb1 Be8 28.Ag5 Bxe5= 

In this irrational position, Black has three pawns for the piece and all his pieces are active. 

(h) 7.Ab3 DeS 8.e4 2b49.We2d6 10.4 AHI ssssis—sSCS*S 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.£3!? exd4! 4.Axd4 e6! 5.Ac3! Ac6! 6.23 Yb6! 7.Ab3!? De5! 8.e4 Bb4! 
9.We2!? d6! 10.f4 


Position after: 10.f4 


The most popular move. White drives the knight out of the center and seizes space, and in the future 
may think about pushing e4-e5. 


10...Ac6! 


From here the knight can, on occasion, jump to d4 or even move to a5 in some variations, attacking 
the c4-pawn. 


Y iC Z 
ae me 


a ea 


Position after: 10...@®c6! 
11.2d2!? 


This is a prophylactic move directed against ...&xc3, while White can also take the king to the 
queenside. 


11.2g2?! It seems that there is nothing wrong with this move, but the fact is that in some variations 
the bishop is better off on f1, because from there it can defend the king. 11...e5! 
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Position after: 11...e5! 


A) 12.2¢3 Ad4 13.83 Ac2+! 14.2d2 Axe3 15.Wxe3 2xc3+ 16.bxc3 
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Position after: 16.bxc3 


Now 16...%c6! 17.2hd1 0-0 18.%cl &¢4F and Black is clearly better. White’s king is not reliably 
located on the queenside, and the doubled pawns on the c-file are also very weak. 


B) 12.f5 2d7 13.2d2 Here Black has the strong 13...Ad4!N 14.Wd3 &c8 15.&cl Preventing any 
jumps of the knight on c2. 15...0-0 
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Position after: 15...0-0 


B1) 16.2¢3 g4! 17.2¢1 [After 17.2xd4 exd4 18.Wxd4 there is the important move 18...!%a6! 
19.0-0 &xc4—+ when Black has two powerful bishops and very active pieces, giving him a great 
advantage.] 17...!%a6! 18.0xd4 exd4 19.2xd4 &xc4—+ Black is ahead of White in development and 
has a big advantage. In this variation, you can see how unsuccessful the bishop is on g2. 


B2) 16.h3 Efe8! A very strong move, the idea of which is that if White tries to get rid of the strong 
knight on d4, then Black will take the e4-pawn and the rook on e8 will join the game. 17.g¢4 h6 
18.h4 Axg4 19.45 [If 19.493 then 19...h5+ when Black has strengthened his knight and is in a 
clearly better position.] 19...2xd2+ 20.&xd2 Wa6 21.Axd4 exd4 22.Wxd4 AeSF The strong knight 
on e5 and the weakness of the a2-, c4- and e4-pawns give Black better chances. 


11...0-0 
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Position after: 11...0-0 
12.0-0-0! 


12.2927! e5! 
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Position after: 12...e5! 


A) 13.0-0-0 leads to already-considered positions (See 12.0-0-0). 
B) 13.4d5 @xd5 14.cxd5 2xd2+ 15.W/xd2 @b4! This is where the problem of the position of the 
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bishop on g2 becomes clear. White has several options, but none of them solve the inherent 
problems. 
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Position after: 15... b4! 


B1) 16.fxe5? is met by 16...2g4! and White is already helpless! On 17.a3 [Or 17.h3 @c2+ 
18.Wixc2 We3+ 19.2f1 £5—+ winning.] 17...Ac2+! 18.W%xc2 We3+ 19.ef1 £5! White surrendered in 
Calens, D (2108) — Real de Azua, E (2420) Buenos Aires 2010, 0-1. 


B2) 16.a3 @xd5!! 17.exd5 Ze8! 
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Position after: 17...&e8! 


Black develops a terrible attack on the white king. 18.Acl exf4+ 19.&f1 Now the most powerful 
way forward is by 19...2e3! 20.gxf4 2d7 21.a4 Rae8—> and Black’s attack is decisive. 


C) 13.Ab5 This move was chosen by the legendary positional player, Lajos Portisch: After 13...exf4 
14.gxf4 Be8 15.2xb4 “xb4 16.0-0-0 [There is no time for 16.a3 due to 16...82¢4 17.Wd2 Axe4—t+ 
and White’s position is falling apart.] The great Hungarian went on to defeat his fellow countryman 
in Portisch, L (2610) — Sax, G (2610) Brussels 1988, 1-0 (42). But exactly here Black missed a great 
moment to strike. 16...d5!N 


Position after: 16...d5!N 
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C1) If 17.cxd5 then 17...2¢4! 18.Wfl [On 18.2f3 there is a tactic 18...2xe4! 19.Wfl Sxf4—+ 
winning for Black.] 18...&xd1 19.&xd1 @xe4—+ and White’s position is hopeless. 


C2) 17.W%/d2 Axa2+! Black is not afraid to lose the knight. 18.&b1 dxc4 19.43d4 c3! 20.Wc2 
[20.bxc3 a6 21.Wxa2 2g4—+ Black will win back the knight with a large advantage, since he 
retains an extra pawn, and the white king is also vulnerable.] 20...2d7 21.Wb3 Bac8! 22.%exa2 c2! 
23.81 a6 24.2xc2 Bxc2 25.W4xc2 axb5—+ Black has an extra pawn plus an attack on the white 


king. 


12...e5 


544 


Position after: 12...e5 
13.f5 


13.292?! White lost quickly after this move in Roeder, M (2411) — Mozharov, M (2564) Pardubice 
2015, 0-1 (23). Here it was worth throwing in 13...a5!N With the idea of ...a5-a4 14.0b5 [14.0a4 
Wa6 15.2b1 2d7 16.8e3 Ad4! 


= 


Position after: 16...d4! 
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The knight on a4 gets hit. 17.fxe5 dxe5 18.Abce5 Wic6 19.Axd7 @xd7 20.0c3 Ab6t Black has an 
unpleasant queenside initiative.] 14...a4 15.0al 294 16.2f3 2xf3 17.Wixf3 We5 18.We2 2xd2+ 
19.&xd2 Efe8! 
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Position after: 19...&fes! 


A strong sidestep, the idea of which 1s to play ...exf4 when the rook will put pressure on the weak e4- 
pawn. 20.fxe5 [20.4xd6? leads to big problems after 20...2e6! 21.fxe5 Wxe5 22.2hd1 a3 23.Ab3 
axb2+ 24.2b1 Bxd6! 25.&xd6 “xe4—+ and White cannot defend the c3-square and the d6-rook at the 
same time.] 20...2xe5 21.0xd6 @d4 22.Wf2 Wxd6 23.axd4 We6 24.&hd1 He8+ The e4-pawn is about 
to be destroyed, the c4-pawn is a weakness, and the white king does not feel completely safe on the 
queenside. On the contrary, the black king is not in danger and Black stands clearly better. 


13...a5!? 
This move leads to puzzling complications. 
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Position after: 14...W8d8 


14...W%/a6?! is not advisable, e.g. 15.0d5 Axd5 16.cxd5+ when White has an advantage in space, and 
can play a3 attacking the b4-bishop, which is now feeling uncomfortable on the queenside. 


15.4a4? 


A serious mistake after which White gets into a bad position. 


15.0d5! a4 16.Aal @xe4!? This leads to a very complex position. 17.%g2 a3! 18.Wxe4 axb2+ 
19.2xb2 Wa5 20.Ac2 Wxa2+ 21.2cl 2d700 A complex position has arisen in which Black’s chances 
are not worse. For a piece, Black has two pawns and an attack on the exposed white king. 


15...2d7! 16.2b6 


Or 16.@b6 a4 17.Ad2 a3 18.b3 Ad4 19.2xd4 exd4 20.%)xa8 Wxa8—+ Despite being the exchange 
down, Black has a decisive advantage due to the weakness of the black squares and the weak white 
king coming under attack. 


16...%e8 17.23 De7! 
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Position after: 17...@e7! 

Pointing to the mistake of the 15th move, the knight on a4 comes under attack. 
18.axb4 2xa4 19.Axa5 Ac8 20.2e3 &xd1 21.W%xd1 b6 22.Ab3 Wa4—t+ 
Black has an extra exchange and an attack and should therefore win. 


( i) 7.Ab3 De5 8.e4 2b4 9.We2 dé 10.f4 Ac6! 11.2¢3 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.Af3!? exd4! 4.0xd4 e6! 5.Ac3! Ac6! 6.g3 Wb6! 7.Ab3!? AeS! 8.e4 Bb4! 
9.We2!? d6! 10.f4 Ac6! 11.2e3 
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Position after: 11.8e3 


The most natural move; White develops the bishop and attacks the queen. On occasion, White will 
play c4-cS. 


11...2xc3+! 


It is better for Black to immediately spoil the pawn structure in order to put pressure on the weak 
doubled pawns in the future. 


12.bxc3 We7 13.222 


The most natural and logical continuation. Others are worse; 


A) 13.e5?! dxe5 14.fxe5 Wxe5 15.2g¢2 0-0 16.0-0 Ag4 17.hael Axe3 18.Yxe3 We7 19.Ad4 De7 
20.2\b3 Yxc4+ Black has two extra pawns, and if he can still establish harmony on the queenside, 
somehow solving the problem of the development of the light-squared bishop, then he will have a 
decisive advantage. 


B) 13.W%/d3?! 0-0 14.c5 Bd8 15.cxd6 Exd6 
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Position after: 15...2xd6 


Here it is felt that White is behind in development. 16.2d4 @xd4 17.cxd4 &c6 18.292 &c3 19.Wd1 
Black went on to draw against his much-higher-rated opponent in Froewis, G (2439) — Rieger, R 
(2291) Graz 2017, 2-2 (70). Now it was logical to solve the “employment” of the light-squared 
bishop by 19...b6! 20.0-0 2b7 21.2e1 &c8 22.2h1 h5F Black has better control over the board. 
They have control on the queenside - total control over the c-file, while on the kingside there are 


ideas for attacking the white king - ...Ag4 or ramming with the ...h5-h4 pawn. 
13...e5! 


I think this is the strongest continuation. Black is in no hurry to castle because in some variations, 
depending on White’s actions, Black can evacuate the king to the queenside as well. With ...e5 he 
performs several tasks: a) The way is opened for the light-squared bishop; b) White forfeits the move 
e4-e5 and the e4-pawn becomes weak, besides which, the bishop on g2 becomes passive. 
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Position after: 13...e5! 


13...0-0 For example, if Black starts with this move: 14.4d1 e5?! Here this idea is clearly 
unsuccessful due to 15.f5! b6 16.g4+ Since the black king is on the kingside, the pawn storm on the 
kingside increases in power. 


14.c5! 


Getting rid of the forward weak c-pawn and fighting for the dark squares. Other moves are worse, 
since Black mainly plays ...b6, stopping c4-c5, and then plays against the c4-pawn. For example: 


A) 14.0-0 b6! Now Black starts working against the c4-pawn. 
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Position after: 14...b6! 


Al) 15.f5 2a6 16.4 Ad8 17.Ad2 h6 18.2f2 Ab7 19.h4 
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Position after: 19.h4 


Now Black has the consistent 19...2\a5! 20.¢5 hxg5 21.hxg5 Ad7 22.2f1 0-0-0F White’s attack 
has come to a standstill, and the movement of the pawns has only led to a weakening of the white 
king’s flank, where the white king is located. Moreover, Black has the most unpleasant pressure on 
the c4-pawn. 
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A2) 15.fxe5 Axe5 16.225 This is followed by an almost forced variation: 16...2¢4 17.Wf2 Afd7 
18.Ad4 0-0 19.Ab5 Wc6 20.2e7 Bfe8 21.2xd6 a6 22.2xe5 AxeS 23.0d4 Wxc44 Black has the 
stronger pieces and the better pawn structure for no compensation. 
B) 14.£5 b6! Obstructing c4-c5. 15.¢4 h6 16.h4 2a6 17.25 hxg5 18.hxg5 &xhl+ 19.2xhl Ad7 20.0- 
0-0 
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Position after: 20.0-0-0 


Logical here is 20...0-0-0! 21.213 2h8 22.Wd3 Ad8 23.Wixd6 Wxd6 24.2xd6 &xc4F Black’s chances 
are slightly higher because he has a better pawn structure, and White’s two bishops are not strong 
here, since they are limited by pawns. 


14...dxc5 
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Position after: 14...dxc5 
15.2xc5 


15.0xc5?! b6 
A) 16.4\a6 2xa6 17.Yxa6 0-0 18.0-0 
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Position after: 18.0-0 


I like the continuation 18...0a5! 19.fxe5 Ag4 20.2d4 Axe5 21.We2 Aac4F A rare case when two 
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knights are stronger than two bishops; the fact is that the bishops do not have much room. The light- 
squared bishop rests on the e4-pawn, and although White has a strong bishop on d4, from a long- 
term perspective, the c3- and e4-pawns are excellent targets for attack. 


B) 16.2b3 0-0 17.0-0 At this moment Black can play the tricky 17...2g4! 


Position after: 17...2¢4! 
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18.Wf2 2e6 19.We2 Ad8 20.Ad2 Wxc3 21.8fel Wa3 22.f5 Hc8!F White’s compensation is not 


enough for the lost pawn. 


15...2¢4 16.We3 Ad7 17.f5! 
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Position after: 17.f5! 


This is a strong move. White relieves stress from the f4 square, and now he doesn’t have to reckon 
with ...exf4? It also cuts the light-squared bishop from the game, so Black will have to spend several 
moves to include it in play. 


17.2a3 Though never before tried in practice, we can continue with: 17...ab6 18.!%c5 0-0-0 19.0-0 
&b8 20.£f2 £67 In this position, the two bishops have no strength, while Black plans to push ...h5-h4 
with the initiative. 


17...f6 18.2a3 Aad 19.Axa5 Wxa5 20.2b4 Wad 21.h3 a5 22.2d6 c6 23.hxe4 Wxd6 24.2b1 


Here Black has several roughly equivalent continuations. On the whole, Black has an initiative, but as 
the analysis shows, White maintains the equilibrium with precise play. 


24...0-0!? 
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Position after: 24...0-0!? 
25.Wd2! 


White is better off striving for the exchange of queens, but we can consider alternatives; 


25.2xb7 Wic6 26.2b2 Sfc8 27.2c2 [27.0-0 Wxc3 28.Wxc3 Exc3F The knight is clearly stronger than 
the bishop, while the e4- and g3-pawns are weak.] 27...2ab8 28.0-0 “b6 29.c4 
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Position after: 29.c4 


997 


It is better for White to give up the extra pawn in order to give the pieces more space. 29...@)xc4 
30.Wi2 Wb6 31.Y%xb6 @xb6 32.2fcl Hxc2 33.2xc2 Hc8F The knight is somewhat stronger than the 
bishop in this endgame. 


25...Wixd2+ 26.exd2 Bfd8 


eeeee 


Seceete 


facee 


Oe 


LEY, GY YE 
bcdefgh 


= © @ we an a4 oo 


Position after: 26...&fd8 
Below I will give a long illustrative version of how the game might end. 


27.2f1 Bac8 28.%c2 h6 29.2b5 &f8 30.8xd7 2xd7 31.2hd1 &xd1 32.2xd1 8c4 33.3 b5 34.2b1 
ae5 
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Position after: 34...&c5 


35.a4 bxa4 36.8al %e7 37.2xa4 &d6 38.c4 &c6 39.2al &b6 40.2b1+ &c7 41.2b5 Bxb5 42.cxb5 
2b6 43.%c4 a4 44.hb4 a3 45.hxa3 &xb5 46.2b3 &c5 47.%c3 LbS 48.%2b3= with a draw. 


Conclusions 

We have considered various rare moves after the main 6.3 W/b6! The move 7.“c2 is relatively not 
bad, as it prepares the b2-b4 advance. I recommend answering it by 7...d5! with active play. Many 
strong players have played 7.4f3 which looks like a waste of time. Black again responds with 7...d5 
looking for an open position, and although analysis shows that White maintains equality with precise 
play, Black clearly has the initiative. 


As the main line among these, we considered the dubious continuation 7.e3 when White strengthens 
the knight on d4, but voluntarily makes his dark-squared bishop passive. Here I recommend playing 
7...2b4! 8.292 and now the very strong 8...4e5 attacking the c4-pawn, which is inconvenient for 
White to defend. Usually White simply sacrifices the pawn and tries to get compensation due to better 
development, but as the reader will hopefully be convinced, the analysis here shows that this is not 
enough to equalize, and Black’s chances remain slightly better 


We have also considered the positions after 7.Adb5. For this continuation, I recommend playing 
7...\e5! attacking the c4-pawn. Usually White sacrifices this pawn for the sake of quick development 
and the creation of the initiative after 8.2¢2. Black should not immediately capture the pawn — it is 
better to play 8...a6! Then a critical position arises, with some strong grandmasters playing 9.2\a4 !? 
and White sacrifices the c4-pawn, or even the more modest 9.%\a3 !?, but the most popular move is 
9.a4 !? as from here the queen defends the c4-pawn. Important knowledge is still required for 
Black! 
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Then, have considered the most popular lines that appear after 7.2\b3!?. From there, the knight 
controls the c5-square, preventing the dark-squared bishop from getting there, while sometimes White 
has the c4-c5 option. For this continuation, I recommend playing 7...4e5! attacking the weak c4- 
pawn. White can sacrifice it, but the main move is 8.e4 followed by 8...b4! We must be prepared for 
the fact that in some variations we threaten to spoil the pawn structure after ...2xc3. White has many 
possibilities and it is better for the reader to carefully study the intricacies of White’s different ideas! 
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Part III 
2.Af3 c5 3.d5 The Anti-Benko 


Chapter 7 
Various 4th Moves 


1.44 Af6 2.0f3 c5 3.d5 b5 4.-- 
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Chapter Guide 


Chapter 7 — Various 4th moves 


1.d4 @f6 2.43 c5 3.d5 b5 
a) 4.-- 

b) 4.e3 & 4.e4 

c) 4.g3 

d) 4.a4 


( a) 4.-- 


1.44 Af6 2.0f3 c5 3.d5 


This move order is often tried by players who want to avoid the Benoni, the Benko Gambit, or even 
the Budapest Gambit (2.c4 e5). 


3...b5! 
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You can play what you want, but we will still play the Benko Gambit! White can still play 4.c4 which 
will lead us to the last part of this book. If White does not play this way, then Black is ready to play 
against the d5-pawn with ...2b7 and ...e6. White has a lot of moves, the main one being 4.2.25, which 
we will see in the next chapter. 
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Position after: 3...b5! 
4.23 


A) 4.63 Wa5+! 5.2d2 b4 6.c4 96 7.04 297 8.2a2 0-0 9.e3 Here it is a good idea to hit the center with 
9...c6!N 
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Position after: 9...e6!N 


10.2cl1 [10.dxe6 dxe6 11.2e2 Rd8 12.0-0 Wc7 13.Wel e5—+ White has big problems: he does not 
have enough space and the knight on b1 can’t easily enter the game.] 10...ae4 11.2d3 [Worse is 
11.2b2? @c3! 12.2xc3 bxc3 13.&c2 Aa6—+ and the knight goes to b4 with decisive effect. ] 
11...0c3 12.Axc3 bxc3 13.0-0 exd5 14.cxd5 Aa6F Black has a strong defended passed pawn on c3 
and the knight will go to b4. 


B) 4.c3!? leads to an interesting game after 4...2b7 5.e4 a6 6.23 e6! 7.0-0 exd5 


Position after: 7...exd5 
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8.exd5 [Alternatively, 8.e5!2N 8...Ae4 9.Bel Ac6 10.Abd2 Axd2 11.2xd2 Be7 12.We2 Wb6 
13.225 h6 14.2xe7 @xe7 15.8ad1 Webco with mutual chances.] 8...2xd5 9.2g5 After 9...h6 
10.e1+ 2e6 11.2xf6 Wxf6 12.24 b4 13.cxb4 cxb4 
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Position after: 13...cxb4 


14.Abd2 @c6 15.2c4 Be7 16.Ae4 W4 17.8cl Bd8 18.2xa6 0-0co With complex play, but White 


certainly has no opening advantage. 


C) 4.2f4!1? Wa5+! 5.2d2 b4N 6.225 Wb6 
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Position after: 6...¥8b6 


.a3 but after 7...26 8.axb4 227 9.bxc5 Wxb2 10.2a3 Wb4+ 11.2d2 


7.Abd2 [White can also play 7 


Wc4 12.2c3 0-0 13.2d4 Wxd5o0 Black is ok.] 7...Axd5 8.e4 Ac7 9.2\c4 Me6 10.2d3 26 11.0-0 Ac6 
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12.8e3 2b70 With a complex position in which Black’s chances are no worse. 


D) 4.4a3!? a6 5.c4 Here I suggest the novelty 5...g6N 6.@d2 [6.cxb5?! 2b7 7.bxa6 &xd5 8.Ab1 
&\xa6 9.\c3 &b7F Black’s pieces are more active, and can look to advance his central pawns, 
capturing more space.] 6...d6 
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Position after: 6...d6 


Now 7.e4 b4 8.4c2 a5 9.2.d3 297 10.0-0 0-0 11.a3 Yb6 12.He3 Abd7 13.£4 e600 leads to unclear 
play. 


4...b4! 
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Position after: 4...b4! 


Now White has problems with the queen’s knight. It gets in the way, and Black has extra time to 
develop his pieces. 


5.4\a4 d6 6.b3 


A) 6.c4 is analysed elsewhere. 


B) 6.225?! leads to a worse position for White, with Black’s best appearing to be 6...2d7!N After 
7.c3 Wa5 8.b3 bxc3 9.2xf6 exf6 10.W%c2 
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Position after: 10.%c2 


10...2xa4 11.bxa4 g6 12.2b1 a6 13.2b3 297 14.Wxc3 Wxa4 15.We2 0-0 16.e3 Ad7 17.2c4 Hab8 
18.0-0 f5+ Black has an extra pawn and the active pieces give him better chances. 


6...26 7.2b2 227 8.e4 
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Position after: 8.e4 
There are several different possibilities in this position, but I suggest the following sequence... 


8...2d7!2N 9.2d3 &xa4 10.bxa4 0-0 11.0-0 Abd7 12.a3 Wce7 13.We2 Bfb8 14.226 bxa3 15.28xa3 
Eb600 


Black has a good position. 


(b) 4.e3 & 4.04 


1.44 Af6 2.0f3 c5 3.d5 b5! 4.e4!? 


This leads to interesting complications. 
4.e3 b4 


—— 
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Position after: 4...b4 


A) White also tried to play against the Black “hook” on the queenside with 5.a3 2b7 6.axb4 cxb4 


rT 


Position after: 6...cxb4 


7.2c4N [In practice only 7.e4?! has been seen, but after 7...Axe4 8.Wid4 Af6 9.2c4 e6 10.0-0 &2xd5 
11.2xd5 @Axd5 12.8xa7 @c6 13.2xa8 Wxa8 14.Wd3 Se7+ Black has a healthy extra pawn.] 7...a5 
8.0-0 e6 9.dxe6 fxe6 10.b3 2e7 11.2b2 0-0 12.Abd2 Hab 13.2d4 We7 14.25 Wb6co with mutual 
chances in a rather unclear position. 
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B) 5.c4 26 6.2d3 [6.b3 227 7.2b2 0-0 8.2d3 Now, after 8...e6 9.0-0 a5 10.h3 2b7 11.€4 d6 
12.@\bd2 e500 Black’s chances are at least as good.] 6...227 
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Position after: 6...227 


7.0-0 [7.e4 d6 8.0-0 0-0 9.Abd2 a5 10.8e1 a4 11.2b1 e500 Black is ready to develop an initiative on 
the kingside.] 7...d6 8.@bd2 0-0 9.el a5 10.a3 @bd7 11.e4 Se8 12.2a2 e6 13.63 DHS 14.4 f1 
&\e5o0 with unclear play in which Black’s chances look quite decent. 


4...2\xe4 
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Position after: 4...xe4 
5.203 


The most popular move and the choice of the strong Russian grandmaster, Alexandr Predke. 
However, there were other continuations; 


A) 5.2xb5? is just a blunder: 5...4a5+ 6.Afd2 Axd2 7.2xd2 Wxb5—+ 


B) 5.a4 has been tried in practice and I suggest the new move 5...b4N in this position. There are a lot 
of possible continuations and I offer one here for thought: 6.c3 g6 7.h4 297 8.h5 2b7 9.a5 Dab 
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Position after: 9...0a6 


10.h6 2f6 11.c4 0-0 12.2d3 Ad6 13.0-0 2h8 14.Se1 £5 15.Ag5 2f6F with slightly better prospects 
for Black. 


C) 5.8e2 a6 6.0-0 Here I like 6...d6N 7.a4 b4 with the further possible continuation 8.a5 Af6 9.c3 
bxc3 10.@xc3 g6 11.W/a4+ 


Position after: 11.4a4+ 


11...2d7 12.Wh4 224 13.8e1 2e7 14.0d2 Bxe2 15.8xe2 0-0 16.Ac4 Abd7 17.225 Sb8F Black has 
a slightly better position due to the extra pawn; although White has some compensation, it is not 
enough for equality. 


5...Wa5+! 


With this move Black violates the harmony of the white pieces. 


ara 
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Position after: 5...8a5+! 
6.Abd2 


A) 6.21?! Af6 7.c4 bxc4 8.2xc4 Now Black has 8...2a6!N 9.b3 e6 10.2g1 2b7 11.2d2 Wd8 
12.dxe6 fxe6+ Black has a more flexible pawn structure in the center and an extra pawn. 


B) 6.4c3!? &xc3 7.bxc3 In this difficult situation, the move I like most is 7...g6N After 8.d6 Wxc3+ 
9.2d2 Wf6 10.2¢e4 


Position after: 10. 2e4 


10...Ac6 11.dxe7 227 12.2b1 Wxe7 13.0-0 0-0 14.2e1 Wd6 15.8e3 Wxd1 16.Bexd1 a6 17.2d5 
2b7= White takes the c5-pawn next move and, thanks to his active pieces, has sufficient 
compensation for equality. 


6...Af6! 


Attacking the d5-pawn. 
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Position after: 6... @f6! 
7.0-0 


7.c4 Here I recommend 7...bxc4 8.2xc4 26 9.0-0 d6 10.Bel 2g7 11.We2 0-0 12.Wxe7 Wd8 13.Wxd8 
Bxd8 14.Ag5 Abd7 15.Ade4 Ab6 16.0xf6+ 2xf6 17.He4 
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Position after: 17.Ae4 


17...2g7 18.2b5 [18.225?! 6 19.Axf6+ &xf6 20.2xf6 Hf8 21.2e7 Axc4 22.2xf8 Lxf8F The two 
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minor pieces are stronger than the rook and pawn.] 18...2d7 19.2a6 2f5 20.295 2xb2 21.ad1 c4 
22.2xd8 Exd8F Black has more than enough compensation for the exchange due to holding the 
bishop pair and the strong passed pawn on c4. 


7...C4!N 
A strong novelty. 
8.2e4 


8.8e2 This is way too passive. After 8...2b7 9.a4 Axd5 10.b4 Wc7 11.axb5 Ab6 12.Bel e6 13.c3 Be7 
14.4\d4 0-0 15.23 d5¥ Black’s will soon look to advance the central pawns. 


8...d6 9.24 g6 10.Ad4 2d7 11.8e1 2¢7 12.23 0-0! 13.8xe7 Re8 14.8xe8+ Axe8 
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Position after: 14... Axe8 
15.c3 &xd4 16.cxd4 4a6 17.8a3 b4 18.8al Bc8oo 


Black stands no worse: he can create a passed pawn on the queenside while the a4-pawn and doubled 
pawns on the d-file are weak. 


( ¢) 4.g3 ) 
1.d4 Af6 2.4f3 c5 3.d5 b5! 


In practice, White has tried the immediate fianchetto... 
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Position after: 4.g3 
Usually this move is played by players with a low rating, as it does not pose any dangers for Black. 
4...26 5.2.g2 


A) 5.c4 bxc4 6.4c3 297 7.€4 d6 8.Ad2 0-0 9.Axc4 Black went on to win in Balkishan, A (2079) — 
Stupak, K (2506) New Delhi 2020, 0-1 (45). Here the most natural path of development seems to me 
9...bd7!27N 
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Position after: 9... bd7!?N 


White has a lot of possibilities and to analyze them all does not make sense, but as an illustrative 
variant I will give this: 10.Ae3 2b8 11.8e2 hS 12.0-0 Ae5 13.f4 Aeg4 14.Ac4 Ah7 15.92 Bd4 
16.£5 2a6F with slightly better play for Black. 


B) 5.a4 b4 6.292 297 7.0-0 d6 (See the main line 5.292). 


5...297 
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Position after: 5...227 
6.0-0 


We should also consider White’s attempts related to the push d5-d6. 


A) 6.d6 “Ac6 7.0-0 [7.Ae5 2b7 8.Axc6 2xc6 9.2xc6 dxc6 10.dxe7 Wxe7F with slightly better 
chances for Black due to better development.] 7...0-0 8.@\c3 Here Black has the promising 8...b4!N 
9.Ab5 De8 10.Wd5 exd6 11.Axd6 Axd6 12.Wixd6 b6 13.2d1 2a6F Black’s position is more 
active. 


B) 6.a4 b4 7.d6 [For 7.c4 d6 8.0-0 0-0 9.A\bd2 a5 see 4.a4] 7...2b7 8.Abd2 0-0 9.Ac4 In this 
position, the most logical continuation seems to me 9...Ac6 10.2e3 Ae4 11.0-0 e6 
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Position after: 11...e6 


Black has an excellent position. By way of illustrative example, the following variation is possible: 
12.Afd2 Axd2 13.Axd2 2xb2 14.2b1 297 15.2xc5 Wc8 16.2xb4 Axb4 17.2xb4 &xg2 18.xg2 
Wc5 19.Wib1 Yxd6F Black’s chances are slightly better due to having the better pawn structure. 


6...d6 


A critical position has arisen; White can play in different ways... 
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Position after: 6...d6 
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With the idea of playing e2-e4. We will consider some alternatives; 


A) 7.a4!? ‘Hooking’ on the queenside; White wants to get the c4-square for his pieces. 7...b4 8.4e1 
[For 8.c4 a5 9.@\bd2 0-0 see 4.a4] 8...0-0 9.e4 “bd7 10.Abd2 [10.c4 bxc3 11.Axc3 Ag4 12.8f1 
de5 13.0xe5 Axe5 14.h3 


Position after: 14.h3 
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Black now has the strong 14...c4!N 15.f4 Ad3 16.2xd3 cxd3 17.4xd3 2xh3F with slightly better 
play for Black due to the bishop pair advantage.] 10...2a6 11.2b1 Now I recommend 11...2e8!N 
12.b3 e6 13.dxe6 2xe6o0 Black has a very good position. 


B) 7.c4 bxc4 8.Afd2 0-0 9.Axc4 Abd7 
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Position after: 9...@bd7 


B1) 10.2d2!? Ab6 11.8a5 2a6 12.Aba3 After the proposed novelty 12...%b8N 13.b3 &xc4 
14.Axc4 Axc4 15.bxc4 Wb2 16.Wia4 Zab8 17.213 &b700 Black is no worse. They have control 
over the b-file, and White’s bishops are not dangerous. 


B2) 10.Ac3 2b8 11.&b1 2a6 12.Wa4 2xc4 13.Wxc4 


Position after: 13.xc4 


13...Wa5 14.2d2 De5 15.Wa4 Wxad 16.Axa4 Ac4 17.2e1 Ad7 18.b3 Aa3?t with an intiative for 
Black. The famous player behind the black pieces went on to win a long battle in Agdestein, S 
(2605) — Tal, M (2610) Aker Brygge 1989, 0-1 (73). 


C) 7.fd2!? An interesting move, the goal of which is to have the option of c2-c4 or e2-e4. 7...0-0 
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Position after: 7...0-0 


8.e4 Abd7 9.2e1l Ab6 10.Ac3 b4 11.4e2 a5 12.c4 Now Black should consider 12...bxc3 13.Axc3 
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2a6 14.a4 Afd7oo In practical play, I would choose Black’s side since he can use the d3-square by 
transferring the knight along the “\d7-e5-d3 route, or after playing ...c5-c4, Ad7-c5-d3. 


D) 7.2a3?! b4 8.Ac4 2b7 9.Afd2 2xd5 10.e4 2c6 11.Ab3 0-0 12.Aba5 [12.A0ca5 Afd7 13.a3 bxa3 
14.8xa3 a6F] 12...Afd7 13.0xc6 Axc6 14.e5 Adxe5 15.Axe5 Axe5 16.2xa8 Wxa8 17.3 Ac4+ 
With a knight and two pawns, Black has more than enough compensation for the exchange. 


7...Abd7 8.e4 
For 8.a4 b4 9.c4 bxc3 10.@xc3 0-0 11.e4 see 7.4. 
8...0-0 


In this position, White again has a few options. 
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Position after: 8...0-0 
9.\bd2 


A) 9.h3 Ab6 10.c3 a5 11.264 
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Position after: 11.24 


11...0h5 12.225 h6 13.2e3 Af6 14.Wic2 e62 Black gets excellent play because White’s center is 
vulnerable. 


B) 9.c3 Ag4 10.Abd2 2b8 11.Af1 AdeS 12.24 b4 13.Wc2 bxc3 14.bxc3 Wad 15.Axe5 Axed5F 
Black has slightly better play due to the fact that White’s c-pawn is weak and Black’s pieces are 
positioned superbly — the e5-knight in particular catches the eye. 


C) 9.Ah4 Ab6 10.c3 Now on 10...8e8 11.24 h6 12.0£3 e6 13.dxe6 &xe6 14.0 bd2 2b7F Black has 
a slightly better position due to the weak white pawn on e4. 


9...Ab6 10.%e2 
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Position after: 10.%e2 
Here I can suggest the following improvement on known theory: 
10...2d7!2N 11.8b1 We7 12.b3 e400 
Black has fully-fledged play. 
(4m) 


1.44 Af6 2.Af3 c5 3.d5 b5! 4.a4!? 
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Position after: 4.a4!? 


This is the second most popular move; its idea is to capture the c4-square for the pieces, and to some 
extent the flexibility of the pawn structure on the queenside is lost. 


4...b4 5.c4! 


The most accurate continuation; White needs to take care of the d5-pawn. 
A) 5.25!? This should transpose to 4.225 96 5.a4 b4 or 5...26. See next chapter. 
B) 5.23?! 2b7 6.c4 e6! 


B1) 7.2¢2 although this continuation is the most common, it leads to even greater difficulties for 
White. For example: 7...exd5 8.Ah4 g6 9.cxd5 d6 10.0-0 297 11.e4 0-0 12.kel He8 
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Position after: 12...2e8 


White has a bad position as the e4-pawn is weak, the knight on h4 is out of business, and Black is 
ready to play ...c5-c4, capturing even more space. Now 13.f4? for example is very bad, and after 
13...%c8 14.Ad2 c4—+ White’s position is already hopeless; Black is ready to play ...c4-c3 
violating the harmony of the white pieces. 


B2) 7.dxe6 fxe6 8.222 Le7 9.0-0 0-0 
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Position after: 9...0-0 
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10.b3 [10.24 Ac6 11.Abd2 After 11...W%e8! 12.b3 Sd8t Black has the initiative. The queen moves 
to h5 and Black’s central pawns are ready to move at any moment.] 10...Ac6 11.2b2 Aa5 

12.Abd2 Now 12...We8! 13.&%c2 Wh5T leads to the initiative. Black has a flexible position abd can 
launch an attack on the king or set the central pawns in motion, 


5...26! 


Black develops the bishop to g7 where it will be located in the most active way. A critical position 
has arisen and White needs to decide how to develop his pieces further. 
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Position after: 5...g6! 
6.g3!? 


Let’s consider other ways of development; 


6.b3?! 227 7.2b2 0-0 White developed his bishop to the long diagonal, but cannot keep his center 
after the thematic ...e7-e6. For example: 8.@bd2 e6! 


A) 9.e4?! exd5 
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Position after: 9...exd5 


A1) 10.cxd5 Here Black has a combination. 10...axe4!N 11.2xg7 He8! An unexpected 
zwischenzug. 12.2e5 Ac3 13.Wcl d6 14.Ac4 2b7 15.Wh6 Wf6! 16.0e3 dxe5 17.Ag5 We7F Black 
has an extra pawn and a positional advantage, as the d5-pawn is weak. 


A2) 10.e5 g4 11.cxd5 d6 12.h3 Axed 13.4xe5 


a 


Position after: 13. Axe5 


The most natural move here is 13...2xe5! when play might continue 14.2xe5 He8 15.2e2 Sxe5 
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16.0-0 Wf6 17.Ac4 Be4F with a healthy extra pawn for Black. 
A3) 10.exd5 Be8+ 11.8e2 Now 11...d6 12.0-0 Axd5! 13.2xg7 Af4 14.2b2 Axe2+ 15.Lh1 2b7 
16.8e1 @f4+ and White’s compensation is not enough for equality. 

B) 9.dxe6 dxe6 10.¢3 &b7 


B1) 11.%c2 Ac6 12.e3 Here 12...4)d7! leads to an advantage. For example: 13.292 &xb2 14.W/xb2 
We7 15.0-0 £5 16.e4 e5+ Black stands perfectly in the center and, on occasion, is ready to jump 
with a knight to the center. 


B2) 11.222 Ae4 12.8x97 &xg7 13.Axe4 Bxe4 14.8cl Ac6 15.0-0 
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Position after: 15.0-0 


Black has a little more space due to the more advanced queenside pawns. Now the most accurate 
approach for Black is 15...!%e7! 16.W%/b2+ [16.We3 f5 17.Ags &xg2 18.cexg2 Ad4 19.We5+ gs 
20.h4 @xb3 21.Bad1 Had8+ and Black has excellent winning chances.] 16...f6 17.2ad1 Bad8 18.h4 
e5 19.8fel 2d6 20.8xd6 Wxd6 
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Position after: 20...Wixd6 


21.Ad2 &xg?2 22.%xg2 Wd4F Black’s position is more promising as he not only owns the d-file, 
but the b3-pawn can also become an object of attack. 


6...287 7.282 d6 8.0-0 0-0 


oe Ee 


Position after: 8...0-0 


9.4\bd2 
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9.Bel a5 10.e4 e5 11.dxe6 2xe6 12.24 2a6 13.Abd2 Black won in the highly-rated encounter 
Meskovs, N (2536) — Kovalenko, I (2642) Batumi 2018, 0-1 (67) and here I like 13...h6!? 14.b3 Be8 
15.8c1 &c8 16.e5 dxe5 17.&xe5 Abd7 18.2xe8+ Wxe8 19.Ael g5 20.2e3 Bd6 when Black has a 
good position. 


9...a5 10.e4 Ha7! 


An excellent move, as from here the rook can be transferred to e7 or even to the kingside in the 
future. 
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Position after: 10...&a7! 
11.e1 


White is trying to prepare e4-e5 


A) 11.e5?! I can’t recommend the immediate push for White. 11...Ag4! 12.e6 fxe6 13.Ag5 White’s 
position looks promising, but this is just an illusion, and Black can play the strong 13...exd5!N 
14.2xd5+ @h8 15.0f7+ Bxf7 16.2xf7 AeS 17.2d5 224 18.3 Bh3 
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Position after: 18...&h3 


19.4 [19.Se1 e6! 20.2e4 d5 21.cxd5 exd5 22.Ab3 Bd7 23.2c2 c4 24.45 BF7—-+ White’s position 
does not hold due to the weakness of the f3-square.] 19...2xfl 20.&xfl Wf8 21.Ae4 Af7 22.92 
4\d7+ White has the advantage of the two bishops, and the bishop on d5 is especially strong, but one 
should not forget that Black has an extra pawn and a strong bishop on g7, which presses on b2. 
Therefore, Black’s position is more promising. 


B) 11.8a2 e6 12.b3 exd5 13.cxd5?! This move creates a weak e4-pawn for White. [13.exd5 2e7 
14.8e1 Bxel+ 15.Axel Ze8 16.h3 h5 17.&h2 2h6F Black’s position is somewhat better, as he has 
control over the only open file.] 13...2e8 14.W%/c2 Hae7 15.€5 
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Position after: 15.e5 


15...axd5 This move leads to a big advantage for Black. 16.exd6 Wxd6 17.Ac4 We7 18.2285 Bd7 
19.2h3 Ac3 20.214 Wb7 21.292 Wa7 22.Ad6 Exd6 23.2xd6 2F5 24.Wd2 Axa2 25.Wxa2 Ac6—+ 
Black has an extra pawn and a positional advantage. 


11...e5! 12.dxe6?! 


12.4f1!? Probably best, but even here, White can’t dream of an advantage. 12...A2¢4 13.b3 f500 Black 
is no worse, as he can try to develop the initiative on the kingside. In practical play I would choose 
Black’s side. 


12...2xe6 13.82 Ac6 14.Ab3 
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Position after: 14. 0b3 
In this position, I recommend the improvement on existing theory... 
14...Ag4N 15.2f4 We7 16.8ad1 AgeSF 


Black is slightly better because he controls the central squares well. Not only is the knight on e5 well- 
positioned, but Black also attacks the weak c4-pawn, and White also needs to constantly monitor the 
d4-square to which the knight can jump. 
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Chapter Guide 

Chapter 8 — 4.2.95 

1.d4 Af6 2.0f3 c5 3.d5 b5 4.2295 26 

a) 5.-- 

b) 5.c4 

c) 5.2xf6 exf6 6.-- & 6.e4 b4 7.Abd2 297 8.-- & 8.2b5 
d) 5.2xf6 exf6 6.e4 b4 7.Abd2 297 8.2d3 


( a) 5.-- ) 


1.44 Af6 2.0f3 c5 3.d5 b5! 4.2¢5! 


This is the most popular move and is also considered the main one. Judging from my database, this 
move has occurred 2888 times. White develops the bishop to an active position and is often ready to 
destroy the knight on f6, damaging Black’s pawn structure. 
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Position after: 4.225! 
4...96! 


This move is only the sixth most popular (!) and I only have 93 games in my base, but I consider it to 
be the strongest respponse. This sequel was chosen several times by such a strong theorist as Dubov, 
who helped in the preparation of the world champion, Magnus Carlsen. Black’s idea is to simply 
bring the bishop to g7 and Black is not afraid if his pawn structure is ruined. 


4...“4%b6 This is the most popular continuation, but I do not recommend playing this way because of 
the following sequence. 5.a4! b4 6.e3 g6 7.a5! Emphasizing the unfortunate position of the queen on 
b6. 7...&%d8 The black queen returns home so Black simply lost time by playing 4...%b6. Now after 
8.2xf6! exf6 
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Position after: 8...exf6 


White has the strong 9.d6!N Driving a nail into Black’s position. 9...2b7 10.2c4 297 11.a6 &xf3 
12.WxB Ac6 13.We4+ De5 14.4d2 0-0 15.0-0£ White’s position is more promising. The a6- and d6- 
pawns constrain Black’s position, and Black will have to take care of the c5-pawn. 


Our main continuation 4...g6! leads to very difficult and interesting positions. 
5.d6!? 


A) 5.c4 This move, as well as 4.2.95, is analysed in the next subchapters. 


B) 5.e3 This doesn’t pose many problems. 5...227 6.c3 [6.2xf6 &2xf6 7.c3 Now, after 7...b4 8.Wc2 
0-0 9.Abd2 bxc3 10.bxc3 Wa5 11.8cl d6¥ Black has the more pleasant play in view of the 
advantage of the two bishops.] 6...a6 7.a4 b4 8.2c4 
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Position after: 8. &c4 


Now Black has the strong 8...@e4!N 9.0-0 [No better is 9.2f4 bxc3 10.bxc3 @xc3F when White’s 
compensation for a pawn is questionable.] 9...Axg5 10.Axg5 d6 11.a5 0-0F In view of the 
advantage of the bishop pair, and the especially strong bishop on g7, Black’s position is more 
promising. 


C) 5.a4!? b4 6.@bd2 [For 6.2xf6 exf6 see 5.216] 6...227 7.c4 Already in this position, a very 
important moment has arrived. 
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Position after: 7.e4 
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7...h6!N An important novelty. [7...d6 8.2b5+ Afd7 9.Ac4? with initiative to White. ] 


C1) 8.8e3!? d6 9.2b5+ 2d7 10.h3 2xb5 11.axb5 a5 12.c4 Abd7 13.W%c2 We7 14.0-0 0-000 Black’s 
chances are not worse, and in the future Black can form a passed pawn by playing: ...2\d7-b6, ...a5- 
a4-a3. Black can also turn his eyes to the kingside by playing for example: ...e7-e5, ...@f6-h5, and 
..£7-f5 developing an initiative on the kingside. 


C2) 8.2h4 0-0 9.2d3 d6 10.0-0 e6 11.A\c4 exd5 12.exd5 2b7 13.223 Ae8 14.h4 Aa6 15.We2 
&\ac7To The d5-pawn is about to fall and White still needs to seek full compensation for it. 


5...297! 6.Ac3 0-0 


There has been only one game from this position, but I also considered other possibilities; 
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Position after: 6...0-0 
7.e4 


An active continuation, the goal of which is to play the further e4-e5. 
A) 7.€xb5?! This is too artificial. 7...Wa5+ 8.ac3 ®e4! 9.dxe7 Se8+ and White has major problems 


on c3. 


B) 7.dxe7!2N 7...Wxe7 8.Ad5 Wd8 9.2xf6+ [For 9.Wd2 2b7 10.Axf6+ 2xf6 see 9.Axf6.] 9...2xf6 
10.Wd2 d5 11.0-0-0 2b7 12.h4 a6 13.2xf6 [13.4 Dd7 14.c3 Wb8 15.We4 De5 16.Wg3 Bxg5 
17.Axe5 Be8 18.hxg5 Wxe5= with a level position.] 13...Y%xf6 14.Wh6 
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Position after: 14.¥8h6 


14...0d7 15.h5 We7 16.44 W6 17.Wic7 &c6 18.e3 Hae8 19.hxg6 fxg6 20.2h4 d4!2 The position is 


complicated but roughly equal. 


7...b4 8.Ab5 


I now recommend the following improvement on Toth, L (2191) — Pogonina, N (2342) Chalkidiki 


2003, %4-% (33). 


8...h6!N 
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Position after: 8...h6!N 
9.2h4 


9.2xf6!? 2xf6 


A) 10.e5 2g7 11.4@c7 White wins the exchange, but let’s continue with the line: 11...2b7 12.2e2 e6 
13.0-0 Ac6 14.4)xa8 Wxa8s Black has excellent compensation for the exchange: he has the 
advantage of the bishop pair and the e5-pawn is weak, while in the future, the d6-pawn is also an 
object of attack. 


B) 10.!%d5 Ac6 


B1) 11.¢5!? 2g7 12.Wixc5 2b7 13.2d3 Wa5 Black is down a pawn, but he plays for compensation, 
betting on his piece activity. 14.We3 2a6 15.0c7 2xd3 16.cxd3 Hab8 17.0-0 exd6 18.exd6 De5 
19.Ad2 Wb6 20.d4 Wxd6 21.dxe5 Wxc7 22.4 £3 Bfe8t Black has a small initiative due to the weak 
e5-pawn. 


B2) 11.dxe7 Wxe7 12.0-0-0 2b7 
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Position after: 12...2b7 


13.Ad6 [On 13.¥4xd7?! there is the simple 13...2ad8 14.4xe7 Bxd1+ 15.&xd1 Axe7F In any case, 
Black will win back one of White’s pawns, either b2 or e4, and in view of the improved 
development, Black’s position is preferable.] 13...2ab8 14.W%/xc5 2a8 White has won a pawn, but 
Black has the advantage of two bishops and can gradually develop an initiative on the queenside. 
15.h4 2b6 16.We3 Ae5 17.Axe5 Exd6 18.xd6 Wxd6 19.Ac4 Wb8a Black can claim to have 
enough counterplay, thanks to the bishop pair and White’s passive development. 


9...g5 10.e5 gxh4 11.exf6 &xf6 
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Position after: 11... 2.xf6 
12.%d5 


12.Ac7? &xb2 13.2b1 &c3+ 14.4d2 exd6 15.Wg4+ 2e7 16.Axa8 2b7 17.22 Bxa8 18.0-0 Wg5—+ 
For the exchange, Black has a minor piece and three pawns, which equates to a great advantage. 


12...2xb2 13.2b1 e6 14.Wed! 


14.Wxa8? Ac6 The queen is trapped on a8. 15.2xb2 Wf6 16.261 2a6 17.Wxf8+ &xf8 18.2e2 h3! 
19.g3 2xb5 20.2xb5 Wxf3—+ Black has a decisive advantage. 


14...f5 15.Wxa8 Ac6 16.8xb2 Wf6 17.Axa7 2a6 18.Ac8! 2xfl 19.2xfl Yxb2 20.4%b7 
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Position after: 20.¥8b7 

20...He5! 

An excellent move, the idea of which is to distract the knight on f3 from defending the king. 
21.Axe5 


21.Ae1 Wxa2 22.Ab6 b3 23.cxb3 Wxb3 24.Wa6 c42@ White’s position is somewhat alarming: the c- 
pawn is close to the promotion square, and it is White who should look for a draw. 


21...Wb1+ 22.%e2 Hxc2+ 23.%e1 Welt 24.%e2 We2+= 


With perpetual check. 


{ b) 5.c4 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.0f3 c5 3.d5 b5! 4.2.95! g6! 5.c4!? 
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Position after: 5.c4!? 
This move has been used by some master-strength players. 


5...297 


Position after: 5...22¢7 


6.Abd2 


With this move White wants to keep control of the center and plans to play e2-e4. Other moves are 
worse. For example: 


A) 6.W/c2 d6 7.Abd2 b4 8.e4 h6 9.2h4 saw our very own Thinkers Publishing co-founder quickly 


come unstuck in Vanheirzeele, D (2255) — Golovin, L (2360) Budapest 1992. [If 9.2e3 then 
9...Ag4! 10.2f4 e5T and Black owns the initiative.] Now the strongest move is 9...Ah5!N 


uj 
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Position after: 9... AhSIN 


10.2.d3 0-0 11.0-0 Ad7 12.8fel a5 13.Bad1 a4 14.4f1 g5 15.8g3 Af4F Black has good control over 
the dark squares, while the g3-bishop is out of play, and its exchange will give Black a two-bishop 
advantage. 

B) 6.4c3?! is illogical in view of 6...b4! when White has problems with the “employment” of the 
knight. 7.4a4 The strongest approach now is 7...Ae4!N Black is planning ...f7-f5. After 8.24 d6 
9.e3 £5 10.2d3 2d7 11.0-0 0-0 12.8%c1 We8 13.8c2 h6 14.h3 g5 15.2h2 Wh5St the knight on a4 is 
out of play, and Black has good prospects for equalizing with the initiative on the kingside. 

C) 6.cxb5 Of course, it is worth considering the direct capture of the pawn. 6...a6! Black gets a 
successful version of the Benko Gambit. 
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Position after: 6...a6! 


C1) 7.4c3 axb5 8.Wd2 b4 9.2xf6 exf6 10.2e4 Now Black should play the natural 10...d6 and not 
be afraid of 11.W/f4 0-0 12.4)xd6 f5 13.44 b3 14.a3 a4—+ Black has a big positional advantage 
here with the two bishops and lead in development. 


C2) 7.bxa6!?N In my opinion, this continuation is the most acceptable. 7...2e4! 


BG O)Y ANG OG 
b c 


Position after: 7...e4! 


The unfortunate position of the g5-bishop is revealed, and the b2-pawn is attacked, so the bishop 
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has to return home. 8.2cl Wa5+ 9.Afd2 2xa6 10.g3 2b7 11.222 2xd5 12.0-0 Wa4 Black has a 
slightly better position due to active pieces. 


C3) 7.b6 can be met by the natural 7...%xb6N 8.4c3 Wxb2 9.&c1 d6 10.e4 2¢4+ when Black has a 
healthy extra pawn. 


6...Wa5! 

Preventing e2-e4. 

7.Wc2 

In this position, I propose an improvement. 


7...Wia4!IN 
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Position after: 7...4a4!N 
8.8cl 


8.Yxa4!? bxa4 9.Eb1 d6 10.c4 h6 11.2c3 Ag4 12.2f4 95 13.2g3 Aa6 14.h3 Af6oo Black is no worse 
despite the doubled pawns on the a-file, as the b2-pawn is backward and weak. 


8...bxc4 9.e4 2a6 10.b3 Wad 
Now ...%e4 is a threat. 


11.2xf6 2xf6 12.e5 2g7 13.2xc4 d6 14.0-0 0-0 15.exd6 exd6 16.2b1 &c8t 
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Black brings his bishop back to f5 and he has an active position. 


( c) 5.2xf6 exf6 6.-- & 6.e4 b4 7.Abd2 297 8.-- & 8.2b5 


a 


1.44 Af6 2.0f3 c5 3.d5 b5! 4.2.¢5! g6! 5.2xf6!? 
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Position after: 5. 2xf6!? 
The most fundamental move. White spoils the pawn structure for Black, but gives up the bishop. 
5...exf6 6.e4! 


The most natural and strongest move, White attacks the b5-pawn and prevents ...f6-f5 


A) 6.e3 b4! 7.a3 227 8.Abd2 0-0 9.axb4 cxb4 10.8e2 £5 11.Ac4 
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Position after: 11.@c4 


[11.8a2!? a5 12.0-0 2a6 13.2xa6 Axa6 14.0b3 Ac7 15.Wal Axd5 16.2d1 Ab6 17.8xa5 Wce7o 
Black’s pawns b2 and c2 are weak as well] Now Black should have played 11...2a6!N 12.0d4 &xc4 
13.2xc4 Wc7 14.2b3 Yb6 15.0-0 Aa6F with a somewhat better position. Black has a clear and 
understandable play: the knight goes to c5, then ...a7-a5 can be played, planning to make a remote 
passed pawn on the queenside. 


B) 6.a4 b4 7.Abd2 [7.c4 2g7 8.Abd2 0-0 9.2d3 d6 10.0-0 
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Position after: 10.0-0 


609 


Now 10...f5 11.8b1 fxe4 12.Axe4 Da6 13.2b5 Bb8 14.8el Ac7 15.8c6 De8 16.h3 AL6 17.Hed2 
a6F and Black is slightly better.] 7...227 8.Ac4 0-0 9.23 d6 10.222 f5 11.0-0 a6 12.Afd2 Wc7 
13.a5 Ad7+ Black is much better although White managed to draw in Neubauer, M (2446) — Gonda, 
L (2509) Balatonlelle 2008, 2-2 (30). 


6...b4! 


Capturing even more space on the queenside and taking away the c3-square from the knight. 
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Position after: 6...b4! 
7.\bd2 


The knight tends towards the weakened c4-square. 


Alternatively: 7.2d3!? 297 8.0-0 0-0 9.a3 Grabbing onto the black queenside, White wants to open 
the a-file for his rook. I now recommend the improvement over existing theory 9...f5!N 
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Position after: 9...f5!N 


Black strikes in the center and opens the bishop on g7. 10.exf5 [If 10.W%/cl?! fxe4 11.2xe4 d6 
12.A\bd2 @d7+ Black has two bishops and the d5-pawn is weak.] 10...2xb2 11.8a2 297 12.axb4 
cxb4 13.c3 bxc3 14.8a3 dé 15.4)xc3 “@d7? From the point of view of the computer, the position is 
still within the framework of equilibrium, but Black has the advantage of the bishop pair, and the a- 
pawn can become a dangerous passed pawn, so a small initiative is on Black’s side. 


7.227 
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Position after: 7...227 
8.2b5!? 


A) 8.4 c4 0-0 9.2d3 d6 10.0-0 (See 8.23) 
B) 8.2d3 will be discussed in the next subchapter. 


C) 8.a3!? Now Black should play 8...f5!N uncovering the g7-bishop immediately. After 9.exf5 
&xb2 10.axb4 cxb4 11.2d3 a5 12.8a2 We7+ 13.We2 2c3 14.0-0 Wxe2 15.8xe2 &b70 Black stands 
no worse, as he has the advantage of the two bishops and the passed a-pawn can become dangerous. 


8...0-0 9.0-0 
I now recommend the following novelty... 


9...f5!N 
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Position after: 9...f5!N 
10.e5 


10.exf5 &xb2 11.2b1 &g7 12.d6 Now Black has two equivalent opportunities at his disposal. 
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Position after: 12.d6 


12...&%b6!? I prefer to activate the queen, but 12...2b7 is also possible. After the queen move, we 
might see 13.2c4 Wxd6 14.He4 Wxd1 15.Bfxd1 gxf5 16.0d6 2a6 17.2xa6 Axa6 18.A0xf5 Hfd8 
19.2d5 2f8= White is a pawn down, but Black’s c5- and d7-pawns are weak. 


10...d6 11.Ac4 Ad7! 12.€6 


12.2xd7 Wixd7 13.8xd6 The knight isn’t stable here! 13...2xe5! 14.4xe5 [If 14.0xc8?? 2xb2 
15.£b1 297—+ the knight is trapped on c8.] 14...Y%xd6 15.ac4 Wf6 16.2e1 2b7 17.b3 Zad8 18.d6 
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Position after: 15.d6 


18...2a6 19.d7 &b5 20.Ne5 We6! 21.a3 2xd7 22.axb4 2b5 23.Wel cxb4 24.8xa7 Wb6= An 
approximately level position has arisen. 


12...Af6 13.A¢5 fxe6 14.dxe6 d5 15.8e1 We7 16.0a5 h6 
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Position after: 16...h6 
17.Ac6 


17.206!? Bb8 18.Hh3 g5 19.2xd5 Axd5 20.Wxd5 2b7 21.Axb7 Bxb7 22.Zab1 Xb6 23.Lf1 ZF6 
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Position after: 23...8f6 


24.f4 94 25.Af2 Ebxe6 26.2bd1 &h7 27.Ad3 Wd6 28.WixcS Wxc5 29.Axc5 Bxelt 30.Bxel Bc6 
31.4d3 Bxc2= with an equal endgame. 


17...4b7 18.2.4 hxg5 19.e7 2d7 20.exf8=4+ &xf8 21.Aa5 Hab 22.2xd7 Wxa5 23.We2 Ae4 
24.Bad1 2d4 
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Position after: 24... 2d4 
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A picture postcard position where Black is clearly developed actively, whereas White only has a 
bishop in Black’s midst, and has barely advanced anything else. 


25.8xd4 cxd4 26.f3 Bd8 27.fxe4 dxe4 28.4% b5 Wxb5 29.2xb5 g4= 


Black’s king goes to the center and looks to advance the strong central pawns. The position is 
approximately equal. 


( d) 5.2xf6 exf6 6.e4 b4 7.Abd2 2g7 8.2.43 


~ 


1.44 Af6 2.Af3 c5 3.d5 b5! 4.2.95! g6! 5.2xf6!? exf6 6.e4! b4! 7.Abd2 297 8.2d3 
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Position after: 8. 2d3 
8...0-0 9.0-0 d6 10.Ac4 


White has placed the pieces in the ‘perfect’ way. Now they are planning to play a2-a3, opening the a- 
file for the rook, while Black’s plans include a strike in the center by ...f6-f5 and exchanging the c4- 
knight by ...d7-b6 or ...2c8-a6. 


10...Wc7 11.Wd2 


11.8e1 Ad7 12.a3 [In the case of the calm 12.h3 @b6 13.0 fd2 Axc4 14.4)xc4 Ba6o Black has no 
problems. ] 12...a5!N 
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Position after: 12...a5!N 
13.axb4 cxb4 14.4)d4 2a6 15.0c6 &xc4 16.2xc4 f5 17.2a2 fxe4 18.Exe4 Wb6 19.2f1 Ac5F Black 
has a more active position, and can look to perhaps play ...a5-a4, creating a passed pawn. 


11...Ad7 12.a3 a5 13.axb4 cxb4 
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Position after: 13...cxb4 
14.8a2? 
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This move leads to difficulties for White. 


After 14.%/£4!? instead, a position has arisen in which Black has to make an important decision. 
14...a4!? This move is suggested by the computer. Black plays for compensation. What does it consist 
of? Black has two bishops and the opportunity to create a remote passed pawn with ...a4-a3 in the 
future. Black’s plan also includes opening the g7-bishop’s sights by ...f6-f5, putting pressure on the 
b2-pawn. 15.%xd6 Wxd6 16.4xd6 Abé6 In this position, many players may think that White has an 
advantage because he has an extra pawn, but do not underestimate Black’s advantages. Consider the 
following options: 
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Position after: 16...Ab6 


A) 17.4xc8?! Bfxc8 18.8ab1 £54 Black stands excellently, and is ready to create the more 
dangerous passed pawn by playing ...a4-a3 


B) 17.2b5!? 2a6 18.2fd1 &xb5 19.Axb5 Ha5 20.Abd4 Hc5 21.24 Ra8 22.ef1 £5! 
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Position after: 22...f5! 


23.gxf5 gxf5 24.e5 Bxd5 25.4xf5 Hxd1+ 26.2xd1 a3% Black has enough compensation for equality 
due to the passed a3-pawn. 

C) 17.c4 bxc3 18.bxc3 Bd8 19.Axc8 Hdxc8 20.2b5 £52 Black has excellent play, as the white 
pawns on c3, d5, e4 are weak. In the event of 21.2c6? &xc3 22.2acl &b2 23.&c2 a3—+ Black has a 
winning position. 


14...26! 15.b3 &xc4 16.2xc4 Ac5 17.2d3 Bfe8 18.2e1 


is Fh 


Position after: 18.2el 


Black has excellent play, and went on to victory in Fridman, D (2616) — Dubov, D (2690) Moscow 
2019, 0-1 (33). We can even improve on Black’s play (18...&e7) with... 


18...&%b7! 
The idea behind the move is that Black defends the b4-pawn and plans to play ...a5-a4. 
19.h4 


If 19.2e2 a4 20.bxa4 f5! 21.2b5 &c3 22.Wd1 Wxb5!! 23.axb5 Exa2 24.0d2 &xd2 25.xd2 Hea& 
26.4f1 b3—+ Black wins. 


19...a4 20.bxa4 £5! 21.2b5 


On 21.exf5 &xel+ 22.Axel Mixd5 23.c4 bxc3 24.We2 Axd3 25.Axd3 Mxf5—+ Black has a decisive 
advantage. 


21...2c3 22.Wdl &xel 23.2xe8 &xf2+ 24.Lxf2 Bxe8 25.Y¢1 fxe4d—t+ 
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Position after: 25...fxe4—+ 


Black has an extra pawn and a great positional advantage. 


Conclusion 
We have considered the Anti-Benko game with the following move order: 1.d4 Af6 2.03 c5 3.d5 
b5! In the chapter 7, we looked at the different possibilities for White. After the main move 4.295, I 
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recommended playing 4...g6, though it is not the most common move. In my opinion this is the best 
practical and theoretical continuation, despite the fact that the most popular continuation is 4...W/b6, 
which, in my opinion, does not equalize. But 4...g6 is the continuation chosen by the talented young 
grandmaster, Daniil Dubov, which, in my opinion, is a sign of quality. Black is not afraid that his 
pawn structurewill be ruined after 5.2xf6 exf6, and even though White has various possibilities, in 
our view Black can reach good positions in all variations. 
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Part IV 
2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 Towards the Mainline 


Chapter 9 
Various 4th Moves 
1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 
EALWes xm 
ascbba 

4a 8 
Chapter Guide 
Chapter 9 — Various 4th Moves 
1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 
a) 4.a3 
b) 4.2f4 
c) 4.295 
d) 4.e4 
e) 4.0a3 & 4.Ac3 
f) 4.¢3 
g) 4.63 
h) 4.63 
i) 4.e3 
( a) 4.a3 ) 
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1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 


In this chapter, we will consider the rare continuations for White on move 4, and there are a lot of 
them! 
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Position after: 3...b5 
4.a3!? 


The idea of this move is to prevent Black from playing ...b4, and if Black captures ...bxc4 White will 
be happy, since he will be able to win back the c4-pawn and use the c4-square for his pieces. 


This move is supported by the young Russian grandmaster, David Paravyan, who has played this 
way. 


4...e6! 
The most accurate and strongest move. Now White has 5 possible answers: 
5.4\¢3!? 


A) 5.dxe6 fxe6 6.cxb5 d5 This turns out to be an advantageous variation of the Blumenfeld Gambit 
where, instead of the normal move @g1-f3, the absolutely senseless a2-a3 has been played. 7.¢3 
2d6 8.Af3 0-0 9.22 2b7 10.2d2 
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Position after: 10.2d2 


10...e5 11.0-0 Abd7¥ Thanks to a strong center and actively-placed pieces, Black has more than 
enough compensation for a pawn. 


B) 5.cxb5 Here I propose to play in a new way: 5...Axd5!N 6.e4 Af6 
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Position after: 6... Af6 


7.43 [7.e5!? Ad5 8.2c4 2b7 9.4f3 a6 10.bxa6 xa6 11.0-0 2e7= with an approximately equal 
position.] 7...d5@ with a powerful center. Black is no worse. 
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C) 5.e3!? bxc4 6.2xc4 
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Position after: 6. 2xc4 


And now I propose another new idea: 6...@xd5!N 7.8xd5 exd5 8.Wixd5 Ac6 9.2\c3 Be7 10.Age2 0- 
0 11.0-0 Bb8 12.2d1 Se8 13.e4 2f8 14.2b1 2b7 15.Wd3 De5 16.W%g3 “g6oo The weakness of the 
d7-pawn is compensated for by the presence of two bishops. 


5...b4! 6.axb4 cxb4 7.Aab5 2c5 


A critical position has arisen, which in practice has been seen only once. 
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Position after: 7... 2.05 
In the one game that reached this position, White played... 
8.d6 


A) 8.2£4!? 0-0! 9.e3 [9.Ac7? This is too greedy from White. 9...Ag4! 10.e3 e5 11.Axa8 @xf2! 
12.%xf2 exf4—+ Black has an unpleasant attack on the white king, and the knight on a8 will never 
get out of the corner.] 9...8a6 10.23 exd5 11.cxd5 
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Position after: 11.cxd5 


11...d6 12.Afd4 Wb6 13.2c4 Ac7 14.0xc7 Wxc7 15.0-0 a5 A position has emerged in which 
Black’s chances are not worse: in the long term he can create a passed pawn on the queenside with 
the march of the a-pawn ...a5-a4-a3 

B) 8.dxe6 dxe6 9.Wixd8+ &xd8 10.2f4 a6 11.Af3 Ye7 12.Abd4 2b7 13.Ab3 Ded 14.Axc5 Axc5 
15.8d1 Bd8 16.2xd8 &xd8 17.Ae5 Abd7 18.Axf7+ e7 19.Ae5 a5—+ White’s position is very 
dangerous due to the simple idea ...a5-a4-a3 


8...0-0 9.27 
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Position after: 9.@c7 
As seen in Laengl, J — Cladouras, P (2410) Zurich 1990, 0-1 (29). Here I like the move... 
9..2b7! 10.Af3 a5 11.Axa8 2xa8 12.e3 Da6 13.2d3 Wb6 14.b3 2xd6 15.2b2 Be8 16.2xf6 


If 16.2b1 Ac5 17.0-0 &c7 18.Ae5 Wb7 19.£3 Wb8x Black has more than enough compensation for 
the exchange. 


16...gxf6 17.0-0 Ac5 18.Ad4 f5z 
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Position after: 18...f5« 


Black has excellent compensation for the sacrificed exchange due to the advantage of the bishop pair 
and the strong knight on c5, which keeps the b3-pawn in its sights. 


( b) 4.24 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.2f4!? 
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Position after: 4. &f4!? 


White simply develops the bishop, ignoring the conflict of pawns on the queenside. On the other 
hand, the bishop on f4 can come under attack from Black’s pawns after ...d7-d6 and ...e7-e5. This was 
first played at the European Women’s Championship between Silva — Sahl in 1992 and White lost. 
The variation was very rarely used, but then was played 3 times by the world champion, Magnus 
Carlsen, with a fantastic 3-0 result in White’s favor. However, this speaks more about the strength of 
the world champion than the strength of the variation. 


4...b4! 


Capturing space on the queenside and sometimes planning ...a5-a4. Judging by my database, there 
have been only 5 games from this position. 


5.a3 


The world champion also played 5.Ad2 96 6.e4 297 7.Agf3 d6 8.Wc2 0-0 9.2d3 e5 10.225 h6 
11.2h4 a5 12.h3 
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Position after: 12.h3 


Carlsen, M (2876) — Cheparinov, I (2670) chess24.com INT 2020, 1-0 (31). Here Black had the very 
tempting 12...g5! 13.2¢3 a4 14.0-0 Ah5—> when Black has good chances of creating an attack on the 
white king. 


5...26 6.axb4 cxb4 7.e4 Axed 8.44 Af6 9.8xa7 Bxa7 10.Wxa7 Dab 11.0f3? 


If instead 11.4\d2!? 297 12.Agf3 d6 13.2e2 Wh5 14.2e3 2xb2F White is left without a pawn, and 
must find strong moves to find at least some compensation for it. 


aoe es 
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Position after: 11. Af3? 

11...e5!!N 

A powerful way to accelerate Black’s development. 
12.2xe5 


A) If 12.Axe5 2c5 13.Wa8 0-0 14.2e2 Wb6 15.0-0 2b7 16.Wxf8+ &xf8—+ and White can surrender. 
B) 12.8e3!2 Ag4! 13.We2 2e7 
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Position after: 13...227 


14.h3 [14.Axe5? @xe5 15.2xe5 0-0 16.2xg7 Be8 17.2e5 d6 18.4 dxe5 19.f5 We5—+ White’s 
backwardness in development destroys them.] 14...0-0 15.2g5 @f6 16.We3 d6 17.2e2 Ac5 18.Abd2 
We7 19.0-0 Afd7+ With a very simple plan of advancing the e- and f-pawns. 


C) 12.2e3 Black has a very strong resource here with 12...4\e4! The idea is to meet 13.Abd2 with 
13...8c5! 14.2xc5 Aexc5 The queen on a7 is out of play. 15.2e2 0-0 16.0-0 Wf6—+ With the threat 
of ...e5-e4, White is in a hopeless position, since the queen on a7 cannot take part in the game. 


12...2c5 13.Wa8 0-0 14.243 


White’s position is unenviable anyway, due to the queen being on a8, but there is a very unpleasant 
move still to come... 
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Position after: 14. 2d3 
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14...2xf2+! 15.2xf2 Agd+ 16.Lf1 AxeS 17.Axe5 Wf6+ 18.03 Ac5 19.2e2 Wxb2 20.Abd2 Wel+ 


21.%f2 Wxhi—+ 


Black has a completely winning position. 


( c) 4.2¢5 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.295!? 


Position after: 4.2¢5!? 


With this active developing move, White is ready to capture the f6-knight. It is reminiscent of 
Trompovsky’s attack after 1.d4 Af6 2.2.g5. This continuation was first encountered in 1965 in the 
East German Championship game Csulits — Litkiewicz. A great contribution to this variation was 
made by GM Efstratios Grivas, who played this variation a lot, and also analyzed the variation in his 
book “Grivas Opening Laboratory — Volume 2” This unusual variation has been tried at different 
times by such players as Ivanisevic, Miles, Indjic, Mikhalevski, and Kiriakov. In modern practice, it 
is quite rare and there are only 340 games in my database. 


4...0e4! 
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Position after: 4...0e4! 
By attacking the bishop, Black can now fight for the initiative himself. 
5.24! 


A) 5.h4 Wa5+ 6.Ad2 bxc4 7.8c2 Axg5 8.hxg5 96 
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Position after: 8...g6 


9.43?! [Or 9.e4!? 297 10.2xc4 d6F when Black’s play is still preferable in view of the two 
bishops. The g7-bishop is especially strong, which exerts unpleasant pressure along the al-h8 
dagonal.] 9...%xc3 10.bxc3 2g7 11.2c1 d6 12.e4 After 12...h6+ the position is much better for 
Black in view of the powerful bishop on g7. 

B) 5.2h4? Wa5+ 6.Ad2 and now 6...¢5! leads to a decisive advantage after 7.293 297 8.f38 Axg3 
9.hxg3 bxc4—+ Black has an extra pawn and the bishop pair advantage. 


C) 5.2cl looks like a waste of time. 5...%a5+ 6.Ad2 bxc4 7.W%c2 
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Position after: 7.¥4c2 


The following novelty is strong: 7...f5!N 8.£3 @d6 9.e4 @a6 10.a3 e6 11.dxe6 dxe6 12.e5 Af7 13.f4 
Ab4 14.Wixc4 Bb8 15.Agf3 Ad5 16.22 
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Position after: 16.f2 


16...8%c7 17.22 Be7 18.Wc2 h6 19.h4 0-0 20.Ac4 Ad8 21.2d2 Ac6 22.4acl 2a6F A position has 
arisen in which Black is better because he has pressure on the b-file and at any moment White has to 
reckon with the knight jump to the center, ....@\c6-d4. Black’s play is much simpler. 


5...Wa5+ 6.Ad2 95! 
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Position after: 6...g5! 
The strongest continuation. 
7.8e5! 


A) 7.3 is a passive continuation after which Black easily seizes the initiative. 7...bxc4 8.W%c2 £5 
9.£3 Now the most accurate continuation is: 9...Ad6 10.2xg5 297 11.ef2 Aa6 
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Position after: 11...0a6 
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12.Axc4 ®xc4 13.Wixc4 h6 14.23 Eb8 15.2b1 Hb4 16.2d2 Sxc4 17.2xa5 Hc2—+ Despite the fact 
that White has an extra pawn, good advice is hard to offer. Black will win back at least a pawn and 
due to the active c2-rook he has a big advantage. 


B) 7.%c2 gxf4 8.Wxe4 dé 


Bl) 9.g¢f3 Here I like 9...2h6! 10.g3 bxc4 11.gxf4 @d7 12.Wixc4 Bb8 13.2b1 2a6 14.Wcl &xf4 
15.e3 &xfl 16.2xfl &e5+ The white king does not feel secure in the center and the black pieces 
are much more active. 


B2) 9.cxb5 a6 10.b6 
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Position after: 10.b6 


Now Black should continue to develop the queenside by 10...2d7 11.Wixf4 &b8 12.b3 Af6 13.Wc4 
27 14.8d1 Bxb6F Black is clearly better: he has pressure on the queenside (the a2-pawn is in 
danger), has the advantage of the two bishops, and White is also lagging behind in development. 


7...298 
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Position after: 7...4g8 


Grivas recommends in his aforementioned book... 


8.Agf3!? 


I agree with him that this is the strongest response. 
8.b4? Wxb4 9.Agf3 led to White’s victory in Murshed, N (2505) — Hodgson, J (2535) London 1992, 
1-0 (64) but Black has a logical improvement in 9...bxc4!N After 10.2b1 Wa5 11.Wc2 £5! 12.2xb8 [If 


12.8xb8 Sxb8 13.2xb8 94 14.He5 Axd2 15.%xd2 Wb6—+ wins back a piece and retains a won 
position.] 12...24 13.He5 We3 
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Position after: 13...Wc3 


A) 14.%d1 Now only one, but very nice, move leads to victory. 14...g3!! A fantastic, forceful blow. 
15.hxg3 Axf2! 16.&xf2 Wxg3+ 17.621 We3+ 18.eh2 W4+ 19.221 Bxb8 20.2xb8 We3+ 


Position after: 20...We3+ 


21.2h2 Wxe5+ 22.291 We3+ 23.2h2 Be6 24.8xc8+ &f7—+ Black has a decisive attack. 
B) 14.Wxc3 Axc3 15.4b2 Aad 16.8b1 c3 17.0dc4 c2 18.8cl Exb8—+ with a winning position. 


638 


8...Axd2! 
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Position after: 8...xd2! 
White’s best approach is to head for a position without queens. 
9.Wxd2 


9.4xd2?! d6 10.2c3 b4 11.Ab3 Wa6 12.2d2 Wxc4 13.e3 Wxd5—+ Black has two healthy extra 
pawns. 


9...Wxd2+ 10.Axd2 d6 11.2¢3 &g7 12.0-0-0 
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Position after: 12.0-0-0 
In this position, I propose a continuation not considered by Grivas... 
12...bxc4! 


12...b4!? Grivas only considers this move, and after 13.e3 “d7 14.h4 g4 15.h5 h6 16.2d3 he stops his 
analysis and writes: “With a tiny plus (the good news is that the engines do not undestand it!), where 
Black also has his chances.” 


I absolutely disagree with this assessment. Let’s continue the line a little further: 16...a5! 17.&del 
Ab6 18.e4 Ad7 19.2e2 a4 20.Afl 2d4F Black’s position is preferable due to the powerful dark- 
squared bishop. 


13.Axc4 f5 14.f3 


A) 14.e3 Ad7 15.f3 2f6 16.h4 94 17.2f4 Bb8 18.b3 a5 19.2d3 a4f with an unpleasant queenside 
initiative. 

B) 14.h4!? 24 15.e3 Ad7 16.2d3 Ab6 17.Axb6 axb6 18.&b1 2d7F Black’s position is clearly 
better, but it may seem that White gets counterplay with 19.e4. However, after 19...fxe4 20.2xe4 h5 
21.296+ Yd8 22.2xh5 2f5+ 23.al bS 24.2f7 b4!! 25.2xg8 b3-+ White gets checkmated. 


14...Ad7 15.e4 f4 16.2e1 DedF 
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Position after: 16...@e5¥ 


Black’s position is the more promising. He has a strong bishop on g7 and can plan to seize further 
kingside space with ...h5 and ...g4. Nevertheless, summing up some conclusions on the Grivas line (I 
think this variation can safely be named after the Greek GM), we can conclude that despite all the 
rarity and creativity of the line, it is still somewhat doubtful, since Black is not just fighting for 
equality. 


( d) 4.e4 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.e4?! 
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Position after: 4.e4?! 


A pseudo-active move. White offers a pawn sacrifice in order to gain some time for development by 
attacking the knight, but this idea is highly dubious. The move was first encountered in 1971, but 
judging by the database, grandmaster Nimet was the first to play this way at a high level. In general, 
strong players tend not to play this way. 


4...2\xe4 
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Position after: 4...Axe4 
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Of course! What could be more natural? 
5.413 


A) 5.2d3!2 Wa5+ 6.Ad2 Ad6! 
Al) 7.e2? bxc4 8.202 2b7 9.Ac3 26 10.0-0 2g7 11.Zel 
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Position after: 11.8e1 


Now you can safely play 11...0-0! Unafraid of 12.2xe7 2xc3! 13.bxc3 Wxc3 14.2b1 Wd4! 15.He4 
Wxd1+ 16.2xd1 Axe4 17.8xb7 Ad6 18.8c7 Ac8 19.kel Dab 20.8xd7 Ab6 21.2de7 Axd5—+ 
Black should convert the material advantage. 


A2) 7.cxbS5 c4! 8.2c2 
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Position after: 8. &c2 


Black’s play can be improved here by 8...g6!N 9.He2 227 10.0-0 Wxb5 11.de4 Axe4 12.2xe4 d6 
13.Ad4 Wb7 14.Wa4+ Ad7 15. xc4 Ae5z White has at least won back a pawn, but Black’s 
position is still preferable due to the pressure on the b-file, and the bishop on g7 causes White 
some trouble. 


B) 5.cxb5! White comes to his senses and wins back a pawn. Although this move was encountered 


only once in the database, I think this is the best move. Now 5...!%a5+! 6.@d2 and suddenly Black 
has to be precise in the fight for some advantage. 


So 


Position after: 6.@d2 


6...a6! 7.W£3 Ad6 8.b6! [8.bxa6? @xa6F with the unpleasant idea of ...2\a6-b4.] 


B1) 8...2b7 9.Ae2 Wxb6 10.h4! An unpleasant and unexpected resource. 10...e6 11.Ac3 Ab5 
12.4\c4 Wic7 13.2£4 d6 14.0-0-0 Ad7 It seems that Black is reaching a very advantageous position, 
but there follows like a bolt from the blue... 15.Axb5! axb5 16.2xd6!! 
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Position after: 16.2xd6!! 


16...2xd6 17.0xd6+ Wxd6 18.dxe6 2xf3 19.8xd6= and White equalises. 


B2) 8...g6! 9.b4! is another strong resource. 9...cxb4 10.2b2 Bg8 11.8cl 2b7 12.Ac4 Axc4 
13.2xc4 2h6 14.8c2 297 15.2xg7 Exg7 
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Position after: 15...8&xg7 


16.%e3 b3+ 17.2d2 b2 18.%b3 d6 19.Yxb2 &f8 20.Af3 Ad7 21.0-0 YWxb6F So, after big 
complications Black is left with an extra pawn, and although White has some compensation, it is 
insufficient for equality. 


5...0d6! 6.cxb5 a6! 


With such moves Black continues to fight for the initiative on the queenside. A critical position has 
arisen, and White has many possibilities. 


Ae ian site 
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Position after: 6...a6! 
7.2f4 


A) 7.bxa6?! This only helps Black to develop his pieces. 7...Axa6 8.4\c3 [8.2d2 can be met by the 
strong 8...Ab4!N 9.2xb4 cxb4 10.4d2 g6 11.4%b3 Wad 12.Aef3 297 13.2e2 2a6 14.2xa6 Wxa6—+ 
The white king is stuck in the center and the g7-bishop places unpleasant pressure on the b2-pawn. | 
8...2b7 Now the threat is ...2\a6-b4 and ...e6, when the d5-pawn is very weak. 9.2xa6 2xa6 
10.Age2 26 11.We3 
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Position after: 11.%e3 


In this position, Black has the very strong 11...A£5!N with the idea of 12.%xc5?? [12.W/d2 is better, 
but even here after 12...8g7—+ and the further ...Af5-d4, Black has an overwhelming position. ] 
12...e6—+ Oops! Suddenly the queen is caught! 


B) 7.66?! A typical pawn drop in the Benko Gambit to prevent Black from opening the queenside 
lines. 7...%/xb6 8.4\c3 But now, there is a strong idea: 8...Ab5!N 9.Age2 g6 10.a4 Ac7 11.Af4 297 
12.2e2 d6 13.0-0 Ad7—+ Black has a healthy extra pawn, and can play ...Ae5. 


C) 7.4c3!? Here Black can improve on existing praxis with 7...axb5!N 8.24 [8.2xb5 @xb5 
9.Axb5 2a6 10.Ac3 d6 11.Age2 26 
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Position after: 11...g6 


12.0-0 Ad7 13.8d1 2g7 14.h3 0-0F Black has the advantage of the two bishops as well as pressure 
on the queenside along the open a- and b-files.] 8...b4 9.e4 Axe4 10.Wxe4 2b7 11.063 e6 12.2c4 
Se7+ Black has an extra pawn and White’s compensation is insufficient. 


7..Axb5! 
The knight threatens to jump to d4 and White cannot allow this. 


8.2xb5 axb5 9.0c3 
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Position after: 9.&c3 
Now Black shouldn’t cling to the extra pawn, but instead finish development. 
9...d6! 10.Axb5 2a6 11.Ac3 g6 12.Age2 297 13.0-0 Ad7 14.We3 De5+ 


Black has two bishops, a strong knight on e5 and in the future he can create pressure along the a- and 
b-files. 


( e) 4.Aa3 & 4.0c3 ] 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.43?! 
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Position after: 4.0c3?! 


Creating as big a conflict at b5 as possible. White provokes Black into some kind of solution: either 
he takes on c4, or plays ...b5-b4 capturing space. 


4.4\a3!? With this move White also attacks the b5-pawn and, on occasion, creates pressure on the c4- 
pawn. Played for the first time by grandmaster Velimirovic against Njegovan in 1966, despite 
White’s victory the variation is met in practice only very occasionally — strong players practically did 
not play this way according to the database and I found only 16 games. 4...bxc4! 5.f3 [For 5.@xc4 see 
4.4\d2. Dubious is 5.e3?! when Black should play 5...2b7 and after 6.2xc4 e6 7.dxe6 fxe6 8.Af3 d5 
9.2e2 &c6 10.0-0 2d6+ Black has a much better position thanks to the powerful center.] 5...e6 6.4 
exd5 7.exd5 d6 8.2xc4 A logical continuation is 8...2e7 9.Ae2 “bd7 10.0-0 0-0 11.Ac3 Abé6 12.8e1 
He8 
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Position after: 12...%e8 
13.63 AhS 14.2b2 &f6= with approximate equality. 
4...b4! 


With this reply, Black emphasizes the shortcomings of White’s move: the knight on c3 cannot find a 
decent spot. It can go to a4, where it will occupy an awkward position, or return to b1, but this is a 
waste of time. 


5.b1 


The knight returns, giving Black the right to move. 


5.4 a4 Placing the knight on the edge of the board, White prevents Black from realizing the idea of 
capturing space by ...a5-a4. On the other hand, the knight on a4 will be out of play for a long time. 
5...d6 In this position, White has chosen different plans for the positioning of his pieces. 
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Position after: 5...d6 


A) 6.43 g6 Here too, Black has acted in different ways. 


Al) 7.e3 Since e4 cannot be played, and the kingside needs to be developed, such a move is 
required. 7...227 8.2d3 0-0 9.0-0 
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Position after: 9.0-0 


Now it is logical to hit the center with 9...e6! 10.e4 exd5 1l.exd5 2¢4 12.h3 &xf3 13.Wxf3 Abd7 
14.8e1 Ae8F Black is somewhat better; he has a strong bishop on g7, and the knight on a4 is 
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extremely unsuccessful. 


A2) 7.a3 Trying to pick up the b4-pawn and start a game on the queenside. 7...a5 8.b3 227 9.axb4 
axb4 10.2b2 0-0 11.Ad2 e6 12.dxe6 
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Position after: 12.dxe6 
Now, following 12...fxe6 13.e3 2b7—+ it is difficult for White to develop his kingside and the 
knight on a4 is out of play. 


B) 6.g3 Earlier, we considered this move in conjunction with 6.43, but this variation has one 
subtlety related to the fact that the knight is not on f3. 6...26 7.222 “bd7 [The natural-looking 
7...27 is met by 8.4)xc5!2@ and the knight comes into play.] 8.Af3 297 9.2b1 
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Position after: 9.&b1 


Now the strongest move for Black is 9...%a5! and after 10.b3 ®b6 11.@xb6 axb6 12.2b2 0-0 
13.4\d2 b5+ Black’s initiative on the queenside promises better chances. 


C) 6.63 96 7.2b2 &g7 8.4 0-0 9.23 
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Position after: 9. 2d3 


Here I recommend a stronger continuation than has been seen to date in practice: 9...2e8!N 10.Ae2 
e6 11.0-0 exd5 12.exd5 2d7 13.Wc2 &2xa4 14.bxa4 “bd7+ White has the doubled pawns along the 
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a-file, and in case of an attempt to get rid of them by a2-a3, Black will play ...a7-a5 and the b4-pawn 
will be a defended passed pawn. 


Now Black has the very strong retort... 
5...e6! 


The standard struggle for the center. 
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Position after: 5...e6! 
Let’s consider White’s options... 
6.g3 


White wants to develop the bishop on g2 and defend the d5-pawn. 


A) 6.dxe6 I propose the recapture 6...dxe6!N as the endgame is better for Black after 7.Wxd8+ ©xd8 
8.Af3 2d6 9.23 2b7 10.2g2 a5 11.0-0 a4F Black has favorable play, since he has active bishops and 
pawns on b4 and a4, which have captured a lot of space on the queenside. 


B) 6.225 An active move. White develops a piece and holds the d5-square. 6...h6 
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Position after: 6...h6 


B1) 7.2h4 2b7 8.43 and in this position Black should play 8...2e7!N Threatening ...Axd5. After 
9.dxe6 [If 9.d6 2f8 10.e3 Ac6 11.82 Wb8 12.223 Ae4+ the d6-pawn is lost.] 9...dxe6 10.W%/xd8+ 
2xd8 11.Abd2 @bd7 12.€3 g5 13.2g3 Ah5 14.0-0-0 24 15.Hel Axg3 16.hxg3 2¢5+ Black has 
active pieces and the bishop pair advantage. 


B2) 7.2xf6 It’s sad to give up a strong dark-squared bishop. 7...W/xf6 8.Wic2 
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Position after: 8.¥4c2 
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Now it was possible to increase the pressure along the al-h8 diagonal by 8...g6! 9.Ad2 227 
10.2b1 0-0 11.e3 a5 12.8d3 exd5 13.cxd5 d6 14.Agf3 Ad7+ when Black’s position is better, again 
due to the two bishop advantage and extra space thanks to the queenside pawns. 


6...exd5 7.cxd5 96 8.292 d6 
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Position after: 8...d6 
9.4\d2 


9.e4? With this move White not only weakens the light squares, but the e4-pawn itself will also prove 
to be weak. 9...227 10.Ae2 0-0 11.0-0 He8 12.4%c2 The most accurate continuation now is 12...2a6! 


a 2 Cc a e is 7 7 
Position after: 12...2a6! 


A) 13.2f4? &xd5! 14.exd5 Bxe2 15.Ad2 Here Black has an extra pawn and many good moves, but 
the strongest is 15...4d7! 


Al) 16.2xd6 This tempting move leads to big problems for White. 16...af6 17.2xc5 Ec8 
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Position after: 17...&c8& 


White’s pieces are under fire and it is not surprising that the overloaded queen cannot cope with 
the defense. 18.2f3 Bxd2 19.Wxd2 &xfl 20.2xb4 2h3—+ White has no compensation for the lost 
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piece. 
A2) 16.213 &xd2 17.Wxd2 &xfl 18.8xfl Se5—+ Black has an extra pawn and the pawn majority 


on the queenside gives him an opportunity in the future to organize a dangerous passed pawn. 


B) 13.Se1 Defending against ...A\d5. 13...Abd7 14.2f4 Ag4! 15.4d2 [If 15.2xd6? Wf6—+] 15...g5 
16.3 Age5 17.2e3 Ad3—+ With an overwhelming advantage for Black. White suffers material 
losses, since 18.2eb1 is not a defense due to 18...Axb2! 19.&xb2 S2xe2 when further losses are 
inevitable. 


But even in the main game variation, 9.4d2, life is very difficult for White after... 


9...a5!N 10.Agf3 2a6 11.0-0 2g7 12.Zel 0-0 13.e4 Abd7 14.Wc2 c4! 
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Position after: 14...c4! 
A very strong move and now in the event of... 
15.Axc4 8c8 16.2f1 Ag4 17.264 &2xc4 18.2xc4 Ab6 19.b3 2xal 20.8xal Re8F 


Black has excellent chances to convert the extra exchange. 


( f) 4.93 ) 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.¢3 
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Position after: 4.g3 


A very rare sequel. White is in no hurry to take on b5, but plans to fianchetto the bishop as soon as 
possible. This continuation was encountered back in 1950, but was extremely rare. I think the 
strongest chess players generally play this way in order to avoid theory; to knock the opponent out of 
their opening preparation and play independently as quickly as possible. 


4...bxc4! 


The c4-pawn still needs to be won back. Black will be able to use the time that White requires for 
this. 


5.292 


5.4\c3 d6 6.e4 26 7.2xc4 White has won back the pawn, but now the move g2-g3, which weakens the 
light squares, looks ridiculous. 7...2g7 8.03 0-0 9.0-0 2¢4 10.8e1 Now Black can play the natural- 
looking 10...Abd7N 11.2e2 Bb8 12.22 Bb4! 
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Position after: 12...2b4! 


13.a3 [Or 13.h3 2xf3+ 14.2xf3 Ae5* and thanks to the strong b4-rook, which puts pressure on the 
weak b2- and e4-pawns, Black has some initiative.] 13...2b7 Having slightly weakened the white 
queenside, the black rook returns to its camp. 
A) 14.h3 &xf3+ 15.2xf3 De5 16.2e2 c4 17.f4 It seems that Black’s strategy is faulty, but after the 
powerful 17...2\d3! 18.8xd3 cxd3 19.W%/xd3 2b3! 
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Position after: 19...2b3! 
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20.He2 Wb8 21.Ha2 Bc8 22.2e3 h5+ Black has the standard Benko compensation, for minimal 
material damage, due to the powerful pressure on the queenside. It is Black who is playing to win in 
this position. 

B) 14.4d2 2xe2 15.Wxe2 Wa5 16.a4 &fb8 17.2a3 Ae8t Black has an initiative on the queenside, 
with the strong bishop on g7 firing down the dark al-h8 diagonal, whereas the bishop on cl is 
passive. 


5...d6 6.Ac3 26 


Here White has played in different ways, but not a single continuation even equalizes. 
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Position after: 6...26 
7.e4 


A) 7.43 It is important not to rush with castling, but instead to play 7...Abd7! 
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Position after: 7...@bd7! 


Al) 8.2d2 Abé6! 9.4xc4 Axc4 10.Wad+ 2d7 11.Wxc4 297 12.Wh4 and now 12...2b8! 
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Position after: 12...2b8! 


The rook works unpleasantly along the b-file and threatens ...2b4. After 13.0-0 2b4 14.e4 Ag4 
15.h3 De5+ we have reached a standard Benko position with pressure on the queenside. Usually, 
for such a position Black must sacrifice a pawn, but here we see that the material is equally divided 
and therefore White suffers practically for free. 
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A2) 8.0-0 227 9.A\d2 Ab6 10.Axc4 Axc4 11.Wad+ Ad7 12.Wxc4 
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Position after: 12.xc4 


Now there is the very strong 12...W%a5! After 13.&%h4 Eb8 14.h3 Wb4! The exchange of queens is 
clearly to Black’s advantage. 15.e4 2a6 16.He1 h6 17.a3 Wa5 18.Wif4 [If 18.£42 White cannot take 
control of the e5-square. For example: 18...2d4+ 19.@h2 &xc3! 20.bxc3 Wxc3 21.2e3 Be2!! 
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Position after: 21...2e2!! 


A spectacular move. 22.2f2 &f3 23.¢4 &xg2 24.&xg2 Bb2—-+] 18...Ae5—+ With the unpleasant 
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threat of ...2\d3. The reader should pay attention to the fact that the black king did not castle, but 
instead more useful moves were made. In fact, we might not castle for a long time, since nothing 
threatens the black king. 


B) 7./a4+ Abd7 8.4%c6? This is a jump into the void. [8.W%/xc4 Wa5 9.03 2a6 10.Wh4 Bb8 11.0-0 
2e7 12.a3 0-0 13.#a2 Bb3 14.Ad2 Bb7 15.h3 Bfb8F The position of the white pieces on the 
queenside is very passive, while the position of the black pieces is ideal.] 8...2b8 9.@b5 
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Position after: 9. Ab5 


9...Wa5+ 10.2c3 297 11.Wa4 Wxa4 12.4xa4 2b7 13.2\c3 e6—+ White has not achieved anything. 
In fact, the reverse is true — they are very far behind in development and face serious difficulties. 


C) 7.24 227 8.e4 Now after 8...Abd7 9.Age2 Eb8 10.2b1 0-0 11.0-0 Ag4— the c4-pawn remains 
alive, and Black wants to play ...@g4-e5 with total domination in the center. 


7...227 8.Age2 


8.£4 0-0 9.Af3 Dab 10.a3 Bb8 11.0-0 Following 11...Ac7 12.We2 e6 13.dxe6 Axe6 14.%xc4 Wb6—+ 
Black has the unpleasant threat of ...2a6. 15.2d1 2a6 16.Wa2 c4+ 17.2h1 Ag4—+ and good advice is 
hard to offer White. 


8...0-0 9.0-0 
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Position after: 9.0-0 

Now Black can use the following maneuver to prevent the c4-pawn being rounded up. 

9...2a6! 10.Wa4 Db4! 11.23 2d7 12.8%d1 Ad3—+ 

The c4-pawn is alive and, besides, it now supports a strong knight on d3. 


( g) 4.63 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.f3!? 
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Position after: 4.f3!? 


With this move White insists on carrying out the thematic e2-e4. The pawn configuration f3-e4-d5-c4 
resembles the Saemisch system in the King’s Indian Defense. In modern practice, it is not used by 
strong chess players here. 


4...b4! 


As we will see later, in many variations it 1s useful to seize space with the move ...b5-b4; in the 
future, you can send the a-pawn forward. 


5.e4 


A) 5.a4 Completely closing the game on the queenside and shifting the weight of the game to the 
king’s side and the center. 5...d6 6.e4 26 7.2d3 2g7 8.4e2 0-0 9.0-0 
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Position after: 9.0-0 


Now the natural continuation is 9...e6 10.@g3 h5 11.0d2 a5 12.Wh1 Se8 13.Ha2 h4 14.0f2 Ah5+ 
Black is clearly in a better position. They have a powerful bishop on g7, while its colleague is 
passive on cl. Black can plan: ...Ah5-f4, ...ad7-e5 or hit the center by ...f7-£5. White is deprived of 
any counterplay and his position lacks harmony. 

B) 5.24!? 26 6.h4 297 7.h5 0-0 8.e4 d6 9.Ah3 White is lagging behind in development, but has 
captured a lot of space on the kingside. Black won quickly in Zabotin, A (2495) — Skomorokhin, R 
(2400) Vladimir 2009, 0-1 (29) although the natural continuation looks to be 9...e6! 10.Af2 We7 
11.8e2 Abd7 12.Ad2 a5 13.Af1 Ab6F with further maneuvering in which Black’s chances are 
slightly better due to their advantage in development. 

C) 5.a3 Trying to start the game on the queenside. 5...a5 6.c4 d6 


C1) 7.263 96 8.Ac2 27 9.295 
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Position after: 9.225 


Here I like the idea of transferring the knight to e5 with 9...Afd7!N After 10.2a2 Ae5 11.Acl1 0-0 
12.0-0 f5!2 Black has an active position that is much easier for him to play. 


C2) 7.axb4 cxb4 8.22 
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Position after: 8. 2d2 


Threatening #2xb4. Therefore, it is now logical to play: 8...4%b6!N 9.Ae2 96 10.Af4 Afd7 11.43 
4\a6+ With a further ...&g7 and pressure along the long, dark diagonal. At the same time, White’s 
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pieces are disharmoniously positioned: for example, the knight on b1 feels very uncomfortable 
having no sensible moves. 


5...d6 
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Position after: 5...d6 
6.2.d3!? 


The most logical plan in my opinion. 
A) For 6.a3 a5 see 5.a4. 


B) 6.b3 It is not a fact that the bishop will stand well on b2, since Black can sometimes play ...e7-e5 
when the bishop will come up against a pawn, or when Black moves ...g7-g6 there will be an idea to 
move the bishop to h6, taking control of the dark squares of the cl-h6 diagonal 6...g6 7.2b2 227 
8.2d3 0-0 9.4e2 Now, after 9...Abd7 10.0-0 e6 
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Position after: 10...e6 


11.Wc2 [11.0d2? Axd5! 12.2xg7 Ae3 13.Wel &xe7 14.Bel Aes 15.2b1 We5 16.Ag3 f5—+ Black 
has an extra pawn plus an attack.] 11...Ae5 12.2xe5 dxe5 13.@d2 h5F Black has a freer position. 
White’s dark squares are weakened, and one idea for Black is to play ...2h6, ...h4, and ...h5. 


C) 6.2¢3 26 7.Ae2 297 8.Wcl 
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Position after: 8. cl 


White wants to exchange bishops by 2e3-h6. We shouldn’t interfere with this idea and instead just 
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play 8...0-0 Now 9.2h6 e6 10.4 g3 DAhS 11.8xg7 Axg7 12.82 Ad7 13.0-0 h5 14.Ah1 Bek 15.AN2 
a5 16.4e1 2a6 17.Ad2 exd5 
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Position after: 17...exd5 


18.exd5 [18.cxd5 &xe2 19.&xe2 “£5!F The knight moves to d4 thanks to the pin on the e-file. | 
18...0f5F With ...Af5-d4 coming, Black gets slightly better play. 


6...86 7.£4! 


7.Ae2 297 8.0-0 0-0 9.Ad2 e6 10.a3 Now it is worth playing 10...a5!N 11.axb4 cxb4 12.4b3 Wb6+ 
13.@h1 exd5 14.cxd5 Afd7 15.Ag3 a4F Black’s plan includes simple active moves such as ...a4-a3, 
and ...A\c5. The bishop on g7 again places unpleasant pressure on the b2-square. 


7...227 8.Af3 0-0 9.0-0 
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Position after: 9.0-0 
Now I propose a logical improvement: 
9...e6!N 


In this situation, White can choose a calm path, or declare war on his own. Let’s see what happens if 
White declares war. 


10.e5!? 


10.8e1!? exd5! 11.cxd5 [After 11.exd5 a5! 12.@bd2 Se8 13.41 a4F The bishop on g7 is very strong 
and the b4- and a4-pawns have captured a lot of space, whereas White has a potentially weak b2- 
pawn and al-h8 diagonal.] 11...c4!! 
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Position after: 11...c4!! 


This is a positional pawn sacrifice often found in the Modern Benoni Defense 12.2xc4 8e8 13.W%c2 
[Not 13.2d3? due to 13...Ag4—+ and Black develops a powerful initiative; the threat of ...%b6 is 
unpleasant.] 13...Abd7 14.Abd2 Ac5 15.h3 2b7 16.2b1 Be7 17.Lh2 We8t Black exerts maximum 
pressure on White’s center and regains a pawn. In addition, his initiative is unpleasant since his pieces 
are very active, something that cannot be said about White’s queenside pieces. 


10...dxe5 11.fxe5 Ag4 12.295 We8 13.2e4 2b7 14.dxe6 


Giving away the bishop, but getting the rook that is trapped on f8. 
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Position after: 14.dxe6 
14...2xe4 15.e7 Ac6 16.exf8=W+ Wxf8 17.Abd2 2f5 18.8e1 Agxesz 


An interesting position has arisen in which Black has excellent compensation for the exchange due to 
the powerful bishop pair and the strong knight on e5. Black has excellent control over the position, 
while White has potentially weak points at d3, c4, b2, d4. 


(h) 4.b3 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.b3 


With this move White defends the c4-pawn and plans to develop the bishop to b2, from where it will 
exert pressure along the diagonal. This move first occurred in the 1970 game Masera — Benko at 
Reggio Emilia but it never gained any popularity. Although more than a thousand of games have now 
been played in the database with this move, it is difficult to recommend this variation for White. 
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Position after: 4.b3 


4...e6! 
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In my opinion, this blow to the center is the best way to proceed against this variation. Black 
threatens ...exd5, creating a weak pawn on d5 and moving the game into an advantageous version of 


the Modern Benoni. 


4...26!? 5.262 bxc4 6.bxc4 297 


A) 7.€d2 0-0 8.e4 This position has been encountered more than twenty times, but no-one has yet 


played... 
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Position after: 8.e4 


8...Aa6N After 9.Aof3 Wad 10.Wel [Or 10.2d3 Bb8 11.Wcl Sxb2 12.Wxb2 Axd5—+] 10...axe4 
11.2x¢7 &xg7= Black has an extra pawn. 
B) 7.c3 0-0 8.8e2 d6 9.43 e6 10.dxe6 &2xe6 11.0-0 Ac6 12.Abd2 Eb8 13.8c300 Black has 
perfectly positioned pieces and has nothing to worry about. 
5.dxe6 
White has to hand over the center in order not to stand worse. The other continuations are clearly 
worse. 


A) 5.4f3 bxc4 6.bxc4 @xd5! 
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Position after: 6...xd5! 


A typical combination to exploit the vulnerability of the al-h8 diagonal. 7.cxd5 Wf6 8.dxe6 fxe6 
9.Ac3 Wxc3+ 10.2d2 Wf6 11.e3 [11.2g¢5 WS 12.e3 2b7 13.8e2 2d5 14.0-0 Ac6 15.2h4 2d6 
16.&cl1 0-0 17.223 2e7F White’s compensation for the missing pawn is highly dubious.] 11...d5 
12.2b5+ 2d7 13.2xd7+ Axd7 14.0-0 2d6 15.Wa4 We7 16.2ab1 Here you can play fearlessly: 
16...0-0! Now, after 17.2b7 Ab6 18.Exe7 @xa4 19.Exe6 Sfd8 20.8a5 Hd7F Black is somewhat 
better. He has a passed c-pawn and the e6-rook stuck in the black camp catches the eye. 


B) 5.g3?! In response to this move, Black has the powerful 5...Axd5!N 6.cxd5 Wf6 7.Ac3 Wxc3+ 
8.2d2 Wf6 9.dxe6 fxe6 
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Position after: 9...fxe6 


10.222 Ac6 11.Ah3 2b7 12.0-0 2e7 13.8c1 a6 14.2c3 Wh6 15.Af4 Bd8F White needs to look for 
at least some kind of compensation for the sacrificed pawn. 


5...fxe6 
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Position after: 5...fxe6 


A critical position in this variation. 
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6.cxb5?! 
A position appears similar to the Blumenfeld Gambit, in which White has made the unnecessary 
move b2-b3. 

A) For 6.¢3 bxc4 7.bxc4 Ac6 8.Af3 Be7 see. 6.083. 

B) 6.A£3 bxc4 7.bxc4 Ac6 8.e3 Be7 


Ae rs 2 43 
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Position after: 8...8.e7 


Romanian GM played 9.4c3 0-0 10.2e2 d5 11.cxd5 exd5 12.0-0 % (60) Istratescu, A (2667) — 
Shoker, S (2453) Metz 2014 I think after a simple 12...8£57 Black is not much better because of the 
larger space provided by the d5 and c5 pawns, d5-d4-d3 threatens with the take of the bishop. 


C) 6.g3! The most accurate solution, which keeps the position within the framework of approximate 
equilibrium. Consider other moves 6...2b7 7.Af3 


680 


a 


yyy, 


ZG 
“i 


a 


Position after: 7.Af3 


1-0 (44) Chmielewski, A (1820) — Stubbe, W (1954) Hamburg 2015 Already here, on the seventh 
move, I propose a new continuation 7...Ae4!N 8.2b2 Wa5+ 9.abd2 @xd2 10.Wxd2 Wxd2+ 
11.%xd2 bxe4 12.bxc4 Bg8 13.292 Be7 14.Bhdl 2c6 15.2c3 g5 16.Babl Bf8= A difficult but 
roughly equal endgame emerged. Conclusion: Variation 4.b3 is not dangerous for Black. Black has 
more than one good opportunity. I suggest as the most promising 4...e6! and White must be careful, 
the most accurate will be 5.dxe6 dxe6 6.g3! which leads to an approximately equal endgame. 


Getting back to the main line, with 6. cxb5?!, Black has two promising possibilities. According to my 
chess understanding, the most powerful and promising continuation is an idea that has not yet been 
tested in practice... 


6...a6!N 


6...2e4!? leads to dynamic play 7.2b2 Wa5+! 8.Ad2 c4 9.Wic2!? [9.bxc4?? Apparently this is some 
kind of joke. 9...Axd2 10.W%xd2 2b4 Lenze, T— Schnatz, W DESC email 2004, 0-1 (10)] 9...2b4 
10.Wixe4 &xd2+ 11.8d1 c3 12.2cl &xcl 13.8xcl Wxb5 An interesting position arises: 
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Position after: 13...Wixb5 


A) 14.%xa8? Clearly too greedy. 14...Ac6! 15.Wxc8+? [If 15.2xc3 0-0 16.8xc6 dxc6 17.Wixa7 Rd8+ 
18.%c2 W/f5+ 19.2c3 Wb1—+ Black should win since the white king is very weak.] 15...&e7 
16.&%xh8?? [After 16.%xc6 dxc6 17.Af3 Yb4—+ Black must win.] 16...W8{d5+ 17.&c2 Wd2+ 18.eb1 
Wb2# 


B) 14.Wic4! Wxc4 15.bxc4 a6 16.8xc3 Hb8 17.4f3 0-0c Thanks to better development and an 
insecure white king, Black has enough compensation for equality. 


7.e3 


7.bxa6? Ae4! 8.2b2 c4! A strong idea. The point is to follow with ...2b4. 9.a3 ®xa6 10.A0f3 Wa5+ 
11.Afd2 c3 12.Axc3 Axc3 13.Wcl ®e4—+ with an extra piece. 


7...axb5 8.2b2 c4! 
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Position after: 8...c4! 


9.bxc4? 


9.Af3 2b4+ 10.2 fd2 d5 11.23 2a5 12.2e2 0-0 13.0-0 Wc7t Black’s initiative and his pawn wedge 
....€6-d5-c4-b5 limits White’s position. 


9...2b4+ 10.2c3 &xc3+ 11.Axc3 Wa5 12.Age2 bxe4 13.42 0-0F 
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Position after: 13...0-0F 
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Black is ahead of White in development, and will play ...d7-d5, capturing the center. 


(i) 4.€3 
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Position after: 4.e3!? 


A calm move. White is in no hurry to take on bS5, but as if gives Black the right to speak. Among 
White’s other possibilities is an unexpected and interesting idea, g2-¢4. This move was met for the 
first time at the Stockholm Chess Olympiad in 1937, in a game between the Danish champion 
Sorensen Ernst and Vaitonis. However, the move has never been popular. 


4...2b7! 


Another move that adds pressure to the center. 


4...b4 seems logical but there is 5.¢4!?N I can’t say that White would be better here, but I would like 
to avoid this. 


5.Af3 


5.24?! bxc4! 6.2xc4 e6 7.2c3 exd5 8.Axd5 “a6 9.Ae2 Ac7F Thanks to the unsuccessful move g2- 
g4, White has a damaged kingside structure and has weakened the a8-h1 diagonal. 


5...26! 


Fianchetto is the best way to develop the kingside. 
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Position after: 5...g6! 


In this position White has a wide choice of continuations. 


6.Ac3 


The most common move. By attacking b5, White provokes Black to either take on c4, or play ...b5- 
b4. Some other possibilities for White deserve attention. 


A) 6.23 b4! 
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Position after: 6...b4! 


7.0-0 [7.Abd2!? 297 8.0-0 0-0 9.e4 d6 10.Bel a5 11.Afl a4 12.2b1 Abd7 13.h3 He8 14.493 e62 
Black is ready to open the center and counter-attack.] 7...22¢7 8.e4 d6 9.We2 0-0 10.2e3 Now Black 
has the logical 10...Ag4! 11.2g5 Ad7 12.h3 h6 13.2f4 [If 13.hxg4 hxg5 14.Axg5 e6 15.f4 2d4+ 
16.@h2 exd5 17.cxd5 Af6F White’s king can come under attack, the d4-bishop is especially strong, 
and White’s extra pawn does not play any role.] 13...age5 
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Position after: 13...0ge5 


14.Axe5 @xe5 15.8c2 e6 16.4d2 exd5 17.exd5 &c8oo Black’s position is quite good. There is still a 
lot of play ahead and Black can face the future with confidence. 


B) 6.22 2g7 7.0-0 0-0 8.£e1 d6 9.2f1 
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Position after: 9. &f1 


Black has more than one good move here, but I like 9...b4! 10.Abd2 e6 11.4 Se8 12.h3 Afd7 13.a3 
a5 14.8a2 We7 15.2d3 Da6 16.0f1 De5 17.Axe5 2xe5= The position, although complex, is 
approximately equal. 


C) 6.b3 227 7.2b2 0-0 8.2e2 b4 9.Wic2 e6 10.e4 d6 11.0-0 He8 12.2.3 
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Position after: 12.2d3 


12...exd5! [After 12...e5 13.43 a5 14.axb4 axb4 15.8xa8 2xa8 16.Abd2 Ah5 17.g3+ It is very 
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difficult for Black to create something on the kingside.] 13.exd5 2c8 14.@bd2 a5 15.h3 &a7 16.8fel 
Exel+ 17.8xel He7= with equal play. 


6...b4! 


Practically forcing the knight to go to the edge of the board, where it will be poorly positioned. 
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Position after: 6...b4! 
7.Qa4! 


The only way. By attacking the c5-pawn, White does not give Black time to strike in the center with 
...e7-e6; in the case of other continuations the move ...e7-e6 seizes the initiative. 


A) 7.4€2?! e6! 8.24 Trying to hold the d5-square [On 8.dxe6 I propose 8...dxe6!N and after 
9.Wxd8+ &xd8 10.b3 2d6 11.2b2 Abd7 12.Af4 &e7 13.Ad3 Bhd8 14.0-0-0 Ae4F Black has active 
bishops and a strong knight on e4.] 8...227 9.2e2 0-0 10.0-0 
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Position after: 10.0-0 
Here I like the look of 10...2e8N 11.Wc2 exd5 12.@xd5 a5 13.2d1 d6 14.0 xf6+ Wxf6F It is 
difficult for White to develop the cl-bishop due to the weakness of the b2-pawn. 


B) 7.4b1 looks like a waste of time. For example, 7...e6! and White cannot keep the pawn on d5, 
and has to play 8.dxe6 In similar positions, we chose to take with the d-pawn and I see no reason to 
vary here: 8...dxe6!N 9.W4xd8+ ©xd8 10.b3 897 11.2b2 Abd7 12.Abd2 We7 13.2d3 a5% with the 
further ...a5-a4 and some initiative for Black. 


7...6 8.2d3 297 9.0-0 0-0 10.e4 Abd7 
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Position after: 10...bd7 
11.h3! 


Preventive measures against ...4\g4, from where the knight can go to e5. 


Instead 11.825?! is met by the strong continuation 11...h6 12.2d2 Ag4! 13.a3 a5 14.0el Aded5 
15.2e2 Af6 16.f4 Aed7 17.2d3 e62 The knight on a4 is a long-term problem for Black. 


I now recommend the improvement: 


11...e6!N 12.a3 a5 13.8el Be8 14.8a2 exdd5 
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Position after: 14...exd5 
15.exd5 


15.cxd5!? 2a6 16.63 2xd3 17.Wixd3 Ab6 18.2xb6 Yxb6eo Black’s position is no worse, as he can 
play ...Af6-d7-e5, or perhaps indulge the queenside pawns with ...c5-c4 or ...a5-a4. 


15...%c7 16.b3 Bxe1+ 17.Wxel Se8 18.2e2 Wd8 19.8xe8+ Axe8 20.295 2f6 21.axb4 axb4= 


With an approximately equal position. With the exchange of all the rooks, the position has lost at 
least some of it tension, and further exchanges bring the game closer to a draw. 
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Position after: 21...axb4= 


Conclusion 

We have considered the system with 4.e3 against which I recommend 4...2b7! Black’s plans may 
include (depending on White’s responses) the idea of hitting the center with ...e6 — trying to knock 
out the d5-pawn from the center and expand the activity of the bishop b7 — and there is also the idea 
of capturing space on the queenside with ...b4 — cutting through the black squares and preventing the 
white knight from coming out to c3 while later looking to seize further space by ...a5-a4. 


We also considered other rare sequels, some of which were very dubious, and some which deserved 
close study. But on the whole, the conclusion is that Black was not worse in any variation, and even 
seized the initiative in many variations. 
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Chapter 10 — 4.0d2 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.4d2 bxc4 
a) 5.-- & 5.e4 e6 6.-- & 6.cxd6 
b) 5.e4 e6 6.2xc4 


( a) 5.-- & 5.e4 e6 6.-- & 6.cxd6 } 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.4d2!? 
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Position after: 4.0d2!? 


With this move, White puts pressure on the c4-square, and he is also ready to play e2-e4, and if Black 
plays 4...bxc4 then White plays 5.e4 and then takes with the bishop on c4. The cl-bishop will be 
developed via b2-b3 and 2b2. The American grandmaster William Lombardy played played this 
move for the first time at a high level against Jesus Diez del Corral in 1973. However, this variation 
was encountered only sporadically until the 90s, when strong players began to try to play this way. 
Nevertheless, this continuation has never been particularly popular. 


4...bxc4! 


Nevertheless, Black takes on c4 offering White the c4-square at his disposal. However, Black’s plans 
include a strike in the center by means of ...e7-e6, and also plans to put pressure on the d5- and c4- 
squares by ...d6, ...Ad7-b6. 


5.e4 

Fortifying the d5-pawn and looking to take with bishop on c4, this is essentially the only move, since 
bad would be: 

5.4xc4? 2b7! Unexpectedly, White has problems defending the d5-pawn. 


A) 6.43 e6 7.dxe6 fxe6 8.4\c4 d5 9.4)e3 Now Black has the very strong 9...c4! After 10.¢3 2b4+ 
11.2d2 &2xd2+ 12.Wixd2 d4 13.222 Wd7 14.Hh3 &c6 15.2xc6 Yxc6 16.0-0 dxe3—+ White is left a 
piece down and without any compensation for it. 


B) 6.d6 exd6 7.2\xd6+ 2xd6 8.Wxd6 De4 9.Wed5+ 
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Position after: 9.4e5+ 


Now 9...f8!N leads to a very promising position for Black. 10.Af3 d5 11.b4 Giving up a pawn but 
returning the queen to a safe zone [Or 11.e3 Ac6 12.Wf4 “b4—+ with a decisive advantage, since 
the knight threatens an unpleasant jump to c2.] 11...Ac6 12.W%b2 cxb4 13.e3 h5! 14.2d3 a5 15.0-0 
£h6+ Black has included in the game (an otherwise non-working rook on h8) and can develop an 
initiative against the white king. Moreover, do not forget that Black has a healthy extra pawn. 


5...e6! 


re 


Position after: 5...e6! 


According to the opening principles of chess, Black fights for the center. Now White has a choice of 
various possibilities. 


6.dxe6 


An anti positional surrender of the center, although several strong GMs have played this way. 
A) 6.2xc4 This is the main move, and is analysed in the next subchapter. 
B) 6.Axc4? @xe4 7.d6 Thanks to the d6-pawn, White expects to receive compensation, but after 
7...2,a6 8.4 £5 9.2f4 Ac6 10.0-0-0 26 11.8e5 Axe5 12.4xe5 2xfl 13.8xfl 27 14.0c4 0-0-+ 


Black has a healthy extra pawn and can develop an attack on the queenside. Black won quickly in 
Martyn, R (2293) — Gundavaa, B (2458) Beijing 2008, 0-1 (23). 


6...dxe6! 


6...fxe6?! This move is based on the principle: “Capture with a pawn toward the center” but it does 
not work here because of: 7.e5! @d5 8.Axc4+ when White is clearly in a better position; the knight 
on c4 is especially strong. 


7.2xc4 2b7 8.We2 Ac6 9.Agf3 Be7 10.0-0 0-0 


Despite the fact that Black has an isolated c5-pawn, he has pleasant play due to the advantage in 
development, and the c5-pawn provides additional control over the d4-square. In practice, the 
following possibilities have been encountered: 


hae 


Z 


WY, Yay Y 
Yi, Wi 
LMy/, 


WA, 
YK, 


ee 


Position after: 10...0-0 
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It is not dangerous to seize space by 
11.e5 


A) 11.8d1!? 4c7 12.b3 led to Black’s victory in Mamedyarov, S (2764) — Xiong, J (2709) chess. 
com INT 2020. Indeed, Black has a lot of interesting and promising opportunities, but I like the 
following approach: 12...a5! 13.2b2 Efd8 14.a4 @d4 15.Axd4 cxd4 16.2acl Yb8 
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Position after: 16...W{b8 


17.243 [ 17.e5?7! @d5 18.2xd5 2xd5 19.2xd4 2xb3 20.0xb3 Wxb3 21.%c4 Sab8+ Thanks to the 
activity of the black pieces, Black clearly has the better play.] 17...Wf4 18.Axd4 Wxe4 19.Wxe4 
4\xe4o Black is no worse. The a5-pawn stops the b3- and a4 -pawns, while there is also control 
over the b4-square and Black’s pieces are active. 


B) 11.4b3 The idea of this move is to develop the bishop to an active position and control the d4- 
square. But now Black has the very powerful move 11...a5! 12.25 a4 13.2xf6 gxf6 14.Abd2 and 
here 14...4%c7! Taking control of the b8-h2 diagonal and threatening W/f4 on occasion. 15.We3 Zfd8 
16.8fd1 Ad4¥ Black is somewhat better due to good control over the center and the advantage of the 
two bishops, which may have an effect as play proceeds. 


11...Ad5 12.A¢e4 We7 13.Ac3 


On 13.Aeg5? h6 14.Ah3 Bfd8 15.2d3 Adb4 16.2b1 2a6 17.We4 2d3 18.2xd3 Axd3—+ Black went 
on to win in Damjanovic, D (2254) — Djokic, N (2356) Belgrade 2010, 0-1 (40). White suffers 
material losses, since although the e5-pawn can be protected by the bishop from f4, the b2-pawn will 
be lost. 
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Position after: 13...2ad8 

14.Qb5 

14.2d1? loses a pawn to 14...@)xc3 15.bxc3 @xe5!—+ 
14...4%b8 15.b3 h6 16.Be1 Aa5+ 


Black will emerge with the advantage of the two bishops as White faces some issues after 17.243 
“\b4 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.4d2!? bxc4! 5.e4 e6! 6.2xc4 
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Position after: 6. 2xc4 


The most logical continuation — White develops the bishop to an active position and strengthens the 
d5-pawn. 


6...exd5 7.exd5 d6 8.Ae2 


8.2) gf3!? Be7 9.0-0 0-0 10.Bel Abd7 11.b3 Ab6 12.Af1 @xc4 13.bxc4 
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Position after: 13.bxc4 
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Black has gained the bishop pair, but White’s pieces are relatively active and Black cannot prevent 
the exchange of one of his bishops. 13...2f5 14.0g3 296 15.Ah4 Bb8 16.0hf5 Be8 17.W3 Bf8 
18.2d2 Wd7 19.2c3 Bxel+ 20.8xel Se8 21.2&xe8 Axe8= At some point, Black will have to play 

... 2£5, when in some variations there is an idea of a counterattack by ...Wa4, attacking the c4- and a2- 
pawns. 


8...2e7 9.0-0 0-0 


Now, Black’s plans include ...@\bd7-b6, putting pressure on d5 and c4. 
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Position after: 9...0-0 
10.b3 


The most logical square for the bishop is b2, so this move makes a lot of sense, but I also considered 
alternatives; 


A) For 10.@c3 Abd7 11.63 Ab6 see 10.63 
B) 10.4g3 @bd7 11.b3 Ab6 White now needs to decide how to defend the d5-pawn. 
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Position after: 11... 0b6 


B1) 12.%%£3!? I now recommend the improvement 12...2¢4!N 13.%d3 [13.W£4?! is bad because of 
the strong 13...h5! 14.h3 @fxd5+ and Black has the advantage.] 13...Ah5! It is useful for Black to 
exchange several pieces. 14.Axh5 2xh5 15.2b2 226 16.W @xc4 17.Axc4 He8 18.Bad] 2f8= 
The position is approximate equal: despite having the supposed advantage of two bishops, the 
black bishop on f8 is passive and cannot show its strength. On the other hand, Black’s plans 
include ...a5-a4, creating a weakness on the queenside. 


B2) 12.Ade4?! led to a long draw in Zakharevich, I (2530) — Kozak, V (2320) Tula 1998, 4-4 
(55) Now is the time for an improvement: 12...Axc4!N and after 13.bxc4 @xe4 14.0xe4 £5 
15.Qd2 &b8F Black has the bishop pair and can play ...2f6 next, with a promising position. 


C) 10.8e1!? Abd7 
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Position after: 10...bd7 


11.4c3 [11.63 Ab6 12.Af4 Now Black can play the human-looking 12...Axc4 13.Axc4 2a6 14.h3 
&xc4 15.bxc4 Bb8 16.2d2 g6 17.Ad3 He8 18.W%c2 Sf8= The bishop is transferred to g7 and Black 
has no problems] 11...4.b6 12.63 The best solution here is 12...2¢4!N 13.W/c2 [13.£3!? 2f5 14.2b2 
Eb8co with a complex and unclear game.] 13...2h5 14.2b2 296 15.Wd1 Afd7 16.2b5 2f6 17.Ade4 
Be5 18.Wid2 Zb80o The position is again complex and double-edged. 


10...Abd7 11.2b2 Ab6 
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Position after: 11...b6 
12.43 


12.Af4 2e4! 13.£3 Now Black has the natural 13...2f5 14.4e1 Afd7 15.Ah5 226 16.Axg7? 


This is a serious mistake. [16.2\g3 e8co with complex play, but White has no opening advantage. ] 
16...2f6 17.0e6 fxe6 18.dxe6 d5—+ Black remains with extra material and a winning position. 


In the position after our main line 12.4c3, I propose a logical improvement on existing theory. 
12...Axc4!N 13.0xc4 2a6 14.Wd3 

Or 14.Bel Be8 15.Wc2 Bf8 16.2ad1 Bb80o and Black has a good position. 

14...Ag4! 

Black is planning ...®e5. 


15.2 


In case of 15.We2 there follows 15...f5! 16.0a4 &f7 17.2ae1 Bb80o with promising and active play for 
Black. 


15...f3! 


Taking control of the e4-square and showing no fear of weakening the e6-square. 
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Position after: 15...f5! 
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16.He2 2f6 17.Af4 &xb2 18.8% xb2 &xc4 19.bxc4 We! 20.%cl 


20.Wxf6 Trading queens gives White nothing. 20...Axf6 21.2fel Zfe8 22.2\e6 Zab8oo The knight on 
e6 is a “paper tiger” — it will not do any harm and Black has fully-adequate play. 


20...8fb800 


A position has arisen in which Black’s pieces are active and he can boldly look into the future. 


Conclusion 

We have considered the 4.42 variation and a good reaction is 4...bxc4 5.e4 e6! fighting for the 
center, after which the most logical moves are 6.2c4 exd5 7.exd5 d6 Now Black plays ...2e7, ...0-0, 
...2)bd7-Ab6, and sometimes goes ...“\c4, gaining the bishop pair, which may prove advantageous. 


704 


Chapter 11 
4.a4 — Sosonko Variation 
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Chapter 11 — 4.a4 — Sosonko Variation 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.24 Wa5+ 


a) 5.Ac3 
b) 5.242 
( a) 5.03 } 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.a4!? 
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Position after: 4.a4!? 


The idea behind this move is that White forces Black to decide on the b5-pawn’s fate immediately. 
White does not mind if Black closes the queenside by ...b5-b4, while in the event of ...bxc4 White 
wants to play “c3 and then e4 winning back the c4-pawn. Miguel Najdorf was the first to play 4.a4, 
against De Miguel in the 38th Argentinean Championship in 1960, but in theory this variation is 
called the Sosonko variation, despite the Argentinian grandmaster using it first. In modern practice, it 
is rarely used by strong players, since Black has found promising ways of development. 


4...Wa5+! 
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A strong move that disturbs the harmony of the white pieces. 


5.4\c3?! 


This move looks like a waste of time. 


A) 5.2d2 This is the main continuation and is analysed in the next subchapter. 


B) 5.Ad2? bxc4 6.23 2b7 7.222 Axd5 8.AgB 
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Position after: 8. Agf3 


White is simply left a pawn down and now Black has the strong 8...%a6! 9.0-0 @b4—+ With the idea 
of ...d7-d5, when White has no compensation for the lost pawn. 


C) 5.Wd2 Wxd2+ 6.Axd2 bxc4 7.e4 Now the correct response is 7...2a6! 8.2xc4 @b4 9.2b1 e6 
10.dxe6 fxe6 11.Agf3 2b7 12.e5 Afd5 13.0-0 2e7+ Black stands better due to the actively located 
knights on d5 and b4. Black can castle short and try to use the half-open f-file. For example, ...Ad5- 
f4: 


5...b4! 6.Ab1 g6 7.b3 227 8.2b2 
Here, Black should play... 
8...e6!N 


This move, which has never been seen in practice, 1s the strongest. I have considered the following 
possibilities... 
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Position after: 8...e6!N 

9.e3 


9.e4 0-0 10.e5 is an attempt to play aggressively. [In the case of the calmer 10.2d3 exd5 11.exd5 
He8+ 12.Ae2 d6 13.0-0 Abd7 14.Ad2 Ae5 15.2c2 Ah5+ Black is better, as ...4\e5-f3 is threatened. ] 
10...He8 11.£4 2b7 12.0f3 d6 
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Position after: 12...d6 
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White’s center begins to burst at the seams. The danger of White’s position can be illustrated by the 
following variation: 13.Abd2 Ad7 14.2e2 dxe5 15.fxe5 Wc7! 16.d6 Wd8 17.W%c2 [17.0-0? Of course 
not this move because of the pin on the long diagonal. 17...axd6—+] 17...Axe5! 


Position after: 17...®xe5! 
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An unexpected piece sacrifice! 18.Axe5 2xg2 19.8¢l Wh4+ 20.ed1 Wxh2 21.Aef3 &xf3 22.Axf3 
Wxd6+ 23.%el Hd8+ Black has 4 pawns for the piece, more than enough compensation. 


9...exd5 10.cxd5 0-0 11.24 d6 12.Af3 Abd7 13.0-0 Wd8 14.Abd2 Ab6 15.e4 Axc4 16.bxe4 He8 
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Position after: 16...&e8 

17.8e1 

17. Wc2 Axe4 18.2x97 @xd2—+ Black is left with an extra pawn and a won position. 
17...Axe4! 18.2xg7 Axd2 19.8xe8+ Wxe8 20.2f6 Ded 21.2b2 a5 22.We2 2d7 23.8e1 f5—+ 


Black has an extra pawn, and at any moment he can consider capturing the a4-pawn. The presence of 
the bishop on b2 hardly consoles White, since in case of any threat along the al-h8 diagonal, Black 
can play ...Ac3. 


( b) 5.2d2 ) 
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1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.a4!? Wa5+! 5.2d2 
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Position after: 5.2d2 


The only good move. True, the bishop will be awkwardly placed on b4, but this is the lesser of evils, 
as other answers are clearly worse. 


5...b4 


The only move, otherwise White will stmply capture on b5. Now White’s problem is that the knight 
on b1 cannot enter the game and the bishop on d?2 is not well placed. 


6.%c2 
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With the idea of e2-e4. Other moves have also been used in practice. 
A) 6.2cl g6 7.b3 (See 5.%c3 in the previous subchapter.) 


B) 6.f3 Playing in the style of the Saemisch system; White wants to play e2-e4, building a strong 
framework of pawns in the center. 6...d6 7.e4 26 8.2d3 227 9.2a2 0-0 10.b3 e6 11.2f4 
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Position after: 11.24 


Now Black can seize the initiative with 11...W%d8! 12.Ae2 AhS 13.2e3 £54 when Black’s play on 
the kingside and in the center is clearly more promising than White’s. 


C) 6.b3 26 7.Wic2 Bg7 8.Ra2 d6 9.f3 e6 10.e4 0-0 11.2d3 Abd7 12.24 We7 13.Ad2 Ah5 14.2€3 
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Position after: 14. 8e3 


The game can now switch to a dynamic development scenario after 14...exd5! 15.cxd5 f5 16.e2 
4e5 17.0-0 Axd3 18.W/xd3 a5—+ White misses his light-squared bishop, and his position is already 
almost hopeless. 


D) 6.23!? d6 7.222 96 8.e4 Abd7 9.b3 297 10.Ha2 0-0 11.He2 After 11...e6! 12.0-0 exd5 13.exd5 
Ae5 14.h3 Be8 15.214 h5 16.Ad2 2f5F Black has a slightly better position. Black can use the 
weakness of the d3-square by jumping in with a knight, while White’s e2- and d2-knights are 
passively located 


6...26! 


The optimal development for the bishop is the g7-square, where it will press unpleasantly along the 
al-h8 diagonal. 


7.e4 
For 7.b3 227 8.2a2 see 6.b3. 
7...6 8.2.03 


A) 8.Af3 227 9.2d3 Abd7 (See 6.D£3.) 
B) 8.f4 227 9.3 0-0 10.2d3 (See 8.23.) 


8...297 
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Position after: 8...2¢7 

9.f4! 
With this move, White puts more pressure on the center and can sometimes prepare a breakthrough in 
the center with e4-e5. 


A) 9.h3 0-0 10.Af3 Abd7 (See 6.Af3.) 


B) 9.Ae2 Abd7 10.f4 Now it is better for Black to postpone castling and immediately fight for the 
center by 10...c6!N 11.0-0 exd5 


i ee 
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Position after: 11...exd5 


12.cxd5 [If 12.exd5 0-0 13.h3 Be8 14.&h1 8a6F Black can double his rooks along the e-file. White 
has problems with the development of the queenside.] 12...c4! 13.%xc4 Wb6+ 14.@h1 a5 15.Wcl 
Ac5 16.2b5+ 2d7 17.23 &xb5 18.axb5 Afxe4+ White has many weak pawns. 


9...0-0 10.2f3 e6! 11.0-0 exd5 12.exd5 


12.cxd5? is worse because of the powerful sequence: 12...c4! 13.8xc4 Wc5+ 14.8h1 a6 15.b3 &xc4 
16.bxc4 &c8 17.e5 Axd5—+ White’s position is falling apart like a house of cards. 


12...224 13.h3 &2xf3 14.8xf3 
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Position after: 14. &xf3 
In this position, I offer a natural improvement on existing theory... 
14...8e8!N 15.2e3 Da6 16.Ad2 b3! 


Sacrificing a pawn, but opening the b-file to the rook. 


17.Axb3 Wb6 18.25 Yb7 19.8a3 Ab4 20.Wb1 Se7 21.2f1 Rae8 22.22 Aedt 
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Position after: 22...0e4* 


White’s pieces are in passive positions and the extra pawn is not felt at all, whereas Black is very 
active and has an unpleasant initiative. 


Conclusion 

The variation with 4.a4, named after Sosonko, is not dangerous for Black. The reader should 
remember that the strongest response is 4...!%a5, after which the harmony of White’s pieces on the 
queenside is broken. White is practically forced to play 5.2d2, after which Black closes the queenside 
with 5...b5-b4 (5...b4) and then plays ...g6, ...2g7, ...0-0 and ...e6 with strong pressure in the center 
and down the long diagonal. 


In general, playing with Black is more pleasant, therefore, in modern practice, strong chess players 
prefer not to play this way as White. 
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Chapter 12 — 4.W%c2 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.Wc2 b4 5.€4 dé 
a) 6.-- 

b) 6.a3 

c) 6.Af3 

d) 6.f4 


( a) 6.-- 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.8c2!? 


Usually, it is not recommended to move the queen so early in the game, since it can get hit by the 
opponent’s minor pieces. Classical chess teaching says that first it is necessary to bring out the 
knights, and then the bishops. But to every rule there is an exception: since Black has created a crisis 
in the center, White wants to support the d5-pawn with the e-pawn. With 4.W/c2, therefore, White 
does not so much defend the c4-pawn as follow an idea to capture the center by e2-e4. 
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The Danish master Enevoldsen first played this way against Beyen in 1958 and White won the game. 
Nevertheless, this move was not immediately encountered in the practice of strong chess players, but 
it began to be played more often at the end of the twentieth century. This move was recommended by 
GM Evgeny Postny in his ChessBase file titled “Complete Repertoire against the Benko Gambit”, as 
well as by John Watson in his book “A Strategic Chess Opening Repertoire for White”. One of the 
advantages of the move is that White avoids direct confrontations and it is positional in nature. 
Moreover, Black may not be ready for this move, although more than 2000 games have been played 
in the database with this move! 
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Position after: 4. c2!? 


4...b4! 


I think this is the best reaction to the move 4.W%/c2. Black seizes space on the queenside and does not 
allow the white knight on b1 to move to c3. 


5.e4 


5.24 d6 6.b3 26 7.2b2 297 8.c4 e6 9.dxe6 This position arose in my blitz game RastkoNs — 
Kovalchuk, lichess.org 2021. I should have played here 9...fxe6!N 10.Ad2 @c6 11.0-0-0 We7 12.f3 
2b7¥ Black has a more flexible pawn structure, and later, for example after ...\d7 and the exchange 
of the dark-squared bishops, Black will have the d4-square. 


5...d6 


We have reached an important fork in the road. 
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Position after: 5...d6 
6.225!? 


6.a3, 6.23 and 6.f4 are all analysed in the next subchapters. 


A) 6.2.03 g6 The young Russian grandmaster Nesterov played here 7.a3!? [For 7.Af3 see 7.23; 
For 7.f4 227 8.3 see 6.f4 in subchapter d).] 7...a5! 8.axb4?! cxb4 9.c5 White is acting very 
decisively, and won quickly in the game Nesterov, A (2482) — Janaszak, D (2348) Chess. com INT 
2021, 1-0 (26) but Black has the promising move 9...Abd7!N 
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Position after: 9...&bd7!N 


10.2b5 [On 10.c6 Ac5 11.2e3 &xd3+ 12.Wxd3 2a6 13.4c2 &g7 14.4£3 0-0 15.Abd2 e6F White’s 
position is extremely unpleasant.] 10...2a6 11.2xa6 Bxa6 12.c6 Ac5 13.83 Acxe4¥ White is a 
pawn down and clearly doesn’t have enough compensation for it. 

B) 6.b3!? g6 7.2b2 saw black win in Haldorsen, B (2370) — Shabalov, A (2549) Helsingor 2017, 0-1 
(34) Here I suggest 7...e5!N 8.23 [If 8.dxe6?! fxe6 9.Af3 @c6 10.2e2 2h6 11.0-0 e5 12.2d1 We7 
13.Abd2 a5+ with ideas ...a4 or ...\d4.] 8...Ah5 9.Ae2 297 10.a3 bxa3 11.Axa3 “a6 12.0-0 0-0 
13.2c3 Ab4 14.47 d2 a5 15.Ab5 Wb6 16.£a3 2d7 17.2fal f500 with a complex, fighting position 


6...26 7.243 297 8.De2 Abd7 
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Position after: 8...@bd7 
9.0-0 


9.£4? Ag4 10.4%cl and now Black can gain a big advantage with 10...h6! 11.2h4 g5! 12.fxe@5 [After 
12.293 exf4 13.2xf4 AgeS 14.2xe5 @xe5 15.Af4 e6—+ White’s dark squares are catastrophically 
weak.] 12...Ade5 13.2c2 “xc4—+ White’s position is hopeless as the b2-pawn is impossible to 
defend. 


Now I suggest the following line. 
9...h6!N 10.2¢3 


10.2h4?! g5 11.2g3 AhS 12.Ad2 a5 13.f4 a4 14.Bael Axg3 15.Axg3 exf4 16.2xf4 2d4+ 17.vhl 
4\e5+ Black is better due to the advantage of the two bishops and a strong blockading knight on eS. 
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Position after: 11...0ge5 


Black’s position is no worse as he can take the bishop on d3 at any moment, gaining the bishop pair. 
In practical play, I would choose Black’s side. 


( b) 6.a3 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.8 c2!? b4! 5.e4 d6 6.a3 
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Position after: 6.a3 
Postny recommends this move, with the idea of using the b4-pawn as a hook. 
6...a5! 


But Postny does not consider this strong move in reply. Black’s idea is that in the case of axb4 cxb4, 
Black’s ...b4 and ...a5 pawns can later advance. I have considered two possibilities; 


7.axb4 


7.f4!? An aggressive move with the goal of playing a future e4-e5. 
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Position after: 7.f4!? 


Now there is the logical continuation 7...g6!N 8.03 227 9.2e2 0-0 10.0-0 Abd7 
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Position after: 10...@bd7 
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A) 11.e5? dxe5 12.fxe5 Ag4 13.c6 fxe6 14.h3 AgeS 15.dxe6 Axf3+ 16.2xf3 He5 with a large 
advantage for Black, since on 17.8xa8 there follows 17...Wd4+ 18.2f2 Ad3 19.23 b3 20.Wd2 2b7 
21.Wfe3 Wd6—+ Despite the extra piece, it is hard to offer good advice to White. Black has many 
threats, the main one being ...2d4. 


B) 11.f5 a4 12.2f4 h6 13.fxg6 fxg6+ Black’s position is clearly better due to the weakness of the 


kingside. 


7...cxb4 8.Af3 26 
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Position after: 8...26 
9.263 


A) 9.b3 227 10.2b2 0-0 11.2e2 Abd7 12.Abd2 Ac5 13.Ad4 2d7 14.0-0 a4 15.Ac6 2xc6 16.dxc6 
Now 16...a3 17.2d4 Dh5 18.2xg7 Axg7—+ gives Black a decisive advantage due to the passed a3- 
pawn and the powerful c5-knight, which presses on the b3- and e4-pawns. 


B) 9.h3 2g7 10.c5 Black is better after 10...0-0 11.c6 Aa6 12.2e3 b3 13.4%xb3 Axe4 14.2c4 Eb8F. 


9...297 10.Abd2 0-0 


723 


“t he 
mi 
‘eS 


a Nw ft OO N O 


Position after: 10...0-0 
11.h3 


11.c5 dxc5 12.2xc5 Wc7 13.Wicl 2g¢4 14.2d4 Wxcl+ 15.8xcl &xf3 16.gxf3 a4t Black has the 
initiative. 


11...Afd7 12.2e2 DAc5 13.Ab3 Abd7 14.Axc5 Axc5F 


Black has slightly better play due to the strong bishop on g7, and the possibility of creating a passed 
pawn by ...a4-a3. 


( c) 6.0f3 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.%c2!? b4! 5.e4 dé 6.Af3 
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Position after: 6. Af3 

6...26 

The bishop clearly belongs on the long, dark diagonal. White now has a wide choice of moves; 
7.2.03 


A) 7.a3 Since Black has advanced the b4-pawn, White is trying to use this pawn as a hook. 7...2¢7 
8.axb4 cxb4 9.2d2 Wb6 10.2e3 Wb7 11.Abd2 a5! 
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Position after: 11...a5! 


12.8e2 [12.c5!? dxc5 13.2c4 Abd7 14.0-0 0-0 15.h3 Wc7o0o The queenside pawns are blocked and 
White has compensation, but not more.] 12...0-0 13.0-0 Afd7 14.Ael a4 15.h3 b32 Black’s far- 
advanced queenside pawns pose a serious threat to White. 

B) 7.2e2 297 8.0-0 0-0 9.h3 a5 10.81 [10.8e3 Now I like: 10...e5!N 11.¢4! Otherwise Black plays 
...@£6-h5 with the initiative on the kingside. 11...h5 12.Ah2 Ah7 13.0d2 Wh4oo Black has a good 
chance of getting a kingside initiative.] 10...a4 11.24?! a3 12.e5 
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Position after: 12.e5 


12...2£5! 13.4%b3 @fd7! White’s position is hopeless, and the natural 14.2f1 is followed by 
14...dxe5 15.Axe5 @xe5 16.2xe5 &xe5 17.2xe5 Wd6 18.2e2 Wf6—t It is impossible for White to 
develop his queenside without material losses. 


C) 7.63? A pawn blunder. 7...Axe4 and Black wins more material in view of 8...227, while on 
8.2b2 there is 8...0f6 


7.287 


White again has some choice here. 
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Position after: 7...227 
8.0-0 


Most often played according to the database. Alternatively; 


8.h3 Taking control of the g4-square and preventing Black from carrying out the maneuver ...@f6-¢4- 
e5. 8...0-0! 
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Position after: 8...0-0! 
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A) For 9.0-0 see 8.0-0 


B) 9.225 a5! 10.Abd2 a4! Consistent and strong [10...e5?! is not so good, as after 11.¢4!+ White’s 
play is more promising.] 11.0-0 e5! 
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Position after: 11...e5! 
When White has castled, this move is now appropriate 12.&fel h6 13.2e3 @h5t Black has easy 
kingside play and White should think about defense. 


C) 9.2¢3 a5 10.Abd2 a4 11.8d1 Abd7 12.0-0 Now Black should prepare ...e7-e5 by 12...2e8! and 
now 13.8fel e5! 


a 
eesere 


Soccer te Ae e seed 
4 


Praasts, en Ciroaste 
7, 


Seceetle 


4 
eoreaee 


; Z Ve 
wily Wits WM UY 
REO BRT] 


Y Y “Ky, Yea 
MEAS 
abcdefgh 


a ie 


728 


Position after: 13...e5! 
14.dxe6 &xe6 15.4 f1 2b7F The e4-pawn is weak and Black can double the rooks along the e-file 
with promising play. 
D) 9.24 Black should now play 9...Ah5!N 10.2g5 h6 11.2e3 e5F The knight is ready to jump to £4 
and Black threatens the thematic ...f7-f5. 

8...0-0 9.h3 
A) 9.£e1 Here I like 9...a5!N 10.h3 e5 11.a3 ®a6 12.Abd2 2d7 13.Af1 AhSt with promising play 
for Black. 
B) 9.Abd2 a5 10.2b1 e5 11.8e1 Wh5*t with a standard kingside initiative. Black won a long game 
in Laylo, D (2497) — Ivanisevic, I (2632) Jakarta 2013, 0-1 (79). 


9...a5 10.2f4 
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Position after: 10.24 
In this position, Black has the natural and strong retort... 
10...e5!N 11.295?! 


Instead, after 11.dxe6 2xe6 12.4d1 We7 13.2e2 BRd8 14.Abd2 “c6F the pawns on d6 and e4 are 
mutual weaknesses, but Black’s position is somewhat more pleasant due to the fact that he has an 
excellent bishop on g7 and, on occasion, can prepare the knight’s jump to d4. 


11...h6 12.2e3 Ah5 13.a3 Af4 14.2xf4 b3! 15.Wxb3 exf4 16.Abd2 Ad7 17.8ab1 2b8 18.W%e2 h5 
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Position after: 18...h5 

Now ...g5 is an unpleasant threat. 

19.h4 2f6 20.93 fxg3 21.fxg3 AeS—+ 

White has very weak dark squares on the kingside. 


( d) 5. 6.f4 } 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.8% c2!? b4! 5.e4 dé 6.f4! 
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Position after: 6.f4! 


a Nw ft | ON Oo 


CG Ye 


pT oo e tT a 


This is the choice of the Fabiano Caruana and I think it is the most dangerous continuation. White 
places more and more pressure on the center and is looking for an even greater seizure of space by 
way of e4-e5. Alternatives are less dangerous. 


6...26 7.Af3 297 8.2d3 0-0 9.0-0 


Position after: 9.0-0 
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In this position, my preference goes for the following continuation. 
9...\bd7!? 10.h3! 


This move is also the choice of elite grandmaster, Fabiano Caruana. 


A) 10.W%/e2 The queen can often prove to be badly placed here, as the opening of the e-file will see 
her hit by a rook on e8. 10...e6! 11.dxe6 fxe6 
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Position after: 11...fxe6 


Al) 12.e5!? dxe5 13.fxe5 Ag4 14.295 We7 15.2e7 SxB! 
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Position after: 15... 2xf3! 


16.¢xf3 [16.Wxf3? AdxeS 17.Wxa8 Axd3 18.g3 2d4+—+ White’s king comes under a dangerous 
attack.] 16...Agxe5 17.24 Ac6 18.2h4 2b7 19.203 Wc8 20.Yg2 Ad4&e with excellent 
compensation for Black due to active pieces. The knight on d4 is especially strong, and it is also 
worth noting that White’s kingside pawn structure is damaged. 


A2) 12.g5 
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Position after: 12. Ag5 
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Our editor drew in Moskalenko, V (2509) — Demuth, A (2551) Barcelona 2018, 2 (33) but it is 
also possible to improve on an already well-played game with: 12...We7!N 13.Ad2 Dh5 14.0h3 
e5t and Black seizes the initiative. 


B) 10.2?! With the idea of heading to h4. I recommend here: 10...e6! 11.!%h4 exd5 
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Position after: 11...exd5 


Whichever pawn White recaptures with, they have problems: 


B1) 12.exd5 Ah5! 13.W/f2 [13.Wxd8 Bxd8+ Black is better because it is difficult for White to 
develop his queenside.] 13...a5+ In view of the strong bishop on g7 and the far advanced b4-pawn, 
it is not easy for White to bring out the pieces on the queenside, while Black plans ...a4-a3. 


B2) 12.cxd5? is worse because of the powerful 12...c4! 13.8c2 [13.2xc4 Axe4 14.Wxd8 Bxd8 
15.abd2 Axd2 16.Axd2 Ab6 17.2b3 
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Position after: 17.2b3 


17...a5 18.24 2a6 19.2el 2d4+ 20.eh1 Be8—+ White is far behind in development, since his 
queenside pieces are not developed, and his d5-pawn is also weak.] 13...Ac5 14.Abd2 c3 15.bxc3 
bxc3 16.Ab3 “fxe4—+ Black has a healthy extra pawn and very active pieces. 


10...e6 11.23 
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Position after: 11.8.e3 
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In this position, I propose the following novelty... 


11...exd5!N 12.cxd5 Se8 13.8e1 Ab6 14.Abd2 a5 15.8ad1 a4 16.2f2 Ah5 17.f5 2d7 18.2h4 Wc8 
19.fxg6 hxg6 20.e5 dxe5 21.4 b3 22.42 Wb8oo 


With a very complex and obscure game. Black has an extra pawn, but White has piece activity that 
compensates for the material damage, but not more. 
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Position after: 22...Wb8 


Conclusion 

We have considered the 4.%c2 variation which leads to an interesting and difficult game. This early 
development of the queen prepares e2-e4 to support the d5-pawn. The variant is not devoid of poison. 
I recommend reacting to it with 4...b5-b4! and then Black’s plans include: ...g6, ...&2g7, ...0-0, ...e7-e6, 
and ...a7-a5-a4. 


True, in some variations there are some specific recommendations that are useful, even necessary, for 
Black to know. My own feeling is that this system is not as dangerous for Black as the more 
principled lines starting with 4.cxbS. 
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Chapter 13 
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1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.Af3 
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Chapter Guide 


Chapter 13 — 4.03 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.Af3 b4 

a) 5.-- 

b) 5.a3 

c) 5.Abd2 g6 6.e4 dé 7.-- 

d) 5.Abd2 26 6.e4 d6 7.€5 

e) 5.Abd?2 26 6.c4 d6 7.2d3 Bg7 8.-- & 8.AFI 
f) 5. Abd? 96 6.e4 d6 7.243 &g7 8.0-0 


— 


( a) 5.-- 


e 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.4f3!? 


This is a tricky option. White brings the knight out, and “allows Black to speak” as it were. In some 
lines, the presence of the f3-knight is strongly in White’s favor. This position first appeared in the 
game of Akiba Rubinstein against Rudolph Spielmann in 1922! Rubinstein was a recognized master 
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of positional play, but the position that arose came from a different order of moves, namely: 1.d4 Af6 
2.43 c5 3.d5 b5 4.c4. This move has not been spared in literature either: Kiril Georgiev 
recommended playing this way in his wonderful book “Squeezing the Gambits: the Benko, Budapest, 
Albin and Blumenfeld”. 
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Position after: 4. Af3!? 
4...b4! 


I like this move; Black seizes space on the queenside and does not allow the knight to c3, while 
following up with ...a5-a4 in many variations. 

4...26 5.cxb5 a6 6.b6+ This turns out to be a profitable version of the system with b6. The thing is, 
6...e6? is now an unfortunate move, by analogy with the advanced option that we will consider in the 
second volume (see chapter about 5.b6) 7.Ac3 And now it is extremely unwise to play 7...Axd5? 
because after 8.4\xd5 exd5 9.Wixd5 “c6 White has 10.Ae5!+— The knight on f3 played first violin in 
this orchestra, and White wins. 


5.295 


A) Worthy of further consideration is 5.¢3 d6 6.222 26 7.0-0 297 8.Abd2 0-0 9.e4 (See 5.Abd2). 


B) 5.c4!? An interesting temporary pawn sacrifice. After 5...Axe4 6.2d3 @f6 7.0-0 White relies on 
development, and in my opinion Black should not cling to the extra pawn, but instead develop the 
pieces faster. I recommend 7...g6!N 8.a3 227 9.8e3 bxa3 10.2xc5 axb2 11.8xa7 Bxa7 12.2xa7 “a6 
13.8el 0-0 14.2d4 d6 15.2xb2 @c5oo Black has no problems, while the excellent knight on c5 
exerts great pressure in the center. 


C) 5.%c2 An optional move. It is not necessary to determine the position of the queen right now. 
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Instead, both 5.a3 and 5.@bd2 are treated in the following subchapters. 5...26 6.e4 [6.b3 2g7 7.2b2 
0-0 8.4 d6 9.@\bd2 a5 See 5.Abd2] 6...d6 7.2d3 227 8.0-0 0-0 
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Position after: 8...0-0 


C1) 9.Abd2 a5 10.2b1 e5 11.Hel After 11...Ag4 12.h3 Ah6 13.a3 £5 Black has a comfortable 
version of the King’s Indian Defense, and can gradually develop a kingside attack. 


C2) 9.h3 a5 10.24 AhS5 [The immediate 10...e5!? is also interesting.] 11.2h2 e5 12.dxe6 
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Position after: 12.dxe6 


12...2xe6 13.a3 @\c6F Black’s chances are to be somewhat preferred: the strong bishop on g7 puts 
pressure on the weak b2-pawn, and in some variations, the d4-square can be used. 

C3) 9.4e1 a5 10.e5?! led to a quick win for White in Gabrielian, A (2456) — Gschnitzer, A (2413) 
Chess.com INT 2021, 1-0 (29). Artur Gabrielian, my friend, is a very aggressive chess player and 
it is not surprising to me that he so decisively advances, but now Black could have taken the 
initiative after 10...dxe5N 11.@xe5 e6 12.225 Wc7 13.dxe6 2xe6 14.4d2 a4F Black has a minimal 
advantage, since the pawns on the queenside have seized space, and again, in some lines the d4- 
square can be used 


5...26 6.Abd2 
Black has various possibilities in this position, but I recommend the never-before-seen opportunity... 


6...h6N 


za rr x 


5 Te a heh a 


MY 


Z 
a bec as e 

Position after: 6...h6N 

Starting the hunt for the black-squared bishop. 

7.2h4 


7.2xf6 It is better for White to part with the bishop right away, but spoil the pawn structure: 7...exf6 
8.e4 [Or 8.a3 bxa3 9.Bxa3 297 10.He4 d6 11.Wa4+ &f8 12.W4a5 Wd700 with obscure play.] 8...d6 
9.a3 Ad7 10.axb4 cxb4 11.Wa4 a5c0 with a complex and double-edged position. 


7...287 8.e4 d6 9.2e2 
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Position after: 9. 8e2 


Instead, 9.e5?! @h5 10.e4 [10.exd6 g5 11.2g3 exd6 12.W%c2 f5—+ and the bishop on g3 is in trouble, 
as after Black castles, ...f5-f4 is threatened, winning the bishop.] 10...¢5 
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Position after: 10...g5 


11.2g3 4 12.Afd2 Axg3 13.4xg3 2xe5+ Black has an extra pawn and the advantage of the two 
bishops, whereas it is not easy for White to prove any compensation. 
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9...Ah5! 10.2b1 g5 11.2¢3 Axg3 12.hxg3 a5F 
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Position after: 12...a5¥ 


Black’s two bishops give him slightly better chances. 


( b) 5.a3 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.4f3!? b4! 5.a3!? 
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Position after: 5.a3!? 
With this move, White hooks onto the b4-pawn, occasionally opening the a-file for his own purposes. 
5...26 


Since there are several pawns on the a3-f8 diagonal, the black bishop will be much more comfortable 
on the long dark diagonal. 


6.93!? 


A) 6.Abd2 297 7.c4 d6 8.2d3 0-0 9.0-0 Abd7 (See 5.Abd2.) 


B) 6.2e3 There are only four games with this move in my database. This is an aggressive move, as 
from here the bishop drills the c5- and a7-pawns with his gaze. 6...!%a5!N This move has not yet 
been applied in practice. 7.Abd2 d6 8.Ab3 Yb6 9.axb4 Wxb4+ 10.2d2 Wxc4 
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Position after: 10...Wixc4 


11.2c3 2g¢7 12.0a5 Wed 13.h3 WES 14.93 Ba6 15.222 &2b5 16.0-0 0-0 Black has an extra pawn, 
nevertheless, White has compensation due to the fact that in some lines the knight can go to c6. A 
difficult fight with mutual chances can be expected. 


C) 6.c4!? Axe4 7.axb4 cxb4 8.84 d4 Af6 9.2xa7 Bxa7 10.Wixa7 Dab 11.2e2 Very promising at this 
point is 11...e5!N 
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Position after: 11...e5!N 


12.We3 [After 12.@xe5? 2c5! 13.Wa8 0-0 14.0d3 2d4 15.0-0 Wb6—+ the white queen is in a 
dangerous position.] 12...d6 13.0-0 2g7 14.d4 2d7 15.0b5 “/b8 16.!%b3 0-0co Black has a 
promising position. 


D) 6.axb4 cxb4 7.2¢3 a5 8.23 297 9.2g2 0-0 10.0-0 d6 11.Abd2 
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Position after: 11.bd2 


Black has several continuations here, but I recommend 11...W%c7N 12.h3 2b7 13.0d4 Abd7 14.Ha2 
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Ha6 15.Ab5 Wb8 16.He4 Axe4 17.2xe4 @c5oo with an unclear game. 


6...227 7.axb4 cxb4 8.222 0-0 9.0-0 a5 
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Position after: 9...a5 
10.Abd2 


A) 10.4d4 saw Black emerge victorious in Hillarp Persson, T (2482) — Ramirez Alvarez, A (2413) 
Moscow 2003, 0-1 (46). I like the natural more 10...d6N 11.b3 b6 12.8a2 2d7 13.2b2 De8 14.3 
4\a6 15.4\d2 “c5F Black is somewhat better, as the knight on c5 puts pressure on the weak b3- 
pawn, while the pawn majority on the queen’s flank may lead to a passed pawn in the distant future. 
B) 10.2e1 Be4! 11.44 [Better is 11.Abd2!? Ac5 12.Ab3 @xb3 13.Wxb3 d6 14.2e3 Hab 15.204 
4\c500 although Black has no problems.] 11...Ac5 
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Position after: 11...®c5 


12.2e3 d6 13.Ad2 2d7 14.02f3 a4 15.4 d2 @ba6F Black is somewhat better: his queenside pawns 
can create a passed pawn, and the knight on c5 is also very strong. 


10...d6N 


It is not easy to analyze all the options, but I can suggest the following continuation for further 
study... 


11.Ae1 Abd7 12.Ad3 Yb6 13.Ab3 a4 14.h3 We7 
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SG) Fo 


Position after: 14...W4c7 
15.c5 Wb8 16.cxd6 exd6 17.Ad4 b3 18.Ac6 Wb5 19.2f4 Be8 20.2xd6 Axd500 
With a complex game 


_¢) 5.Abd2 g6 6.e4 dé 7.-- ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.4f3!? b4! 5.Abd2 
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Position after: 5.Abd2 


Since the c3-square is taboo, it is logical to develop the knight to d2; White plans to play in the center 
with e2-e4. 


5...26 6.e4 


The most natural move. Sometimes it will be possible to push e4-e5. 


Alternatively, 6.b3!? 297 7.2b2 0-0 8.g3 [8.e4 d6 will be discussed later. See 6.e4.] Here I 
recommend 8...e6!N 
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Position after: 8...e6!N 


9.292 exd5 10.cxd5 d6 11.0-0 Be8 12.23 2a6 13.el Axd5 14.2xe7 &xeg7 15.Ab1 Af6 16.axb4 
cxb4oo White must prove his compensation for the material losses. 


6...d6 


Now a critical position has arisen. White has some interesting ideas. 
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Position after: 6...d6 
7.931? 


A) 7.a3!? 297 8.axb4!? cxb4 
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Position after: 8...cxb4 


Al) 9.c5?! Here I recommend 9...0-ON 10.c6 e6 11.4b3 [If 11.2c4 exd5 12.exd5 Be8+ 13.&f1 
Wb6 14.h3 a5 15.21 We5F the d5-pawn falls.] 11...Axe4 12.2c4 exd5 13.2xd5 
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Position after: 13. 2xd5 


13...Wc7! 14.2xe4 He8 15.05 h6 16.0-0 hxg5 17.2d5 2e6 18.2e1 @xc6+F Black has two extra 
pawns, giving him the better chances. 
A2) 9.Wia4+ Afd7 10.&%xb4 Nobody has yet played here 10...a5!N 11.Wa3 Dab 12.2d3 [12.Wxa5?! 
runs into 12...Ac7 13.Wxa8 Axa8 14.8xa8 0-0F with a better position for Black.] 12...0-0 13.0-0 
4\dc5e Black makes an excellent blockade at b4 and c5. White’s extra pawn does not matter and 
Black has excellent compensation for minimal damage. 
B) 7.63?! This is quite logical, however the problem is that in the future Black can play ...e5, after 
which the bishop on b2 either bites toothlessly on the e5-pawn, or White surrenders the center by 
playing dxe6. Howver, this wouold give Black control over the e5-square. 7...227 8.2b2 0-0 
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Position after: 8...0-0 


B1) 9.%c2 a5 10.2d3 e5! 11.0-0 [11.dxe6 &xe6 12.e5 dxe5 13.@xe5 Here 13...a4! 14.bxa4 Abd7 
15.Aef3 Ab6F leaves Black somewhat better due to White’s broken pawn structure.] 11...Ah5 
12.&fel Now with 12...f5— Black starts an attack on the kingside, and his plans include: ...4a8-a7- 
f7, ...f4, ...g6-g5-24. 


B2) 9.2d3 a5 10.0-0 Now I recommend the novelty 10...e5N 
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Position after: 10...e5N 
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Nobody has played this way, but the move is logical. Now White has a choice: to take en passant 
or not. 11.Ae1 [11.dxe6 2xe6 12.Hel Ac6 13.a4 Wb6 14.8a2 Bae8 15.Ac2 Bc8 16.He3 Wd8F 
Black’s chances are somewhat better due to the fact that they: a) Control the e5-and d4-squares; b) 
There is pressure on the weak e4-pawn.] 11...Ah5 12.g3 2h3 13.¢2 At this point, I recommend 
13...0d7N 14.2e2 Ahf6 15.a4 2h6F Black will gradually play for ... f7-f5 and only Black can play 
for a win. 


7...287 8.292 0-0 
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Position after: 8...0-0 
9.0-0 


9.0512 AgAIN 


A) 10.exd6 exd6 11.0-0 a5 12.h3 @f6 13.a3 Aa6 14.Be1 2d7F White’s problem is his pieces — the 
knight on d2 does not allow the cl-bishop to enter the game. Black’s pieces have a lot of freedom, 
therefore their position is preferable. 


B) 10.c6 fxe6 11.He4 [After 11.dxe6 2b7 12.0-0 Wc8F the e6-pawn is weak and White’s queenside 
is undeveloped.] 11...Aa6 12.Afg5 De5 13.Axe6 2xe6 14.dxe6 Ac7 15.0-0 Axc4F Black has an 
extra pawn and White’s b2- and e6-pawns are weak. White still needs to prove his compensation. 


9...We7 10.2e1 Abd7 11.%c2 


At this point, it is useful to play... 
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Position after: 11.%4c2 
11...a5! 12.24 Be8 13.8b1 e6 14.b3 Dh5 15.2b2 2xb2 16.4%xb2 e5t 


Since the play on the queenside is blocked, White has no counterplay, and Black can gradually 
develop the initiative on the kingside. 


( d) 5.Abd?2 g6 6.e4 d6 7.e5 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.Af3!? b4! 5.Abd2 26 6.e4 d6 7.e5!? 
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Position after: 7.e5!? 

This move deserves close attention. Instead, 7.2d3 will be analysed in the next subchapter. 
7...dxe5 8.Axe5 297 

In this critical position White has several roughly equivalent moves. 

9.93!? 


Developing the bishop to g2 where White will sometimes threaten d5-d6. Alternatively; 
A) 9.4\df3 0-0 
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Position after: 9...0-0 


Al) 10.8e2!? Wd6!? This move is quite combative. 11.0-0 Abd7 12.2f4 Ae4! 13.We2 [Black was 
unafraid of the knight discovery 13.Axd7?! Yxf4 14.@xf8 2xb2F The knight on f8 dies in any 
case, while Black has total control over the dark squares.] 13...axe5 14.Wxe4 2f5 15.We3 Ag4! 
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Position after: 15...0¢4! 


16.4cl e5 17.2g3 Bfe8F I prefer Black’s position. In the long term, Black can set the f- and e- 
pawns in motion, whioch could prove to be very dangerous for White. 


A2) 10.8d3?! A serious inaccuracy. With this move White blocks the influence of the white queen 
in defense of the d5-pawn. I now recommend an improvement on existing theory: 10...&%d6!N 
11.0-0 Abd7 
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Position after: 11...@bd7 
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A2.1) 12.2f4? ®xd5! If the bishop stood on e2, this tactical operation would have been 
impossible, since then the queen would simply take on d5. 13.cxd5 @xe5 14.Axe5 2xe5+ Black 
has a healthy extra pawn, and the d5-pawn is now an excellent target for attack. 


A2.2) 12.Axd7 &xd7 13.g3 e6 14.2f4 Wb6 15.Ne5 Bc8 16.Bel exd5 17.cxd5 @xd5 18.Ac4 


Wd87 Black has an extra pawn, and is not easy for White to prove compensation for it. 


B) 9.2e2 This leads to meaningful and engaging play. 9...%d6 10.4d3 I now recommend the 
improvement: 10...22f5!N 
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Position after: 10... 2f5!N 


B1) 11.a3!? a5 12.axb4 cxb4 13.Ab3 &xd3! The meaning of Black’s tenth move is being clarified. 
14.2xd3 a4 15.Ad4 Abd7 16.Ab5 We5+ 17.23 
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Position after: 17.8.e3 


White has the two bishops and the a4-pawn is under attack, but the fight is just beginning! 
17...2h6! 18.Ac7+ &f8! 19.Axa8 &xe3 20.fxe3 &g7 21.2e2 Bxa82@ White has an extra exchange, 
but Black also has his advantages, such as the strong a-pawn, the knights coming to the weak c5- 
and e4-squares, and the amazing queen on eS. 


B2) 11.0-0 Abd7 12.a3 a5 13.Ael h5 14.axb4 cxb4 15.4b3 e6 16.dxe6 Wxd1 


Position after: 16...ixd1 


For 


B2.1) 17.exf7+ &xf7 18.2xd1 a4 19.Ad4 b3!F Black has good compensation for the pawn 
because White is lagging behind in development and Black’s main trump card is the pawn 
majority on the queenside — with ...a4-a3 Black will create a dangerous passed pawn. 


B2.2) 17.2xd1 &xe6 18.213 Ha6 19.Ac2 &xc4 20.Be1+ He6 21.Axa5 Exel+ 22.Axel Be6= and 
the position is balanced. 


9... Wc7!N 
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Position after: 9...W8c7!N 
10.Ad3?! 


An important line, but not great for White. 


A) 10.Adf3 Defending the knight on e5 and allowing the dark-squared bishop into the game, but I 
also considered other continuations. 10...0-0 11.8f4 AhS5! Interesting complications begin. 12.Axg6 
xf4 13.4xf4 2xb2 14.2d3 e5! 15.dxe6 fxe6 16.2c4 2b7 17.0xe6 &xe4! 
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Position after: 17...2xe4! 


The queen is sacrificed! Black develops the activity of his pieces to the maximum. 18.4@xc7 &xf3 
19.Wd6 2c3+ 20.Hf1 &xal 21.Axa8 Bxa8 22.Bel 2d4 23.We6+ Gh8 24.We7 Le8 25.Web+= with 
repetition of position and a draw. 

B) 10.Wa4+ Afd7 11.0xd7 Axd7 12.222 0-0 13.0-0 [Worse is 13.d6? exd6 14.2xa8 @Ab6 15.4% c6 
Wb8 16.a3 @xa8 17.0-0 2b7—+ when Black has two powerful bishops and very active pieces. 
White’s position simply does not hold up.] 13...ae5 


Pan 1s ie 
A Ae 2 
O _— 

Yj 4 


A 


a 


Position after: 13...0e5 
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14.Wc2 [14.d6? exd6 15.2xa8 2d7 16.4%d1 Sxa8—+ The weakness of the light squares is more 
significant than the extra exchange and White’s position is already very difficult.] 14...2f5 15.ae4 
e6 16.dxe6 &2xe6 Black is no worse, having developed their pieces and now attacking the c4-pawn. 


10...2f5! 
To develop the bishop on g2, White now has to play... 


11.Ab3 Abd7 12.22 a5! 
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Position after: 12...a5! 
13.d6? 


13.0-0 0-0 14.2f4 Wb6 15.a4 Bae8 16.He5 g5! 17.Axd7 Axd7 18.2xg5 2xb2 19.Ha2 2c3F Black is 
somewhat better, he has a defended passed pawn on b4. In the future, the a4- and c4-pawns may 
become targets of attack. 


13...Wxd6 14.2xa8 2xd3 15.2f4 De5 16.Axa5 Web! 
Black begins to simply play against the white king. 


17.%a4+ Ded7+ 18.23 0-0 
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Position after: 18...0-0 
19.0-0-0 


19.2892 Ag4 20.0-0-0 2xb2+! 21.d2 [If 21.2xb2 We5+—+ the king is caught in a mating net] 
21...@xf2!-+ White’s position is falling apart like a house of cards. 


19...8xa8 20.8xd3 De5 21.2dd1 Ded! 


All the black pieces are working and with all their might fall on the queenside where the white king is 
located. 


22.8hel Axc4 23.Wc6 &xb2+ 24.2 Bxa5 25.2d8+ Le7 26.Wxe6 fxe6 27.2h6+ Yxh6 28.2xe4 
&d4—+ 


Black has a technically winning position. 


( e) 5.Abd2 g6 6.e4 d6 7.2d3 297 8.-- & 8.Afl 


| 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.4f3!? b4! 5.Abd2 g6 6.c4 d6 7.243 


The most popular move. The bishop on d3 stands naturally, and from here it additionally protects the 
e4-pawn. 


7.227 
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Position after: 7...227 
8.AfL!? 


Instead, 8.0-0 is the mainline and will be featured in the next subchapter. 
A) 8.a3 a5 9.0-0 0-0 10.h3 Abd7 11.£e1 (See 8.0-0). 
B) 8.W%/a4+?! Here the queen is positioned unsuccessfully, having nothing constructive to do. 
8...Abd7 9.e5?! [9.0-0 0-0 10.a3 a5 11.!%c2 Ab6F White’s queen has lost time and Black can follow 


up with ...e7-e6 or ...e7-e5, transferring the game into King’s Indian Defense territory.] 9...dxe5 
10.Axe5 Dxd5! 11.0xf7 &xf7 12.cxd5 
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Position after: 12.cxd5 


Now Black has the natural and strong 12...0e5!N 13.2e4 2f8 


B1) 14.d6? Again, it’s a bad idea to give up the center to grab the rook on a8. 14...W%/xd6! 15.2xa8 
Ad3+ 16.2f1 Wd4! 17.Ac4 &e8 18.63 Be6 19.%c2 Bxa8—+ Black has an overwhelming position: 
the white king is in a bad position and Black has a formidable knight on d3 and a powerful queen 
in the center of the board. 


B2) 14.0-0 Y/d6 15.h3 &g8F Black is better because the d5-pawn is weak and White has not yet 
developed the queenside. 


8...0-0 9.Ag3 e6! 
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Position after: 9...e6! 
Black plans to get a position from the Modern Benoni defense. 
10.h3!? 


By controlling the g4-square, White prevents the ideas of ...Ag4 or ...294 
10.0-0 exd5 
A) 11.exd5?! 224! 12.h3 &xf3 13.8%xf Abd7 14.Wd1 a5 15.f4 a4F Black is a little better, since his 


queenside pawns have advanced and the strong bishop on g7, which presses on b2. White’s two 
bishops are not a force here, as they are limited by pawns. 


B) 11.cxd5 In the Modern Benoni, Black often exchanges the light-squared bishop for the knight on 
f3 in order to improve control of the e5-square, and here the maneuver is also strong. 11...2¢4!N 
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Position after: 11...2g¢4!N 


12.h3 &2xf3 13.Wxf @bd7 14.We2 Be8 Black has pressure on the e4-pawn, and now ...“xd5 is 
threatened. 15.W%/c2 h5 16.2g5 Wb6co Black can play ...h7, and also has an idea to advance ...h5-h4 
as well as the a-pawn. All-in-all, Black has acceptable play. 


10...exd5 11.exd5!? 


11.cxd5 2a6 12.0-0 2xd3 13.W¥xd3 
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Position after: 13.8xd3 


Now Black should play the logical and natural 13...Abd7!N 14.2f4 Ab6 15.2acl Be8 16.b3 a500 
Black stands no worse and wants to play ...a5-a4 developing the initiative on the queenside. After a 
later axb3 axb3, White will have weaknesses on b3 and e4. In practical play, I would choose to 
champion Black’s cause. 


11...2e8+ 12.8e3 2h6 13.0-0 &xe3 14.fxe3 We7 
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Position after: 14...We7 
15.8e1?! 


Not a logical move at all. It was much better for the rook to stand on the half-open f-file. The rook 
move immediately defends the e3-pawn, but that can be defended by other pieces. 


15.c4!? Abd7 16.a3 a5 17.Wid2 Ae5 18.AxeS Wxe5 
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Position after: 18...Wixe5 


The queen is amazing on this square. White has only one way to get some counterplay: 19.axb4 cxb4 
20.Wf2 Black should play here 20...Ad7! 21.W/xf7+ ©h8 The position is tense; White has an extra- 
pawn, but our queen is perfect on e5, the knight is coming to c5, and we have long-term pressure on 
the queenside when we manage to push the a-pawn. 


15...Abd7 
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Position after: 15...Qbd7 


16.82 


16.a3 Ae5 17.Axe5 Wxe5 18.3 a5+ Black has an active queen on e5 dominating the center of the 
board, whereas White has a passive bishop, an unsuccessful knight on g3 which has no good 
prospects, and the weakness of the b2 and e3 pawns — all these factors give Black the better chances. 


16...Ae5+ 
Black’s position is better. He can play ...a5-a4 or expand on the kingside by playing ...h5-h4. 


( f) 5.Abd2 g6 6.e4 d6 7.2d3 2g7 8.0-0 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.4f3!? b4! 5.Abd2 g6 6.c4 d6 7.2d3 227 8.0-0 0-0 
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Position after: 8...0-0 
9.2el 


A useful move, developing the rook. White can think about pushing e4-e5 on occasion. 
A) 9.h3 Abd7 10.Se1 (See 9.2e1) 


B) 9.a3!? The goal of this move is to constantly keep Black under some tension on the queenside. In 
general, this move can lead to the main lines, which we will consider in the 9.&e1 line, but we will 
also consider an independent possibility: 9...a5 10.axb4?! This is an inaccuracy as it gives Black a 
strong c5-square. [For 10.2e1 Abd7 11.h3, see 9.8e1] 10...cxb4 11.h3 Afd7 12.4b3 a4 13.8e1 2b7 
14.Abd4 Ac5 15.825 Abd7 16.Wd2 
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Position after: 16.d2 


Here it is very promising to sacrifice a pawn by 16...W/b6!N 17.2xe7 Axd3 18.W4xd3 Bfe8 19.295 
4\c5+ Black is better. For the pawn, he has the advantage of two bishops, a strong knight on c5, a 

furious bishop on g7 and he also has a reserve on the queenside — the pawns on a4 and b4. 

C) 9.e5?! This only helps Black to activate his pieces. 9...dxe5 10.@xe5 e6! 11.dxe6 2xe6 12.He4 
“bd7 13.Axd7 @xd7 14.05 


a 


Position after: 14. Ag5 
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Good here is 14...4f6! 15.Axe6 Wxe6 16.2e1 Wf6 17.2b1 Bad8F Despite White’s two bishops, 
Black’s position is better due to better development; ...A\e5 is threatened and it is also possible that 
Black can use the d4-square in the future. 


9...\bd7 

9...e5?! It’s too early to close the center. 10.a3T with initiative for White. 

10.h3 

It is also useful to take control of the g4-square, averting attacks by the black knight. 
10...a5! 


A thematic move. Black plans to ram the pawn down the board, to capture even more space. 
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Position after: 10...a5! 
11.a3! 


A good move, White makes a hook on the queenside and Black has to be ready for the opening of the 
a-file. 


A) 11.24?! Ah5 12.4f1 e5 13.dxe6 fxe6 14.225 We7 15.Wd2 De5 16.Axe5 &xe5 17.Ead1 
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Position after: 17.&ad1 


17...2d4 18.0e3 e5 19.2f1 Af4 20.Ad5 Axd5 21.exd5 &f5F Black is better as he has a strong 
bishop on d4, and its exchange will lead to the forming of a defended passed pawn. 


B) 11.4f1 a4 12.2b1 Be8 13.2f4 Ah5 14.2h2 
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Position after: 14.2h2 


Now 14...a3 15.g4 Ahf6 16.63 h6 17.Ae3 Ah7 18.g2 e6 19.4% c2 [But not 19.2xd6?? due to 
19...e5—+ and White suffers material losses.] 19...2c3 20.2h1 Ae5t Only Black plays to win. The 
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queenside is closed, but Black has breakthroughs with ...h6-h5 and ...f7-f5. 


11...8e7 12.0f1 
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Position after: 12.0f1 
Black has some good moves, but my suggestion Is... 
12...Ah5!2N 13.8a2 e5 14.b3 Afdoo 


This position has the character of the King’s Indian Defense. Black develops the initiative on the 
kingside, and a difficult struggle is in prospect, in which Black’s chances are worthy. 

Conclusion 

We examined the tricky line after 4.Af3. Black has several possibilities: for example, I do not 
recommend playing 4...g6 in view of 5.cxb5 a6 6.b6! and in this variation the position of the white 
knight on f3 is in White’s favor, as the reader will see from this chapter. 


I think the best solution is 4...b4, capturing space and not allowing the knight to c3. In the future, 
different types of positions may arise from other openings, such as the King’s Indian Defense or the 
Modern Benoni Defense. 


Then, White usually plays 5.Abd2 g6 6.e4 d6 7.2d3 227, when White can hook Black on the 
queenside by playing a2-a3 keeping Black under long-lasting tension. Black usually has two ideas: 


-He plays ...e7-e6 and then ...exd5 transposing to the Modern Benoni defense. 
-In some variations, the center is closed by playing ...e7-e5. Here, White already has a choice: 
1) White plays dxe6, but this continuation surrenders space and gives Black control over the squares 


d4 and eS. 
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2) White does not react in any way, when a King’s Indian Defense-type position arises and Black 
develops the initiative by gradually advancing the kingside pawns. 
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